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Sports&Outdoors

T
he approach of fall signals the 
return of outdoor activities that 
were challenging in the heat of 
summer—like walking your dog. 

This is an activity most dog owners enjoy. 
Not only is it an opportunity to socialize, 
but it’s also a great form of exercise.
 But what if your dog decides he is not 
going to walk? What should you do to get 
your dog moving if he stops and grounds?
 The key is figuring out why your dog 
has decided to stop and drop.

Puppies who plop
 If your pooch is still a pup, it is likely 
he is not comfortable walking on a leash. 
 • Practice walking with your dog—off 
leash—in the house. Lure your dog over to 
your left side and start walking, reward-
ing your dog with treats out of your right 

hand. (Feed the treats at dog level so he 
doesn’t jump to get the treat.) This teaches 
the pup good things happen when he 
walks beside you.
 • Have your puppy drag the leash 
around to get used to tension on his neck. 
Put the leash on, play a fun game and take 
the leash off. Better yet, put the leash on, 
place his meal several feet away, release 
him to eat and take the leash off when he 
is done.
 • After a few days, practice walking in 
the house with the leash on. Keep the pace 
fast and be generous with your treats and 
praise.
 If this goes well, take it outdoors. 
Break the walk into short segments. Walk 
10 feet, stop and reward with a treat. Turn 
around and go back 10 feet and repeat. 
Slowly add distance as you quickly walk 
these short segments back and forth.

Pooches who pause
 Do not get into a tug-of-war with your 
dog if he grounds. Dogs have an opposi-
tion reflex, which means if they are pulled 
in one direction, they will automatically 
pull back in the other direction. I like to 
remind my clients that 

S
eptember is a busy month 
for Big Canoe Women’s Golf 
Association 9-hole and 18-hole 
players. Learning Ladies and 

9-hole players will compete in a scramble 
Sept. 15. Both groups will hold their Club 
Championships this month: 9-hole on 
Sept. 21 and 18s, Sept. 22-23. 
 Nine-hole WGA members held 
their Ringer tournament Aug. 10 and 17. 
Eighteen-hole WGA members played the 

Tri-Member tournament Aug. 19. The 
Tri-member teams are composed of A, 
B and C players, drawn at random at a 
“pick ‘em” party held Aug. 17. Teams then 
played three different six-hole formats.
 Though several of the traditional 
tournaments for the Women’s Golf 
Association have been canceled for 2020 
because of the pandemic, the 18-hole 
players’ Member/Member Tournament 
was July 27 and 29. Six flights, each 
composed of four teams of two players, 
competed over the two days with each 
team playing the other three teams and 
one 9-hole competition against par. Flight 
winners participated in a shootout until 
the team of Claudia Floyd and Di Theis 
topped the field.
 The annual Queen of the Mountain 
event against Bent Tree has been 
canceled for this year.
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Doggie
Dialogues

H
appy trails, everyone! It’s been 
quite a spring and summer 
with COVID-19 concerns 
going around. One of the many 

outdoor activities seeing a huge increase 
in use are the hiking trails. It’s good to see 
people outside enjoying nature. I’ve been 
really pleased to see (most) folks leashing 
their dogs, not littering and not building 
rock towers or other things. We had one 
episode where someone spray-painted 
graffiti on a bridge. Fortunately, it was 
able to be sanded off. Some people . . .
 The Trails Committee appreciates 
you staying on the trails and not creating 
shortcuts and paths, picking up litter 

you may find and leaving nature as you 
found it. If we all keep doing this, the 
trails will continue to keep the feel of the 
nature and solitude you seek. It also helps 
when you make us aware of any downed 
trees, obstacles, cribbing or bridges in 
disrepair on the trails—especially any 
safety concerns. That includes some of the 
trails getting a little overgrown; we don’t 
want critters hiding right under foot, trip 
hazards and, of course, we want to keep 
poison ivy at bay.
 There are posts on Facebook showing 
cleanups as we do them. We get hundreds 
of appreciative comments. It means a lot 
to everyone. Just remember: For every 
one posted, there are many more where 
Trail Committee members work behind 
the scenes to keep the trails in shape. 
Though you may not know who it was, 
they are great folks.
 Thanks, everyone, and keep enjoying 
the beauty of Big Canoe.

Shootout participants for the 18-hole Member/Member Tournament exhibit social distancing 
before the start. The six flight-winning pairs are, from left, Liz Crew, Lu Garrison, Donnie 
Faucette, Joy McLeod, Dianne Hollister, Carol Willoughby, Claudia Floyd, Di Theis, Rita 
Boje, Louise Dale, Juliana Sproles and Ellen MacArthur. PHOTO BY BJ MCCRANIE

Member/Member champions are Claudia Floyd, left, and Di Theis, who defeated five 
other twosomes in a shootout on the Creek course. PHOTO BY MARTHA POWER

Floyd and Theis win 
Member/Member

This corgi’s body language says it all: I am not moving! PHOTO BY MARTIN BEHRENDY ON UNSPLASH

“Do not get into a tug-of-war with your dog if he grounds.”

Grinding to a halt
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Trails Committee 
maintains paths 

for hikers

A tree blocking Blackwell Creek is removed. PHOTOS BY STEVE PAPKE

A downed tree is cleared from a trail.
The hard work of Trails Committee 
volunteers benefits the community.
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