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D
awson County elected officials 
voted unanimously to align a 
county ordinance with Georgia’s 
new hotel-motel tax law.

 “It is important for people to under-
stand this is not a new tax,” District 1 Com-
missioner Sharon Fausett said. “This update 
needed to be done to get our ordinance 
in line with the state’s terminology and 
regulations. It spells out the role of corpo-
rate entities in the collection of hotel-motel 
taxes. We are working on an ordinance for 
short term rentals operated by individuals.”
 Gov. Brian Kemp signed lodging tax 
legislation, House Bill 317, into law April 
21, 2021. It went into effect July 1. The law 
provides the state to levy a tax on short-
term home rental companies, who will have 
to pay hotel taxes. 
 In essence, the law requires home 
rental companies—such as Airbnb and 
VRBO—collect Georgia’s $5-per-night lodg-
ing tax and local excise taxes, which can 
reach eight%. The costs will be passed on to 
renters on their bills.
 According to the VRBO.com website, 
there are 241 properties in Big Canoe includ-
ing 190 house rentals and 51 cabin rentals. 
An estimated 77 are listed on Airbnb.com.
 The measure is one of the ways to tax 

online companies doing business in Geor-
gia, adding to laws passed in recent years 
that tax Uber, Amazon and other internet 
retailers. Traditional hotels, retailers, and 
taxis have thrown support behind the law 
that taxes their internet competitors and the 
tax is a boost to local governments.
 Dawson County residents benefit from 
the modification because it “casts primary 
responsibility for payment of this tax that 
has always been an obligation of property 
owners and moved it to be the primary re-
sponsibility of the marketplace innkeepers,” 
Dawson County Public Affairs Officer Laura 
Fulcher said in an email to Smoke Signals. 
“But if the marketplace innkeepers do not 
pay the tax, then it remains the obligation 
of the property owner who is receiving the 
income.”
 Extended-stay rentals—those lasting 30 
days or more—are exempt from the $5-per-
night lodging tax.  
 “With the increasing demand of short-
term rentals in Dawson County, we are very 
supportive of the county’s new ordinance 
to help align with other overnight lodging,” 
Dawson County Chamber of Commerce 
and Office of Tourism Development Pres-
ident Mandy Power said. “Tourism is a big 
component of Dawson County’s overall 
revenue, and this allows us to attract more 
overnight guests to our beautiful commu-
nity.  This leads to additional taxes paid 
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P
ickens County property owners 
will see a smaller millage rate in 
their year-end tax bills, given recent 
budget actions by the school board 

and county commissioners.
 All together, Pickens’ property owners 
will see a reduction from 22.443, to 21.789, a 
0.654 cut in tax rate. A tax rate of one mill 
represents a tax liability of $1 per $1000 of 
assessed property value, according to the 

GA Department of Revenue. 
 The “assessed value” is 40% of the 
property’s fair market value, set by ap-
praisers in the county tax assessor’s office. 
According to the state’s explanation, in 
Pickens County, this year’s bill will be $21.79 
for every $1000 of that assessed value.  
(See https://dor.georgia.gov/local-govern-
ment-services/digest-compliance-section/
property-tax-millage-rates)
 Both the school system and the county 
received multi-million dollar infusions of 
federal grant monies aimed to counter the 

COVID pandemic’s adverse effects on the 
economy. As a result, budgets remained 
stable despite challenges. Both boards also 
credited staff for their efforts to maintain 
economy and efficiency during the 2020 
fiscal year, allowing these reductions.
 The school board’s budget for the 
current fiscal year increased less than one 
percent, coming in around $48 million. The 
approved 14.30 millage rate is less than last 
year’s 14.83. Board chairperson Sue Finley 
thanked Superintendent Tony Young for 
several personnel cuts in the central office 

during their August meeting, which she said 
also helped the budget remain neutral.
 The commissioners approved a millage 
rate of 7.489 this year, down from 7.613 
in 2020. Chairman Kris Stancil said even 
with this tax rate decrease, an addition-
al $400,000 revenue is expected, due to 
growth in the amount of properties and 
their increasing values. 
 Questions about tax bills and property 
values may be addressed in the tax assessor 
and commissioner county offices, located at 
1266 E. Church Street, Jasper.
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W
e did it! The Afghan family 
furniture/clothing drive was 
a huge success in so many 
ways. Big Canoe came out 

in droves to support the Afghan families 
moving to Georgia. The time from the 
inception to the final delivery was less than 
a week yet in short order the community 
banded together to support our new Afghan 
Americans. We had a 26-foot truck to load 
but we could have filled three if we only had 
the time. Folks started dropping off furnish-
ings and donations at my house on Tuesday 
October 12. Luckily for us, my neighbor Pam 
Relyea was here to greet them and put the 
furniture in the garage. And the dona-
tions just kept on coming! We found out 
Thursday evening that we had to have the 
clothing sorted by size and in boxes, yikes! 
My garage was already full Friday and most 
of the clothing was in bags at this point. 
Luckily for me my friends, Judi Hildebrandt 
and Jacqueline Shand came to the rescue 
Friday morning and started repacking while 
I greeted so many generous Big Canoers 
dropping off more donations. 
 The generosity of our community 
was humbling. Ninety Nine percent of the 
donations were in good to excellent condi-
tion, and we would have all been pleased to 
own them. Pam Relyea had donated a red 
leather chair that I could have auctioned 
at least 10 times over. That was a hard one 
to part with! We had to stop accepting 
furniture because of the limited space in 
the truck and it was a big truck! We had 

Pickens County reduces property tax rate

New ordinance keeps Dawson in line with state
Fausett: ‘this is not a new tax’

by visitors and in turn helps improve our 
roads, parks, public safety and our schools.”  
 In earlier board business, a motion 
passed 4-0 to approve the use of American 
Rescue Plan funding to provide premium 
pay to 104 Sheriff’s officers, an increase of 
$3 per hour, at a cost of $767,606. It also 
gave Emergency 911 employees a $2 hourly 
increase at a cost of $65,607. Twenty-eight 
full-time firefighters/EMTs and eight part-
time firefighters/EMTs will also see a $2 per 
hour salary increase at a cost of $176,382 and 
$11,246, respectively. In addition, 17 Public 

Works employees will receive a $2 per hour 
increase at a cost of $70,720. The motion 
also “rolled in” the cost of previous increas-
es for paramedics approved in April 2021 
at a cost of $238,067, plus $2 per hour for 
med unit (employees working on ambu-
lances) pay at a cost of $75,593. The changes 
became effective with the pay period 
beginning September 4, 2021. The motion 
was made by District 3 Commissioner Tim 
Satterfield and seconded by District 2 Com-
missioner Chris Gaines.

Lots of needed quilts were donated to the 
Afghan refugees. PHOTO BY XAVIERE CHATAGNIER

Martine Cabrera, Jose Casas and Nicholas 
Chastain complete the transfer of donations 
to the Storage facility. PHOTO BY XAVIERE CHATAGNIER

Jacqueline Shand and John Balducci box up 
donations. PHOTO BY WAYNE TIDWELL

A truckload of love

almost more furniture than we could carry 
plus a huge assortment of household goods, 
durable medical equipment, and clothing. 
We had a stroller that never even made it 
into the storage bin since one of the families 
needed it immediately. We had three sofas, 
four perfectly sized dining room tables, a 
large assortment of chairs and recliners, 
a fabulous trundle bed, two coffee tables, 
best ever red leather chair that was hard 
to part with, at least 10 side tables, two 
desks, over 20 lamps with perfectly good 
shades and so much more. People donated 

a wheelchair, walkers, canes, a stroller, 
bath towels and some were just bought for 
these families, sheets, blankets, comfort-
ers, and dishes brand new and gently used 
(there were some pretty ones from Home 
Restaurant that I really coveted). The Pine 

Needle Quilters of Big Canoe donated 11 
gorgeous children’s quilts that would bring 
a smile to anyone lucky enough to receive. 
Sheila Randal donated over 10 hand knitted 
sweaters plus as many hats and scarves. 
Several people went to the store and bought 
brand new items including flatware, dishes, 
utensils, pots, pans, towels and sheets! 
And the generosity kept on pouring in! We 
had clothing of every size imaginable. Our 
community donated fabulous winter coats, 
sweaters, jackets, shoes and basically every-
thing from head to toe. We really needed 
more children’s clothing and as soon as we 
put the word out, it too became a reality. 
We received kid’s toys, puzzles and cloth-
ing. An incredibly generous family with kids 
stopped off right after church with a carload 
of kid’s clothing which was exactly what we 
needed. And all of this is just the tip of the 
iceberg!
 I spoke with many different people 
here in Big Canoe that wanted to donate 
items and shared stories of how their 
recently departed father, husband and wives 
would have wanted their treasures to be 
shared and share they did, bringing much 
needed medical equipment and clothing. 
I still had my mother’s smaller side chairs 
that I had been reluctant to part with for 
the last 15 years but I knew that she would 
have loved me donating them and I did. 
When we unloaded these at the storage bin 
in Decatur, Hogai Nassery saw them and 
said that the print looked almost Afghan 
and these would be treasured, she didn’t 
know that I had donated them, nor did she 
know that my n  TRUCKLOAD  |  Page 2

“In short order the 
community banded 

together to support our 
new Afghan Americans.”

Dawson County Board of Commissioners voted September 16 to align a county ordinance 
with the state’s new hotel motel tax law. PHOTO BY WAYNE TIDWELL


