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BY CHRISTOPHER BARKER

W
atercolor art isn’t always as 
valued or appreciated as oil 
on canvas. But it should be. 
       Unlike many artistic 

mediums, watercolor painting isn’t amena-
ble to altering or covering artist errors, 
according to a local, award-winning expert 
in the genre.
 “Watercolors are harder than pastels, 
oils and acrylics, because you can’t change 
once you put the paint down,” says Barbara 
Edwards, a Jasper resident the past 30 years. 
“If you make a mistake, it’s a mistake.”
 Edwards must not make lots of 
mistakes, as evidenced by awards from 
watercolor societies and arts organizations 
regionally and nationally, among them 
several awards in an American Watercolor 
International show, Art League of Hilton 
Head Biennale Show (first place in 2D) and 
South Cobb Juried Show (Best in Show). 
Her painting titled “Nest” won Gold Awards 
at the Pikes Peak Watercolor International 
Show, the Patron Fine Art Award from the 
Watercolor Society of Alabama, second 
place in the SAAG National Juried Show at 
Blue Ridge Arts Center and first place in 3D 
in the 2019 Juried Fine Arts Show at Jasper’s 
Marble Festival.
 She has also achieved signature mem-
bership in the Georgia, Southern, Florida 
and Alabama watercolor societies.
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“Barbara 

Edwards’ art is 

in many private 

and corporate 

collections, 

including: Georgia 

Tech; Eagle Greens 

in Cornelia; Merrill 

Lynch in Clearwater, 

Fla.; Barnett Bank of 

Tampa, South Miami 

and Jacksonville, 

Fla.; Rex Women’s 

Hospital in Raleigh, 

N.C.; Shearson 

Lehman in Largo, 

Fla.; Tampa Electric 

Co. in Tampa, Fla.”

“‘You start with a 

plan, but you don’t 

know what’s going to 

happen,’ says Edwards. 

‘Something suggests 

something and dictates 

what to do. It’s 

planning plus chance.’”

 While art has long been important in 
Edwards’ life, she didn’t focus on watercolor 
painting until she was living in Clearwater, 
Fla., in her mid-30s.
 “I was always interested in art,” she 
says, recalling that a first-grade report 
card suggested her future with the words 
“Barbara draws very well.” Her father would 
find her latest drawings on the blackboard 
in her room when he returned from flying 
commercial aircraft before his daughter 
erased the board for the next drawing.
 “It was the way I entertained myself,” 
says Edwards. “We didn’t have TV in those 
days.”
 Edwards’ high school art teacher 
encouraged her to apply for admission 
to prestigious art programs, but she says 
her parents didn’t see art as a sensible or 
gender-appropriate profession. Edwards 
says that free-spirited female artists such 
as Georgia O’Keeffe were in the news, and 
bohemian lifestyles were not helpful in 
convincing her parents that the profession 
was respectable.
 Still, she chose to major in art and 
attended Ohio Wesleyan University, Florida 
State University and the Corcoran School 
of Art before graduating summa cum laude 
from Reinhardt University with a fine arts 
bachelor’s degree.
 But watercolor studies in Clearwater 
solidified Edwards’ niche choice. “I’ve taken 
a lot of workshops from some really good 
American Watercolor Society artists” and 
internationally known instructors in the 
medium, she says, and Edwards has also led 
watercolor workshops, herself.
 “I loved the look of watercolors,” she 
explains. “I like the luminosity and transpar-
ency of traditional watercolors and the fluid 
look of the paint.”

Jasper artist award-winning watercolorist
“Waterlilies Three,” acrylic on canvas, was painted from one of the many photos of flowers that Edwards has taken at Gibbs Gardens. PHOTOS COURTESY BARBARA EDWARDS

“The Back Road,” acrylic on canvas, was mostly painted plein air during a spring paint-
out sponsored by Gilmer Arts in Ellijay and touched up later in Edwards’ studio.

“A Crow, A Crow” is a watermedia painting that placed third in the League of Hilton 
Head Art Center contest.

The watermedia painting “Night Pastures” was included in the 
2020 International San Diego Watercolor Society juried show 
and placed first in the Gilmer Arts Spring Show.

“Goldfinches,” watermedia painting on paper, won the Airfloat 
Systems Award in the 2017 Southern Watercolor Society juried show.

“Here We Come, Sun,” a recent acrylic on 
canvas painting, shows chickens emerging 
to greet the day at Edwards’ neighbor’s 
house. “I liked the strong contrast of the 
door and the chickens,” says the artist. n  ARTIST  |  Page 6


