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G
ibbs Gardens added a new honor to its growing 
list of awards. 
       Marjorie Goldsmith, acclaimed, 90+-award 
winning travel writer and author, selected 

Gibbs Gardens for the 2020 Best Botanical Gardens in 
America list she compiled for Business Jet Traveler’s fall 
issue. 
 “Being named to the list of the 13 Best American 
Botanical Gardens is another dream come true,” said Jim 
Gibbs, the owner, designer, developer of Gibbs Gardens. 
“Opening Gibbs Gardens to the public in 2012 was my life-
long dream and to now be recognized among the other 
great American Botanical Gardens is a rewarding and 
thrilling experience.”
 Business Jet Traveler is a quarterly publication 
designed for CEOs, celebrities and other “high net worth 
individuals who fly privately,” said editor Jeff Burger. The 
publication is distributed in 150 countries. 

World-class garden destination
 Located in Ball Ground, Ga., 336-acre Gibbs Gardens 
was recognized for its 220 acres of artistically designed 
gardens, 24 ponds, 32 bridge crossings, 19 waterfalls, 
spring-fed streams and walkable pathways. Another 100 
acres are currently being developed into two additional 
gardens, not open to the public at this time. 
 Gibbs recently received the 2020 Award of Excel-
lence—the highest national award presented by the Gar-
den Clubs of America—for his achievement in the design 
and development of Gibbs Gardens. He also received 
the 2020 Merit Award presented by the Garden Clubs of 
Georgia. 
 Gibbs Gardens received the Southern Living award 
for the Best Southern Garden. Other awards include The 
Best Fall Color in Georgia, Southern Accents Magazine; 
Best of the Southern Gardens, Trip Advisor/ Certificate of 

Excellence 2019, Hall of Fame-2015, 16, 17, 18, 19. The famed 
spring daffodils and fall Japanese Maples crimson foliage 
have been featured in Southern Living magazine. 
 Recognized as an important location for healthy exer-
cise with social distancing, Gibbs Gardens remains open 
during the COVD-19 pandemic. For information about 
location, hours, ticketing and COVID -19 precautions go to 
https://www.gibbsgardens.com/. 
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V
oters will choose between a Re-
publican and an Independent for 
the next Pickens County com-
mission chairperson on Nov. 3, 

a position that pays between $90,000 and 
$100,000 annually, according to candidates.
 Both men say they want to see the 
community grow and prosper—one having 
worked two years as executive director 
of the chamber of commerce, the other 
having just brought two, new healthcare 

facilities to Jasper this year. They agree 
public interests will always override and 
out rank their own.
 Both candidates, David Shouse, 40, (I) 
and Kris Stancil, 45, (R) speak of economic 
development, zoning, land use, and infra-
structure in terms of uniform, consistent, 
and long-term planning, steady growth 
of revenue, working to build coalitions 
between county, cities and towns, and 
preserving the tranquil character of the 
county.
 Shouse, owner of Atlanta Automa-
tion and Security, developer and investor, 

and Stancil, Commander of the Sheriff’s 
Administrative Services Division and De-
partment Chaplain, both express support 
for a no-kill animal shelter, mostly accom-
plished already with help from non-profits 
DePaws We Care, and Partners of Pickens 
Pets. And, they both agree the shelter’s 
mission should be separated from animal 
control—a job for marshals.
 Both support the Jasper airport expan-
sion as key to economic and job growth in 
the county. 
 Both men speak of admiring Ronald 
Reagan—his “trickle down economics,” his 

backbone, and the nature of his relation-
ship with wife, Nancy. Then, their back-
grounds and approach to the leadership 
task diverge. Bare-knuckled attacks, debat-
ed, and echoed on social media, began.
 A video of their first debate is avail-
able at: https://pickens.fetchyournews.
com/2020/09/18/pickens-county-commis-
sion-chair-debate-shouse-stancil/
 A second debate is set for October 5, 
sponsored by The Pickens Progress.

BY JUDY HARVEY 
Rotary Club of Jasper

T
he five Rotary clubs in Pickens 
and Cherokee counties joined 
together on August 26 to distrib-
ute more than 20,000 pounds of 

fresh produce—equivalent to approximate-
ly 30,800 meals--to area families in need 
during the continuing COVID-19 pandemic. 
 Leaders and members of the Rota-
ry Clubs of Jasper, Canton, Towne Lake, 
Woodstock and Cherokee County coordi-
nated the delivery and unloading of a trailer 
containing 24 pallets filled with pre-packed 
boxes of fresh vegetables and fruit as part 
of the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s 
Farmers to Families Program. The Rotary 
clubs then partnered with other nonprofit 
organizations across the two counties that 
have direct connections to families in their 
communities who are experiencing food 

Gibbs Gardens named to 
‘2020 Best Botanical Gardens 

in America’ list

“It is more than just carrying a box of food. 
It is really helping somebody’s life and helping them to feel better.”  – Max Caylor

Rotary members participating in the food distribution included Dr. Rick Townsend, 
Amberle Godfrey, Jacque Elwarner, Dale Morrissey and Tom Harrison. PHOTOS COURTESY OF  

ROTARY CLUB OF JASPER

Rotarians deliver 20,000 pounds of USDA 
supplied produce to local residents, nonprofits

Pickens BOC chair candidates debate
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insecurities exacerbated further by the 
pandemic.

1,250 family-sized boxes delivered
 As part of the Coronavirus Food 
Assistance Program, U.S. Department 

of Agriculture (USDA) Secretary Sonny 
Perdue announced on April 17, USDA would 
be exercising authority under the Families 
First Coronavirus Response Act to pur-
chase and distribute agricultural products 

to those in need. Through this program, 
USDA’s Agricultural Marketing Service 
has partnered with national, regional and 
local distributors, whose workforces have 
been significantly impacted by the clo-
sure of restaurants, hotels and other food 
service businesses, to purchase up to $4 
billion in fresh produce, dairy and meat 
products from American producers of all 
sizes. The program supplies food boxes of 
fresh fruits and vegetables, dairy products, 
meat products and a combination box of 
fresh produce, dairy or meat products. 
Distributors package these products into 
family-sized boxes, and then transport them 
to food banks, community and faith-based 
organizations, and other nonprofits serving 
Americans in need.
 Following initial distribution, the 
Rotary Club of Jasper participated in two 
additional large-scale food deliveries, the 
latest was conducted n  FOOD  |  Page 2
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“T
he Big Canoe housing market is doing so well, 
we need houses,” POA Director and Big Ca-
noe Realty sales agent Phil Baldwin told the 
POA Board at its Thursday, Sept. 24 meeting. 

“There are only 31 homes but no condos for sale in Big Ca-
noe, down from 53 in August,” he said. For a community with 
about 2800 homes, typically there would be up to 10 percent 
on the market at any give time, about one percent of the 
existing homes are on the market.
 “Over the last six months 195 homes closed for a total of 
309 home closings over the last year,” he added. 
 Prices of homes listed ranged from $229,000 in the 
Buckskull neighborhood up to $1,499,000. There are 21 homes 
now under contract and about 20 homes under construction. 
 The average cost per square foot is $150 for homes in the 
$500,000 to $600,000 (plus the lot) price range for an average 
3,035 square foot home. Home prices are up about 10 percent 
this year in Big Canoe and up 20 percent nationally. 
 Lots are selling too, Baldwin added. Currently there are 
127 lots for sale in Big Canoe, ranging in price from $3,000 
up to $399,300 on Lake Petit. There were 132 lots for sale in 
August and 140 in July; 29 lots sold last year. 
 Most of the buyers are families, said Baldwin. “Many are 
from cities; families looking for more space in their homes 
and more green space to get outdoors.” Bent Tree, The Vil-
lages at Blackwell Creek and many areas of far north Georgia 
are seeing a high level of home sales. “We’ve had inquiries 
from Florida too, from people who are just tired of storms,” 
said Baldwin.

Spruce up Big Canoe underway
 “Spruce up Big Canoe is going well,” General Manager 
Scott Auer told the board, adding that roofs had been replaced 
at The Chimneys, Canoe Lodge and Big Canoe Postal Facility
—with more to come. The ClayTech conversion of Big Canoe’s 
tennis courts will get underway. 

Home sales in Big 
Canoe continue 
at record levels
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A view of the Water Lily Gardens featuring a replica of 
Claude Monet’s Japanese Bridge. PHOTO COURTESY GIBBS GARDENS


