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B
ig Canoe lost a mountain of 
a man in stature and kind-
ness when Kenneth Earl 
Rice died October 14. Born 

Sept. 14, 1939, he was 81. 
 His large size befitting his 
football days as an offensive tackle 
belied his soft and articulate speech 
acquired as a speech major at Au-
burn University where he chose to 
play his college ball. 
 Growing up in Bainbridge, Ga., 
Rice was a four-year letterman in 
high school football, and lettered in 
basketball, baseball and track each 
year. He was named Most Valuable 
football player his senior year and 
was known as the fastest guy on the 
team.
 Ten colleges and universities 
offered him scholarships in addi-
tion to Auburn where he played 
from 1957-1960. Along with many 
stints as Most Valuable Player, Rice 
was named Auburn All-American 
in his junior and senior years and 
was elected to more nationwide 
All-American teams than any player 
in Auburn history at the time. The 
Ken Rice Award is annually award-
ed to Auburn’s best blocker. 
 Rice was inducted into the Auburn Hall of Fame in 1988. More 
accolades were added when in 1989 he was named to the Georgia 
Sports Hall of Fame and the Alabama Sports Hall of Fame in 2002. 
 Off the football field at Auburn he was smitten with a sprite 
of a student named Billie Ann Perrin who he married in his junior 
year. With an allowance of only $100 a month, it became evident to 
Rice he had to get a job to support this marriage and he found one 
in construction to see them through school.

First player drafted in the AFL
 Following graduation Rice was the first player drafted in the 
AFL and the eighth player drafted in the NFL. He was the first draft 
choice of the Buffalo Bills and the St. Louis Cardinals. Rice played 

for the ‘61, ‘62 and ‘63 seasons of the 
Bills, making the All-Star team as 
the outstanding rookie his first year.
 For seven years his six foot 
three 250 pounds was like a pile 
driver on the line for the Buffalo 
Bills, Oakland Raiders and Miami 
Dolphins. In 1967 after injuring 
his back playing for the Dolphins 
and out of work, he went into the 
construction business despite his 
thoughts of becoming a coach since 
his life from childhood had been 
nothing but football. 

Standout moments
 After a career that included 
playing for Auburn and three pro-
fessional football teams Rice told of 
his standout moments in the game:
 “Most years, Auburn played 
Georgia in Columbus [Ga.] but in 
1960, our team took on UGA at 
Auburn. With less than a minute 
to go, Auburn kicked a field goal 
for a score of 9 to UGA’s 6. When 
Auburn kicked to Georgia, the UGA 
kick return player ran the ball up 
the field. I tackled the player on the 
eight-yard line with seconds to go 
and saved the game for Auburn.”
 Another unforgettable 
moment occurred in 1959 when 
Auburn played Georgia Tech in 

Atlanta. Tech was up 6-0 when Auburn drove the ball up the field 
and won in the last two minutes. Rice was recognized as National 
Lineman of the Week for that game.
 Rice, a very patriotic man, in recent years had been critical 
among his friends of today’s football players for disrespectfully 
taking a knee at the opening of games. He lamented the game today 
is not the game he loved and played years ago.

Hunting and fishing were favorite hobbies
 “Growing up in South Georgia, my favorite hobbies were 
hunting and fishing. These hobbies have continued through the 
years. We hunted mostly quail and dove and fished for bream and 
bass. My father had a strict rule that we were compelled to follow: 
Whatever you kill, you eat. Once I killed a mock-

BY ELLEN HARRISON
eharrison@smokesignalsnews.com 

O
n Friday, Oct. 23, the Pick-
ens County School District 
announced: 
       “Out of an abundance 

of caution and based on guidance from 
the Department of Public Health (DPH), 
Pickens County School District tradi-
tional students will transition to distance 
learning starting Monday, October 26, 
2020 through Friday, November 6, 2020. 
While our buildings are closed, we will 
perform deep cleanings. All buses will 
also be thoroughly cleaned.
 “We are making this decision with a 
heavy heart but with the best interest of 
everyone in mind. The health and safety 
of our students and staff is our number 
one priority. Please use this time to 
social distance and help stop the spread 
in our community.
 “Tate, Hill City, and PJHS will 
still be polling places on Election Day, 
November 3. Buildings will be cleaned 
before and after Election Day.” 

Increasing numbers 
of COVID cases

 Harmony Elementary had already 
closed Monday, October 12, where con-
tact tracing led to 13 out of 70 staff mem-
bers going home to quarantine, after two 
positive cases on that campus. They had 
been set to return to the building Oct 
26, but the district closure extends their 
quarantine two weeks.
 Tate Elementary began seeing 
increasing cases too, and on Thursday, 
Oct. 22, with contact tracing underway, 
“we realized we 
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I
ncluded on the Pickens County Nov. 
3 General Election ballot is a referen-
dum to continue a one-penny sales 
tax to fund capital projects in the 

Pickens County School System. In past 
years, the Education Special Purpose Local 
Option Sales Tax (ESPLOST) monies have 
been used to renovate and upgrade older 
buildings, provide improved, safe, 
student transportation, purchase 
instructional technology, and 
build extracurricular facilities, 
all of which will be included if 
citizens choose to vote “yes.”
 “ESPLOST monies allow 
us to keep our millage lower,” 
said Superintendent Dr. Rick 
Townsend in a phone interview 
with Smoke Signals Friday, Oct. 16. 
Pickens County Schools millage has been 
rolled back these past three years, from 15.33 
in 2018, 15.18 in 2019, and this year—14.83.
 That is lower than Dawson County 
Schools 15.778 mills, contrary to prevailing 
popular opinion, among Pickens’ retirees 
and residents — and a point of pride for 
Townsend. Cherokee stands at 19.45; For-
syth, 19.718; and Gilmer, 13.963.
 “Having ESPLOST monies available to 
the school system keeps the millage rate 
lower,” said Townsend. Otherwise, capital 
outlay projects would need to be funded 
through property taxes, or go lacking. 
 When ESPLOST issues are put to the 

voters, a punch list of eligible projects is 
included. According to information con-
tained in Townsend’s October presentation 
to board members, and an accompanying 
brochure for community organizations to 
handout, these are the pending ESPLOST 
funded projects, should Pickens voters 
approve:
     • school-specific upgrades in media cen-
ters, HVAC systems, parking lot sealcoat 

and striping, laminate flooring, roofing, 
furniture

 • a new high school agri-
culture facility
 • a new middle school 
agriculture facility
 • new buses added to 
fleet
 • remodeling Pickens 

High School - lights, ceilings, 
flooring, roofing, restrooms, 

kitchen, cafeteria, repaving of road 
and old parking lot, media center
 • upgrading security camera systems at 
district facilities
 • upgrading technology infrastructure, 
including relocating district server
 • additional technology access points
 • VoIP (voice-over-internet phone lines) 
throughout the district
 • transportation fuel station and manage-
ment system replacement.
 Projects completed during the past ES-
PLOST include:
 • softball and baseball complex
 • CTAE building which houses engineer-
ing, audio/video, 
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B
ig Canoe POA Directors voted 
unanimously to move forward 
with the proposed Capital Contri-
bution Fund (CCF) property own-

er vote at their Thursday, Oct. 22 board 
meeting. Director Candace Robertson 
described the proposed CCF purpose: “For 
the benefit of all Big Canoe homeowners 
to support future capital needs in our mas-
ter plan and to maintain and enhance our 
property.” The proposed fund, she stated, 
offers the fair way to maintain Big Canoe’s 
48-year-old infrastructure as well as to 
pay for enhancements “that perpetuate 
Big Canoe’s standing as the preeminent 
mountain community.” 
 During December the POA will ask 
property owners to vote on a proposed 
one-time $2500 fee to be assessed on all 
new homeowners at the closing of their 
purchases of Big Canoe homes. At this 
time there is no plan for an additional fee 
when purchasing a lot in Big Canoe. 
 According to the current CCF 
proposal, a virtual town hall—with a 
question and answer session focused on 
the CCF—is planned for Nov. 17. Ballots 
will be mailed out Nov. 25 with the voting 
period running from Dec. 2-28 and results 
announced Dec. 30.
 The board supports the CCF as “a fair 
way to balance the costs that have been 
born by current owners through the years 

with new owners and over time reduce the 
need for monthly assessment increases.” 
 Over the last two years, the POA 
board has been studying funding options, 
including how other comparable commu-
nities in the Southeast handle their funding 
needs. A 2018 POA Finance Committee re-
view found most of these similar communi-
ties used variations of new owner initiation 
fees. This type of contribution fee “puts 
no additional financial burden on current 
homeowners while enabling new owners to 
participate in and enjoy all that Big Canoe 
offers,” the CCF presentation states. 

Strong home sales continue
 “It’s a sellers’ market with homes 
selling very fast,” reported Phil Baldwin, 
POA director and Big Canoe Realty agent. 
“There are just 29 listings including 
one condo on the market today.” Prices 
range from $199,000 for the condo up to 
$1,499,000, he added. “Our average home 
price in Big Canoe is around $450,000 
including condos and cabins.” 

Ken Rice: ‘Big Canoe lost a mountain 
of a man in stature, kindness’
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POA to hold Capital 
Contribution Fund vote 

in December

Ten colleges and universities offered Ken Rice scholarships 
but he chose Auburn University where he was All American 
his junior and senior years. PHOTO COURTESY AUBURN UNIVERSITY
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The Chimneys.


