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BY ANGELA REINHARDT 

J
asper’s Downtown Development Au-
thority (DDA) has operated under the 
radar for most of its existence, with the 
occasional property purchase here and 

there. The entity has become more visible 
and dynamic in the community recently, 
with a mission of “helping Jasper grow in 
the best way.” 
 Just a few days after the successful 
Second Saturday concert events wrapped 
up, and just a few weeks before the new fall 
ArtWalk Jasper series kicks off, DDA Chair 
Jack Dunn discussed the role the entity 
plays, how they’ve impacted Jasper, and 
what they want for the future.
 “The DDA is all about helping Jasper 
grow,” he said. “We’ve become so much 
more active and public in the last few years 
as a group, and now even more with the 
Second Saturdays and ArtWalk events. 
We’re focusing on educating ourselves as 
an authority, becoming a resource for our 
community and businesses, and implement-
ing ideas and projects that support Jasper.”

What’s a DDA?
 According to the Carl Vinson Institute, 
downtown development authorities “are 
created to revitalize and redevelop the cen-
tral business districts of cities in Georgia.” 
These authorities and their boards develop 
and promote downtown, make long-range 
plans or proposals for the downtown area, 
finance projects for the public good, enter 
contracts, purchase and sell property, and 
issue revenue bonds. 
 In the past, the local DDA has made 
several property purchases as an extension 
of the city of Jasper, including the property 
at the corner of Main Street and Spring 
Street slated to become a park/events space 

Second Saturday concerts on Main Street are one of Jasper’s Downtown Development Authority’s new projects. The event drew thousands 
of people to downtown each month in the summer. The DDA works with the city of Jasper and other local groups and businesses to 
promote, support, and revitalize downtown Jasper. PHOTO BY ANGELA REINHARDT

A look at Jasper’s Downtown Development Authority
“We want to see Jasper thrive,” said DDA chair

Heart transplant 
lessons learned

Wildlife photographer Paul Sayegh has some really strange—and often wild—
encounters on his photo shoots. Check out this bicycle-wrestling bear on page 13 
of the News section. PHOTO BY PAUL SAYEGH

On October 24, 2021 Wayne 
Crawford (seen here right with Dr. 
Si Pham, his surgeon) received a 
heart transplant that saved his life. 
He shares his story, beginning on 
page 22 of this section. PHOTO COURTESY 

OF WAYNE CRAWFORD

Big Canoe Day of Service to aid DFCS 
in Pickens, Dawson counties on October 1

BY BARBARA SCHNEIDER 
bschneider@smokesignalsnews.com 

V
olunteers from Big Canoe—
armed with paint, tools, supplies 
and an abundance of “elbow 
grease”—will contribute their 

time and talent in Dawson and Pickens 
counties on Saturday, October 1 for Big 
Canoe’s Day of Service. 
 “In appreciation of Big Canoe’s 50 
years, we want to give back to our local 
communities; let them know we’re here 
to help,’” explained Linda Ricklef, chair, 
Big Canoe Day of Service. The initiative, 
sponsored by the Big Canoe Wellness 
Collaborative and developed by a recent 
Leadership Big Canoe project team, will 
include donations and hands-on giving 
from the community, focusing on specific 
requests from Dawson and Pickens 
counties’ departments of Family and 
Children Services. (DFCS)
 “There is need in both Pickens and 
Dawson counties,” said Ricklef. “These 
organizations help families in distress 
and deal with difficult, high stress 
situations, often involving children. Since 

both organizations operate in industrial 
locations, their offices are cold and 
spartan—not an ideal place to meet with 
parents and children during a family crisis,” 
she added. “The stark environment can 
make children even more uncomfortable.”

Families in distress need help
 DFCS’s mission is “to strengthen 
Georgia’s families - supporting their self-
sufficiency and helping them protect their 
vulnerable children and adults by being a 
resource to their families, not a substitute,” 
according to the Dawson County DFCS 
website.
 Both DFCS contacts suggested the 
Day of Service volunteers help create 
outdoor places with picnic tables, a canopy 
for shade and landscaping outside their 
offices. The outdoor setting will allow the 
families and DFCS representatives to meet 
in a more welcoming location than their 
offices. John Feight and the Day of Service 
volunteers will also bring color inside 
by hanging beautiful paintings created 
especially for these facilities.  At Dawson 
DFCS, volunteers will also paint several 
interior rooms. High on the important list, 
DFCS asked the volunteers to create a 

special “calming room” to help frightened 
children in a high state of stress feel more 
comfortable in a tranquil space. 

It does take a village
 Putting together a Day of Service 
for one of Big Canoe’s neighbors is no 
small feat. Pulling off two in two different 
counties is a Herculean task—requiring 
months of planning and coordination, 
detailed preparation, skilled volunteers and 
money. 
 “In planning all the 50th events it was 
important to us to celebrate Big Canoe’s 50 
years of giving. And what better way to do 
this but have a Day of Service to highlight 
the generosity of Big Canoe residents not 
only with their money but with their time 
and many talents,” said Susan Willson, co-
chair, 50th anniversary taskforce. “Thank 
you, LBC for developing this project 
that will be so rewarding to those who 
participate but most importantly to the kids 
in both Dawson and Pickens counties.”
 Willson and her co-chair, Ellen 
Sheridan, brought the idea to the LBC board 
to research the feasibility and determine 
what resources it would take to provide 
a day of service 

Adventures behind the lens of a wildlife photographer
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with an amphitheater. 
 The city of Jasper recently purchased 
that property back from the DDA to begin 
clearing the land. Jasper officials have 
received bids from architectural firms for 
the project, and Dunn expects progress to 
“really pick-up steam next year.”
 “But just like with this property, the 
DDA would make those purchases so the 
city would not have that long-term debt 
on the books,” he said. “It helps the city 
financially in terms that they are better able 
to get grants and other things.” 
 Since Dunn has taken on the lead DDA 

role, there has been a big focus on educating 
authority members so they know the full 
scope of what they can do, and how to most 
effectively work within the community. 

They use Georgia Cities Foundation, Main 
Street Georgia, and the Appalachian Region-
al Commission for education and other 
resources. 

BY JON MARKEY 
jmarkey@smokesignalsnews.com

B
ig Canoe’s POA board members 
and management team delivered 
the latest reports of issues of 
concern to the community cou-

pled with many positive projects under-
way at the August 25 board meeting. 
 There are several areas of infrastruc-
ture within Big Canoe that have been 
identified as needing potential updating 

and remediation. Most notably the bridge 
on Creek 2 has some significant problems 
with the foundation, retaining walls and 
roof. The slide presentation accompany-
ing the report illustrated rot within the 
foundation walls that could be remedied 
by the installation of helical piers and the 
rebuilding of the retaining walls. Possible 
options for the roof would include a new 
roof or potentially no roof. Bids for design 
work will be forthcoming.
  

Infrastructure tops POA list 
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