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F
ebruary marks not only Valen-
tine Day’s celebration of love but 
also the one-year anniversary of 
COVID-19 restrictions. According 

to the CDC, the first cases of this corona-
virus in the U.S. not related to travel were 
recognized officially at the end of Febru-
ary 2020, though the first confirmed case 
(travel-related) was noted on Jan. 21, 2020 
in Washington state. This timing nar-
rowly afforded Americans the chance to 
enjoy traditional Valentine celebrations. 
Alas, this year, as we await the vaccine 
and the subsequent all-clear, we are not 
so lucky. 

She loves me she loves me not
 There is a knack to maintaining a 
healthy relationship at any time. During 
periods of stress, it is especially important 
to take time to consider your partner’s 
needs and to allow that ESP is never 
a good option in communicating with 
another. With COVID restrictions, the 
pre-pandemic buffer of daily contact with 
others evaporated, leaving our partners to 
fill the void—an impossible task that does 
little to preserve peace and serenity.
 That we are more irritable, anxious 
and, perhaps, depressed is well-docu-
mented. Though the statistics vary, eco-
nomic instability and lack of child care/
school have exacerbated domestic vio-
lence. The marriage rate suffered a steep 
drop as many weddings were postponed, 
canceled or reconsidered.
 On the plus side, according to sta-
tistics noted in a Jan. 5, 2021 Bloomberg 
Wealth article by Ben Steverman, “Di-
vorces and Marriages Tumbled in U.S. 
During COVID,” the expected increase 
in divorces during this period did not 
manifest. Even this good news, however, 
may be tempered by the inability of cou-
ples to access law services or by financial 
burdens. Still, the divorce rate has been 
declining in the last half dozen years and 
sometimes, when challenged, couples find 
pathways to building stronger relation-
ships.
 Dating apps have increased their 
popularity during the pandemic. Even 
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Big Canoe
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A
s winter strips Big Canoe of its gor-
geous color, it seems “all the leaves 
are brown and the sky is gray,” to 
recall The Mamas and The Papas’ 

song. Easily finding places to take exciting 
pictures this time of year can be tough. That’s 
why many photographers book travel to exotic 
locations where they can photograph wild 
animals or interesting landscapes.
 The work of the Big Canoe Photography 
Club carries on, with the torch being passed 
from Mark Green to Randy Lewis, one of the 
club’s original founders. Green worked tire-
lessly to bring innovative ways to inspire and 
educate the photography club membership. 
The COVID-19 outbreak made it difficult to 
hold in-person meetings last year, but Green 
took the meetings virtual, using Zoom to 
revive the monthly gatherings.
 Green surprised and delighted members 
with a special event he organized in con-

Love, sweet love

Celebrate Valentine’s Day with a meal made together.

“There is good news. 
Love’s language is 

available to all 
and many times is 

accessible at no cost.”

before COVID-19 restrictions, figures 
from the Pew Research Center showed 
American adults using a dating app went 
from 13% in 2013 to 30% in 2019. Since 
spring 2020, meeting others and dating 
has become more difficult, so it is not sur-
prising most of the popular dating apps 
have reported huge user increases. 
 For some, beginning a family is the 
ultimate sign of love. In the early days of 
COVID restrictions, a dramatic increase 
in pregnancies was predicted, much as 
has been documented after blackouts. 
But figures show the expected boom 
is a bust, perhaps driven by financial 
uncertainty compounded by the work of 
home-schooling children already in the 
family. In a Dec. 17, 2020 update on this 
subject, Melissa S. Kearney and Phillip B. 
Levine write the Brookings Institute is 
standing by its predicted loss of 300,000 
births and warns “ . . . the longer the pan-
demic lasts, and the deeper the economic 
and social anxiety runs, it is feasible that 
we will see an even larger reduction in 
births with an increasing share of them 
averted permanently.”

Celebrating love
 There is good news. Love’s language 
is available to all and many times is acces-
sible at no cost. During this period, when 
we all need some extra affection, simple 
gifts—like loving words, an embrace or 
breakfast in bed—can go a long way with-
out stretching the budget. 
 Making time to enjoy an activity 
with each other is another easy way to 
express affection. Watch a movie/concert 
together. Set a romantic table for din-
ner—takeout or share the preparation—
and include a favorite wine and dessert. 
Families and those podding together can 
express their love by sharing bike rides, 
hikes or star-gazing, with the additional 
benefit of keeping participants in the 
healthy outdoors. If time away from home 
is desired, many hotels, B&Bs and house 
rentals advertise their COVID safety 
precautions. If that is above your comfort 
level, camping in the backyard can break 
up the monotony. 
 With apologies to Gabriel Garcia 
Marquez, love in the time of corona is 
challenging, but uttering those three 
special words—I love you—always helps 
steady the course of love.

“That we are more 
irritable, anxious and, 
perhaps, depressed is 

well-documented.”

Big Canoe Photography Club

Jerry Deeds shot this gorgeous close-up of a thoroughbred horse in Cocoa Beach, 
Florida. Amazingly, the horse is a descendant of famed 1973 Triple Crown winner, 
Secretariat. Deeds, a long-time member of the Big Canoe Photo Club always has 
had an eye for beauty.

Kathleen O’Toole Gill expertly captured the majesty of Oregon’s spectacular 
coastal shoreline with this image of Cannon Beach. 

Gill recorded the white Christmas of 2020 everyone was dreaming of from her Sanderlin 
Mountain perch overlooking the Appalachian Foothills.

junction with the American Society of Media 
Photographers, a national organization, featur-
ing LIFE magazine photographer Bob Gomel. 
Gomel lives in Houston, where he and Green 
became friends. He also helped make sure 
members were aware of unique opportunities 
to see exhibitions of fine art photography and 
even enter local contests. 
 Green said one of the most challenging 
parts of his job running the club was finding 
interesting speakers to come to Big Canoe 
to share their images and expertise with the 
members at monthly meetings. People like Bri-
an Osgood, who had a great show of his work 
at the Bowen Center cut short by the pandem-
ic, helped by lining up interesting speakers, 
like Tony Casadonte, curator of the incredible 
Atlanta photo gallery, Lumiere Gallery. Every-
one appreciates his hard work and dedication, 
especially during these trying times.
 As 2021 brings a fresh start and new 
perspectives on keeping the club interesting, 
Lewis is excited about his new role, a position 
with which he is very familiar. Years ago, 
when the club had fallen quiet for a while, 
he revived this group. Lewis’ leadership and 
vision of what he saw was possible for the 
artists at Big Canoe who share his love of 
photography will once again guide them. It 
sounds exciting!“Many photographers book travel to exotic locations.”
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