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New Big Canoe resident 
has eyes on the natural world
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BY CHRISTOPHER BARKER

A
spiring wildlife photographers 
would have to get wet, soiled, 
cold, and possibly charged by 
bears to keep up with a new Big 

Canoe resident who excels in the genre.
 “I like to get down and dirty,” says 
Paul Sayegh, whose desire to photograph 
wildlife in their natural habitats has taken 
him into forests and jungles, into and on 
rivers and oceans and onto ice at both the 
north and south ends of the planet.
 Sayegh’s photography portfolio re-
flects the extra effort he invests to capture 
his wild subjects’ special and rarely seen 
moments. And his photography further 
reflects the remote places his camera has 
taken him.
 Retired from management in the 
city of Sacramento, Calif., Public Works 
Department, Sayegh says he decides where 
he wants to go to photograph wildlife and 
offers to swap his camera skills for lodging. 
“I’ve been all over the world” photograph-
ing wildlife, he says.
 Those photographic forays have 
included Africa, South Georgia Island/
Antarctica, Hudson Bay in Canada (polar 
bears), Alaska, Europe, British Columbia 
(grizzly bears), Mexico, Switzerland, Wash-
ington (eagles), Hawaii (volcano), frequent 
trips to Yosemite and Yellowstone, Florida 
and the North Pole. “My trips usually 
revolve around wildlife,” says Sayegh.
 “I’ve shot lots of underwater video in 
the tropics: Palau, Yap, Fiji and Federated 
States of Micronesia.” Underwater video 
awards from Sayegh’s past include Best of 
Show in the International Marine Photo 
& Video Competition, second place in 
Seaspace Photo Competition and third 
place in Ocean Expo International Photo 
Competition.

“Sayegh’s photography 
portfolio reflects the 

extra effort he invests 
to capture his wild 

subjects’ special and 
rarely seen moments.”

 He works above sea level now and 
says he’s had no formal training in photog-
raphy but began using film cameras in his 
teens. “As I got older, I respected life more 

and got interested in wildlife – ‘hunting 
with a camera,’ and watching animal inter-
action. It’s a wonderful challenge in life to 
get close to an animal when others can’t.”

 And others probably shouldn’t try un-
less they know what they’re doing. Sayegh 
says his experiences in the field, on ice and 
in and on the water have been instructive.
 “Animals give signals when you’re not 
welcome,” he explains, but if they don’t 
feel threatened, intimate photography is 
possible. 
 “Don’t make eye contact, and don’t 
walk in a straight line – walk sideways,” 
Sayegh advises. “Once you make eye 
contact, they get nervous. If the animal 
gets fidgety, it’s time to not look, and walk 
away.
 “You let animals get used to you. 
People think you run up and get a shot – 
usually you get a shot of their ass running 
away.
 “Patience is No. 1. Sometimes it may 
take two hours to get one good photo. 
 “Wear clothing that fits in with the 
environment you’ll be in.
 “If you’re approaching an animal that 
stops eating, look the other way. If they 
continue eating, they’re comfortable with 
you there.”
 Sayegh’s subjects haven’t always been 
comfortable with him there. In fact, bears 
have advanced toward him.
 “I’ve been chased a couple times by 
bears,” he reveals. “All three times, I was 
ridiculously close to the bear – I invaded 
their space, and I knew I was doing it.” 
Sayegh says the response that worked was 
to “stand your ground, put your arms up 
and yell in their face.”
 Confessing that he might sometimes 
push the danger envelope, Sayegh cautions: 
“Sometimes the photo is not worth the 
risk.”

“‘Animals give signals 
when you’re not 

welcome,’ he explains, 
but if they don’t feel 
threatened, intimate 

photography is 
possible.”
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Paul Sayegh says the penguins at South Georgia Island/Antarctica are unafraid and will 
walk up to a photographer. PHOTO BY PAUL SAYEGH

Sayegh photographs at or below eye level, as 
with this Yellowstone fox. PHOTO BY DEBI NAU

A trip to Maui captured a breaching whale in the waters off the islands. PHOTO BY PAUL SAYEGH

Penguins aren’t the only unafraid animals on South Georgia Island; a seal seems happy to 
see photographers. PHOTO BY DEBI NAU

A snowy egret in Florida sports its breeding 
plumage. PHOTO BY PAUL SAYEGH


