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Spring Specials

“And then my heart with pleasure fills,
And dances with the daffodils.”

William Wordsworth

BY BARBARA SCHNEIDER 
bschneider@smokesignalsnews.com 

S
pring never comes easy in North 
Georgia. After a teasing taste of mild 
January days, February turned cold, 
wet and cloudy. March, according 

to The Old Farmer’s Almanac, will be rainy, 
mild and chilly. Mother Nature’s running 
slow this year.
 Hold on to those fragile dreams of 
spring: Gibbs Gardens—opening in March 
for its 10th season—is the place where 
spring begins.
 Gibbs Gardens 50+ acres of Daffodil 
Gardens will carpet hillsides and valleys 
with more than 20 million vibrant yellow 
daffodil blooms from early March through 
mid to late April. 
 Jim Gibbs, owner, designer and devel-
oper of Gibbs Gardens, began planting daf-
fodils in his gardens in 1987. Every fall Gibbs 
adds more varieties of daffodils as well as 
thousands more bulbs. To prepare for the 
2021 season, an additional 200,000 new 
daffodil bulbs as well as new varieties—now 
200 varieties—will be on display during the 
six-week daffodil season. 

 “We add more daffodil bulbs each 
year,” said Gibbs. “Every year we plant 
more early, mid-season and late blooming 
varieties to create a full six weeks of daffodil 
blossoms in varying sizes and shades of 
yellow for our visitors—the late bloomers 
are special for their fragrance. We encour-
age visitors to come back every two weeks 
to experience the complete season.”  
 More than 20,500 additional bulbs 
in 40 varieties —including tulips, crocus, 
hyacinth and wood hyacinth—were planted 
for even more spring blooms. 
 The Daffodil Gardens are the center-
piece for hundreds of cherry trees, forsyth-
ia, spirea, quince and thousands of mature 
dogwoods that begin blossoming during the 
six-week daffodil season. 
 Gibbs Gardens is one of only 25 des-
ignated American Daffodil Society Display 
Gardens in the United States and was 
recently named one of the top 20 botanical 
gardens in the U.S. 
 The Arbor Café will be open with daily 
sandwich choices; the gift store will also 
be open but the tram will not be running. 
Non-member guests must pre-purchase 
tickets online. For information on Gibbs’ 
March opening date and other details, go 
to https://www.gibbsgardens.com/oper-
ational-changes/ or www.facebook.com/
gibbsgardens. 

Millions of daffodils will burst forth in bloom beginning in March and running for six 
weeks. This photo was taken at sunrise during March 2018. PHOTO COURTESY OF GIBBS GARDENS

Gibbs Gardens set to open in March

Florence Bohnic gets her second COVID-19 shot at Bells Family Pharmacy. 

Florence Bohnic with daughter Frani Divietro and 
son-in-law John Feuling. PHOTOS BY WAYNE TIDWELL

Centenarian gets 
COVID-19 vaccine shots

F
lorence Bohnic, 107-year-
old resident of Big Ca-
noe, received her second 
COVID vaccination Febru-

ary 11 at Bell’s Family Pharmacy in 
Tate, administered by Katie Bell, 
the pharmacy owner. Ms Bohnic 
has lived with her daughter, Frani 
Divietro and son-in-law John Feul-
ing in Big canoe since 1995. Bohnic 
said she had no issues with the first 
shot and gladly took her second 
COVID vaccine shot.

BY BARBARA SCHNEIDER
bschneider@smokesignalsnews.com
 

T
he Big Canoe POA board ap-
proved construction of four new 
bocce courts and moving the 
Marina docks at its Thursday        

Feb. 18 Zoom board meeting. 
 General Manager Scott Auer opened 
the meeting with a financial report that, 

he said, showed a strong start to 2021. 
“January’s General Operating Revenue was 
$13,224 to the good,” said Auer, “mainly 
due to 30+ house closing transfer fees. We 
don’t usually get 30 closings in January.” 
The perfect lead in for POA Director and 
Big Canoe Realty associate broker Phil 
Baldwin’s report on house sales. 

Hot seller’s market
 “We’re seeing multiple offers just hours 

after a home goes on the market” Baldwin 
told the board. “It continues to be a very hot 
seller’s market with quick sales in only days 
or hours. There are just 20 listings today in 
Big Canoe,” said Baldwin. “That’s the lowest 
number I can recall in all my time here.” 
 Ten homes are currently under con-
tract, he said; 185 homes closed in the last 
six months and 358 homes closed in last 12 
months. 
 The number of homes on the market in 
Big Canoe has steadily declined from 123 in 

May 2020. “There are no condos, Treetop-
pers or Buckskull Hollow properties on 
the market,” he added. The average home 
price in Big Canoe is now $450,000. Home 
sales range in price from $365,000 up to 
$1,499,000; this reflects home prices rising 
20 – 30% in the last two to three years.  
 With a dearth of resales, home buyers 
are turning to lots sales and building custom 
homes. There are approximately 20 new 
homes under construction in Big Canoe, 
he said, with average 

A rendering of the planned new bocce courts. IMAGE COURTESY OF THE POA BOARD

POA approves construction of four new bocce courts, 
moving marina docks; housing sales still hot, fast

Fans will be thrilled to see the car that 2020 NASCAR Champ Chase Elliott drove 
at Phoenix Raceway, securing his title. The dent in the vehicle’s roof is a result of 
Elliott’s enthusiastic jumping in Victory Lane. See the story on page 17.

New “Inspiration” 
coming to Gibbs Gardens

 When Hurricane Irma wiped out a 
hillside between the Japanese Garden and 
the Manor House, Jim Gibbs—with a “turn-
ing lemons into lemonade” mindset—was 
determined to create a new, innovative 
garden in the destroyed area. Although the 
idea for a new spring garden had been on 
his mind for years, Gibbs said Hurricane 
Irma in September 2017 made the decision 
to start immediately for him. The power-

ful storm’s winds collided with a wooded 
hillside tearing out 50 huge old trees and 
left a path of destruction from the Japanese 
Gardens to the Manor House Gardens. “I 
decided to turn Hurricane Irma’s mess into 
a grand new spring garden for our visitors,” 
he said.
 The April issue of Smoke Signals will 
feature an interview with Gibbs as he opens 
his brand-new Inspiration Garden to the 
public. “The hardest garden I’ve ever built,” 
he told Smoke Signals.
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Millions of daffodils will usher in spring


