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O
n Thursday, March 18, Repre-
sentative Rick Jasperse’s House 
Bills 682 and 683 were ap-
proved in the Georgia Senate.

       Jasperse’s action to abolish the cur-
rent Board of Elections on June 30, and 
“reestablish and reconstitute” that body 
on July 1, will change the way elections 
board members are appointed, giving 
the Pickens County Commission more 
control over who serves. Chairman 

Kris Stancil said last week that the way 
commissioners will choose those people, 
recommended by the two major par-
ties’ executive committees, is still being 
developed. 
 The county commission will select 
the chairperson, another change from 

current structure, rather than the four 
board members. That finalized board will 
hire the Supervisor of Elections and Reg-
istration, a job currently held by Julianne 
Roberts.

Current Pickens Election Board to be ‘reestablished, reconstituted’ July 1
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“M
arch, April, and No-
vember typically have 
the highest number of 
wildfires in Georgia,” U.S. 

Forest Service wildfire expert Mike Davis 
told attendees at the Wildcat Community, 
meeting in Pickens Station 10 on Saturday, 
March 27. Davis, along with Forest Ranger 
Anthony English and Firewise state liaison 
Frank Riley, presented critical informa-
tion about mountain wildfires and fire 
prevention to representatives of mountain 
communities that comprise Wildcat at the 
3,000-foot-high Monument Road station.  
 “Stack the deck in your home’s favor,” 
Davis urged. Wildfire risk throughout the 
North Georgia mountains is substantial. 
“We’re on the western side of the Appa-
lachians,” he added. The area is high and 
remote with difficult access—especially 
for fire engines maneuvering steep narrow 
roads—sloping land and lots of natural 
material for fuel. 

Create a “clean” zone
 Davis stressed the proactive things 
homeowners can do to reduce fire dangers 

Firewise: Help prevent forest fires; 
‘stack the deck in your home’s favor’

to their homes and emphasized the impact 
weather can have on fire conditions. 
 “Pine straw and dead leaves are a 
danger,” he said. “Change conditions of 

the house and immediate surroundings to 
reduce ignition likelihood.” As an example, 
he described a house that survived a large, 
moving fire that destroyed surrounding 

homes and acres of forest thanks to the 
precautions taken by the homeowners. 
 “Ember showers can account for most 
home ignitions during a wildfire,” he said. 
“Research indicates that embers can ignite 
dry pine needles in as little as 9 seconds.” 
Dried plant litter, leaves, pine needles and 
debris piled up around foundations and 
along roof gutters become fuel for ember 
showers. Non-combustible roofs are critical, 
he added.  
 What should homeowners do? Davis 
recommends taking action within the “home 
ignition zone” which is the area five feet to 
30 feet wide around the home. “Non-flam-
mable green plants are fine but remove 
dead material from the ground, around and 
under shrubs by the home, get rid of dead 
branches and debris. 
 “Install finer screening for vents and 
gables to prevent burning embers/material 
from getting inside the attic.” Unoccupied 
rental properties may become fuel for fires if 
the grounds aren’t maintained, debris picked 
up and a clean zone maintained around the 
house, he added. Learn more by visiting: 
https://www.nfpa.org/Public-Education/
Fire-causes-and-risks/Wildfire/Prepar-
ing-homes-for-wildfire

W
atch them soar! The North Georgia 
Model Aviators invite the public to their 
radio-controlled aircraft airshow and 
aircraft swap meet on April 10 from 9 a.m. 

until dark. The event will be held at their air field located 
at 553 Geirren Road, Dawsonville, Ga. 30534. 
 This is the NGMA’s new location after moving from 
their airfield on Old Federal Highway, which used to be 
a favorite place for people driving back and forth to Big 
Canoe to stop and watch the planes for a while. 
 These airplanes are officially considered works 
of art. The Bowen Center for the Arts in Dawsonville 
featured the planes in an exhibit in early 2021. 
 The free, open-to-the-public show will feature 3D 
Aerobatics, Scale War Birds, Helicopters, Bi-Planes, 
Electric Jets, gliders, Racers and Trainer Aircraft.
 Come Join Us! “North Georgia’s Premier Radio 
Control Aircraft Club”
 (Food from venders is not available at this event. A 
soft drink machine and an ADA Porta-John are on-site).

 For more information go to: Facebook:NGMARC, 
www.ngmarc.org
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North Georgia Model Aviators to host airshow April 10
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Clayton Preble, president, Wildcat Community, Inc., illustrating the benefits of the Firewise 
approach. PHOTO BY CARL DEANE

BY LEIGH YOUNG 

B
ack in the ‘70s, Big Canoe Chapel 
member Bill Armstrong had a 
medical emergency and credited 
Big Canoe’s Public Safety officers 

with saving his life. His family created a 
fund at the chapel to honor those who had 
helped Bill in his time of need. 
 Each year, starting in 2006, Big 
Canoe Chapel has given the Bill and Jean 
Armstrong Humanitarian Award to a 
Public Safety officer who has demonstrat-
ed excellent service. Each winner of the 
award receives a plaque, a name plate to 
go with previous winners on a plaque at 
the POA Fire Station, and a financial gift.
 Big Canoe Chapel Senior Pastor 
Len Walker presented the 2020 Bill and 
Jean Armstrong Humanitarian Award 

to Public Safety Officer Becky Mosher 
on Monday, March 8. Becky has worked 
at the security gates for 18 years, work-
ing day and night shifts at the Main and 
North gates and is currently assigned to 
the North Gate day shift. Access Control 
Supervisor Ernie Hensley stated, “Becky 
is dependable and has worked extra hours 
when there was a need.  She is observant, 
good at multitasking, enforces the POA 
rules, maintains a positive attitude, and 
provides excellent customer service. She 
is always willing to go the extra step to 
assist others.  Becky is well respected 
by her colleagues. It was an honor to 
recommend Becky Mosher for the 2020 
Armstrong Award.” 
 The Big Canoe Chapel is thankful 
to Becky for keeping our members and 
community safe.

Bill and Jean Armstrong 
Humanitarian Award 
presented to Public Safety 
officer Becky Mosher. 
Seen here (l to r) are Ernie 
Hensley, Becky Mosher, and 
Pastor Len Walker. PHOTO 

COURTESY OF BIG CANOE CHAPEL

Big Canoe Chapel honors Becky Mosher 
with Bill and Jean Armstrong Humanitarian Award

“Becky has 
worked at the 
security gates for 
18 years, working 
day and night 
shifts at the Main 
and North gates.”
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