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Doggie
Dialogues

W
inter presents the garden-
er with an opportunity to 
examine the bones of the 
garden. The plants included 

in this category represent the supporting 
cast for showy, colorful, seasonal players or 
focal points. Arranged well, they also can 
provide a beautiful winter garden.

Evergreens only?
 While we generally think of evergreen 
plants when we consider this category, a 
distinctive and well-pruned deciduous plant 
like a Japanese maple can fulfill this design 
need. Many gardeners in Big Canoe also 
utilize natural garden art like moss-covered 
logs or a well-placed stone to carry the 
design. 
 Evergreens do please the eye in the 
winter garden, so attention to their distribu-
tion through the garden can ensure success. 
If deer are an issue in your neighborhood, 
consider the evergreen anice, daphne and 
Agarista populifolia (Florida leucothoe). 
While rhododendron, azalea and holly work, 
the deer can reduce them to twigs in certain 
neighborhoods.

Ground floor
 Nothing improves a Big Canoe winter 
landscape more than good evergreen 
groundcover. Most of our natural woodland 
is brown this time of the year. While the 
woodland is beautiful, I prefer presenting 
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Mountain 
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N
othing is more frustrating than 
calling your dog to come—and 
he doesn’t. Coming when 
called may not be entirely 

realistic 100 percent of the time, but has 
your dog’s recall become sporadic at best?
 Does Rover need a recall review?

The secret 
 The secret to a good recall is—wait 
for it—practice, practice and more prac-
tice!
 To sharpen your dog’s recall, start 
over from the beginning.
 • First work on the recall indoors in 
the most boring room in your home. Keep 
a bowl of treats handy, and randomly, 
throughout the next few days, call your 
dog to come. When he comes, and he will 
once he realizes rewards are involved, 
reach into the bowl and reward and 
praise him. Keep it upbeat and make this 
“game” fun.
 • Once your dog is enthusiastically 
coming when called, practice from differ-
ent rooms. 
 • Next, make a list of distractions 

starting with the easiest and ending with 
the most difficult. Work through the list. 
Make sure the treat is more rewarding 
than the distraction item. You may need 
to change your reward to something very 
high-value.
 • Now, take it outside! Practice on 
your fenced-in porch or deck.
 • Next, put a long lightweight line on 
your dog and practice in the driveway.
 • If you can find a little-used field or 
empty dog park, practice there next with 
the long line.
 • Eventually, practice without the 
long line.
 Do not move ahead too quickly; take 
your time and add distractions slowly and 
thoughtfully. If you run into a problem, 
you’ve probably gone too fast; go back a 
step or two and try again.

Things to consider
 When starting over, you may want to 
change your recall cue as the current one 
might be “poisoned.” Consider changing 
to “here” or “quick” or “let’s go” in lieu of 
“come.”
 • Keep it fun. Always be exuberant 
with your praise, even if you had to “work 
it” a bit to get your dog to come to you. 
 • Set your dog up for success. If your 
dog won’t come, it’s better to change your 
strategy rather than repeating the “come” 
cue over and over, which only teaches 
your dog it’s OK to ignore the cue. Move 
closer to your dog 

T
he 2020 season schedule is 
set, the new website is up and 
running—now all we need is fair 
weather and warmer days to tee 

it up for the Big Canoe MGA season. An 
update on the website: if you use the old 
www.bigcanoemga.org address, it will take 
you to the new site … easy as pie. Once it’s 
fully operational, you’ll be able to see all 
calendar events and sign up for the open 
ones. You’ll also be able to see the results 
of previous events and where you stand on 
the year-long Big Canoe Cup points list. It’s 
an exciting new time for men’s golf in Big 
Canoe. 
 For those who don’t know about us, 
the Big Canoe MGA is a group of over 230 
men golfers who band together to hold 
monthly tournaments and a couple of 

social outings per year. Our mission is to 
create golf tournaments that are fun, fair 
and reasonably priced. Food and a keg are 
often involved. So, fun golf, well-designed 
tournaments, hot food and a cold beverage 
while socializing with like-minded golfers 
from around our community. Sounds 
like fun to me! If you have any questions 
about the group, please contact Keith 
Sievers at pilot114@mac.com or any of 
our professional staff. They’ll be happy to 
answer your questions or direct you to the 
correct person. 
 Membership signup for the 2020 MGA 
is easier than hitting the “Easy” button. 
If you are a current member and wish to 
continue your membership, you’re all set. 
On March 1, all current MGA members 
will be automatically renewed and the 
membership fees will be charged to lots. 
If you do not wish to continue your MGA 
membership, just let Keith know at the 
email address above to remove you from 
the membership. If you are not a current 
member, go to www.bigcanoemga.org 
and click on Register Now for Men’s Golf 
Association.

JIM RICE

Men’s 
Golf Association 

Coming when called should be fun and rewarding for your dog. PHOTO BY JOSEPHINE MEGE ON UNSPLASH

“Do not move ahead too quickly; take your time 
and add distractions slowly and thoughtfully.”

Recall review
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the home with a heavy application of green 
for winter. 
 If you find a great native plant that 
meets this need, please let me know. Nature 
walks this time of the year reveal the reality 
of Mother Nature’s reluctance to present 
evergreens at the ground floor for the deer 
to eat. 
 We do have plants on our approved 
list that meet this need. One of my favorites 
is Cepholataxus. This plant is offered in all 
shapes and sizes. For groundcover needs, 
I suggest selection of prostrate cultivars of 

this plant and prune out any upright limbs 
that develop. Piccadilly Farms in Watkins-
ville has a nice selection of cultivars of this 
species.
 Another woody ornamental that makes 
a beautiful evergreen groundcover is Sarco-
cocca humilis. The glossy, dark green leaves 
on this petite plant can provide an nice 
island around a Japanese maple or a swath 
of green at the front of the border. It loves 
shade and, in late winter, presents a tiny, 
sweetly fragrant flower that rivals daphne. 

Grasses and perennials
 A moist and shady site can be a great 
home for Acorus gramineus. There are two 
sizes offered and two leaf colors. The most 
widely used is Acorus ‘Ogon,’ as its bright 
yellow-green color picks up any presen-
tation. There is also a green-and-cream 
striped form of this plant. If your scheme 
needs a blue tone, look for this selection. It 
is usually sold as ‘Variegatus.’
 The smallest form of this plant is usual-
ly sold as ‘Minimus.’ It can be placed around 
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“Nothing improves a Big Canoe winter landscape more than good evergreen groundcover.”

Winter gardens around Big Canoe


