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Smoke Signals Arts & Entertainment 
begins on page 19 of this section.

Big Canoe novelist 
looks behind police badges

BY JANE GALVIN

D
id you hear the one about the 
Great Pyrenees who walks into 
a bar? Doesn’t sound plausible? 
Then how about a Great Pyrenees 

walks—on his own volition—into the Big 
Canoe Animal Rescue?
 The same place he escaped from by 
jumping a six-foot fence then leading ev-
eryone involved on a 12-day rescue mission. 
Thus, begins the story of Sinbad. 
 Saturday, April 25: A Great Pyrenees 
was spotted on Petit Ridge Drive and Indian 
Pipe Road in Big Canoe. Several people 
called BCAR to alert them to the dog. 
 Tom Attaway, BCAR co-president 
responded to the call. The dog would not 

BY WAYNE TIDWELL
wtidwell@smokesignalsnews.com

E
nsign Julia Morrow of Big Canoe 
may have missed the traditional 
ceremony of her Naval Acade-
my graduation because of the 

COVID-19pandemic, but she saw plenty of 
pomp as approximately 100 vehicles formed 
a parade to salute her accomplishment.
 Morrow, the 22-year-old daughter of 
Scott and Lori Shiffman, graduated with a 
B.S. degree in quantitative economics from 
the Naval Academy in June and will report 
for duty in San Diego toward the end of 
summer. She completed her last semester 
through virtual classes from home.
 The surprise parade started at 10:30 
a.m. Saturday morning in the Big Canoe 

Chapel parking lot and wound around 
Buckskull to Pettit Ridge Drive to Wilder-
ness Parkway then crossed the dam where 
Morrow and her parents were standing at 
the North Georgia Veterans Memorial on 
the pretense of having family photos taken. 
Cars were adorned with patriotic and mil-
itary decorations and fire department and 
law enforcement vehicles were positioned 
sporadically throughout the parade column. 
Lights were flashing and horns beeped as 
they saluted Julia and her family.
 “It was absolutely amazing,” Morrow’s 
proud mother said, estimating that there 
were 100-120 vehicles in the parade. “
 Morrow went to Cherokee Christian 
High School in Woodstock, where she 
was very involved in athletics and was a 
point guard on the 

A relaxed Sinbad loves playing with 
and attention from Liz Wintter’s 
granddaughter at the BCAR kennel. 
PHOTO BY LIZ WINTTER

Sinbad: The prodigal dog returns to Big Canoe Animal Rescue
get into a car, had no collar and would not 
let Attaway put a slip-lead collar on him. He 
went back to BCAR and picked up a Have a 
Heart Trap, set it up, baited it and ended up 
catching the dog. The dog, a Great Pyrenees 
likely around 90 pounds, filled the trap and 
was a little traumatized by being caught in 
such a small enclosure. Attaway named the 
dog Sinbad (BCAR’s tradition that whoever 
catches the dog or cat has naming rights). 

The adventures of Sinbad begin
 Thursday, May 7: Sinbad escapes BCAR 
by jumping or scaling a six-foot fence. Liz 
Wintter, BCAR’s other co-president, and 
several volunteers trailed Sinbad down 
Steve Tate Highway north of Big Canoe. 
 Barb Peterson, who lives on Steve Tate 
near Big Canoe, owns two Great Pyrenees. 
She walked down Steve Tate with her dog 
Annabelle to a dirt fire road where Sinbad 
was hanging out to try to attract and then 
catch him. The attracting part worked but 
not the catching part. Shortly after Sinbad 
headed further down the fire road, Jason 
Hutcherson, the director of Dawson Hu-
mane Society Shelter, and Brendan Grindle, 
the Dawson County Animal Control officer 
came to that location and walked down the 
road looking for Sinbad. He had vanished 
into the woods. 
 Friday, May 8: Sinbad was sighted off 
Hwy. 136 overlook, looking down on Jasper 
in Pickens County. Sinbad turned up a 
driveway leading to a small farm. Pamela 
Cronan, who lives in the area, knew the 
property was up for sale and called the real 
estate agent. The owner, she learned, had 
three Great Pyrenees n  SINBAD  |  Page 2

Surprise parade gives Ensign Morrow 
some pomp for her Naval Academy graduation

The agreement for Bobby Jones Links to manage Big Canoe was signed Friday, May 22 by 
POA President Bob Crouch (center at the table) with Bobby Jones Links Founding Partners 
Steve Willy (left) signing and Whitney Crouse (right). Watching the important event were 
(l. to r.) POA Directors Regis Falinski, Wayne Crawford and Lou Stephenson standing on 
the clubhouse greens with Lake Sconti and Big Canoe’s mountains in the background. 

BY BARBARA SCHNEIDER
bschneider@smokesignalsnews.com

A
fter months of consideration, 
the Big Canoe POA Board of 
Directors officially approved a 
management agreement with 

Bobby Jones Links at the Thursday, May 
21 board meeting. The agreement for Bob-
by Jones Links to manage the Big Canoe 
community for three years was signed by 
POA President Bob Crouch and Bobby 
Jones Links Founding Partners Steve Willy 
and Whitney Crouse Friday, May 22 on 
the clubhouse greens with Lake Sconti 
and Big Canoe’s mountains as background.     

 At the May 21 meeting Lou Stephen-
son made the motion to approve with 
Wayne Crawford seconding; the vote was 
unanimous for those attending. Director 
Jay Goldman was absent due to illness. 
 Calling the agreement “a major mile-
stone,” Couch said “The more I deal with 
Gautam [Patankar] and Bobby Jones Links 
people the more optimistic I become.” 
 “Bobby Jones Links is a quality com-
pany with quality people, great service 
and great direction,” said Director Phil 
Baldwin. 
 POA Directors Regis Falinski and 
Goldman headed up the committee that 
negotiated the agreement 

POA board, Bobby Jones 
Links sign agreement for 

management of Big Canoe
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Ensign Julia Morrow with parents Scott and Lori Shiffman at the North Georgia 
Veterans Memorial on the Petit Dam where a parade of more than 100 vehicles saluted 
her. PHOTO BY JIM FRANCIS


