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Help is Here for Back to School
Palace Garden Residents Start New Tradition

Homestead residents got to ‘shop’ for school supplies and books at the ‘pop’-up’ store set up as part
of the Kiwanis Club of Homestead’s school supplies distribution events. More than 500 kids were
served thanks to Kiwanis, several sponsors and numerous elected officials.
Kiwanis

Kiwanis and numerous other civic groups
distribute school supplies to over 500 students
The Kiwanis Club of
Homestead-South Dade,
a variety of organizations
and local elected officials
recently joined together
to supply free backpacks—stuffed with a
wide assortment of school
supplies—to more than
500 kids in various events
throughout the City of
Homestead.
The first of several
school supplies distribution events, presented by
Homestead Councilwoman Erica G. Ávila,
were held at the Waterstone Bay clubhouse and
Villas at Carmel Community, one of the largest
communities in her
district.
“Inflation has hurt
everyone, particularly
families with kids,” said
Ávila, former president of

the Kiwanis Club of
Homestead-South Dade,
one of South Florida’s
most active community
service organizations.
“Many families in this
middle-class neighborhood have seen their rents
spike, so anything we can
do to help relieve some of
that burden by providing
school supplies really
helps them out.”
In addition to Kiwanis,
other sponsoring organizations included This Is
For The Kids, Inc., Citrus
Family Care Network, the
Women’s Club of Homestead, Parenteen Moments,
Together for Children,
and Pray In Pink.
The sponsoring organizations created a ‘popup’ store at each location,
giving recipients a
shopping bag’ supplied

by Hilson Roofing. The
kids then visited several
tables to pick up a variety
of supplies, including a
Kiwanis-sponsored backpack filled with a pencil
pouch/pencils, erasers,
glue stick, pens, highlighter, pencil sharpener,
ruler, spiral notebook,
folder, composition book,
crayons, art kit and free
books.
Also supporting the
event were State Rep.
Kevin Chambliss as well
as Homestead Council
members Jenifer Bailey,
Larry Roth and Sean
Fletcher who generously
donated supplies.
“These events are
perfect examples of the
Homestead community
coming together to
support each other,” said
Ávila.

Palace Gardens residents Miguel Binelo and Esther Saavedra presented 9-year-old Zion Dean with
a Google Chrome tablet and a supply-filled backpack
HughHudson

By Charlie Hudson
Art classes have long
been popular among
residents of The Palace
Gardens in Homestead
and Terri Dawkins, owner
of Mud Puddle Ceramics,
has been teaching at the
multiple Palace locations
for almost ten years.
Last fall, she proposed
an idea which was
quickly accepted. The
residents would sell their
paintings, drawings, and
crafted items to fund a
back-to-school give-away
with a goal of helping
twenty students. A new
spark was added to the
group; a spark that
culminated in a lively afternoon Friday, July 29,
2022, where festive
balloons, music, and
much more awaited the
students and families who
joined the residents.
An important step to

Major Step Against Illegal
Dumping in Redland
By Charlie Hudson
Trying to bring about
change in government
policies or regulations is
complex and usually tedious. There are always
multiple layers to work
through and generally
multiple organizations
and individuals involved.
Nothing can be done
quickly and those advocating for change may
well give up in frustration.
Members of the Redland Homes and Farms
Association (RHFA) were
prepared “to go the distance” to confront ongoing adverse impacts of
illegal truck parking, mobile home parks, dumping, unlicensed, for-profit
party locations, burning
of toxic waste, and
needed road repair.
For the past eighteen
months, they have met
with Miami-Dade County
Commissioners and staff
in applicable county
agencies/offices to provide detailed proposals
supported by specific
data, photographs, and videos.
Their perseverance has
led to progress against illegal dumping and burning. The following is an
extract from the County:
“Illegal dumping is a
problem Countywide, but
the southern parts of the
County provide a unique
challenge due to large,
unfenced properties with
commingled residential

Tires are constantly dumped illegally in Redland.

and agricultural uses.
The more sparsely populated areas in and
around Miami-Dade’s
southern agricultural regions have unfortunately
captured the attention of
illegal dumpers, who take
advantage of the lighter
population density, making it harder to catch
them in the act.”
They have initiated a
requested program to provide for bulky waste
pickup and roll-on rolloff containers for Agricultural and Redland
property owners. Individuals must open an account with the
Miami-Dade County Department of Solid Waste
Management (DSWM).
The department will now:
“Pick up bulky waste on
the right-of-way at a fee
of $25 per cubic yard;
and provide roll-off container (20, 30, or 40
yards) service for vacant
properties for a fee.
Procedures for opening
an account and the
services can be seen at:
https://www.miamidade.
gov/global/news-item.
page?Mduid_news=news

Michael Wanek

1659377827580762 ; or
call (305) 594-1630.
They also reiterate enforcement efforts.
“The following enforcement actions are taking place regularly in
Miami-Dade County. 1)
Known illegal dumping
“Hot Spots” are patrolled
weekly; 2) Complete patrolling of entire zones
weekly; 3) Aggressive approach on unpermitted
hauling activity and coordination of unpermitted
hauling efforts with
MDPD; 4) Track enforcement efforts in the Redland; and 5) Identify
violations on private
property and refer to the
Regulatory and Economic
Resources Department
(RER) for enforcement
action”.
RHFA’s second “good
news notice” is the
County is moving forward to amend the ordinance to increase fines
for illegal open burning
from $200 to $750 for
residential and $1,500 for
commercial properties. In
a recent email Michael
Wanek, President, Board
of Directors for RHFA,

provided the updates and
explained they have developed and submitted a
detailed Powerpoint presentation with regard to
noise from “out-of-control venues”.
The request for a
"decibel ordinance" was
provided to the Director,
Department of Regulatory and Economic Resources, (RER). Wanek
urges RHFA members
and anyone concerned
with this quality of life
issue to contact their respective County Commissioners to support
passage. “RHFA is proud
of the progress being
made by the county. We
understand the bureaucratic nature of getting
these items done, but the
changes put in place have
been beneficial and over
time will pay dividends.”
Homeowners and
other residents interested
in the non-profit Redland
Homes & Farms Association, Inc., may contact
Michael Wanek through
their Facebook page, by
email: michaelpwanek
@gmail.com or call
(305) 726-7688.

make the idea work was
to partner with a nonprofit organization and
Dawkins contacted
Homestead Councilman
Larry Roth, well known
for his 501(c)3, This Is
For The Kids, Inc., and
other community involvement. The residents knew
they could turn to family
and friends to make
purchases and it grew
from there.
Word spread and
approximately $4,000
was raised in sales
through social media and
some events around town.
Several donations were
also added in. The artists
are in their 80s and 90s,
and many can no longer
comfortably be physically
out.
As interest in their
efforts and sales
increased, so did their
feeling of being more

connected to the
community.
In preparation for the
give-away, Councilman
Roth reached out to
various schools and
children/family-focused
non-profits to identify
twenty students of
different ages who would
receive a Google Chrome
tablet and a backpack
filled with school supplies.
In the meantime, plans
were underway to make
the day even better to
feature a buffet, music, a
bounce house, access to
the swimming pool, and
an ice cream truck.
“I’m just facilitating,”
Alexandra Urdaneta,
Director of Activities,
said in her remarks and
gestured to the three
tables of residents who
were the artists and other
donors. “They spent the
See BACKPACK 3A

CRA Advances
Downtown
Market-Rate
Apartment
Project
By Larry Diehl
A six-member
Homestead City Council
sitting as the Community
Redevelopment Agency
(CRA) Board approved
plans for a five-story
apartment building with
forty loft-style apartments
on a unique lot at Mowry
and Flagler Avenue.
The 0.85 acre property
is currently a free City
parking lot across from
the Redland Hotel.
Bordered by the
busway, the property
would be in its own
District so any City
planning amendments
only apply to it.
The CRA agreement is
a fifty year ground lease
with Banyan LLC, allowing a density of sixtythree units per acre. The
current comprehensive
plan downtown mixed
use development is
fifteen units per acre.
Mayor Steve Losner
was concerned about that
level of density. “This
sets an untenable precedent for the City this
close to the downtown,”
he said. “This is the
camel’s nose under the
tent. I can’t support
super high densities in the
downtown.
County regulators are
pushing for transit-way
densities of up to 250
units per acre along the
busway.
The CRA lease would
generate revenue of ten

dollars per unit per
month. If Banyan sells
the property in the first
five years, the CRA
would be entitled to 25
percent of the total
profits.
The oddly shaped lot,
long and narrow, is
contaminated with
arsenic. Nevertheless, the
developers estimate the
finished building value at
$13 million. The CRA
estimates the finished
building could produce
$120,000 per year in
taxes. Construction could
begin in 2023.
Project plans were last
presented in March of
2020 when Council had
questions about the
design and the proposed
density. The modernstyle, market-rate units
would each have parking
space under the building’s
first floor. The two-bedroom, two-bath units of
about 855 square feet are
designed with walls of
glass and great height to
give relief from their
See CRA 3A

