
MAY 2021 S M O K E  S I G N A L S  |  L I V I N G  15 C3 D

www.smokesignalsnews.com    |   Sports  •  Fitness  •  Gardening  •  Pets   |   MAY 2021 • 1D    |   SMOKE SIGNALS

Sports&Outdoors

MARTHA POWER

Women’s 

Golf Association 

JOCELYN SMITH

Wildflower Bunch 

Garden Club

B
ig Canoe Women’s Golf 
Association 9-hole and 18-hole 
players are in “full swing” after 
an opening day luncheon and 

business meeting on a rainy March 31 for 
18-holers; the 9-holers had a Shamble April 
12. Play days started in earnest last month. 
 The Ringer tournament for 18-hole 
players was April 28 and 30. Always 
one of the most popular tournaments of 
the year, the Ringer gives the golfer the 
opportunity to improve her first day score 
by playing the same courses with the same 
hole locations the second day. Prizes are 
awarded for the best 18-hole scores. 
 A new event for the 18-hole players 
this year is a late-afternoon “Wine, Nine 
and Dine” in May. Also, Match Play begins 

T
he Wildflower Bunch has enjoyed 
several fascinating events 
and lectures this year with 
many more to come. If you are 

interested in gardening and preserving the 
natural beauty of Big Canoe, visit www.
wildflowerbunch.com or the WFB Facebook 
page for up-to-date information. 
 Our March opening event included 
a virtual lecture by Susan Meyers on 
the “Biology and Ecology of Monarch 
Butterflies.” The video of an adult monarch 
emerging from its chrysalis was the 
highlight of the presentation and can be 
viewed on the WFB website.
 In April, a members-only Garden 
Tour of two Big Canoe residents’ beautiful 
gardens was attended by over 50 people 
who enjoyed the amazing talents of our 
neighbors.
 The April Plant Sale was a huge 
success and residents were able to take 
advantage of expert horticulturist advice, 
beautiful plant arrangements and, even, 
handcrafted outdoor benches, walking away 
with an amazing assortment for spring 
gardens. 
 Upcoming not-to-be-missed events 
include the following.

Forty-three 9-hole WGA golfers gather before an opening day Shamble, April 12. Each foursome teed off then selected the best drive. 
Each golfer then played her own ball to the hole. PHOTO BY MARTHA POWER

Ladies’ golf groups in ‘full swing’

BY LAURA SMITH

O
n May 20, the Big Canoe Hiking 
Club will do a more challenging 
hike to Brasstown Bald via Jack’s 
Gap Trail. Our leaders report 

the distance as 5.8 miles and the hike as 
moderate. However, other hikers describe 
the distance is closer to 6.5 miles with an 
elevation gain of 2,200 feet. 
 The trail is in good shape but is 
more likely considered a hard rather than 
moderate hike. Ask one of our hikers after 
we return. However, the view from the 
top is said to be worth the effort. Club 
members plan to pack a lunch and eat 
at the top. One plus for this trail is the 
public bathrooms available at Brasstown 
Bald. Springtime hiking has many benefits 
with cooler temperatures, less bugs and 
springtime flowers.
 In April, the club visited Cloudland 
Canyon State Park near Trenton, Georgia, 
taking over most of the cabins and even 
a few yurts. We did a hike on arrival, 

Tuesday, April 20. We then settled into our 
cabins or yurts, grabbed dinner and met 
up for an exciting game of Dirty Hiker. In 
this “gift exchange,” people wheel-and-deal 
for the item of their choice, sometimes 
ending up with a liquid treasure or a wacky 
joke gift. It was wonderful just to be sitting 
outside with friends around a campfire. On 
Wednesday, we hiked in the morning and 
evening. The waterfalls at Cloudland are 
an awesome sight, and all the trees were 
shining with new green growth. After a 
hardy day of hiking, it was time for dinner 
on our own followed by another gathering 
around the campfire with s’mores for 
dessert. Thursday morning, after a short 
morning hike, we packed for our return to 
Big Canoe. These overnight trips are very 
enjoyable and a great way to get to know 
your Big Canoe neighbors.
 In March, the club did a loop trail to 
Len Foote Hike Inn and back. The weather 
was fine and many of our hikers thoroughly 
enjoyed this hike, a favorite of hike leader 
Mike Trimble who recently did the loop 2.5 

In March, the BC Hiking Club divided into two groups to walk at Amicalola Falls State 
Park. PHOTOS BY STEVE PAPKE

One group went about 10 miles to the Len Foote Inn and back. 

Another group hiked about 2 miles to a viewing area along the trail.

Good times on the trail for BC Hiking Club

WFB events and programs well underway

Highlights of the two beautiful gardens 
toured in April by WFB members. PHOTOS BY 

JOCELYN SMITH

in May with a double elimination format. 
Interclub, a competition with surrounding 
women’s golf groups, started in March 
and will culminate with an all-club’s 
tournament in October.
 The 18-holers’ Tri-member 
tournament will be May 26 with a “pic 

’em” party May 24. Teams are randomly 
selected with an A, B, and C player on each 
team. The Member/Member tournament 
is in June.
 Nine-hole players will compete in 
three May playdays and an Aces/Nines’ 
scramble. Also this year, 9-hole players 

will sponsor a charity event, details to be 
determined at the April/May membership 
meeting. Play Day Co-chairs Joyce Daniels 
and Pam Johnson have planned wonderful 
play days for the 9-hole group, culminating 
in an end-of-year Shamble, Oct. 25.

 June 2: Katy Ross, “Night Song Native 
Nursery.” Members-only picnic box lunch. 
 July 6: “Hypertufa Make and Take.” 
Wildcat Pavilion.
 Aug. 3: John Kohip, “Propagation of 
Azaleas and Rhododendrons.”
 Sept. 1: Mathew Parks, “Big Canoe 
Landscaping.”
 Oct. 6: Gordon Griffith, “Flowers of Big 
Canoe.”
 Nov. 3: “Gather Together.” Members 
only.
 Come grow with us. Join our group 
by reaching out to Membership Chair Sue 
Ouderkirk, souderkirk@yahoo.com. The 
Wildflower Bunch membership is open 
to any Big Canoe resident and is available 
throughout the year.

times for a marathon distance of 26.2 miles! 
Our hike leaders are pretty amazing. 

 For more information on the Big 
Canoe Hiking Club, please email Laura 
Smith, lauramcsmith@gmail.com.


