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“Leave No Man Behind” is a creed and ethos often re-
peated and adhered to by various units and soldiers. The 
interpretation of the phrase is applied to the treatment 
and extraction of the seriously wounded, the recovery 
of the body of military members killed in action, and the 
attempts to rescue or trade for prisoners of war.  Despite 
being widely known and repeated in the U.S. military, 
“leave no man behind” is not represented in any official 
military doctrine or publication. It is a culture of the 
armed services, which carries significant risk.
 It is important to note what “Leave No Man Behind” 
means to those in uniform. While not captured in doc-
trine, there are few things more reassuring to a soldier 
about to enter combat than the belief his brothers and 
sisters in arms would spare nothing in attempts to get 
him back. To the families of those fallen, the catharsis 
of being able to bury their own cannot be overstated or 
even understood by those who have not been in that sad 
and unfortunate position.

BY JIM LINDENMAYER
Ret. Captain U.S. Army, Director, Cherokee County 
Homeless Veteran Program

I 
recently found the above creed—embodying 
what we as professional soldiers believe when we 
prepare to go to war—when preparing to write 
this article.

 Today the battlefield has changed; it is no longer 
Afghanistan or Iraq.  The streets of America—where 
tens of thousands of our veterans struggle to deal with 
homelessness and mental health issues—have become 
the new battlefield. 

BY ELLEN V. HARRISON 
eharrison@smokesignalsnews.com

T
he American Rescue Plan (ARP) 
will bring more than $15 mil-
lion to several Pickens County 
governmental entities over the 

next two years. ARP was approved and 
enacted by Congress to help local cities, 
counties and school systems cover the cost 
of COVID’s economic side effects. Business-
es shuttered operations, schools shifted to 
distance learning, and emergency personnel 
responded to additional duties.
 In Pickens County, the board of 
commissioners has held two meetings to 
discuss, plan and outline approved usage for 
their $6,430,000 allocations. 
 The Pickens County School District 
will receive $7,136,125 over the next two 
years, with 20% of that money required by 
the ARP law to make up for lost instruction-
al time, enhancing learning and achieve-
ment for those students who were most 
negatively affected by school closures due 
to quarantine and economic hardships at 
home.

Jasper to receive funds
 City of Jasper Finance Director Beverly 
Ragland confirmed the city will receive 
$1,484,036. At city council’s regular meeting 
June 14, Mayor Steve Lawrence and City 

Manager Brandon Douglas explained that 
the Department of Community Affairs web-
site giving them guidance on how to spend 
it had not yet launched. Their agenda did 
not include discussing ARP.

Pickens County Commissioners
 County commissioners held a public, 
special work session on Monday, June 14 to 
discuss possible uses for the money and at 
their regular meeting Thursday, June 17, the 
commissioners took three official actions:
 1. They approved receiving the funds.
 2. They approved their plans about 
where the monies will go.
 3. They identified the finance depart-
ment as the clearinghouse for the fund, “so 
individuals responsible for accounting and 
auditing can easily find this information,” 
according to chairman Kris Stancil. 
 The Association County Commission-
ers Georgia (ACCG) condensed the federal 
government’s 150-page guidance into about 
45 presentation slides, said Stancil.
 Salaries for Pickens County emergency 
personnel, law enforcements and firemen 
will be funded with this money. The coun-
ty’s list for the first half of the allocations 
includes:
 • $1.5 million: building a water service 
loop on the west of the county, along with 
a large water tank providing better service 
with fewer outages

BY DENISE RAY
dray@smokesignalsnews.com

T
he Development Authority of 
Dawson County was awarded a 
$35,000 U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture grant that will be used 

to guide the future support of the county’s 

small business community.   
 Director of Economic Development 
with the Dawson County Chamber of 
Commerce Betsy McGriff announced June 
18 that the grant will be used to fund a feasi-
bility study on the establishment of a small 
business incubator in Dawson County.
 By definition, an incubator is an organi-

zation designed to help startup businesses 
grow and succeed by providing free or low-
cost resources like workspace, mentorship, 
expertise, and others. 
 The Dawson County Economic Devel-
opment Strategic Plan, which was complet-
ed in 2020, identified Tourism and Entre-
preneurship as a target focus  for economic 

development, McGriff said. 
 The study will show what kinds of 
tools and resources are needed, such as 
where the incubator could be located from 
a business standpoint, including the re-use 
of a current structure or the creation of a 
new one, other partners, etc. 
 

The new Inspiration Gardens, Gibbs Gardens’ newest feature garden, is delighting visitors. 
To learn about the gardens and what it took to build them go to “An engineering feat with 
petals and leaves,” on page 13A of the News section. PHOTO BY PAUL SAYEGH

Bill Byrne, 
developer of 
Big Canoe from 
1987-2016, died 
June 23 at home.  
His obituary with 
excerpts from 
an October 2012 
interview with 
Smoke Signals 
about his years in 
Big Canoe is on 
page 10A. PHOTO BY 

ROBERT C. SMITH

Pickens County to 
receive $15+ million via 
American Rescue Plan

“. . . everyone I talked to denied or dismissed the idea that we had a homeless problem—
let alone that we had homeless veterans in our county.”

Leave no man or woman behind
the battlefield has changed but the creed still stands

When we first started the project we were told that there was 
only one homeless camp in the county. We have found 22 such 
camps across Cherokee County.

 The Military Times reports that the number of 
homeless veterans rose during the 2020 pandemic; 
there are now an estimated 21 homeless veterans for 
every 1,000 veterans in America. As of January 2020, 
according to a March 18 HUD report, there are an esti-
mated 37,252 homeless vets in the United States.  
 While the majority of homeless veterans are found 
in big cities, this issue hits close to home, too. Over the 
last few years, my team and I have worked with more 
than 700 homeless veterans, mostly in Cherokee with 
the rest in Pickens, Forsyth and Cobb counties.  
 At this time, we do not fully understand the impact 
that the end of the Eviction Moratorium will have on 
our Veterans and their families. We do know that we 
will need to provide housing at local hotels which will 
require additional funds we do not have or have bud-
geted. We also are looking at the transportation, jobs 
and food needs of these families as they will need all of 
these to get back on their feet. We are working on sev-
eral plans at the time of this article and hope to have a 
more concrete plan in the next couple of weeks.  We are 
looking to partner with any and all organizations that 
are willing to help affected veteran families in the area.

Local homeless problem denied
 Back in 1980 when I was commissioned a second 
lieutenant in the Army after graduating from West 
Point, I wanted to take all that I was taught and learned 
from my four years to be the best officer that I could be.  
Part of my progression in rank and duty assignments re-
quired me to make sure that I was the leader of troops, 
but at the same time it was my job to make sure that 
the men who were under my command were focused 
on our mission and that they n  HOMELESS  |  Page 3
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