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O
n Oct. 14, the Big Canoe Hiking 
Club will once more try our 
long-planned trip to the Panther 
Creek Trail. The club first tried 

to do this hike in November 2019 and again 
last March. First, we were hindered by bad 
weather and then by COVID. Third time is 
hopefully the charm! 
 This a longer hike of approximately an 
8-mile round trip. The Panther Creek Trail 
provides vista views and a waterfall and 
is in the Cohutta Wilderness. This hike is 
one of the most favored in North Georgia. 

The elevation reaches 4,100 feet, and hikers 
should see ferns and witch hazel along our 
route. The drive to the trailhead is just un-
der two hours from Big Canoe, so this will 
be a long day for our more intrepid hikers. 
 In September, the club members 
returned to Vogel State Park near Blairs-
ville and hiked the Bear Hair Gap Trail, 
which touches on the lower reach of Blood 
Mountain. Bear Hair Gap Trial is a mod-
erate-to-strenuous 4.4-mile loop with an 
uphill grade of approximately 1,000 feet for 
the first 1.25 miles. At the highest point, the 
trail reaches an elevation of 3,280 feet with a 
long-range view of Lake Trahlyta. 

 After the long climb, the hikers enjoyed 
the downhill portion of the hike that passed 
through forests of laurel and rhododen-
dron and included a couple of Wolf Creek 
crossings. With the ready rainfall this year, 
the sounds of waterfalls were a constant 
companion. Vogel State Park includes 
cabins, fishing, picnic pavilions, a lakeside 
trail around Lake Trahlyta, and access to 
backcountry hiking. The drive to this park 
is about an hour and a half from the North 
Gate, making it an easy day trip from Big 
Canoe.
 August was a hot month for hiking. 
Nonetheless, the Hiking Club traveled to 

Red Top Mountain State Park for a loop on 
the Homestead Trail. This was a moderate 
5-mile hike with parts of the trail circling 
Lake Allatoona. There were opportunities 
for photographs at the beginning of our hike 
and as we passed sections of the lake. We 
arrived at 10 a.m. and were finished around 
noon. The group socially distanced at some 
picnic tables and enjoyed a bit of visiting 
while we ate sack lunches. Usually, the club 
would eat out after this hike, but we are 
doing our best to be safe and responsible 
during this crazy 2020. We had fewer hikers 
than usual—17, but everyone who attended 
was glad to hit the trails.

M
any years ago, while living in 
northern Kentucky, current 
Big Canoe resident Richard 
Hamilton bought a packet of 

golf tees signed by the great Bobby Jones 
at a sports memorabilia auction in Cin-
cinnati. That was his first, but far from his 
last, financial and emotional investment in 
the history of the only golfer to ever win a 
single season “Grand Slam.” His collection 
eventually included an engraved watch 
presented to Jones, as well as many his-
toric documents signed by him.
 The kindness of Jones’s relatives was 
a major factor in acquiring much of the 
material. After learning a first cousin of 
Jones lived in Canton, a phone call to him 
resulted in an invitation to chat about 
the legacy of the legend. Jones’s daugh-
ter Clara was also a great help over the 
years, even giving Richard a rare print. 
 “Clara called to arrange for some 
badges to the Masters one year, but the 
person who handled the call wasn’t aware 
she was Bobby’s daughter and refused.” 
To put it in golf terms, Atlanta legend 
Charlie Yates played the part of a rules 
official and the oversight was corrected, 
badges secured. Hopefully, that simply 
resulted in a “bogey” by the Augusta Na-
tional employee involved and not a “DQ.”
 Richard’s collection is now on 
display at the Old Golf Shop in Pinehurst, 
North Carolina. It’s a fascinating busi-
ness. Old clubs from Scotland can fetch 
between forty and fifty thousand dollars. 
A Green Jacket worn by Horton Smith, 

the winner of the first Masters, brought 
$682,229 in 2013. That’s admittedly a 
Dustin Johnson drive short of the $3.93 
million recently paid for a Mike Trout 
(Los Angeles Angels) signed rookie base-
ball card in August.
 Keep in mind the baseball market 
is driven by the rarest of rare, the $3.12 
million Honus Wagner card in 2016. The 
same week the Trout card was bought, 
Richard, Big Canoe resident Ray Shoup 
and I were invited by Whitney Crouse 
of Bobby Jones Links to play the recently 
renovated Bobby Jones Golf Course off 
Northside Drive in Atlanta. To be kind, 
it was in disrepair in recent years. To be 
accurate, it is now a one-of-a kind design 
that takes advantage of every square foot 
of space in the 130-acre property with a 
view of the Atlanta skyline and a walking 
trail around the course.  
 

Sophie becomes a Big Canoe cat
Preface by Glenda Mitchell

 Neither my husband nor I are pet 
people, but we had been having problems 
with rodents eating the wiring in our car, a 
downside of living in the woods. A friend 
told us an outdoor cat would solve the 
problem. When a beautiful cat showed up 
around the house, we decided to feed it and 
call it our pet. We bought a bowl and, morn-
ing and evening, put out food, taking care 
not to leave it there long as we are aware of 
bears. 
 It did not take long before sweet Sophie 
was showing up at mealtime and letting me 
sit and talk to her while she ate. Next thing 
you know, she was rubbing against my leg. 
I began to fall for her. I guess she thought 
we were safe, and one day two cute kittens 
appeared with her and moved in under our 
back steps. Sophie also tried to come inside 
every time I opened the door. This was 
more than we bargained for, so we called 
BCAR’s Maggie’s House. This amazing 
group of people went out of their way to 
capture mom and kittens over two days. It 
was bittersweet watching them drive away, 
but we knew Sophie was an indoor cat and 
those two kittens needed a home. 

Sophie finds her forever home
 After retiring in 2019, I started 2020 
with a resolution to volunteer. I told my 
sister I had signed up to help at Maggie’s 
House, BCAR’s feline branch. Her words 
to me were something like, “You know you 
can’t bring all those cats home with you, 
don’t you?” We had lost our female cat last 
year and, in the back of my mind, I thought, 
I can bring one home. 
 When I walked into Maggie’s House 
with Henri Hall for training in January I 
noticed Sophie right away. Her kittens had 

Big Canoe Hiking Club members pause by Lake Allatoona.August’s hike took members to Red Top Mountain State Park. PHOTOS BY STEVE PAPKE

Autumn hikes highlight 
Big Canoe Hiking Club calendar

“Sophie is a petite calico with beautiful markings 
and bright green eyes, but what really stands out 

is her playfulness.”

Sophie’s story

been adopted quickly to a loving home. 
Sophie is a petite calico with beautiful 
markings and bright green eyes, but what 
really stands out is her playfulness. I spent a 
lot of time retrieving puff balls from under 
the cat condos for Sophie while at Maggie’s 
House. After each visit, I would talk to my 
husband about how much I was coming to 
love Sophie and how I wanted to bring her 
home. He gave the go-ahead but I hesitated. 
You see, Sophie is a bit of an alpha kitty, 
and I already had two older male cats. I 
was worried about how they would get 
along. In April, I decided if I were going to 
stay home, I would use my time wisely and 
adopt Sophie.  
 The day I brought my carrier to Mag-
gie’s House, I left it sitting on the screened 
porch. When I turned around, there was 
Sophie, sitting in the carrier as if to say, 
“Come on, lady; let’s get out of here.” She 
spent her first few minutes at home going 
room to room and 
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Lady Sophie. PHOTOS BY BRIAN ROBBINS

“Richard’s collection is 
now on display at the Old 

Golf Shop in Pinehurst, 
North Carolina.”

Packet of tees, 
passion for history, 

revolutionary golf course

Bobby Jones memorabilia owned by Richard Hamilton. PHOTOS BY RICHARD HAMILTON
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Watch bearing the engraving “Presented 
to Robert Tyre Jones” is part of Richard 
Hamilton’s collection

Sophie the lap cat.

Baby Ollie, one of Sophie’s kittens. COURTESY 

OF MAGGIE’S HOUSE


