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A 
crowd estimated at about 100 at-
tended a May 11 afternoon meet-
and-greet for Pickens County 
Commissioner candidate for Post 

2 David Garner at the Village at Blackwell 
Creek model home. The event was hosted 
by Wayne Bruce and Curtis Burkett of Big 
Canoe Company.
 Many of the attendees came to hear 
what Garner and Foothills IGA owner Jeff 
Downing had to say about the impending 
sewer service crisis that could cause the 
Foothills center in Marble Hill to “go dark” 
(see story on page 1 of the May 2022 Smoke 
Signals).
 Downing sponsored the event, pro-
viding free wine and hors d’oeuvres, and 
joined Garner in answering questions about 
the sewer issue. The announcement of the 
event stated, “We need a commissioner 
who is willing to address these issues and 
not continue to kick the can down the 
road.”
 Garner, an insurance company owner 
and sports announcer for various sports 
teams in Georgia, has been in Pickens 
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T
he Big Canoe Bear Society, with 
support from the Big Canoe 
Chapel, presented the second 
annual fundraising concert at the 

Big Canoe Chapel Terraces venue Saturday 
evening that drew more than 650 attendees 
and raised more than $35,000. The concert 
featured popular local band Suburban 
Road and special guest Jessie Albright. 
There was lots of dancing by attendees on 
a weather-perfect evening as the bands 
played popular music from the ‘70s and 
‘80s and beyond as well as some original 
tunes. The Sideburners BBQ truck was 
there to provide BBQ meals and snacks. 
 The event raised $10,000 each for local 
charities Timothy House, Ruth House and 
the Good Shepard Clinic.
 “The event was a tremendous success, 
“said Bob Mackey of the organizing com-
mittee. “We plan to build on this and do it 
again next year and for as long as we see 
the need.”
 The organizing committee included 
Bob Mackey, Hamm Gadd, Tim Moran, 
Steve Melching and Mark Newton.
 “Brad Morgan and his Suburban Road 
band donated their performance,” Mackey 
said. “People don’t realize how much Brad 
does on and off the stage to contribute to 
those in need in our community.”
 Morgan and wife Denise are involved 
in fundraising throughout the year and 

spend a lot of time behind the scenes to 
assure a successful event.
 “The overwhelming volunteer support 
and donated services are a big reason for 
the success,” Morgan said. “And 95 percent 
of the money raised goes to the charities.”
 Gadd Hamm represented the Big Ca-
noe Chapel who owns The Terraces venue. 
The idea of the fundraising concert came 
when the charity organizations lost their 
ability to have fundraising events due to 
the COVID pandemic, according to Hamm. 
 “That’s kind of the genesis behind how 
the Big Canoe Chapel got involved,” Hamm 
said. “This serves as kind of a template for 
things we can do in the future.”
 Morgan credited the Big Canoe com-
munity for much of the success.
 “Big Canoe is just a great giving com-
munity,” Morgan said. “Big Canoe rallies 
behind the cause when it is a good cause 
and that’s why we are able to have the 
overwhelming success.”
 Mackey also credited the music per-
formances.
 “And the music has a lot to do with it,” 
Mackey said. “Saturday night was a very 
good concert.”
 Morgan, who is involved in national 
fundraisers finds local fundraisers as special.
 “To be able to do something local, to 
see the beneficiaries, is very special,” he 
said.
 To see how big a success the Big 
Canoe Bear Society Concert was turn to 
page 5.

Until you dig a hole, you plant a tree, 
you water it and make it survive,

you haven’t done a thing. 
You are just talking.

~Wangari Maathai

BY BARBARA SCHNEIDER 
bschneider@smokesignalsnews.com

I
f Anne Hallum’s life story becomes 
a movie it will be a five-star block-
buster with a cast of thousands. But 
the opening scenes in this Big Canoe 

resident’s story begin in 1991 during a 
tough period in her personal life. 
 “At the time I was a political science 
professor at Stetson University in Florida, 
divorced with two little girls. I was going 
through a difficult personal time of loneli-
ness and loss,” Anne told Smoke Signals in 
an April interview. 
 “Stetson needed a professor to take 
a few students on a trip to Guatemala 
and I wanted a change of scenery. I didn’t 
have a passport, didn’t speak Spanish, and 
didn’t know much about Guatemala—but 
I was ready to go.” 
 That trip transformed her life. Be-

yond traveling to a country in the midst of 
a civil war, she was disturbed and deeply 
moved by the hunger and malnutrition 
of the people and shocked by the barren 
mountainsides and mudslides she saw in 
rural areas. 
 “Where are the trees?” she recalls 
thinking. 
 The first trip lasted six weeks but 
she was ready to go back when a former 
student—she calls him “the catalyst”—
and Anne came up with the idea for AIR, 
the Alliance for International Reforesta-
tion, a non-profit dedicated to reforesting 
farmlands in Guatemala. 
 While she focused on fundraising 
and managing the legal/business side of 
developing a non-profit organization in 
the states, her catalyst—their boots on the 
ground—moved to Guatemala to work 
with farmers and start the tree farms that 
would be their first step in reforestation. 
Months later, when Anne returned to 
Guatemala to see how their reforestation 
plans were progressing, she was discour-
aged and disappointed. There was little 
in the way of results. The person she 
considered the catalyst 

Commissioner candidate meet-and-greet 
draws crowd looking for answers to sewer issue

Foothills IGA owner Jeff Downing explains an issue to a crowded gathering 
at the Village at Blackwell Creek model home. PHOTOS BY WAYNE TIDWELL

Dave Garner, candidate for the Pickens County Post 2 
commission seat introduces himself to the May 11 gathering.

Bear Society fundraising 
Terraces concert a big success

County for 20 years and has been involved 
in civic and non-profit organizations but is 
running for elected office for the first time. 
Referring to Pickens County needs, Garner 
said “You are not going to hear me make 
blanket statements. In politics if you make 
a lot of blanket statements, it comes back to 
bite you in the butt.”
 Garner acknowledged that the needs of 
some communities in Pickens County are 
not the same as the needs of other commu-
nities. He explained how the two Pickens 

districts are drawn. He also acknowledged 
the “elephant in the room,” the Foothills 
sewer issue. Garner reminded the crowd 
that there were issues other than the hot 
issues like the sewer problem that he would 
have to deal with.
 “My whole platform and my campaign 
are about me doing my due diligence in 
every area of county government, not just 
the hot button issues.” Garner said. “It is 
important to remember that there are 14 
departments in the county government. 

We need someone who is willing to put 
the time and energy and due diligence into 
every part of county government.”
 He mentioned issues that are not part 
of the county commission’s purview includ-
ing senior tax exemptions and develop-
ment along Highway 515 of which 13 of the 
15 miles of Highway 515 are in the City of 
Jasper, not Pickens County. And he pointed 
out that the commissioners cannot stop 
growth in the county and that the county 
has a comprehensive n  SEWER  |  Page 10

Making a difference 
in Guatemala

All in the family:  Anne’s daughter Rebecca, left, and her husband Michael, right, with 
children in Chucalibal, Guatemala. PHOTOS COURTESY OF ANNE HALLUM
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PHOTO BY ELVIS CERNJUL



2 A S M O K E  S I G N A L S  |  N E W S  JUNE 2022

Smoke Signals Community Services, Inc. 
Board Of Directors

Phil Anderson, Jim Braley, Brian Galway, 
David Howe, Jon Markey

Sharon McCoy, Rhonda Stock, 
Wayne Tidwell, George Thurman

EXECUTIVE EDITOR
Jon Markey - 352-428-8832 

jmarkey@smokesignalsnews.com 

NEWS EDITOR
Barbara Schneider - 404-626-5385

bschneider@smokesignalsnews.com

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT SECTION
Melissa Lowrie - 678-910-1338

mlowrie@smokesignalsnews.com

®

News and views from Big Canoe and surrounding communities

Smoke Signals
Mailing Address: 

11293 Big Canoe, Big Canoe, GA 30143

© Copyright 2009 Smoke Signals All editorial and 
advertising material is the property of Smoke Signals and may 
not be used in any other publication or media without the 
express written consent of Smoke Signals.

Advertiser is solely responsible for the content of all 
advertising published at their request or their agent and shall 
indemnify, defend and hold harmless the publisher from any 
claim or lawsuit arising out of any advertisement.

A note from the editor
 Smoke Signals is very fortunate to have a dozen regular 
contributing columnists and scores of volunteer writers who have 
expertise in fields ranging from literature to legal matters to pet 
care and medicine, and a desire to give back to the community. 
Smoke Signals’ relationship with these volunteers is strictly as 
publisher, without board interference, of their writings that we 
find pertinent and of interest to our readers and community. 

The opinions expressed by our op-ed writers are not 
necessarily endorsed by Smoke Signals Community Services, 
Inc.

Smoke Signals
®

20182021 GPA
GENERAL

EXCELLENCE

LIVING SECTION
Anita Rosen - 706-429-7775

arosen@smokesignalsnews.com

SPORTS & OUTDOORS SECTION
Melissa Lowrie - 678-910-1338

mlowrie@smokesignalsnews.com
Anita Rosen - 706-429-7775

arosen@smokesignalsnews.com

EDITORIAL LAYOUT DESIGNER
Karen S. Webster - 706-268-1437

kwebster@smokesignalsnews.com
 

ADVERTISING DESIGNER
Barbara Smith - 770-737-2117

addesign@smokesignalsnews.com
 

WEBMASTER
Liz Scherer - 678-404-1664

lscherer@smokesignalsnews.com

BOOKS EDITOR 
Steve Donoghue

st.donoghue@gmail.com

REPORTING STAFF
Jim Brescia, Wayne Crawford,  

David Howe, Laura Link, 
Barbara Schneider, Wayne Tidwell

COLUMNISTS
Bob Anderson, Tom Attaway, 

Megan Bianco, Christopher Binkert, 
Brent Carroll, Gary Cherry, Wayne Crawford,  

Doris Dressler, Christine Flaherty,  
Dr. Ray Habermann, Cynthia Hendry, 

Fran Holman, Travis McDaniel, Ann Pike, 
Ken Reynolds, Margo Vallone, Randy Waters, 

Rich Zatorski, Artsy Chow Roamer

STAFF PHOTOGRAPHERS
Tom Ayars, Paul Sayegh

ADVERTISING

BUSINESS MANAGER
Jeanne Holbrook - 706-669-7095
sales@smokesignalsnews.com

SALES REPRESENTATIVES
Sarah Mansfield - 770-402-3839

smansfield@smokesignalsnews.com

Steve Melching - 678-360-3712
advsteve@gmail.com

CIRCULATION
Jeanne Holbrook - 706-669-7095
sales@smokesignalsnews.com

C
ol (Ret.) John Thompson, the 
guest speaker for the June 8 
North Georgia Vets meeting 
will share his experience as 

commander of 160th Special Operations 
Aviation Regiment. His topic, “My 73 days 
of the Bin Laden mission” focuses on the 
raid to capture/kill Bin Laden. 
 Thompson is director, Risk Man-
agement for Cox Enterprises, a leading 
communications, media and automotive 
services company. He joined Cox Enter-
prises in July 2017 after retiring from the 
U.S. Army where he rose to the rank of 
colonel, serving and commanding in a 
variety of conventional and special opera-
tions assignments. 
 Over his 30-year career Thompson 
commanded at every level from company 

to brigade with 
his last command 
being the 160th 
Special Opera-
tions Aviation 
Regiment—The 
Night Stalkers. 

 His strategic 
assignments 
include Joint Spe-
cial Operations 
Command, the 

Pentagon, United States Forces Afghan-
istan and Defense Coordinating Officer 
FEMA Region IV. He is a combat veteran 
of Operation Desert Shield/Storm, Oper-
ation Enduring Freedom, Operation Iraqi 
Freedom, and several classified contin-
gency operations.

 Thompson is a graduate of the Uni-
versity of North Georgia, the Senior Mili-
tary College of Georgia, and was recently 
awarded the distinguished alumni award. 
He holds a Master’s degree in Strategic 
Studies from the U.S. Army War College. 
He currently serves as a board member 
on the North Georgia Corps Advisory 
Council and The Warrior Alliance, a 
veteran’s support organization that assists 
warriors and their families in achieving a 
fulfilling civilian life during their transi-
tion from military service. 
 Thompson was inducted into the 
Georgia Military Veterans Hall of Fame in 
2021 along with his father CPT Robert A. 
“Bo” Thompson (KIA, RVN Aug 9, 1967), 
who is a 1962 North Georgia College 
alum. He is a proud son, husband, and 

father of two children and grandfather of 
three grandchildren.
 Please mark your calendar for atten-
dance planning. Or better yet, click the 
link to our website below and get regis-
tered right now: https://www.ngvets.org/
 We will have the 50/50 raffle drawing 
at the conclusion of the meeting. Tickets 
are $1 each or 6 for $5. Half to the win-
ning ticket holder, half to the association 
treasury.
 Please note if you are coming from 
outside the gates of Big Canoe, please 
email us with your name and phone 
number to receive a gate pass to enter 
the community. Mail to: paul.f.goldstein@
gmail.com Communications Director, 
North Georgia Vets.

BY WAYNE TIDWELL
wtidwell@smokesignalsnews.com

J
edwin Smith, former Marine, an 
award-winning journalist and winner 
or 57 writing awards, including twice 
being nominated for the Pulitzer 

Prize, spoke at the May 11 North Georgia 
Veterans luncheon at the Big Canoe Club-
house. He is the author of Fatal Treasure, 
Our Brother’s Keeper, I am Israel and A 
Marine and Journalist, Smith did not shy 
away from danger or nay-saying editors.
 Smith told the veterans gathering that 
he is from a Marine family. He served in 
the Marine Corps two different times and 
his father was a Marine who served at 
Guadalcanal and Saipan in World War II. 
 “That really began my newspaper 
career because I wanted to know exactly 
what he did and he would always say ’you 
don’t want to know,’ Smith told the group. 
“I would scour history books and the Sat-
urday Evening Post looking for his name.”
 He joined the Marines during the 
Vietnam conflict.
 “I went in in ’64,” Smith said. “I had a 
scholarship to the Coast Guard Academy, 
and I just couldn’t picture myself wearing 
those bellbottoms.
 His brother also joined the Marines 
and according to Smith, his mother was 
not happy about it.
 “Mom hated the Marine Corps with 
a passion,” Smith said. “Because my dad 
came home with a lot of problems.”
 His brother Jeff went to boot camp, 
shipped out to Vietnam and was killed 107 
days later according to Smith. 
 “I immediately became violent,” 
Smith said. “Jeff was my best man at our 
wedding. I immediately went down to the 
recruiter. They turned me down twice. I 
was an alcoholic psychotic.”
 He served in Vietnam, “looking for 
the Viet Cong commander who killed my 
brother.”
 Smith later went to college and began 
his career in the newspaper business, 
working as a sportswriter for several large 
newspapers.
 “I knew two things,” Smith said. “I 
knew strikes and I knew sports.”
 At the Atlanta Journal-Constitution 
there was a newsroom of 400 reporters 
according to Smith and only six had mil-
itary experience. At a Florida newspaper 
he was a sports columnist but because he 
had served in Vietnam, he was sent at the 
end of the war to interview vets who had 
been there.
 “The Marine Corps called me from 
DC and said we have the last marine out 
of the embassy,” Smith said. “Would you 
like to interview him?”
 That followed him on his move to 
Atlanta where he interviewed the Marine 
group that survived Iwo Jima.
 “And still, in the back of my mind, I 

John Thompson. PHOTO 
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‘My 73 days of the Bin Laden mission,’ 
featured at NGV June 8 meeting 

Best-seller author and former Marine 
speaks at the May Veterans luncheon

could never get the information about my 
dad,” Smith said.
 When the United States Marine 
Corps peace-keeping force was sent to 
Beirut, Lebanon in 1983, Smith was a 
sports editor for the AJC but wanted to 
cover the Beirut story.
 “I raced to the publisher’s office right 
past the ‘gatekeeper’ and to the publisher 
and said I am either going to fight it or 
cover it,” Smith said. “He just looked at 
me and said ‘don’t worry about it.’ That’s 
when I became a war person.”
 Smith said winning 57 awards and 
being nominated for the Pulitzer Prize are 
not his greatest achievements.
 “My greatest achievement was land-
ing on Hezbollah’s death list,” Smith said. 
“I was not a popular person in Beirut. Me 
and my photographer would run off to 
Shia camps Suni camps. We busted every 
rule there was. I got arrested as a spy. 
That’s because we went where we weren’t 
supposed to go. But I wanted to meet 
the fighters and write what they were all 
about. The stories were good.”
 After that he was sent to Key West, 
Florida to recuperate from the stressful 
assignments. While dodging a rainstorm, 
Smith went into the maritime museum 
there where he learned about the legend-
ary ghost galleon Atocha with the richest 
Spanish treasure ever lost off Key West in 
1622.
 “Mel Fisher had been looking for it 
for 16 years and never found it,’ Smith 
said. “It turns out no newspaper would 
touch a thing about him. He was consid-
ered a fraud. The IRS was after him. The 
FCC was after him. He was considered a 
crook.”
 After he wrote a story about Fisher, 
Smith’s publisher suggested that Smith 
become a member of Fisher’s crew and 
report on the treasure hunt.
 “I spent the summer down there on 
site and we found the treasure,” Smith 

said. “We ended up bringing up, over a 
year and a half, $800 million in gold and 
silver. I wrote the book ‘Fatal Treasure.’”
 Smith said after all that he still want-
ed to know what his father went through 
in World War II. He found about a Marine 
reunion of his father’s unit and convinced 
his reluctant father to attend. That’s 
where he finally heard the stories of his 
father’s heroics.
 “I’ll do a book on him some day,’ 
Smith said.
 After that Smith was sent to East 
Africa where he joined a guerilla fighting 
group called Din Din. 
 “What with Ukraine now and every-
one wringing their hands and wetting 
their pants about the Russians, we faced 
the Russians,” Smith said. “There were 
539 of us. “We were surrounded by the 
Ethiopian Army and a reinforced com-
pany of Russian soldiers. They couldn’t 
take the outpost. That’s when I got into 
trouble. I wrote the story but the State 
department said it wasn’t true. I wrote to 
President Reagan, and he wrote a three-
page letter back to me. He said he knew 
it was all true and apologized for any 
inconvenience.”
 The editor wanted to know why 
Smith had written to the president.
 “You’ve got editors here,” Smith said 
he told the publisher.” There are six of us 
with military experience. Everyone else 
leans left. If I write anything promoting 
American troops or pro democracy you 
have editors who want to soften every-
thing I write. My career was at stake. If 
my story isn’t published because people 

think I made the stuff up, my career was 
over. My only option was to send it to 
President Reagan. He said OK we’ll run 
it.”
 Smith said the paper didn’t ask me to 
write any more stories.
 At the LA Daily News he followed 
boxer Evander Holyfield during his time 
when he beat Buster Douglas. After the 
fight he said he got a call from Mills Lane 
who refereed the fight and asked him to 
write his biography.
 “That really got me into writing 
books,” Smith said. “I did ‘Let’s Get It 
On’ which was a bestseller. We did ‘Fatal 
Treasure’ which was a bestseller and ‘My 
Brother’s Keeper. I said that’s it.
 His wife encouraged him to contin-
ue his writing. And so he found himself 
in some trouble with Jimmy Carter and 
Andrew Young when in his writings he 
referred to Haile Selassie, Emperor of 
Ethiopia, as a “dirtbag dictator.” 
 “Andrew Young’s wife was a descen-
dent of Haile Selassie,” Smith recalled. 
“He went face-to-face with me one day 
and said ‘you can’t print that’. I said why 
not, it is the truth.”
 His wife again encouraged him to 
write more, Smith said, and suggested 
going to Israel and write a story. 
 “There must be 40,000 books about 
Israel,” Smith told his wife. “But we went 
and stayed 100 days. Muslims had tried to 
kill me so I am not a fan of Muslims. We 
get there and stay 100 days in a Muslim 
village. It was mind boggling. I had no 
contacts and no transportation.”
 He said he was encouraged to publish 
some of his newspaper stories which led 
to “I am Israel.”
 In 2003, General Ray Davis, a deco-
rated Marine and recipient of the Navy 
Cross and Medal of Honor, died at his 
home in Conyers Georgia. His obit was 
buried in the obituary page in the AJC.
 “I went ballistic,” Smith recalled. “I 
went to the publisher’s office and said 
somebody’s head needs to be handed to 
them. Ray Davis, four-star general, re-
cipient of the Medal of Honor, Assistant 
Commandant of the Marine Corps, went 
to Georgia Tech. They quickly turned it 
around and the obituary ended up on the 
front page. No one was ever fired. That’s 
what happens when the left is running 
the newspaper. They don’t care.”
 Smith said he has spent the past 30 
years interviewing survivors of wars.
 “People call me up,” Smith said. 
“And, they will talk. They talk because 
they trust me. I’ve got (interviews) from 
World War II to Desert Storm.”
 Smith has been married to his wife, 
June, for 56 years. They have four daugh-
ters, three sons-in-law, 12 grandchildren, 
and one great grandchild. A son-in-law 
and grandson-in-law have served in the 
military.

Jedwin Smith is a best-seller author and has 
published several books about his exploits. 
PHOTOS BY WAYNE TIDWELL

Jedwin Smith and his wife June at the May 
North Georgia Veterans luncheon.

“We went where we 
weren’t supposed to go. 
But I wanted to meet the 
fighters and write what 

they were all about.”
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Second Front

Celebrating the spirit of giving. COURTESY OF BIG CANOE 50TH ANNIVERSARY COMMITTEE

BY BETH HERREN

H
elping young children in need? 
No problem. Big Canoers step 
right up. Helping animals? No 
problem there either. Volun-

teers answer the call and do what is need-
ed.  Helping adolescents? You would think 
that might be a different story, but not here 
in Big Canoe. There are some fabulous 
agencies and organizations in our commu-
nity devoted to serving those in need ages 
13 to 18 years old, and Big Canoe residents 
are right there to lend a helping hand.
 Take Angels on Horseback as an ex-
ample. Angels on Horseback is a 501(c)(3) 
charity that works with not only special 
needs children, but with teens and young 
adults as well to teach them horseback 
riding. Their mission is to provide horse-
manship opportunities to individuals with 
mental, physical, or emotional disabilities. 
According to Chairman Ben Davis, there 
are two part-time paid certified instructors 
and everyone else is a volunteer. 
 The volunteers help with horse care, 
grooming, foot care, tacking, serve as horse 
leaders or side walkers that accompany the 
rider on each side for support and safety. 
In addition, there is a facility staff that 
maintains the organization’s 15 acres. 
 “Big Canoe has been very supportive 
of Angels on Horseback over the years,” 
Davis said. “We have attended the Big 
Canoe Volunteer Fair several times and 
picked up many excellent new volunteers 
and students from the Fairs. The Big Canoe 
Chapel has been very faithful to support 
us with financial gifts many times. Angels 
on Horseback was started in 2004 and we 

have had Big Canoe volunteers working 
for us since our beginning. We counted 32 
volunteers that came to us from Big Canoe. 
 “When we started adding up the 
typical hours per week for 32 volunteers 
going back to 2004, we came up with a 
huge number of hours. We are estimating 
that our Big Canoe volunteers have worked 
40,000 hours for Angels on Horseback 
since 2004. To say that we couldn’t have 
maintained and grown the program with-
out their help is an understatement. They 
have been our backbone for these many 
years. They have our eternal gratitude.” 
 Another opportunity for Big Canoers 
to help teenagers is through the Big Canoe 
Chapel Scholarship Committee. This year 
marks the 40th successive year that Big 
Canoe Chapel has given scholarships to 
graduating high school seniors who are 
residents of Pickens and Dawson counties. 
The Scholarship program was first intro-
duced in 1982 with the goal of encouraging 
high school students to attend college. 
Since that date, over 2,600 students have 
received awards totaling over $2.8 million, 
according to Chairman Larry Applewhite.  
Each year, roughly 12 Big Canoe residents 
volunteer their time on this committee, 
which includes conducting interviews with 
all the students who apply for the scholar-
ships. 
 Applewhite shared one inspiring 
story that occurred several years ago that 
involved a young lady about to graduate 
who was awarded one of the scholarships. 
Due to family issues, her father decided she 
needed to stay home and not go to college. 
Members of the scholarship committee 
talked to the father and were able to 

change his mind. This young lady went on 
to become a doctor.
 According to www.bgcnny.org, 
studies have confirmed that students who 
spend time in after school programs are 
43% less likely to opt out of school, 51% 
less likely to use drugs, 63% less likely to 
become teen parents, and 26% more likely 
to become college graduates. The Boys 
& Girls Clubs of North Georgia, offering 
essential after school programs, started 
in 2005, with the Pickens County facility 
completed in 2016, in part, thanks to many 
Big Canoe donors. This organization 
serves not only boys and girls in kinder-
garten through fifth grade, but also has 
a Teen Club with programs specifically 
designed for teens in grades 6 through 12. 
According to Jessica Wells, CEO of Boys 
& Girls Clubs of North Georgia, several 
Big Canoe residents have served on the 
board of directors. In addition, many Big 
Canoe residents volunteer to teach the 
teenagers art, pickleball and pool. Wells 
shared a specific example of how mento-
ring helped a young lady who had been 
going to B & G Club for seven years. She 
became the summer program coordina-
tor this year and will be attending North 
Georgia College in the fall to become a 
teacher. 
 “When I think of Big Canoe resi-
dents,” Wells added, “I think about the 
overwhelming support and guidance 
they have brought to our committees and 
boards of directors over the years. Their 
wide variety of knowledge and expertise 
has been very beneficial to our leadership 
programs for the teens. 
 Inviting young people to experi-

ence life as God designed it to be lived is 
what Young Life is all about according to 
younglife.org. When surveyed, four out of 
five Young Life participants considered 
Young Life and its leaders to be a signif-
icant influence on their faith. Started in 
1941 in a town in Texas, a pastor wanted to 
show young people how much God cares 
about them by showing up and spending 
time with them in their world in ways 
they could understand and relate to. Since 
1941, as of 2018, 348,000 kids were in-
volved every week all around the world in 
over 100 countries. How fortunate that we 
have two local chapters right here serving 
kids in Pickens and Dawson/Lumpkin 
counties. Big Canoe residents have sup-
ported these organizations over the years 
with their time and with their financial 
gifts. For example, both Young Life chap-
ters are on the list of local charities who 
have received financial support from the 
Big Canoe Chapel Women’s Fellowship. 
 As adults, we remember and recog-
nize the challenges of growing up. Ado-
lescence is often thought of as a carefree 
time: Friday night football games, secrets 
with best friends, or that first “official” 
date. Yet that time between childhood 
and adulthood can be tough, especially 
if a support system is not in place. The 
many organizations and agencies that deal 
with teens serve a crucial role in help-
ing them successfully cross that bridge 
to adulthood. Serving these worthwhile 
organizations with their time, talent, and 
often their financial support, Big Canoe 
residents show that spirit of giving we 
are celebrating all year long with this 50th 
Anniversary.

Helping teens: Big Canoe residents open their hearts

BY BARBARA SCHNEIDER
bschneider@smokesignalsnews.com 

T
he Groovy Gold Golf Tourna-
ment was one of many fun-filled 
opportunities for Big Canoers 
to get together and celebrate 

the community’s 50th anniversary. Mark 
Green, who came up with the idea and 
organized the May 17 event, offers this 
description: 
 “Under blue skies with a lovely 
breeze, the Big Canoe 50th Anniver-
sary Task Force conducted a 9-hole 
‘70s-themed golf tournament, aptly named 
Groovy Golf. It was a nine-hole scramble 
event and 76 golfers turned out, including 
teams from the Big Canoe POA and the 
POA board. The turnout was so great in 
fact, that the event had to be expanded to 
two courses, Creek and Choctaw, effec-
tively becoming two separate tournaments 
simultaneously. 
 “Participants were encouraged to 
wear early 1970s attire for the event, and 
judging from the various outfits, the Big 
Canoe community really took that to 
heart. The theme was also evident in the 
food and beverage department, where the 
provided beer of choice was Hamm’s (a 
1972 favorite), and the cocktails offered at 
the party after were Harvey Wallbangers 
and Tequila Sunrises, two of the most pop-
ular cocktails of the era. The theme also 
carried through to the golf course, where 
on one hole on each course, participants 
were required to tee off with a persimmon 
wood driver, and on another, putt with a 
Bullseye putter, a ’70s standard.
 “There were prizes for the winning 
scores, longest drives (with the persim-
mon drivers!) and longest putts made with 
the Bullseye putter. There were also prizes 

for “best dressed”. Of special note, Leslie 
Grogan made a hole in one on Choctaw 
2. Quite a feat, especially during a tourna-
ment.
 “Mike Erlich provided the ‘70s tunes 
for the after party, and judging by the 
enthusiastic response for the participants, 
a great time was had by all. ‘Awesome 
tournament. So much fun!’ said Debbie 
Schlette echoing the sentiments of the 
group.” 
 The flight winners were: Creek Flight 
- Scott and Valerie Abner, Jeff and Rhonda 
Turner; Choctaw Flight - Jim and Kay 
Herndon, Tobian Scruggs and Elise Mc-
Bryde. Long Drive with Persimmon wood: 
Creek Men’s - Scott Abner, Creek Wom-
en’s - Ali Littley, Choctaw Men’s - Bob 
Knysz, Choctaw Women’s - Joy McLeod. 
Creek Long Putt with Bullseye Putter - Jeff 
Koepke, Choctaw Long Putt with Bullseye 
Putter - Joyce Daniels.
 All in all, a great day on the links and 
another success in the ongoing series of 
50th anniversary events.”

More fun on the way
 There are many more great events 
planned—and in the planning stage—for 
the Big Canoe community to enjoy. In 
addition to new activities the anniversary 
task force has planned, they are coordi-
nating with groups throughout Big Canoe 
who host regularly scheduled events. This 
calendar of events will be updated as plans 
are finalized. 

May 29 – Memorial Day Weekend— 
“Hello Summer” party on the beach will be 
an all-adult event planned for the Canoe 
Lodge from 7:30 to 10 p.m. on Sunday, May 
29. Guests are encouraged to wear white. 
The evening will feature a dessert bar, a 
sunset toast and steel drum entertainment 
and music—and a treasure hunt for pearls. 

Golf was groovy! Don’t miss out on more 
50th Anniversary celebration fun events

The after party at the Groovy Golf tournament featured 1970s themed cocktails and snacks. PHOTO BY ELVIS CERNJUL

Steve Panetta and Donnie Faucette won 
prizes for “Best Dressed.” PHOTOS BY BRAD HERREN

Players were required to use Persimmon 
woods on Creek #2 and Choctaw # 8. PHOTO 

BY ELVIS CERNJUL

Plans for a simultaneous event at the Ten-
nis Center for youth are being discussed. 

June 23 – Plummer Cabin Style— “Pre-
serving Nature’s Backyard….Plummer Cab-
in Style;” from 5-7 p.m. at the clubhouse; $8 
admission includes a glass of wine. One of 
the features of the event will be displays 
showing Plummer Cabins as they appear 
today, compared to their original plan 
sketches from the Plummer Company Bro-
chure. All the tree drawings can be found 
at the Facebook site for the Big Canoe 
Plummer Cabin Owners Group. This event 
will be a great tribute to Dick Plummer and 
a true celebration of his contribution to Big 
Canoe history. A member of the Plummer 
family along with Paul Schmidt, Dick’s part-
ner will participate in a panel discussion of 
the Plummer Cabin History.

July 2-4 – July 4th Weekend— Family 
Picnic in the Park planned for July 2 with 
Fourth of July fireworks scheduled for 
Sunday July 3. 

August 18 – Trivia night— More details 
to come. 

September 10 – Mountain Twilight 
Concert— “Monsters of Yacht Rock” 
from Nashville with Bob Kynz opening act 
performing his song commissioned for Big 
Canoe’s 50th anniversary. 

September 9 and 23 – Sunset Cruise— A 
Sunset Cruise is being planned in honor 
of the 50th Anniversary. The concept 
will include champagne and snacks for 
people on POA or privately-owned boats 
to purchase. The event will occur from 
6 to 8 p.m., Friday, September 9 and 23. 
September 16 and 30 will be rain days. 
Those planning to attend will be asked 
to sign up in groups or individually. The 
POA will fill the boats, so if someone has 
a party of 10, they need to have all names 
and lot numbers ready to register. Special 
charcuterie boards and wine with a special 
toast at sunset. Tickets to board the rental 
boats will be on sale soon.

October 8 – Octoberfest— plans under-
way 

October 22 – The Golden Gala— plans 
underway
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We greatly value the sacrifices made by 
the veterans of our Armed Forces and 
donate a portion of every roof installed 
to Semper Fi and America’s Fund to 
help wounded, injured and those in need.

OUR ROOFS FIGHT BACK AGAINST STORMY WEATHER

SPRING

SPECIAL $99

ROOF

TUNE-UP
SERVICING ALL NORTH GEORGIA

INSURANCESPECIALIST

• A+ rated BBB • Owens Corning PLATINUM Preferred Contractor • Google 4.9 Stars 

 

 

216 SAILORS DR., STE 101, ELLIJAY, GA 30540 • 706-276-7663 (ROOF) • OCROOFINGSYSTEMS.COM

ASPHALT SHINGLE • METAL ROOFING
CEDAR SHAKE • SYNTHETIC SLATE & CEDAR SHAKE

S
eventy-four graduating seniors from Pickens and 
Dawson counties were awarded $115,000 in scholar-
ships to universities ranging from the local Univer-
sity of North Georgia (UNG) to Savannah College 

of Art & Design (SCAD) to Rice University, in a Big Canoe 
Chapel ceremony held on May 1. This is the 40th year the 
chapel has been blessed to offer scholarships encouraging 
high school students to attend college. Since the program’s 
inception in 1982, the chapel has awarded scholarships to 
2,600 students totaling over $2.8 million.
 Tucker Green, a 2016 scholarship recipient, was a 
speaker at the service, and shared the impact of his award. 
“Personally, I most appreciate that this scholarship is not 
only a financial investment but a genuine desire to see 
young people succeed. This is evident with the personal 
ceremony every year and the important gift of a Bible to 
each recipient. I still have mine today.
 “It is the support that I have received from many 
in our community—just like this scholarship—that has 
greatly impacted my life and led me to public service. The 
support of that scholarship aided me in my studies and I 
am proud to say that I graduated in spring of 2020 from the 
University of Georgia. Furthermore, I am proud to say with 
the help of financial aid like this scholarship, I graduated 
debt free. The investment made by this scholarship is tre-
mendous and has a long trail of impact in both Pickens and 
Dawson counties.”
 Green’s public service started with his election to the 
Pickens County School Board when he was still a junior 
at the University of Georgia (UGA), and serving as school 
board chair for two years. He is currently serving on the 
board and active in the Jasper Optimist Club. He’s also an 
entrepreneur, owning Tucker Green and Associates, Inc.
 Included in the Chapel’s general grants were awards 
from the Joe Dodd Memorial Scholarship, established in 
2018, and received by Ethan Smith of Dawson High School 
(DHS) and Amanda Nelson from Pickens High School 
(PHS). Smith will run track at Berry College, while Nelson 
will play basketball at Reinhardt University.
 The Sally Shannon Memorial Scholarship, established 
in 2020 by her brother, is given to well-rounded students 
who display a high degree of proficiency in math and who 
plan to focus on math or a math-related field. This year’s 
awards were given to Malina Palmour and Haley Simpson 
of DHS and Angelina Casey of PHS. Palmour and Casey 
will both attend UNG, while Simpson will attend Augusta 
College.
 The iPhone/iPad scholarship was established in 2016 
and awarded to seniors from Dawson and Pickens counties 
who are planning to major in an area of computer science.  
The recipient this year was Ethan Erb of Dawson High, 
who will attend UNG.
 The PHS and DHS valedictorians were also awarded 
scholarships: Piper Duncan of PHS will attend UGA, and 
Megan Wright of DHS will attend Rice University. 
 Reverend Len Walker presided at the awards event 

Big Canoe Chapel awards over $2.8 million 
in scholarships over 40 years

“I am proud to say with the help of financial aid like this scholarship, I graduated debt free. The investment made 
by this scholarship is tremendous and has a long trail of impact in both Pickens and Dawson counties.”

with an inspirational message, and music was provided by 
Noah Burnett.
 Green passed along the following advice to students: 
maintain your faith, stay in touch with family on a daily 

basis, be disciplined, establish a routine and stick with it, 
and don’t fear failure but learn from it.”  
 To which Big Canoe Chapel says a whole-hearted, 
“Amen.”                           Submitted by the Big Canoe Chapel

Pickens County scholarship winners.

Dawson County scholarship winners. PHOTOS COURTESY OF BIG CANOE CHAPEL
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Bear Society Concert a swinging success

W
ant to make a difference in 
Big Canoe? 
       If so, the Big Canoe 
Election Committee is seek-

ing qualified property owners to serve on 
the POA Board of Directors.    
 The terms of two of our current 
directors – Candace Robertson and Regis 
Falinski – expire in December 2022. The 
seven-seat board is looking to fill those two 
positions in the 2022 election that takes 
place in the fall.
 Why run for the board? 
 Bob Crouch, who served as president 
for four years while he was on the POA 
board in 2005-2010 and 2020-21, calls it an 

incredible opportunity to make a difference 
in the community.
 “Serving on the board is very re-
warding as one can contribute significant 
improvements to our already wonderful 
Big Canoe community,” says Crouch.
 Board newcomer Elton Gogolin point-
ed to how the board has introduced him “to 
such smart, motivated individuals,” which 
has been “probably my best new experi-
ence since being elected.” 
 Outgoing board member Candace 
Robertson, who served as president last 
year, underscored how gratified she was to 
leverage her nearly four decades in finance 
as a board member. It “gives me great 

satisfaction that Big Canoe is on a solid 
financial foundation as we move into our 
second 50 years,” she says.
 To go over the campaign process and 
answer any questions from those interest-
ed in running, the Election Committee is 
holding an informational meeting from 5 
to 6:30 p.m. Monday, June 6 at the Canoe 
Lodge. Board members will also be in 
attendance.
 Candidate packages can be picked up 
at the event – and afterward at the POA 
offices in the Canoe Lodge.
 To qualify as a candidate, those run-
ning are required to have owned property 
in Big Canoe for at least 24 consecutive 

months, be at least 21 years of age, and 
current in all respects of their POA billing 
account.
 Filing for candidacy ends at 5 p.m. 
June 30. 
 If you have any immediate questions 
or would like any additional information, 
please contact any of the Election Commit-
tee members: Fred Schultz at fschu65488@
aol.com; Mark Newton at drmarklnew-
ton@gmail.com; Liz Littleton at littleton.
elizabeth@gmail.com; Janet Vandenbark  
at vandenbarkjm@outlook.com; Elaine 
Fitzgerald at emsfitz@aol.com; Cynthia 
Cornelssen at ca.cornelssen@gmail.com; 
or Tony Rogers at trogers316@gmail.com.

Election Committee seeking candidates 
to run for the POA Board of Directors

PHOTOS BY ELVIS CERNJUL

“There was lots of dancing by attendees 
on a weather-perfect evening as the bands

played popular music from the ‘70s 
and ‘80s and beyond”



770-893-2733 
sales@bigcanoe.com • www.bigcanoe.com

Phil Baldwin
706-268-2313

Dave Brannen
404-271-9196

Broker

Mike Rhodes
706-268-2333

Jim Mallory
706-268-2322

Jenna Lackey
770.656.1106

Bob Perrotta
678-448-8837 

Gordie Lazich
239.777.2033

Sue McEntee
706-268-2323

Ryan Moledor
706-268-2324

Bob Thomas
678-296-6409

Kelly Stubbs
772-321-4874

Marty Whitt 
706-268-2337

Steve Yambor
706-268-2332

Frank Wilson
706-268-2330

Sydni Rhodes
678.602.9181

Grayson Petty
706-268-2315

Garet Rhodes 
706-268-2386

BEST TEAM…BEST LOCATION!!!

Big Canoe ® Realty Has Relocated
(Intersection of Steve Tate & Hwy 53)

Stop by and see our newly renovated office.

Connect with Big Canoe Community on these Social Networking Sites:

6 A S M O K E  S I G N A L S  |  N E W S  JUNE 2022 JUNE 2022 S M O K E  S I G N A L S  |  N E W S  7 A



8 A S M O K E  S I G N A L S  |  N E W S  JUNE 2022

BETTER THAN NEW CRAFTSMAN

4915 FRONTIER DR.
5BR, 3.5BA  ~  $565,000

Better Than New Craftsman; Description: 
Perfect Open Layout on Amazing Cul-de-Sac.

UNDER CONTRACT

m   Listing and Selling the Best of Big Canoe®  m

 FABULOUS CABIN WITH 
SEASONAL MTN VIEWS

80 MOUNTAIN MINT DR
2BR, 2BA ~  $703,500

SOLD

NEW LISTING

262 COLUMBINE DRIVE
Circular Drive, Updated kitchen, 

Composite Decking
4BR, 3BA ~  $489,000

SOLD

... has earned its reputation for 
QUALITY LISTINGS & SUPERIOR SERVICE

SOLD

424 COLUMBINE
3BR, 2.5BA  ~  $422,000

SOLD

GOLF COURSE/MOUNTAIN VIEWS

220 KILMARTIN PT
4BR, 3BA ~  $450,000

SOLD

SOLD

30 PONY LANE
2FPL’s, 3 Car Garage, 2 Porches

4BR, 3.5BA  ~  $529,900

SOLD

LANDMARK PLUMMER CABIN

369 INDIAN PIPE
One of A Kind/Waterfall/Big View!

3BR, 3.5BA  ~  $695,000

SOLD

NEW LISTING

311 REDBUD PASS
 Immaculate Blackwell Creek home 

5BR, 3BA ~  $575,000

SOLD

MAKING REALTY DREAMS A REALITY . . . CALL ME ABOUT UNLISTED PROPERTIES

Information provided is deemed reliable, but not guaranteed.

Cell: (770) 856-9725 
Berkshire Hathaway Home 

Services Georgia Properties

 (678) 513-2023

325 Brannon Rd. Ste 200, Cumming GA 30041 

Email: jack.camprini@gmail.com

Jack Camprini
#11 Metro Atlanta N. GA

#2 400 North Brd of Realtors

Top 1.5% Realtors Worldwide

Nationally Ranked Top Realtor

BIG CANOE RESIDENT

Berkshire Hathaway Home Services|Georgia Properties|#1 Real Estate Company in greater Atlanta

Y  Phoenix Award
Y President’s Circle, Chairman’s Circle Gold and Platinum Awards Recipient
Y  Lifetime Member Multi-Million Dollar Club
Y  Circle of Excellence Life Member

 R  Member 400 North Board of Realtors
R  Accredited Buyer’s Representative
R  Certified Fine Home & International Property Specialist
R  Certified Skilled Negotiator

SOLD

510 HIGHLAND TRAIL
Custom Home w/pool, Golf Course, 

Mountain and Lake Sconti Views
5BR, 4FB, 2HB ~  $875,000

SOLD

SOLD

234 PETIT RIDGE DR
Custom built home/Prime Location/Furn. 

4BR,  3 FULL BA, 2 HALF BA
 $549,000

SOLD

SOLD

164 BOBCAT RIDGE DRIVE
4BR, 6.5B  ~  $1,150,000

SOLD

SOLD

32 RACCOON RUN RIDGE
6BR, 4.5BA  ~  $1,200,000

SOLD

SOLD

10 SUMMIT DRIVE WEST
4BR, 3.5BA  ~  $949,000

SOLD

SOLD

18 NUGGET LANE
4BR, 4.5BA  ~  $689,000

SOLD

SOLD

401 SUMMIT DRIVE
4BR, 3F BA, 3HLF BA  ~  $630,000

SOLD

SOLD

74 PETIT RIDGE DR. 
4BR, 3.5BA  ~  $600,000

SOLD

SOLD

109 RED BUD PASS
4BR, 3.5BA  ~  $599,000

SOLD

SOLD

65 RED FOX DRIVE
4BR, 3.5BA  ~  $510,000

SOLD

SOLD

521 WEDGEWOOD DR
3BR, 2.5BA  ~  $499,000

SOLD

NEW PRIVATE LISTING

121 GOLDFINCH POINT
Renovated Lakefront Home with 

300ft Lake Petit Frontage
3BR, 3.5BA  ~  $693,000

SOLD

10 DOGWOOD LANE
Completely Updated In and Out

3BR, 3BA  ~   $429,500

CHARMING REMODELED CABIN

SOLD

NEW LISTING

1664 QUAIL COVE DR
Authentic Log Home/Cedar Shake Roof 

3/4BR, 3BA  ~   $299,000

SOLD

NEW LISTING

268 BELL FLOWER DRIVE
Garden Tour Home w/add’l Bonus Cottage!

4BR, 2.5 BA  ~   $589,000

SOLD

NEW LISTING

64 GENTLE DOVE WALK
Stunning Mtn Cottage

4BR, 3.5 BA  ~  $635,000

SOLD

COMING SOON

163 MUIRFIELD WAY
Classic Craftsman, Beautifully Maintained

4BR, 3.5 BA ~  $559,500

SOLD

SPECTACULAR RUSTIC 
CONTEMPORARY

53 VALLEY VIEW
Fully Furnished Rustic Contemporary 

3BR, 2BA, $499,000

SOLD

• 6501 Buckskull Ridge - $149,900 - Fabulous Lake & Mtn Views from Central BC

• 1264 Grouse Gap - $79,900 - Estate Lot w/180 Degree View! 

• 470 Falcon Heights Lane - $49,000 - Views to Amicalola & Beyond!

• 8256 Cox Mtn Rd - $90,000 - Big Canoe’s Finest View Lot. SOLD

• 238 Sanderlin Mtn Dr - $165,000 - Level lot w/big view to Amicolola & Mt. Yonah. SOLD

• 8188 Willow Dr, - $55,900 - Great Lot with View

• 58 Bluestern Dr. - $99,000 - Wildcat Corner Lot.  SOLD

• 2641 Sconti Point - $90,000 - RARE LOT on both sides of rushing Blackwell 

   Creek! End of cul-de-sac lot with bold creek views and sounds; Golf Course, 

   Lake Sconti and Cox Mtn Views; Pre-approved septic permit for 3 BR home. SOLD

• 9070 Yearling Lane - $38,500 Easy build on quiet cul-de-sac. Motivated Seller - Estate Owned.

• 8104 Wilderness Pkwy - $56,900. - 3.9 Acre Estate Lot with Year’ Round Views

• 7349 Starlight LN- $95,000 - 1.77 Acre w/big view in The Bluffs. 

• 8131 Wilderness Pkwy - 2 acre level lot w/Mtn Views. $118,900. SOLD

• 1038 Owls Brow - Rare Easy Build Lake Petit Lot $168,500 - SOLD

• 9062 The Paddock - Easy Build in Great Location.  $40,000 - SOLD

www.CampriniandCompany.com

FEATURED HOMESITES

SOLD

80 TEABERRY LANE
5BR, 5.5BA  ~  $799,000

SOLD

SOLD

222 WILD TURKEY BLUFF
Spectacular Views/Masterfully Crafted

4BR, 3FB, 2HB  ~  $959,000

SOLD

SOLD

NEW LISTING

196 MCELROY MTN DRIVE
4BR, 3BA  ~  $699,000

VIEW-LOCATION-STYLE! Complete Package!

AVAILABLE SOON

64 THE PADDOCK
Charmer with Additional Lot

3BR, 3BA ~  $599,000

NEW LISTING

62 CARDINAL COVE
Original Plummer Cabin Pristine Condition

3BR, 3BA ~  $460,000

Interested in Selling?  I have buyers!

SOLD/UNDER CONTRACT IN 1 DAY

SOLD/UNDER CONTRACT IN 1 DAY

NICEST ORIGINAL PLUMMER 
CABIN IN BIG CANOE

242 BUCKSKULL HOLLOW DRIVE
3BR, 3BA  ~  $425,000

SOLD/UNDER CONTRACT IN 1 DAY

NEW LISTING

1318 RIDGEVIEW DRIVE
Open Floor Plan with BIG VIEWS

4BR, 4BA  ~   $665,000

SOLD

44 BUCKSKULL BROW
"Expanded" Original Plummer Cabin

3BR, 3BA  ~   $485,000

NEW LISTINGNEW LISTING

26 WILDERNESS KNOLL
4BR, 3.5BA  ~  $894,000

Beautiful Blackwell Creek Craftsman 
Home and Gardens

UNDER CONTRACT IN 2 DAYS
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AIR

had developed other interests and was no 
longer involved. 
 Anne—down to the last $1,000 of the 
funds she had raised—was questioning 
whether (and how) she would continue 
when a providential encounter at a restau-
rant in Antiqua changed everything. 
 A young man from Pennsylvania sit-
ting at a nearby table introduced himself. 
As the only two North Americans in the 
restaurant, Christopher Wunderlich and 
Anne started talking. She explained what 
she was trying to do with reforestation 
and improving life for rural farmers then 
asked what he was doing in Guatemala.
 “I’ve been building water tanks,” he 
replied, adding that he had a degree in 
sustainable farming with trees from Hum-
boldt University in California. 
 “This was my ‘God’ moment,” she 
said. “A stranger in a Guatemalan restau-
rant—with a civil war going on outside—
knew what we needed to do and how to do 
it.”
 The next day Chris took her to see 
one of the communities where he worked. 
Anne was so impressed she made him an 
offer: “If I give you $1,000, would you stay 
in Guatemala and work for me?”
 Chris agreed. When Anne returned to 
Guatemala 10 weeks later to see what kind 
of progress he had made, she was amazed. 
“Chris had started five tree nurseries in 
five villages and planted 20,000 trees. He 
was the expert we needed to make our 
reforestation project work. From that mo-
ment on, AIR moved forward,” said Anne. 

Making a difference
 Along the way, they had many diffi-
culties to overcome--including Anne’s dan-
gerous meeting with local military “coman-
dantes” to convince them they were not 
organizing rebels, but “just planting trees.” 
 “Chris established dozens of tree 
nurseries and the five-year farmer training 
program. His approach of communi-
ty-based reforestation was innovative at 
the time, but now is the norm for sustain-
ability projects worldwide. Chris stayed 
with AIR for five years and helped to make 
amazing progress with reforestation in 
Guatemala,” she said. “He eventually re-
turned to the U.S. and now AIR’s policy is 
for only native Guatemalan experts to lead 
all of AIR’s projects.”
 AIR’s agroforestry expert was able to 
show the rural farmers how to use trees to 
protect their fields rather than chopping 
them down for more growing space. He 
showed them how trees could help solve 
some of their most difficult growing prob-
lems by preventing mudslides during the 
rainy season, adding nitrogen to the soil, 
providing fruit from orchard crops and 
ensuring a supply of branches to fix roofs. 
 “His knowledge and practical solu-
tions broke the tension with local farmers,” 
Anne said. 
 As AIR spread its successful approach 
to more communities, its education pro-
grams were also incorporated into rural 
schools to support its work with local 
farmers. AIR volunteers and staff teach 
students to prepare and plant vegetable 
gardens for produce to take home and 
start tree nurseries at the schools. 
 With limited resources and a lack of 
the electric and water resources found in 
cities, open fires are used by 80% of the 
rural population for cooking and heating. 
Fueled by wood, these fires emit danger-
ous smoke day and night. The World Bank, 
according to AIR research, estimates that 
eight times more people in the develop-
ing world die of lung disease from open 
fires than die from malaria—this doesn’t 
include accidental burns and fire damage. 
 “Since 1996, AIR technicians working 
with family members and summer volun-
teers, have constructed 900 fuel-efficient 
brick stoves with chimneys,” said Anne. 
Not only do these stoves prevent lung dis-
ease, but they have conserved about 900 
tons of firewood each year because they 
are so efficiently designed. AIR’s stoves 
are special because they have the large 
food preparation area that the women 
requested, and they are custom built for 
each woman’s height.

Fast forward 28 years
 Now after 28 years in Guatemala, AIR 
has made amazing, lasting progress in the 
rural areas beginning with education pro-
grams then reforestation and regenerative 
farming methods that protect water sourc-
es, build soil health, prevent mudslides and 
erosion, prevent lung disease and provide 
more nutritious crops. 
 The results are life changing for the 
5,000 rural families trained in their own 
communities:
 • 7.5 million beneficial, native trees 
planted
 • 900 fuel-efficient stoves constructed
 • 38 rural schools with AIR scholar-
ships, classes, tree nurseries and gardens.
 The world has noticed—and honored 
Anne Hallum and AIR for their achieve-
ments in Guatemala. In 2011, Anne was 
named one of CNN’s Heroes during an 
all-star TV tribute “to honor individuals 
who make extraordinary contributions to 
humanitarian aid and make a difference in 
their communities.” 
 The same year the Arbor Day Founda-
tion presented AIR with the J. Sterling Mor-
ton award for best international program.  
 The Guatemalan national government, 
Ministry of Agriculture and Forests (INAB) 
in 2014 named AIR “the most effective 
environmental organization in Guatemala.”
 The United Nations Development 
Program awarded AIR the Equator Prize 
during a 2017 event in New York City. 

What’s next?
 Anne Hallum doesn’t 

rest on past success. She 
continues to fundraise 

and organize occasional 
volunteer teams for 
AIR, while the ded-
icated staff manage 
and grow the projects 
on the ground in 
Guatemala plus a new 
project in Nicaragua.

        “This year, a 
second AIR Training 

Center will be constructed 
near Lake Atitlan in Guate-

mala--and five residents from Big 
Canoe will spend a week in Guatemala 

planting trees and building stoves with 
Mayan residents,” she said.
 “We will be planting about 700 trees 
for two days on mountain slopes, visit the 
new site and advise on construction of sec-
ond training center, next two days of build-
ing five brick stoves with chimneys—then 
one ‘tourist day.’ The other groups during 
June will do about the same work--we’re 
planning on building 16 stoves and planting 
a few thousand trees for June.”
 To learn more about Anne Hallum and 
the Alliance for International Reforestation 
visit the AIR website http://allianceinter-
nationalreforestation.org/ It is filled with 
information about AIR’s background, it’s 
people, stories from the field and some 
amazing on-site photos. 
       The words “choose hope” appear fre-
quently and naturally in the website articles 
and information. Hope is an integral part of 
AIR’s philosophy and approach. 
       Hope lies in dreams, in imagination, 
and in the courage of those who dare to 
make dreams into reality. —Jonas Salk

AIR volunteers have built almost 900 
stoves to prevent lung disease and 
deforestation, while the community 
members also plant trees.

Anne Hallum with Don Camillo, next to 
a forest he planted with AIR Technicians 
on what was a barren mountainside. Don 
Camillo turned his “AIR” tree nursery into 
a thriving business and sells tree seedlings. 
ALL PHOTOS COURTESY OF ANNE HALLUM Anne’s daughter Rachel in 2006, planting 

trees with church volunteers; both 
daughters grew up traveling to Guatemala 
each summer.

These Mayan farmers in AIR tree nursery 
that has now become a small business for 
them.

Chris Cousens, Anne’s husband, with AIR 
scholarship student, Alex Mynor, who 
now has advanced degree in computer 
programming.

Just one of AIR’s tree nurseries—this one in Santa Apolonia. The woman in red, Dona 
Gilberta, traveled to New York City to receive the Equator Prize in 2017.

Don Juan Estepan and his wife joined reforestation and created a tree nursery with training 
from AIR’s technician. The group transplanted all the trees of the first three years  from 
the nursery onto the steepest terrain, protecting the group’s families from mudslides and 
covering their firewood needs with much less environmental impact.

BY ANN LEHR 

A
pril was a month full of activity 
for the Leadership Big Canoe 
class of 2022. On April 8, officials 
from both Dawson and Pickens 

counties spoke to the group about their 
visions for the future and the planning that 
it entails. Jasper Mayor Steve Lawrence 
gave an overview of the city’s growth and 
its future. He explained that 60 acres of land 
at the Doris Wigginton Park is being devel-
oped to include both bike and hiking paths. 
There is a definite push to make Jasper an 
active city that attracts all ages and inter-
ests. In addition to the bike and hiking paths 
there are plans for 3.2 acres downtown to be 
turned into a possible amphitheater. 
 Growth is the goal in the planning 
for the future of Jasper. Actually, that has 
already begun. There are numerous new 

eateries as well as wine tasting rooms and a 
distillery. In addition, to two new devel-
opments along the Ga. State Route 515 cor-
ridor, Piedmont Mountainside Hospital is 
planning a new 10,000 square-foot building 
to better serve residents’ medical needs. 
 Since Pickens County is the only 
county out of 159 in Georgia that does not 
have its own water source, plans need to 
be innovative. The sewer system needs to 
be revised and meters redone. There is not 
enough water flow to build a reservoir so 
the county and city planners must utilize 
the resources available. They intend to 
explore every available idea to accomplish 
this.
 Green Suttles, president and CEO of 
the Pickens County Planning Authority, 
then provided additional information about 
the future plans for Pickens County. There 
are plans to recruit new businesses espe-

cially small business. Because the area has 
insufficient lower cost housing to attract 
the kind of workers that are needed for 
development there are plans being estab-
lished to remedy this situation. Multifamily 
dwelling units are being considered.
 Sharon Fausett, Dawson County Com-
missioner District 1, then spoke about that 
county’s vision for the future. She indicat-
ed that the county was basically residential 
in nature and would plan to stay that way. 
The biggest challenge is to ensure that 
the residents have the necessities needed 
to sustain their interests and support the 
overall desire to enjoy nature and its sur-
roundings.
 Dawson Sheriff Jeff Johnson then told 
the group how his department works to 
ensure that the residents of Dawson Coun-
ty are safe and have an overall feeling of 
well-being. His department provides school 

resource officers and court services as well 
as the more well-known traffic control 
and criminal investigation. After hearing 
his presentation, all the Dawson residents 
came away with a better appreciation that 
their sheriff has the right tools to protect 
and serve them.
 On April 22 the class graduated. This 
was a festive event held at the Clubhouse 
at Lake Sconti. Diane La Charite presented 
the diplomas and all of the Big Canoe POA 
board members were present. Each grad-
uate gave a commitment to two years of 
volunteer service. The commitments were 
varied and included such things as CASA, 
Big Canoe committees, and other commu-
nity volunteer service. All felt they were 
well prepared to serve after their year long 
education and all were anxious to become 
part of the volunteer community of Big 
Canoe.

Officials from Dawson and Pickens counties 
help LBC complete its year

“Since 1996, AIR technicians 
working with family 

members and summer 
volunteers, have constructed 

900 fuel-efficient brick 
stoves with chimneys.”
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Let us get you where you’re GOing!Let us get you where you’re GOing!

OOur goal is to meet and exceed your  

expectations when it comes to reliable  

transportation in the North Georgia Mountains.   

From airport and in-town shuttles, wedding  

transportation, corporate travel and winery and  

brewery tours let us plan your next adventure.

We are a great way to get you out and explore 

North Georgia Wine County with your large group. 

www.dahlonego.com | 706-864-5718

223 Torrington Drive Dahlonega, GA 30533

TOURSTOURS  |  WEDDING TRANSPORTWEDDING TRANSPORT |  PRIVATE CHARTERSPRIVATE CHARTERS

We offer customized charters and tours for groups of 15-200

E xperience the HVC difference with Dr. Evans  

in both Jasper and Ellijay. Through state-of- 

the-art treatments, cutting-edge technology, timely  

communication, and a promise to nurture sincere 

patient-to-physician relationships, we are committed 

to delivering comprehensive cardiovascular care.

JASPER OFFICE

49 Gordon Road 

Suite 101

Jasper, Georgia

678-513-2273
help@hvcmd.com

ELLIJAY OFFICE

433 Highland Pkwy. 

Suite 201

Ellijay, Georgia

678-513-2273
help@hvcmd.com

Dr. Kathleen Evans

plan that must be followed.
 Asked if the plan included the needs 
of the Foothills center, Garner said yes 
and referred to a document on the county 
website.
 “We have a responsibility, whether we 
agree with it or not, to constantly explore 
sewer and water opportunities for areas 
that need it,” Garner said. “I have said that I 
am not publicly in favor of Pickens County 
being in the sewage business. The county 
does not have a sewage system. The sewer 
treatment is strictly the City of Jasper.”
 Asked why the county was deferring 
the sewer issue until after the elections, 
Garner first assured the crowd that nobody 
had asked him to run, that it was his deci-
sion.
 “I don’t think they (Pickens commis-
sioners) wanted to make that decision until 
they had somebody in that seat (the east-
ern commissioner) that could represent 
you guys with an accurate voice of what 
you feel like,” Garner said. “I am going 
to take all of the information that I have 
and am going to go back and do my due 
diligence. It might be that we need to do a 
town hall meeting or open forums.”
 “On May 24, someone will go in that 
seat and then I am told sometime thereafter 
this issue will come up,” Downing said.
 The sewer issue is not a new issue 
and has been a concern for over 18 years 
according to Downing. The system has 
a 25-30-year effective life span which is 
getting near the end.
 “There is a reason it has taken so long,” 
Downing said. “There are so many elements 
that have to come to an agreement. There 
is the county, now Utilities Inc., there is Big 
Canoe itself, there is the people down there 
at the corner (Foothills businesses) so they 
all have to be aligned. It is complicated and 
difficult. Right now, I believe we have the 
best opportunity to bring all those groups 
together in agreement.”

n  Continued from page 1

Sewer
 Asked how much of the county tax 
base did Big Canoe represent, Becky 
Denny, outgoing eastern district commis-
sioner, estimated that it was about 26-30 
percent. Several in the crowd asked how 
much of that came back to Big Canoe 
which provides most of its own services. 
Garner pointed out that Big Canoe has a 
PR problem with the rest of the county 
and intimated that it can expect little sup-
port for issues related to Big Canoe.
 “I want to try to change that,” Garner 
said. 
 Garner assured the crowd that he 
would be easily accessible and made his 
email address available and pointed to his 
social media access.
 “I am not a hard guy to find,” Garner 
said.
 Asked how soon, if he were elected, 
would he be able to tackle the issue at 
hand, Garner explained that traditionally 
it takes about six months to study budgets 
and be able to make contributions.
 “But, if I have my way, one of the very 
first things within the first couple of weeks 
is to tackle what most of you are here for 
tonight,” Garner said. “I think we can make 
the decision fairly quick.”
 Asked to clarify the county’s role and 
whether the decision by the county was 
a development issue or a sewage issue, 
Downing pointed out the economics of the 
required investment into a sewage resolu-
tion.
 “From the county’s perspective, they 
are giving permission to whoever it is to 
have a water/sewer service to a limited 
area that is confined to our corner (Foot-
hills center)” Downing explained. “It will 
not allow additional development (beyond 
the Foothills property). Part of what you 
need to make it work is more users. We 
have 20 customers (for the sewer service). 
Twenty customers is not enough to justify 
Utilities Inc. to spend over $1 million 
to run a line down there to a pumping 
station that would be on our property and 
process the sewage. They would need 
more users. So, the other element that 

17 South Main St. Downtown Jasper
706-253-0465

facebook.com/lollidropsllc
www.lollidropscandy.com

We offer group benefits for 
businesses including health 

insurance, dental, vision, 
telemedicine and supplemental 
plans. We also offer individual 

health insurance plans.

Krumm Agency, LLC

www.krummagencyllc.com
770-295-9410

michele@krummagencyllc.com

comes into play is a development of clus-
ter homes or townhomes of some kind on 
the property that is woods now behind the 
shopping center. A developer has agreed 
to do that.’
 The developer, according to Down-
ing, is Piedmont Development who de-
veloped the housing behind the Piedmont 
Mountainside Hospital in Jasper. 
 “That gives Utilities Inc enough 
rooftops they need to justify spending the 
million dollars to run the line.,” Downing 
said. “They will be limited by the agree-
ment, as I understand it, to only servicing 
us and the costs will be born by the new 
users.”
 Downing estimated that there could 
be 50 to 80 units built.
 Asked if there were an alternative 
such as building another sewage/septic 
system on the Foothills property, Downing 
said he was told there were some issues 
on the property that would prevent that.
 “There is a small creek that runs 
through the property,” Downing said. “And 
you cannot build a system within 200 
feet of it, so that makes much of the land 
unusable for that purpose. The second 
problem I am told is that it is not all for 
sure that it would perk (percolate into the 
soil effectively) so if you spend the money, 
it might not even work. The third problem 
is the cost would be substantial. So, I am 

not sure it is a viable alternative. In my 
opinion, after being involved in this for 18 
years, the most viable solution is to hook 
into the existing system of Utilities Inc. 
who needs capacity. They are way under 
capacity.”
 Downing also pointed out the fact that 
people in Big Canoe who are aging and 
need to downsize have few options and 
typically leave the community. New hous-
ing could provide those with an opportuni-
ty to stay in the community.
 ‘I really think we can strike a balance,” 
Garner said about concerns of over-devel-
opment versus controlled growth. “From 
the county’s perspective we will make 
sure that we lay that template of the com-
prehensive land plan up against anything 
that goes in there to make sure it fits. We 
have to make sure it is done right, and I 
have no doubt that it will be.”
 Downing estimated that it would take 
a year to complete the sewer extension 
once approved.
 Garner told Smoke Signals that one 
of the reasons the county is reluctant to 
say yes to the proposed sewer solution is 
that if the provider were to go bankrupt 
the county would legally be required to 
take over that sewer system and suddenly 
would be in the sewer business.
 “I think that is the reason for the 
reluctance, Garner said.

84 W. Church Street, Jasper, GA 
(706) 253-9876 | www.salon84jasper.com

NO NEED TO DRIVE
TO ATLANTA!  

A full service hair 

and color studio is  

located right here 

in beautiful 

downtown Jasper.
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Step into a new home this summer!

Cell 404-863-2676•Direct 
706-268-2904•Office 770-893-2400

E-mail: scollins@ShelbyCollins.com

Website: www.ShelbyCollins.com

RESOURCE CERTIFICATION - SFR

200 Foothills Pkwy, Marble Hill, GA 30148 • 770-893-2400

HARRY NORMAN, REALTORS
®

SHELBY COLLINS
• Pickens County Board of Realtors 

• Top Producing Realtor-2018

• Realtor of the Year 2020

• Member of the Harry Norman Success Circle       

      Ranked 13th out of 1,000+ Agents

List, Sell & Buy with the BEST! ...

A subsidiary of 
Berkshire 
Hathaway Inc.

n 2592 Summit Dr. West 
$110,000

Great View of Lake and Mountains - SOLD

n 112 Disharoon 
$55,000 -  VIEW, VIEW, VIEW!! - REDUCED

n 37 Petit Ridge - $249,000 - REDUCED
Estate Lot with 

Panoramic View!!

n 52 Columbine Drive - $4,500
VIEW, VIEW, VIEW!! - SOLD

7 CHOCTAW RIDGE
$569,000 • FMLS #6733327

4 Bedrooms/4 Full/2 Half Baths
Near Clubhouse, Golf Course and Walking 
Trails. Studio, Office of Over Garage Apt

GREAT LOCATION!

1239 MCELROY MTN DRIVE
$350,000 • FMLS #6643625

4 Bedrooms/3 Baths
Convenient to North Gate

2 Bedrooms on Main

VIEW!

291 WOODLAND TRACE
$375,000 • FMLS #6650834

3 Bedrooms/3 Baths
Custom Home with recent Updates!

Flowing Stream and Privacy!

NEW PRICE

776 BLACK BEAR TRAIL
$725,000 • FMLS #6585058

6 Bedrooms/6.5 Baths
Inlaw Suite with Kitchen and Private Entry
3 Car Garage/6 Minutes from North Gate

PRIVACY AND A VIEW!

95 TREETOP KNOLL
$149,900 • FMLS #6536163

2 Bedrooms/2 Baths
Centrally located
Walk to Amenitie

RIDGE LINE VIEW

11 WILDERNESS PARKWAY
$299,000 • FMLS #6972926
2 Bedrooms + Loft /2 Baths
Charming Mountain Cabin

Close to Amenities and Nature Valley

NEW LISTING

21 BEE BALM WAY
$1,100,000 • FMLS #6893998

UNDER CONTRACT IN 3 DAYS!

NEW LISTING

38 AHALUNA PLACE
$425,000 • FMLS #6940881

4 Bedrooms/3 Baths
Northern View!
Near North Gate

VIEW!

BIG CANOE LOTS

65 BUCKSKULL BROW
$179,000 • FMLS #6737417

UNDER CONTRACT IN 2 DAYS!

NEW LISTING

64 HIGHLAND FARMS COURT
$275,000 • FMLS #6539935

3 Bedrooms/2 Baths
Convenient to Village and Amenities

Beautiful Renovation-Wheelchair Ramp

520 HUNTERS TRACE
$455,000 • FMLS #6777061

UNDER CONTRACT IN 5 DAYS!

NEW LISTING

811 MCELROY MTN DRIVE
$599,000 • FMLS #6562660

4 Bedrooms/4.5 Baths
One of the best views in Big Canoe!!!

Updated and Move in Ready

NEW PRICE

199 YANOO TRACE
$345,000 • FMLS #6727417

4 Bedrooms/4.5 Baths
Near North Gate, Walking Trails and 

Dog Parks. NEWLY RENOVATED!

GREAT LOCATION!

88 CINNAMON FERN LANE
$399,000 • FMLS #6770995

UNDER CONTRACT IN 1 DAY!

NEW LISTING

77 CHEROKEE KNOLL
$435,000 • FMLS #6631184

3 Bedrooms/2.5 Baths
Close to North Gate and Wildcat Hiking 

Trails. Spacious Rooms, Office & Workshop

NEW LISTING

142 BLACK GUM DRIVE
$425,000 • FMLS #6564242

4 Bedrooms/3.5 Baths
Beautifully Maintained and Updated

Near Amenities and Nature Valley

NEW LISTING

55 HILLSIDE WAY
$535,000 • FMLS #6942729

4 Bedrooms/4 Baths
GOLF COURSE VIEW!

Close to amenities

NEW LISTING

40 TROUT LILY TRAIL
$215,000 • FMLS #6539718

3 Bedrooms/2 Baths
Walk to Nature Valley
Seasonal Interior View

NEW PRICE

61 MORGAN WALK
$545,000 • FMLS #7043963

3 Bedrooms/2.5 Baths
In Law Suite with Kitchen!

Seasonal View!

NEW LISTING

Harry Norman 
Realtors is a proud 
supporter of the 

Big Canoe®
Wellness Collaborative

LAKE FRONT 

NEW LISTING NEW LISTING

439 HUNTERS TRACE
$675,000 • FMLS #7031653

4 Bedrooms/4.5 Baths 
Beautifully Maintained

UNDER CONTRACT IN 2 DAYS!

96 WHITE ASTER LANE
$975,000 • FMLS #6968295

4 Bedrooms/4.5 Baths
New Gourmet Kitchen!!

Terrace Level w/ 2nd kitchen 

UNDER CONTRACT IN 1 DAY!!!

NEW LISTING

102 CARDINAL COVE
$798,000 • FMLS #6733327

4 Bedrooms/3 Full, 2 Half Baths
Fabulous  Lake Front Home!

Loaded with Extras

134 MEADOWBROOK RIDGE
$599,000 • FMLS #6947985
4 Bedrooms/3 Full-1 Half Bath

Executive Office
Walk to Dog Park and Hiking Trails

SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD! SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD!

470 COLUMBINE DRIVE
$499,900 • FMLS #6902546

3 Bedrooms/4.5 Baths
Panoramic VIEW!

Beautifully Maintained/Updated Kitchen

NEW LISTING

SOLD!

18 CHOCTAW RIDGE
$650,000 • FMLS #7039438

5 Bedrooms/4.5 Baths
Beautifully Renovated!

Near Clubhouse, Golf and Hiking Trails

NEW LISTING

76 INDIGO BUNTING TRAIL
$525,000 • FMLS #685979

4 Bedrooms/4Baths
Beautiful Custom Home

Convenient Lakeside Neighborhood

NEW LISTING

SOLD!

2560 QUAIL COVE DRIVE
$525,000 • FMLS #6843771

4 Bedrooms/4.5 Baths

NEW LISTING

SOLD!

SOLD!SOLD!

SOLD! SOLD!SOLD!

PENDING PENDING
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Now is Time to List: 
low resale inventory, higher prices.

 
Please call me. Always available.

Steve Yambor
678-848-3630 cell
www.bigcanoe.com 
Email: steve.yambor@bigcanoe.com  

Remember to 

Current 2022 Listings

Listing Results in 2021

I averaged 75 closings over the past two years - 
all in Big Canoe®.  That includes an average of 45 

of my personal listings closing each year.

T E S T I M O N I A L S

See more of my testimonials on Zillow.com

HOMESITES

• 2197 McElroy Mtn Drive at $79k - Multi acre homesite (2.3 acres) with 
 mountain view and buildable knoll. NEW LISTING
• 2192 Wildcat Drive at $19.9k - Gentle rolling homesite, close to highly rated  
 High Gap and Wildcat hiking trails. NEW LISTING
• 5213 Columbine Drive at $35k - Private setting at end of cul de sac. Up hill 
 sloping lot with mountain views. NEW LISTING
• 5039 Sanderlin Mountain Drive at $145k - Spectacular long range NE 
 mountain views. Build your dream home. NEW LISTING
• 1109 Quail Cove at $99k - Large buildable homesite in Big Canoe at approx. 
 1.8 acres. Enjoy potential year round lake and mountain views. At corner of 
 Quail Cove and Osprey. Build your dream home. PRICE REDUCED
• 8271 Cox Mountain Drive Lane @ $110k - Spectacular long range Mountain  
 Views from this large acre homesite close to Gate and Amenities. NEW LISTING
• 5544 Black Bear Trail @ $89k Enjoy mtn views from 1.7 acre easy build 
 homesite in the beautiful High Gap neighborhood. PRICE REDUCED
• 5554 Black Bear Trail @ $99k - Walk to the new High Gap hiking trails 
 and Green Space directly behind this homesite... Beautiful, easy build with  
 sounds of creek and views of mountains. PRICE REDUCED

• 5143 Sanderlin Mtn North @ $59.5K - Great NE mountain views, lot staked  
	 out	with	floor	plan	developed.	PRICE REDUCED
• 3461 Wild Pansy Ridge @ $45k - Very low price in Wildcat nbd on cul de sac.
• 3111 Falcon Heights @ $94.5k - Potential views of Lake Petit and long range  
 Mountains.
• 8045 Ridgeview Drive @ $59k - Long range views towards Atlanta. Easy build. 
• 834 Pakanie at $179k - Two Choctaw Village lots combined into one for 
 plenty of space. Walk to Clubhouse, close to Main Gate, near amenities. 
 NEW LISTING
• 843 Foi Drive at $199k - Private lot in Choctaw Village. On cul de sac. Views.
• 6278 Columbine Drive at $30k - Mountain View and easy build homesite 
 in Big Canoe.
• 7038 Shaggy Maple Ln at $29k - Mountain views and quiet cul de sac. 
 PRICE REDUCED
• 28 Petit Ridge Dr @ $99k - 3.86 homesite w/great mtn views. NEW PRICE

Ask For Steve

SOLD

SOLDSOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLDSOLD SOLDSOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLDSOLD

SOLD SOLDSOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLDSOLD SOLD SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD SOLD

SOLD SOLD SOLD SOLD

SOLD SOLD

SOLD

113 BLUESTERN NW
 

SOLD

22 CRESTED FERN LANE

SOLD

1318 RIDGEVIEW DRIVE AT

SOLD

9 BLUE PHLOX WAY 
 

SOLD

325 TROUT LILY 

SOLD

767 COLUMBINE DRIVE

SOLD

78 HIGHLAND FARMS CT
 

SOLD

2199 MCELROY MTN DR.

UNDER CONTRACT

837 WILDCAT TRAIL 

SOLD

720 WAKE ROBIN DRIVE
$479,900

 

UNDER CONTRACT

1178 QUAIL COVE

SOLD

7347 STARLIGHT LANE

SOLD

Made everything run 
so smoothly!

Steve was wonderful in assisting with the 
sale of our home. After multiple attempts 
with other agents, Steve had our house 
under contract in 1 week with a great offer! 

Steve was available to help with every aspect 
of getting us ready for closing and made 
everything run so smoothly! 

         — Julie

We are very appreciative of the relationship we 
developed with you. You helped us through the 
very challenging times of our particular situation. 
You were not only a sales representative but you 
also became Anxiety Psychologist and helping us 
reinvent our sales approach as the sales process 
changed. You are the reason we made this a 
success!             
           — George

Anxiety Psychologist ...a wonderful gentleman!

What a great job Steve did for us. Mutual friends 
of ours and Steve’s gave us his name. I had no 
idea he was an agent selling homes in Big Canoe. 
I just called to see how he liked the area and next 
thing I know he is showing me around! What a 
wonderful gentleman! We have moved 5 times 
and Steve is the most thorough agent we have 
ever had. He’s a keeper! 

— Peggy and Rick
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PHOTOS AND ARTICLE 
BY PAUL SAYEGH 

T
here are many reasons the Great 
Smoky Mountains National Park 
is the most visited National 
Park in the country. Located in 

Tennessee and North Carolina, the moun-
tain range is sometimes called the Smoky 
Mountains and the name is commonly 
shortened to the Smokies. The park is only 
a few hours away from Big Canoe. 
 Photographers appreciate the fall col-
ors of the park as well as the elk rut season 
that brings thousands of visitors to witness 
the bull’s fight for a dominant position in 
the elk herd. For the non-photographers, 
there are immense historical sites, churches 
and homes that have been preserved as 
well as a variety of wildlife to see. There 
is so much to see in this park that most 
people only touch the surface of the park’s 
offerings.
 Being a wildlife photographer, the 
beautiful colors, rivers, trails and waterfalls 
in the park can’t compete with photograph-
ing the black bears in spring. That’s when 
the sows bring their cubs out of hiberna-
tion. I have been to numerous countries 
and even the North Pole to photograph 
bears in the wild.  However, photographing 
cute black bear cubs is a special experience 
that never gets old no matter how many 
good shots you get. There is always some 
kind of cuteness going on and always a 
better shot to be had.
 It’s not just photographers who want 
to see the bears, it’s everyone! On the 
Tennessee side of the park, not far from 
Gatlinburg is Cades Cove Loop Road.  A 
well-known 11-mile narrow, one-way road 
famous for its bear population. The perfect 
place to see bears right from your car.
 We booked a campsite at the Cades 
Cove campground months ahead so that 
we could stay five days in our camper and 
be right next to the start of the loop road. 
It’s an excellent location and staying there 
keeps you close to the bears without having 
to drive out of the park to get rest or food.
 When we arrived the afternoon of the 
last week of April, we set up our camper, 
got a lay of the land and picked up some 
maps. Next, we headed for Loop Road. 
Within one mile we spotted a sow and 
three cubs in a field but a bit too far for 
good photos so we moved on. Within 
another mile we found a sow with a single 
cub close enough for photos. The pair were 
digging up walnuts. It would have been 
easy to say that’s cute and move on, but an 
interesting event started to happen. I have 
seen this many times. Mom needs to teach 
a little eating etiquette to junior. 

Black bears of the Smoky Mountains

 Cubs who don’t learn to be submissive 
and properly share Mom’s food at that age 
are sometimes met with some harsh pen-
alties. I have witnessed how sows smack, 
growl and bite their older cubs that try to 
take food from the mother without permis-
sion. They learn to submissively approach 
slowly and in bear talk “ask” to share moms 
food.
 In this particular incident, the cub got 

disciplined by the sow for walnut theft 
and got pinned upside down by mom with 
some aggressive but harmless teeth ac-
tion—lesson learned. It’s hard to watch but 
it’s Mom’s way of preparing her cubs for 
adulthood and being on their own. By two 
years old the cubs are cut loose as breeding 
time comes again.
 We continued down the loop a few 
more miles to see a sow and three cubs on 

each side of the road. During our first night 
we saw 16 different bears in one drive of 
the loop. Seeing all these bears is a great ex-
perience but many tourists who have never 
seen a bear can get so wrapped up in the 
moment that it causes “bear jams.” Some-
times the jams go for miles generating long 
delays because people stop and park right 
in the middle of the road without pulling 
over. It’s possible to be stuck for hours in 
traffic that’s worse than Atlanta depending 
on the bear activity. Expect it, as it will 
surely happen and your patience will likely 
be tested. It’s even worse on the weekends.
 It should be noted that we use pow-
erful zoom lenses to avoid violating park 
rules regarding the minimum distance to 
a bear. The park rules state “Willfully ap-
proaching within 50 yards (150 feet), or any 
distance that disturbs or displaces a bear, 
is illegal in the park.” That said, you might 
find that you are stationary and the bears 
approach YOU, most without a care in the 
world. Care should be taken in these situa-
tions. Best to keep a distance and never get 
between a sow and her cubs.  Wildlife is 
unpredictable.
 We prefer to be in the forest to get 
photographs of bears in their natural 
environment without asphalt. However, 
tree branches and a busy forest effects 
photos since there always seems to be a 
tree branch in front of a bear’s face. It’s 
harder to find bears in the forest but luck 
was on our side on several occasions. 
During a short hike off the main road, we 
came across a young cub. We immediately 
starting looking for his mother that could 
put us in danger but this cub seemed to 
be on his own. We sat quietly on a nearby 
log allowing the cub to get accustomed to 
our presence from a distance. This allowed 
extra time to scan for the mother we might 
have missed. Within about 30 minutes, the 
cub was grazing on the grass towards us 
giving the opportunity to get some great 
photographs in a variety of situations. 
Climbing trees, drinking, eating, napping 
etc. 
 At the end of five days of photography 
and traveling the loop several times per 
day, we encountered many bears doing en-
tertaining activities. Even though we took 
thousands of photos, we still look forward 
to next year’s Smoky Mountains Cubs.

“The cub got disciplined 
by the sow for walnut theft 

and got pinned upside 
down by mom with some 
aggressive but harmless 

teeth action—lesson 
learned.”

“Being a wildlife 
photographer, the beautiful 

colors, rivers, trails and 
waterfalls in the park 

can’t compete with 
photographing the black 

bears in spring.”

Paul Sayegh loves to capture bears actions. Here he is photographing 
bears in Alaska.
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Big Canoe® Real Estate Specialist
Wanda Stewart • 706-299-9515 • Office 770-893-2400

Big Canoe Resident
Wanda Stewart 200 Foothills Pkwy, Marble Hill, GA 30148 • 770-893-2400

List, Sell & Buy with the BEST! ...

HARRY NORMAN, REALTORS
®

REDUCED

164 Bobcat Ridge Drive         
$1,370,000

Beautiful Home with a View • Multiple Improvements

NEW LISTING

159 Cherokee Trail           
$679,575

4BR 4BA • 1 Acre Corner Lot • Minutes from the North Gate

P
atients and visitors can now feel even safer 
when visiting Northeast Georgia Medical Cen-
ter (NGMC). Northeast Georgia Health System 
(NGHS) is the first health system in the nation 

to provide the highest level of safety by training its 
security team with the Apex Virtual Reality Simulator.
 “Our hospitals are now busier than ever,” said 
Rosetta Wright, security supervisor at NGMC Bra-
selton. “It can be stressful for families and friends, and 
we want to make sure we are providing them with the 
peace of mind that we are doing everything we can to 
secure their safety.”
 Apex Officer is a virtual reality simulator worn on 
the head—just like gaming devices—during training. It 
provides realistic and immersive de-escalation and cri-
sis intervention training through randomized scenarios 
that are much like real life situations. Each has different 
results and outcomes to every action – all so NGHS 
security officers can respond more effectively.
 In recent years, threats of active shooters and a 
rising concern for better security has increased. It is 
important for officers to de-escalate situations before 
they result in disaster. In almost every encounter, 
security officers are having to de-escalate adverse or 
difficult situations. For more information, visit nghs.
com/security

Submitted by North Georgia Hospital System

BY TREENA PARISH
AECD Manager

T
o rent or not to rent – that is the 
question.
       The subject of renting out a 
home in Big Canoe has become 

a much-talked-about topic since both the 
recent Property Owner Satisfaction Sur-
vey and the One-Question Poll both deter-
mined that about 70 percent of residents 
participating in the questionnaires were in 
favor of a rental cap.
 The findings have prompted many 
questions, which typically come to the Big 
Canoe Architectural and Environmental 
Control Department office. Below are 
some of the common queries received by 
the AECD about the subject.

Q: Can I rent out my house in Big Canoe?
A: Yes, but there is a process that requires 
you start by registering the property with 
the AECD.

Q: How do I register my house?
A: Contact Treena Parish at tparish@
bigcanoepoa.org

Q: Is there a rental cap on the percentage 
of homes in Big Canoe that can be put on 
the market?
A: No, not currently.

Q: How much does it cost out of my home?
A: $25 annually through Dec. 31, 2022; 
plus, any charges from Pickens or Dawson 
counties.

Q: Where can I get the form to register to 
rent?
A: Contact Treena Parish at tparish@
bigcanoe.org

Q: What are the restrictions?
A: See section A.14 in the Big Canoe Rules 
and Regulations here.

Q: Are there plans for a rental cap to go 
into effect?
A: This is being reviewed by the POA 
board.

Q: Can I rent out my home for short-term 
rentals?
A: Yes. “short-term” by definition is less 
than 30 days.

Q: What about long-term rentals?
A: Yes, and Public Safety requires a copy 
of the lease.

Q: Can I rent out part of my home?
A: No. Per the covenants, you can only 
rent out the entire home.

Q: Are there any rules or restrictions 
for a home in either Pickens or Dawson 
counties? If so, how do I get that 
information?
A: Both counties currently require that 
property owners who are renting out their 
homes register with that county after they 
have registered with the POA. For county 
information, contact the appropriate 
land-planning office. Pickens County: 706-
253-8850; Dawson County: 706-344-3232 
and echapman@dawsoncounty.org

Q: Am I liable for any violations by a 
tenant or guest?
A: Yes. You are responsible for the actions 
of your guests as it pertains to the Big 
Canoe POA Rules and Regulations. This 
includes but is not limited to violations 
concerning exterior lighting, noise and 

outdoor fires, parking, and leaving out 
trash that might attract wildlife. Please be 
aware that these violations can subject 
you to a fine.

Q: What is the maximum number of 
people who can stay in a rental?
A: Two people per permitted bedroom in 
the home, plus two additional individuals, 
are permitted to those renting.

Q: What about the maximum number of 
vehicles allowed?
A: Overnight parking must be either in 
a garage or substantially on an owner’s 
driveway. Parking at any time must be 
substantially off the road and must not 
impede emergency vehicle access.

Q: Can renters call in a personal guest by 
contacting Public Safety?
A: No. Only Property Owners or their 
registered agent can enter guests via 
DwellingLIVE. Tenants must share their 
guest list with the owner or manager of 
the property before they arrive on the 
property.

What you need to know if you rent out your Big Canoe home

NGHS says VR 
simulators safe T

he Georgia Department of Public Health 
(DPH) is urging parents unable to find baby 
formula typically used for their child to 
contact their pediatrician about appropri-

ate nutritional and safe feeding alternatives. Georgia 
Women, Children and Infants (WIC) is working with 
WIC agencies statewide, local grocers and retailers, and 
formula manufacturers to help locate formula for clients, 
especially those in need of specialized formula. 
 The American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) is offer-
ing guidance for parents that are having difficulty finding 
baby formula: 
 • Watering down baby formula is dangerous and 
can cause nutritional imbalances that may lead to serious 
health problems. Always mix formula as directed by the 
manufacturer. 
 • Homemade baby formulas are not advised. While 
recipes may seem healthy, they are not safe and do not 
meet your baby’s nutritional needs. 
 • Buy baby formula online but only from well-recog-
nized distributors and pharmacies. 
 • Be leery of ads on social media. You can check 
out a company’s reputation through the Better Business 
Bureau (BBB) at www.bbb.org. 
 • Do not use imported formulas from other coun-
tries that are not reviewed by the FDA. 
 • Only prepare the amount of formula you will use - 
throw out any infant formula that is left in the bottle after 
feeding your baby. 
 • It is recommended that during the shortage you buy 
no more than a 10-day to two-week supply of formula. 

       For a complete 
list of AAP guidance 
and tips for finding 
formula during 
the shortage, visit 
healthychildren.org. 
Parents should not 
hesitate to talk to 
their pediatrician 
with any concerns 
about their baby’s 
health and nutrition. 
       WIC clients 
who need help 
finding formula or 
who have questions 
should contact their 

local WIC office or call 1-800-228-9173. 
 Georgia Attorney General Chris Carr is warning 
Georgia consumers to beware of price gouging and 
other scams in response to the nationwide baby formula 
shortage. Consumers can report scams and suspected 
price gouging to the Consumer Protection Division 
(CPD) by calling 404- 651-8600 or 1-800-869-1123. Geor-
gians can also file a complaint online by visiting CPD’s 
website. 
 DPH will continue to monitor all information com-
ing from the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
and formula manufacturers regarding the shortage and 
work to ensure Georgia babies have access to food and 
nutrition they need to grow healthy and strong.

Contact pediatrician during baby formula shortage

Lucy Pickett enjoys her baby 
formula. PHOTO COURTESY  OF THE PICKETT 

FAMILY
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From My Desk to Your Home -

Greetings!

Recognizing signs and symptoms of stroke is fairly simple and remembering the 

acronym “BE FAST” can help you identify and take quick action:

 •  • Balance – watch for dizziness or loss of balance 

 • • Eyes – check for vision loss or double vision 

 •  • Face – look for an uneven smile

 •  • Arm – check if one arm is weak

 •  • Speech – listen for slurred speech

 •  • Time – call 911 at the first sign

Following the “BE FAST” protocol could save your life or the life of someone 

else. I encourage you to make a mental note of this information and also share 

with your loved ones.

According to the American Stroke Association, stroke is the #5 killer and a 

leading cause of disability in the U.S. Every 40 seconds someone in the U.S. 

has a stroke. Additionally, 99% of U.S. adults have at least one of seven 

cardiovascular health risks.

While we can’t control our family history or certain diagnoses like heart disease, 
diabetes, atrial fibrillation, or previous stroke or mini stroke/TIA, there are risk 
factors associated with stroke that can be controlled, such as high blood 

pressure, high cholesterol, smoking, obesity and not being active.

I know changing habits and lifestyle choices is not easy. I recommend setting 

small, attainable goals. For example, choose smaller portion sizes for your 

plate, eat more veggies, walk for 30 minutes 3 times per week and, if you 

smoke, enroll in a smoking cessation program. The Georgia Department of 

Public Health offers the Ready to Quit program that includes counseling services, 

community resource referrals, nicotine replacement therapies, and is open 24 

hours per day, seven days per week (including holidays). Call (877) 270-STOP 

(7867) for more information.

Let’s all do our part in making our community a healthy one and strike out stroke!

Always,

Denise Ray 

President and Chief Executive Officer 
Piedmont Mountainside Hospital

 

Please share your garden shots with Smoke Signals readers each month. Send your photos to: 
editor@smokesignalsnews.com with a brief description of what's in the photo.

In Memoriam

Michael ‘Mike’ 
Francis Carrig

June 1, 1944 –May 10, 2022

M
ichael ‘Mike’ Francis Car-
rig, died Tuesday, May 10.
 Born June 1, 1944 in 
Hampton Roads, Virgin-

iaa., he grew up in Trenton, N J where 
he attended Notre Dame High School, 
playing football, and participating in 
school plays. Most notable was his 
performance in the lead role of “The 
Merry Widow,” sparking a life-long love 
of Gilbert & Sullivan comedic opera. In 
the summers he worked as a lifeguard 
at Ship-Bottom and Surf City Beaches 
on Long Beach Island, New Jersey and 
earned his pilot license at 16. 
 Carrig graduated from The College 
Of New Jersey in 1967 with a Bachelor 
of Arts degree in History. After grad-
uation, he joined the Navy where he 
distinguished himself in the Aviation 
Officer Candidate Program, graduating 
at the top of his class in 1971.
 He loved his career in the Navy. 
The Navy should have used him for all 
their recruiting campaigns. Throughout 
his career he was based at Rota Na-

val Base, Spain, Washington D.C., and 
Moffett Field in California. After Officer 
School and Flight Training, Carrig 
worked in various specialties, including 
P-3 Squad Leader, P-3 Instructor Pilot, 
Flag Chief Pilot West-Pac, and Aid to 
the Admiral. His call sign was “Sticks” 
since in addition to his flight bag, he 
carried his golf clubs on all his missions. 
 During his station in Washing-
ton, D.C. he met Linda Peer. She was 
a sophisticated United Airlines flight 
attendant; he was a hotshot Navy pilot. 
It was love at first sight. They married 
in February 1978.
 After 20 years in the Navy, Carrig 
retired in 1988 as a Lieutenant Com-
mander. As soon as Delta Air Lines 
heard he was now a free agent, they 
snapped him up to fly the MD-88  and 
he and the Mad Dog were a match made 
in heaven. In 2004 Carrig retired from 
Delta. On his final flight the Atlanta Air-
port celebrated his career with a water 
cannon salute. 
 Enjoying his retirement, the Car-
rigs moved to Big Canoe where they 
relished the mountain living. He was an 
active figure in the community: playing 
tennis, volunteering with the Big Canoe 
Fire Department, singing in the Big 
Canoe Chapel choir, and perfecting his 
golf game. Big Canoers all remember his 
2017 member-guest golf tournament win 
and his incredible 18th hole chip—hailed 
as “The Shot”—to win. 
 He was loved by all who knew him 
and was the life and soul of the party, 
never missing an opportunity to sing a 
tune, tell a joke, and delight his friends. 
We will miss him dearly and hold his 
memory close in our hearts.
 He is survived by his wife, Linda 
M. Carrig; daughter and son-in-law, 
Elizabeth and John Peterson; son, Ste-
phen M. Carrig; six brothers and four 
sisters-in-law, Philip Carrig of Montara, 
Calif., Dennis and Jan Carrig of East 
Stroudsburg, Pa., Kevin and Nancy 
Carrig of Richmond, Va., Thomas and 
Donna Carrig of Sunnyvale, Calif., John 
and Janet Carrig of Houston, Tex. and 
Christopher Carrig of Bristol, Vt.; sister, 
Mary Margaret Carrig of Delaware Wa-
ter Gap, Pa.; and numerous nieces and 
nephews. 
 Interment will be in St. Mary’s 
Cemetery, Hamilton, New Jersey.
 In lieu of flowers, please consider a 
donation to the Big Canoe Fire Depart-
ment.

D
id you know there is a vibrant 
group of believers right outside 
the gates of Big Canoe who are 
active in this community and ea-

ger to welcome new guests?  The mission 
of the church is: Shining the light of Christ, 
for the glory of God, by the power of the 
Spirit. Trinity partners with a local elemen-
tary school and several local ministries to 
serve kids, teens and adults.
 Beginning May 29, Worship services 
at Trinity will take place each Sunday at 10 
a.m. at 2685 Steve Tate Hwy. In addition to 
the uplifting music each week, the summer 
sermon series called “Upside Down King-
dom” will focus on the counter-cultural 

teachings of Jesus.
 The summer schedule includes special 
events like Youth Camp (June 3-7), SERVE 
Sunday (June 12), Father’s Day (June 19), 
Dinner on the Grounds (June 26), Outdoor 
Praise and Worship (July 10), and a Family 
Game Night in August.
 If you would like to know more about 
the ministry of Trinity Church, please visit 
the website at www.TrinityChurchMH.org 
or call the church office at 770-893-2682.  
Trinity is also looking to hire a part-time 
Music Director, so if you are interested 
or know someone who is, please email 
SearchCommittee@TrinityChurchMH.org.

Submitted by Trinity Church

Trinity Church summer schedule
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C
hristian Brothers Automotive 
announced May 11 it will partner 
with American Legion Thomas 
M. Brady Post 45, parent company 

of Cherokee County Homeless Veterans 
Program (CCHVP), to expand the shop’s 
already existing veteran vehicle donation 
program and provide further offerings to 
Canton-area veterans. 
 The CCHVP works to provide donated 
vehicles to disabled Veterans at the 70% 
VA service-connected disability rating. 
This includes formerly homeless Veterans 
who have demonstrated the need for a 
vehicle to get to and from work and single 
female Veterans with the need to trans-
port their children. Since the start of this 
program in 2018, the CCHVP has donated 
33 vehicles to veterans in need. 
 As the CCHVP program took off, it 
saw the need to expand access to vehicles 
for even more veterans. The program 
was looking to strengthen its offerings by 
adding repair and towing services for do-
nated vehicles through Christian Brothers 
Automotive and Patriot Towing. Through 
these partnerships, CCHVP will expand 
its ability to acquire and repair non-op-
erational vehicles that will be donated, as 

TRAVIS H. McDANIEL

Wildlife Refuge
Adventures

I
f there were annals of interesting and 
unusual “happenings” that took place 
on Noxubee National Wildlife Ref-
uge through the years, I’d have a few 

stories to add to the list. Two of these are 
described in this month’s column. The first 
is about a case that involved some stolen 
refuge timber. The second is about a run-in 
I had with the Winston County, Mississippi 
sheriff. Names have been changed to pro-
tect the guilty.
 I was in the office that day, finishing up 
some reports. It was about time to knock off 
when I heard a refuge pickup slide to a halt 
in the loose gravel of our parking lot. A few 
seconds later Craig Hayes, the refuge for-
ester, burst through the back door, stuck his 
head in my office and excitedly proclaimed, 
“Well we finally caught the old SOB.” 
 “Caught who? What are you talking 
about?”
 “Jim Trusock! We’ve finally got some-
thing on him, and it’s pretty serious—tim-
ber trespass.”
 The previous refuge manager Burt 
Webster was stationed at Noxubee for 
24 years. Many of his problems for most 
of those years involved two particular 
antagonists, both of whom had a propensity 
to violate refuge regulations and wildlife 
laws on a rather regular basis. One of those 
antagonists was the man we had just caught.
 Jim had cut some timber on his in-hold-
ing property where he lived, and he wasn’t 
very careful about where he stopped cutting 
when he got to the very clearly marked 
refuge boundary line. To hide his theft, 
he had cut the stumps at ground level and 
piled pine straw over them in the hope they 
wouldn’t be noticed. Craig and his assistant, 
George Chastain, were pretty sharp, how-
ever, and noticed the more open look at this 
particular spot, which was visible from the 
road.
 At last, we had caught Jim in something 
illegal. He, and certain other neighbors, 
had been violating refuge regulations for 
years, but Burt had never been able to pin 
anything on them.  This was a real coup!
 In talking the case over with our law 
enforcement agent (who was in another 
branch), he recommended we require the 
violator to pay three times the stumpage 
value of the trees cut—as provided for in 
federal regulations. In this case that amount-

The Stolen Timber Case and county sheriff woes

Help for homeless veterans

well as assist with towing those vehicles. 
Patriot Towing will also offer tax-deducted 
services on all vehicle pick-ups through the 
CCHVP program. 
 Christian Brothers Automotive, which 
currently donates roughly 1,000 vehicles a 
year to those in need, will provide pre-in-
spections of all the donated vehicles and 
will work closely with CCHVP to assist 
in locating vehicles to donate. In addition 
to the car donations, Christian Brothers 
Automotive will also provide free services 
and repairs to veterans in need. 
 The Cherokee County Homeless Vet-
eran Program is a 501c19 Veteran nonprofit 
focused on helping homeless veterans in 
Cherokee County with food, limited hous-
ing, clothing, VA disability claims, jobs, 
home of record and other vital support. 
Community members can make donations 
to veterans to assist in the vehicle dona-
tion program or other areas by visiting 
www.cherokeehomelessveterans.com. For 
anyone looking to donate a vehicle, please 
reach out to Jim Lindenmayer, Director 
of CCHVP via email at jlindenmayer80@
gmail.com. 

Submitted by The Cherokee County 
Homeless Veteran Program

ed to a little less than $1,000. In addition 
to that, I also wanted to charge him with 
timber trespass, which was also authorized. 
The agent was against the additional charge 
because if we tacked that on, it would have 
to go to Federal Court. In his opinion, the 
physical evidence was not that strong, since 
we had not actually seen him cut the timber.
 After reluctantly agreeing with the 
agent, he and I went to Jim’s house to con-
front him with the charges--in uniform and 
with our badges and sidearms. He gracious-
ly welcomed us into his modest dwelling. 
We presented him with the charges, and 
told him the amount of money he would 
have to pay.
 We were a bit surprised that Jim did 
not deny the charge, but instead dwelt on 
the fact that he did not have enough money 
to pay the fine. Without consulting with 
me, the agent told him that did not present 
a problem—we could work out a monthly 
payment schedule. I didn’t like him doing 
that, but was forced to back him. The final 
agreement was for Jim to pay the assess-
ment off in six equal payments, due the first 
of each month, and paid at our office.
 I usually tried to be out of the office 
when it was Jim’s day to come by and give 
us his money order payment, but one month 
I didn’t make it. I heard him at the front 
desk making his payment to our administra-

tive assistant, K.W. Tennyson. He had been 
drinking and was higher than a Georgia 
pine—which was not all that unusual. He 
seemed to be in a good mood too, because 
he was a little more talkative than usual.
 Not wanting to be rude to a refuge 
neighbor—even if he was a violator—I 
stepped out of my office to say “hello.” A big 
smile came on his face, and I noticed he was 
a little unsteady as he greeted me. I also got 
a whiff of what he had been into.
 “Good to see you again Mr. McDan-
iel, good to see you. You know I was up 
to Starkville the other day and your name 
come up.”
 “It did?”
 “Sure did. I was talking to one of my 
friends and he asked me, had I met the new 
manager yet.” Swaying a little, and poking 
out his chest in obvious pride, he looked at 
K.W. and me and said, “Met him?  Hell, him 
and the marshal’s been in my house!”

Epilogue
 This first little story illustrates some-
thing I found to be true on the more rural 
refuges I managed in my career. Many of 
the locals living near an isolated refuge 
would violate game laws and refuge regula-
tions. Not all of them, of course, but many 
would. I think it had something to do with 
the remoteness of an area, and that unreg-
ulated hunting was often a part of their 
upbringing. To them it was a game—noth-
ing personal. Sometimes they would win, 
and sometimes we would. Either way, most 
of them took it in stride and not personally. 
In Jim’s own unusual way, he respected us 
but that didn’t keep him from doing what he 
was going to do.  
 And the fact that by the time of the 
event I had been the manager of Noxubee 
for several years, all the locals still referred 
to me as the “new manager” That’s just the 
way things were. 

County sheriff woes
 In last month’s column I discussed the 

problems we had with hunting dogs loose 
and illegally running on the wildlife refuge 
during our still hunts for deer. On our deer 
hunt the following year after the “Shaky 
episode,” we had another “never to be forgot-
ten” episode involving an impounded dog.
 As per our procedures, the refuge 
employee who caught the dog put him in 
our pen for safe keeping until the owner 
paid the impoundment fee. After getting the 
name and telephone number off the dog’s 
collar, the employee called the owner that 
night and advised him we had his dog and 
he could pick him up the next day by paying 
a modest impoundment fee. The owner 
became mad as a wet hen, ask for the man-
ager’s telephone number, and immediately 
called me.      
 When I confirmed what my assistant 
had told him, he really blew his stack. He 
told me he was the sheriff of Winston 
County and was not going to put up with 
any such rules and procedures I had for 
impounded animals. He also said he was 
calling his congressman and he would get 
our procedures changed or me replaced—
one or the other. After several months of 
trying, his ploy had gotten him nowhere. 
My regional office supervisor backed me, 
and the congressman dropped his involve-
ment after one letter to my regional office.   
 The sheriff had one last card to play, 
and he played it.  He called me on the tele-
phone one night and told me he had better 
not ever run across me in Winston County 
or I would be sorry. He was a classic potbel-
lied Southern sheriff, the kind you often see 
in movies. I never doubted for a minute he 
was capable of killing me, if circumstances 
were such that he thought he could get 
away with it. In my view he was of that ilk.  
 Noxubee Wildlife Refuge was 40,000 
acres in size, and parts of it were in three 
different counties including Winston. This 
meant that from time to time my duties 
require me to n Continued on next page

Refuge Manager Travis McDaniel standing 
by one of the first new style entrance signs 
erected during his tenure.

A nice string of crappie caught in the refuge’s 
Bluff Lake. Local Game Warden, Johnnie 
Mack Dawkins is in the middle.

Noxubee was fortunate enough to still have 
some contractors that worked their timber 
harvest operation with mules instead of 
mechanical skidders. Mules were much 
gentler on the land than skidders, especially 
after heavy rains.

Refuge Manager Travis McDaniel (right) and a Mississippi State Univerersity wildlife 
professor (left) prior to boarding a bubble canopy helicopter for an assessment of flood 
damage done to Noxubee refuge by very heavy rains in the spring of 1975.

Refuge crew group picture prior to K.W. 
Tenneson’s (far right,f irst row) retirement 
as clerk, and replacement with a very 
qualified female secretary.

MSPHOTOGRAPHIC / SHUTTERSTOCK.COM
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MEG ROONEY, REALTOR®

C: (678) 471-0402 | O: (770) 893-2400
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HarryNormanBC.com
200 Foothills Parkway | Marble Hill, GA 30148

Maximizing Your Profit in the 
Minimum Number of Days

Serving My Clients Both Inside and Outside the Gates

404 Candler Lane 

$369,900

SOLD IN 3 DAYS AT 
111% OF LIST PRICE SOLDSOLD

208 Trout Lily Trace

$510,000

SOLD SOLD SOLD
8159 Blackgum Court

$5,000
149 Sunset Court

$225,000

SOLD

364 Hickory Nut Drive

$260,000

251 Valley View Drive

$285,000

66 Jack Walker Road

$289,000

SOLD SOLD SOLD SOLD

SOLD SOLD SOLD SOLD

3028 Steve Tate Hwy

$290,000

585 Mulberry Park Circle

$501,000
2512 Floral Valley Drive

$836,000

50 Sweetgum Circle

$399,000
241 Lady Slipper

$404,000

4157 Ridgecrest Trail

$435,000

1374 Talking Rock Falls

$442,803
29 Bradley Road

$442,900

100 Matthews Road

$964,000

SOLD
5511 Red Fox Drive

$195,000

JUST LISTED
330 Red Coat Pass

$475,000

825 Castilla Way, Winder, GA

$340,000

SOLD
276 Thimbleberry Drive

$407,000

SOLD IN 4 DAYS AT 
111% OF LIST PRICE

SOLD IN 4 DAYS AT 
108% OF LIST PRICE

J
ameson Gregg, Dawsonville resident and 
Smoke Signals contributor, won the Gold 
Medal in the humor category at the 34th An-
nual Independent Books Publishers Associa-

tion (IBPA) Benjamin Franklin Award ceremony 
for his second book, “Uncorked & Off the Chain: 
Offbeat Ramblings of a Zany Comic.” Winners 
were honored during an awards banquet held in 
Orlando on April 30. 
 Jameson practiced law in Georgia’s Golden 
Isles for 20 years before hanging up his wingtips 
to write humor and moving to North Georgia. 
He is a graduate of Glynn Academy High School, 
The University of Mississippi, and Mississippi 
College School of Law.
 Kirkus Reviews described “Uncorked & 
Off the Chain” as “an unrestrained grab bag of 
rapid-fire observations … hilarious.” Uncorked 
humor and satire with chops and attitude 
through 175 short, stand-alone essays including 
zany cutting-edge opinion, observational wit, 
and tales from the wild side. 
 Gregg’s debut book, “Luck Be A Chicken: a 
comic novel,” won for him 2015 Georgia Author 
of the Year. His short story won the Georgia Bar 
Journal’s 2018 Annual Fiction Writing Compe-
tition. The Georgia Bar consists of over 47,000 
members and this was the first time a humorous 

tale won in the 27 years of the competition. Win-
ner of numerous other writing awards, his works 
have appeared in literary anthologies, magazines, 
and newspapers. 
 The Independent Books Publishers Associ-
ation nationally leads and serves over 4100 mem-
bers as the largest publishing trade association in 
the U.S.
 The Benjamin Franklin Award recognizes 
the “best of the best” nationwide and is one of 
the highest and most respected independent 
book publishing awards in the U.S. This year, 
1900 books entered various categories. 
 “I’m very honored to have won this coveted 
national award,” Gregg said. “We can all use 
more humor and I’m doing my part to bust the 
laughter drought.”
 “Uncorked & Off the Chain” and “Luck Be 
A Chicken” are available at select bookstores, 
including Foothills IGA Market. ($9.99 for 
Uncorked and $14.99 for Luck) Print copies and 
eBooks are available online on Amazon and 
Barnes & Noble.

Smoke Signals contributor wins 
34th annual IBPA Benjamin Franklin Award

Maureen and Jameson Gregg at the award ceremony. PHOTO COURTESY OF JAMESON GREGG 

BY JON MARKEY
jmarkey@smokesignalsnews.com 

T
he regular meeting of the Pick-
ens Board of Commissioners on 
Thursday, May 19 opened with 
recognition of Zachary Licona 

and Zachary Robinson, two employees of 
the Pickens Fire Department who on their 
own time each completed 1200 hours of 
required training to become certified as 
paramedics. They were congratulated and 
received letters of commendation from 
Tim Prather, the fire chief. 
 Zachary Robinson was also cited for 
responding successfully to callouts for 
two heart attacks in his first three weeks 
after being certified.
 New business included the authori-
zation for Chairman Kris Stancil to sign 
a new service agreement for commercial 
building inspections that provides for a 
billing rate of $95/hour (same as the old 
rate).
 The Pickens Board of Elections has 

four members, two from each party. Bar-
bara Balducci, one of the two democratic 
members announced that she is moving 
out of the county in June necessitating 
the nomination of a replacement. Teresa 
Franzen was nominated and accepted.
 Jesse and Amanda Hollifield filed a 
request to the commission to have their 
33.9-acre property on Grandview Road 
de-annexed from Jasper; that request was 
approved by the board.
 In other county business:
 • The Department of Public Health 
reported four new positive COVID tests 
within the staff. 
 • Henderson Mountain Road closure 
was postponed until after school closes to 
minimize disruption to regular travel. 
 • Pickens Animal Shelter reported 
a much higher number of animals being 
surrendered compared to 2021, to the 
point where capacity is being strained.
 • County revenues YTD are ahead of 
2021 while expenses are meeting budget.
 Both meetings were headed by chair-

man Kristopher Stancil with Jerry Barnes 
(west commissioner), Jerry Landrum 
(county attorney) and Lesa Thomason 
(county clerk) present, Becky Denny (east 
commissioner) was not present.
 Anyone seeking to find additional 
information regarding the board of com-
missioners and the associated meetings 
should log on to pickenscountyga.gov, 
select the tab government followed by the 
tab for Board of Commissioners Meetings 
and Agendas. The board meets on the 
first and third Thursdays of the month 
in suite 168 at the county administration 
building at 1266 East Church Street in 
Jasper.
 In other news, the city of Jasper an-
nounced the appointment of Mike Davis 
as new Assistant Chief of Police. Davis 
has 21 years of experience in law enforce-
ment as well as being an investigator; 
most recently he served as an instructor 
with the Georgia Public Safety Training 
Center. Davis will be sworn in on Mon-
day, June 6.

Pickens BOC honors two fire department 
employees for paramedic certification

“We can all use more humor 
and I’m doing my part to bust 

the laughter drought.”

be in the Winston County portion of the 
refuge, which was all timberland, and I was 
not about to shirk whatever those duties 
might be. From that moment on, I carried 
my loaded service revolver under the seat 
in my pickup truck, and when I was in Win-
ston County I was always on the lookout for 
his vehicle.
 I’ll never forget that hot summer day 
a few months later when I was alone in 
Winston County checking on something or 
other. It was mid-afternoon and I thought a 
Coke would go good about this time. I knew 
there was a small rural general store/service 
station just up the road off refuge property. 
I pulled my pickup into an area where two 
or three others cars were parked, got out 
and headed for the store entrance. I glanced 
at one of the vehicles as I passed and there 
painted on the door were the bold letters, 
“Winston County Polic” I swallowed hard, 
backtracked to my government pickup, 
reached under the seat for my service re-
volver, put it on the seat, exited the parking 
lot and headed back towards headquarters.
 For the remaining years I was manager 
at Noxubee, I never encountered the sheriff 
again That suited me just fine, and as I sus-
pect, suited him just fine too.

n Continued from previous page
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24 Hour Service and Same Day Repairs | Residential and Commercial Maintenance Agreement | 100% Satisfaction Guarantee!

JUMP INTO OUR DEALS 
TO KEEP COOL AND 

COMFORTABLE ALL SUMMER

Lennox Industries and Premier Indoor 
are teaming up to donate HVAC equipment, 

installation materials and time to 
hundreds of people.

For more details on the Feel The Love program,
or to nominate someone you know, visit FEELTHELOVE.COM

Premier Indoor Comfort Systems • 770-824-9494
Must present coupon. See dealer for more information. 

May not be combined with other offers. Offer expires 06-30-22

P R E M I E R  C O U P O N

HOMEOWNER’S RECEIVE UP TO

$1000*

OR low monthly payment financing when they purchase qualifying 
Lennox® items between Jan 10, 2022 and June 4, 2022

Premier Indoor Comfort Systems • 770-824-9494
Must present coupon. See dealer for more information. 

May not be combined with other offers. Offer expires 06-30-22

P R E M I E R  C O U P O N

FREE SERVICE CALL 
with repairs for 1st time customers.

$89 VALUE

P R E M I E R  C O U P O N

CLEAN AIR MONITORING SYSTEM

REG $884, ON SALE NOW 

$789
View a report of the air quality in your home real-time
 Tracks particles, airborne chemicals, relative humidity 

and airflow status. All in one easy to use app

PREMIER INDOOR COMFORT SYSTEMS
P R E M I E R  C O U P O N

www.premierindoor.com
770-824-9494

HEATINGHEATING | COOLINGCOOLING | INDOOR AIR QUALITYINDOOR AIR QUALITY

ASK ABOUT 
OUR 

2-VISIT 
MAINTENANCE 

AGREEMENT 
& SAVE

*Rebate offer is valid only with the purchase of qualifying Lennox® products. **Service offer applies to new customers only. ***See dealer for details and visit www.energystar.gov for more information on the credit guidelines 
and list of qualifying heating and cooling equipment. ©2009 Lennox Industries Inc. See your participating Lennox® dealer for details. Lennox® dealers include independently owned and operated businesses.

Premier Indoor Comfort Systems • 770-824-9494
Must present coupon. See dealer for more information. 

May not be combined with other offers. Offer expires 06-30-22
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Watch the informational videos on our website to learn more.

Cleaning for Health!
We wash and sanitize rugs.

Clean carpet/upholstery/hardwoods. Even clean patio furniture.

We are open and ready to help out with all your cleaning needs. 

Carpet repairs • Protectant for all of  your fine textiles

706-489-8355
www.bearcreekrugcare.com

NOW SELLING RUG PADS! - CUSTOM CUT. SPILL PROOF.

Members of Pickens County Veterans Memorial Park (PCVMP) recently had 
an opportunity to recognize Todd Payne, president/CEO Amicalola Electric 
Membership Corporation for the company’s recent donation of $20,000 for 
Phase II for the Veterans Memorial Park. Pictured (l. to r.) are Larry Brown, Ron 
Wheeler, Frank Leist, and Todd Payne, president/CEO. Photo courtesy of Pickens 
County Veterans Memorial Park.

P
iedmont Mountainside Hospital received 
an “A” Leapfrog Hospital Safety Grade for 
spring 2022 on May 10. This national dis-
tinction recognizes Piedmont Mountain-

side’s achievements in protecting patients from 
preventable harm and error in the hospital. 
 “Patient safety and quality are paramount to 
the care of patients at Piedmont Mountainside,” 
said Denise Ray, president and CEO, Piedmont 
Mountainside. “This recognition by Leapfrog 
confirms the commitment to safety and dedica-
tion of our healthcare professionals and is the 14th 
consecutive “A” grade received by our hospital.”
 The Leapfrog Group, an independent nation-
al watchdog organization, assigns an “A,” “B,” “C,” 
“D,” or “F” grade to general hospitals across the 
country based on over 30 national performance 
measures reflecting errors, accidents, injuries and 
infections, as well as systems hospitals have in 
place to prevent harm. 
 The Leapfrog Hospital Safety Grade is the 
only hospital ratings program based exclusively 

on hospital prevention of medical errors and 
harm to patients. The grading system is peer-re-
viewed, fully transparent and free to the public. 
Grades are updated twice annually, in the fall and 
spring.
 “As our health care system continues to feel 
the strain of the pandemic, I thank the workforce 
and leadership of Piedmont Mountainside for 
sustained commitment to patient safety, day in 
and day out,” said Leah Binder, president and 
CEO of The Leapfrog Group. “An ‘A’ Safety Grade 
is an outstanding achievement, and one that is not 
possible without a 24/7 effort by the entire health 
care workforce to protect patients from harm. 
This community should be proud.”
 To see Piedmont Mountainside’s full grade 
details and to access patient tips for staying safe 
in the hospital, visit HospitalSafetyGrade.org and 
follow The Leapfrog Group on Twitter, Facebook, 
and via its newsletter.

Submitted by Piedmont Mountainside

BY ALLEN HAHN

T
he May 5 Dawson County Board 
of Commissioners working and 
voting sessions included a pre-
sentation of health insurance op-

tions for the coming fiscal year, an update 
from the Dawson County Development 
Authority and grant requests. 
 Human Resource Director Kristi Fin-
ley and NFP Assistant Vice President Todd 
Hooper presented the renewal options for 
the county’s medical, dental and vision 
insurance for fiscal year 2022-2023. The 
NFP representative explained the basis 
for increases in premium and compared 
claims for various years beginning in 2017 
when claims totaled $2,500,000 of which 
$998,000 was for drugs. Fiscal year 2021 
had claims of $4,165,000 with drug claims 
of $1,293,000. This fiscal year the cost 
through January was $2,038,465 of which 
$945,000 was drugs. Eighteen individuals 
in the county workforce cost $1,100,000. 
As a result, the importance of wellness 
programs was discussed. 
 Cigna, the current county provider, re-
quested a 7.5 percent increase in premium 
to $4,103,000. The county is waiting for a 
final bid from Humana.  

 County Manager David Headley pre-
sented a plan to widen and realign Elliott 
Road. As part of the county’s effort an 
open forum was held on March 15 with the 
owners of 35 parcels affected by the plan. 
Only two owners responded, one negative-
ly, so the county decided to just overlay 
the existing pavement with pull offs and 
shoulders where needed and allowable.  
 Sheriff Jeff Johnson presented a 
request to apply for a U.S. Department 
of Justice Community Oriented Policing 
(COPS) Grant where the federal govern-
ment provides 75 percent of the funding for 
four positions for a three-year period. The 
deadline for the application is June 1. The 
request was approved by a 4-0 vote.
 Emergency Services Director Danny 
Thompson presented a request to accept 
a fiscal year 2022 Georgia EMS Trauma 
Equipment grant. This is a recurring April 
item for $5,089.40. The request was ap-
proved with a 4-0 vote.
 Senior Service Director Dawn Johnson 
presented a request for 2023 capital funds 
for a Georgia Department of Transporta-
tion (GDOT) bus lease. When a bus reach-
es five years old and 150,000 miles the 
county is eligible for replacement whereby 
the state provides 90 percent funding with 

county responsible for 10 percent of the 
cost. In addition, the director presented 
the 2023 Legacy Link contract for Nutri-
tion Program Services, an annual contract 
that calls for $185,128 from the federal 
government and $367,382 from the county. 
The contract provides senior services such 
as meals on wheels, transportation. 
 Also discussed/approved at the work/
voting sessions:
 • Annual approval of the reinstate-
ment of the 401(a) Retirement Plan
 • Request for the write off of out-
standing ambulance accounts totaling 
$495,000 from FY 2014-2017. This rep-
resents the amount remaining after years 
of collection efforts. This request was 
approved.
 • Presentation of a short-term rental 
ordinance amendment was discussed with 
a request for additional information. 
 • ACCG Marketing and Field Services 
Representative Joe Dan Thompson pre-
sented a check for $61,742 as a return on 
their Workers Compensation. The county 
has received $1,038,734 since the inception 
of the program in 1982.
 Parks and Recreation Director Matt 
Payne presented the War Hill Park Master 
Plan and Environmental Assessment. The 

park is under lease from the Corps of En-
gineers through 2033. The lease stipulates 
that an annual master plan be submit-
ted with an environmental assessment. 
SPLOST 7 provided funds for improve-
ment to the park. The cost of the required 
update is $124,230, which may have to 
come from general funds. 
 Brian Trapnell, chairman of the De-
velopment Authority of Dawson Coun-
ty, presented a quarterly update of the 
county. Some highlights consisted of the 
low unemployment rate of 2.6 percent and 
average weekly wage of $750. The highest 
wages are found in the medical field and 
the lowest in the food service/retail. Trap-
nell provided information about workforce 
development and their current programs. 
The Peaks of Dawson, which is under 
construction, was mentioned as providing 
affordable housing. The American Rescue 
plan for $1,332,621 provides for broad-
band infrastructure with matching funds 
($675,600) from ETC Communications 
with no cost to the county. A $25 million 
county bond resulted in Kroger investing 
$33 million and generating 166 jobs. 
 Kevin Herrit was hired as the director 
of Economic Development for the Cham-
ber of Commerce.

Dawson County Commissioners May 5 meeting covers 
insurance options, development update, grant requests

Piedmont Mountainside nationally recognized 
with Leapfrog hospital ‘A’ safety grade

PHOTO COURTESY PIEDMONT MOUNTAINSIDE HOSPITAL
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Books

BOOK REVIEW

BOOK REVIEW

A job for superhumans

And now, for something a little different

BOOK REVIEW

Thinking outside the bot

BY MIKE TELFER 

H
istorian Dominic Lieven’s new 
book “In the Shadow of the 
Gods: The Emperor in World 
History” is, as its title suggests, 

about the great crowd of emperors who’ve 
walked across the pages of history for the 
last seven thousand years or so (Lieven 
studied one of them in his excellent book 
about Napoleon Bonaparte). Lieven seeks 
to shed light on any commonalities that 
might unite these emperors even across 
cultures and millennia.
 It’s an odd job, being an emperor. 
You’re less than a pope or a god but more 
than an ordinary monarch, since mon-
archs can number among your subjects. 
It’s a title and a historical role that people 
instinctively feel they already understand 
(there’s an emperor in “Star Wars,” for 
Pete’s sake), and Lieven knows he’s thus 
working against a certain amount of 

inertia. “Probably readers will come to the 
book believing that they know what an 
emperor is,” he acknowledges. “No illusion 
could be more fatal.” 
 In order to dispel that illusion, he 
embarks on an amazingly broad intellectu-
al look at the various emperors in human 
history from the famous figures at the 
height of ancient Rome and China’s Han 
and Tang Dynasties to the Mongols and 
the Christian emperors of the West in the 
Middle Ages to the Islamic caliphate, the 
Habsburgs, the Ottomans, and the Roma-
novs of the early modern era. 
 It’s an incredibly wide ambit, and 
the most impressive thing about “In the 
Shadow of the Gods” is the fact that Lieven 
actually seems to do justice to his cast of 
thousands. And he manages to turn the 
whole of that procession into uniform-
ly gripping reading—mainly by always 
remembering one of the key elements in 
the story, which he also describes as one 

BY T. LOPRESTI

I
n his new book “Rewired: Protect-
ing Your Brain in the Digital Age,” 
Massachusetts General Hospital 
psychiatrist Carl Marci zeroes in on 

the problems and potentials associated 
with the not-at-all-coincidental fact that 
one of the primary instincts of human 
beings—to talk about their experienc-
es and share their stories—is also the 
organizing principle and foundational 
mission of all social media. Sites like 
Instagram, Facebook, and Twitter not 
only capitalize on this primal urge for 
humans to share their stories—they also 
ruthlessly capitalize on it, every hour of 
every day. 
 In many ways, this conflux sits at 
the heart of Marci’s book. He presents 
a great deal of research into how social 
media platforms trade in dark human 
passions like envy and knee-jerk rage, 
and he goes into great detail on the ways 
these apps have been created and even 
weaponized to traffic in the neurochemi-
cal dopamine, which rewards short-term 
gratifications and is intensely addictive 
in some people. 
 This becomes all the more im-
portant when readers recall the sheer 
enormity of the issue involved. As 
Marci points out, Facebook users share 

billions of pieces of 
content every day; 
YouTubers upload 
millions of hours 
of content every 
day, Instagram 
posters upload 
tens of millions 
of photos every 
day, and Twitter 
sees 400 million 
new tweets every 
day. All of these 
things are shared 
and re-shared and 
commented on and 
upvoted, all in an 

endless cycle of people sharing, pos-
ing, posturing, lying, and pleading with 
hundreds of thousands of total strangers 
(and who knows how many automated 
bots). It’s an absolute deluge of interac-
tivity, far, far more than humans evolved 
to deal with.
 “Our need to connect has combined 
with the availability of high-speed, 
always-on devices to produce a social 
media explosion that dramatically shifts 
the ways we interact with each other,” 
Marci writes. “Research shows that near-
ly 40 percent of everyday speech is used 
to relay information about our intimate 
experiences 

S
ome crime fiction simply can’t be put into a 
category. The protagonists in the book series 
discussed here owe a debt to Arthur Conan 
Doyle’s Sherlock Holmes and Edgar Allan 

Poe’s C. Auguste Dupin in their devotion to the process of what Poe calls “ratiocination” 
in solving crimes. But, unlike those two worthies, they have to answer to the Home Office 
or Police Commissioner or some other governmental entity. And even when their areas of 
expertise or scholarly interest help crack a case, they are still viewed with resentment by 
their co-workers.   
 You wouldn’t think that would be the case with an investigative unit expressly cre-
ated to handle crimes that are outside the norm and, if made known, would “upset public 
morale.” But Arthur Bryant and John May, the detectives who head up the Peculiar Crimes 
Unit in London, are constantly battling to keep it from being fiscally marginalized or dis-
solved altogether.
 In the third of Chris Fowler’s eighteen-book series, “Full Dark House,” Bryant and 
May’s relationship and the history of the PCU are recounted through flashbacks after an 
explosion has destroyed the unit’s building and, apparently, Arthur Bryant. May finds 
evidence linking the blast to the duo’s first case, which took place during the 1940 London 
Blitz at the famous Palace Theater. A series of gruesome murders happened during the 
run of the scandalous play, “Orpheus in the Underworld.” Bryant succeeds in solving the 
murders using his vast knowledge of history and the arts—he started reading Plato and 
Aristotle by age seven—and his connections to clairvoyants, spiritualists, and a coven of 
very helpful witches. But it’s the skeptical, practical May who keeps him focused enough in 
both the past and the present to put the case to rest in the end.
 I found the book to be both charming and frustrating. It was like reading a novel on 
which Lewis Carroll and Charles Dickens had collaborated. The abrupt switches in time 
disrupted the narrative flow and made it confusing and overly long. But the sly British 
humor, a veritable treasure trove of fascinating trivia, and the chance to feel as if I had 
a front-row seat during the siege of London kept me reading. I then tried “The Victoria 
Vanishes,” which recounts Bryant and May’s investigation of several middle-aged women 
murdered in London pubs. One of the pubs, however, which Bryant insists he saw, had 
been demolished decades earlier. It’s an entertaining read, with a government conspiracy, 
a crazed serial killer, and a mystery involving where Bryant might have lost an urn filled 
with the PCU’s coroner’s ashes.  
 In Joseph Schneider’s series, Tully Jarsdel—named for Marcus Tullius Cicero by his 
two professor-fathers—is a member of a unique squad, Hollywood Homicide 2. It was 

created by LAPD Deputy Police Chief Cynthia 
Comsky to target police recruits with the highest 
entrance exam scores and “specialized education,” 
then fast-track them to detective status. Tully, disil-
lusioned with the academic world as he was writing 
his dissertation for a Ph.D. in History, had decided to 
switch careers and applied to the LAPD. His partner, 
veteran detective Oscar Morales, calls him “Ency-
clopedia Jones” because of Tully’s habit of reciting 
historical facts about everything from Roman and 
Greek times to Los Angeles’ storied past. And his 
boss, Lt. Bruce Gavin, is looking for any excuse to 
have the squad become history itself.
       In the first book, “Some Day You’ll Burn,” 

Morales insists that Tully take the lead on a case involving a “cooked” corpse dumped in 
front of a sacred Hindu statue at the entrance to Thailand Plaza. The dialogue and self-dep-
recating humor drive the narrative, which involves local politics, cinema history, a grim 
museum, and a deliciously sinister villain. The reader is also treated to the everyday perils 
of driving in Los Angeles.
 Book two, “What Waits for You,” is truly scary. A serial killer dubbed the Eastside 
Creeper is slaughtering couples as they sleep. Schneider knows how to ratchet up the 
dread. Asked to describe the Creeper, a uniformed cop almost killed by him at a crime 
scene says: “…I believe in God, but I’ve never seen him… Don’t believe in [the] Devil, but 
I’ve seen him.’ Meanwhile, a beautiful behavioral psychologist is trying to get the city to 
buy her ideas for designing buildings and common areas that will deter crime, and she 
doesn’t care how she does it. It’s a real thriller, with two twists at the end that only Tully 
sees coming.
 “The Darkest Game” is next. While investigating the murder of a museum curator, 
Tully and Morales encounter tales of the California gold rush, a group of pirates on Santa 
Catalina Island, and a treasure map. Tully also meets his match in one of the suspects, an 
erudite developer who’s as well-read as he is.
 Jussi Adler-Olsen’s Department Q series features Carl Morck, a Danish homicide de-
tective in charge of a cold case unit that focuses on crimes that still attract media attention. 
Morck, who has PTSD from an attack that left him injured, his partner a paraplegic, and an-
other colleague dead, just wants to let the clock run out until his early retirement. But his 
ability to analyze a case and quickly see pieces of the puzzle others have overlooked make 
Carl a significant asset to the police force, despite his irreverent, curmudgeonly attitude.  

       In the first book, “The Keeper of Lost Causes,” Carl investigates a 
beautiful female politician’s disappearance five years earlier. His new 
assistant, Assad, a Middle Eastern refugee with surprising, unsettling 
talents, provides back-up. In subsequent books, they’re joined by Rose, 
a sort of bi-polar Miss Moneypenny, and the button-downed Gordon, 
who is soon on board with Department Q’s unorthodox methods. 
Together, they uncover dark secrets beneath the elegant, sunny façade 
of Copenhagen. I’ve read eight of the books and have pre-ordered the 
ninth, which I can’t wait to read.Trisha Donovan.

of the most 
banal elements: 
emperors were 
human beings. 
“The child is 
vulnerable, the 
young man 
seeks to assert 
himself, the 
older one can 
gain a measure 
of wisdom from 
his experience, 
old people lose 
physical and 
mental endur-
ance.” 
       This simple 
grounding 

keeps his array of portraits unfailingly 
interesting. Lieven is always active in 
these pages, not only presenting cap-
sule accounts of the many emperors he 
investigates but also objectively assess-
ing their shortcomings. About the Qin 
emperor Ying Zeng, the “First Emperor” 
who ascended to the throne as a teenager, 
for instance, Lieven writes: “Hubris was 
quickly followed by nemesis. The First 

Emperor had proclaimed that his dynasty 
would survive for generations beyond 
count. In fact, it collapsed just two years 
after his death in 201 BCE.”
 In fact, the evaluative strand running 
throughout “In the Shadow of the Gods” is 
often its most invigoratingly thought-pro-
voking. Lieven isn’t only chronicling the 
men and women who’ve taken on this 
almost superhuman role throughout the 
ages; he’s also consistently analyzing the 
role itself, seeking to understand it’s dy-
namics. “For emperors, leadership usually 
came in many guises,” he writes. “To vary-
ing degrees and in different combinations 
emperors could be sacred symbols – war-
rior kings, political leaders, chief executive 
officers of the government machine, heads 
of a family, and impresarios directing the 
many elements of ‘soft power’ essential to 
any regime’s survival.” 
 This masterful book is at least as 
much about that “soft power” as it is 
about men and women leading armies 
and re-drawing borders. Lieven is right: 
readers who come to this book thinking 
they already know what emperors are and 
what they do will leave it with their view 
immeasurably complicated—and enriched.

‘In the Shadow of the 
Gods: The Emperor 
in World History,’ by 
Dominic Lieven, Viking, 
2022, 608 pgs., $40.

BOOK REVIEW

Divorce technology 
BY JULIA TENNEY 

F
or the purposes of convenience, 
we can start by agreeing that the 
late Steve Jobs was a visionary 
innovator in the world of tech (the 

real picture is considerably more nuanced, 
as anybody who’s read Walter Isaacson’s 
terrific biography of the man will know). 
As leader of Apple, he spearheaded a series 
of revolutionary devices—the iPod, the iP-
hone, the iPad—that genuinely did change 
the face of daily life for millions of people. 
 But, to understate and put things gen-
tly, Jobs didn’t act alone. At the founding of 
Apple, he had his partner Steve Wozniak. 
At the dramatic rebirth of Apple, he had 
his creative designer Jony Ive. And, as Wall 
Street Journal reporter Tripp Mickle illus-
trates in his fantastic new book, there were 
still two hands at the rudder even after 
Jobs died in 2011, when the company was 
run by Ive and a man named Tim Cook, 
an aloof number-cruncher less interested 
in technological artistry than in corporate 
domination. 
 Mickle’s book, “After Steve: How 
Apple Became a Trillion-Dollar Company 
and Lost Its Soul,” tells the story of this final 
pairing and their “corporate divorce,” and 
you can tell from the title where Mickle’s 
sympathies lie. Ive is portrayed through-
out the book as an idiosyncratic, soulful 

dreamer, far more 
dedicated to 
shaping tomor-
row’s technology 
than he is to 
maximizing profits 
for shareholders. 
Alternately, Cook 
is portrayed as 
a kind of quirky 
robot who’s far 
more interested 
in things like 
expanding Apple’s 
reach into Chinese 
markets than he is 
in the artistry of 
what his designers 
are cooking up 
in the company’s 

labs. “Cook’s aloofness and unknowability,” 
Mickle writes, “made him an imperfect 
partner for an artist who wanted to bring 
empathy to every product.”
 Mickle has done a large amount of 
legwork and talked to a great many people 
(fewer Cook-friends than Ive-friends, one 
suspects), and the result is a book that 
makes surprisingly involving reading. This 
“corporate divorce” story will keep you 
reading right to the last page – and leave 
you wondering what Apple’s next chapter 
will be.

‘After Steve: How 
Apple Became a 
Trillion-Dollar 
Company and Lost Its 
Soul,’ by Tripp Mickle, 
William Morrow, 
2022, 495 pgs., $29.99.

TRISHA DONOVAN

MURDER,

ETC.

‘Rewired: Protecting 
Your Brain in the 
Digital Age,’ by 
Carl D. Marci, MD, 
Harvard University 
Press, 2022.
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I
t’s not exactly natural to think of 
blizzards in June, but when it comes to 
the US book-publishing, there are bliz-
zards every month of the year. New 

books pile up on the New Releases tables of 
your retail book outlets like snowdrifts—if 
you’re lucky enough to have a retail book 
outlet anywhere nearby; in far too many 
places, they seem to be dropping like flies—
more than any single person could read 
in 10 years, and it happens every month. I 
myself actually try to keep up with all those 
blizzards, and no matter how much I read, 
I get buried in bookish snowdrifts every 
month.
 June is no exception, although June 
usually registers a slight change in tone. 
It’s the beginning of summer, after all, and 
some publishers respond to that by summa-
rizing their June title list, freighting things 
for shorter books, snazzier books, more 
beach-ready books. It doesn’t always hap-
pen—after all, as we’ve discussed before, 
readers do all kinds of reading at all times 
of the year. I’ve known as many people who 
brought “Doctor Zhivago” or “The Lumi-
naries” to the beach or lake house as people 
who brought the latest Cassandra Clare 
or Lee Childs. As an old bookish friend of 
mine used to say, summer speaks to every-
body in a slightly different language—and 
thankfully, those publishing blizzards every 
month feature something for every dialect. 
Here are a few for your consideration:

The first is one of those strange but happy 
little curve balls publishing regularly 
throws at readers. Penguin Classics, the 
premiere reprint line in America, the go-to 
house for things like “Oliver Twist” or 
“Pride and Prejudice,” is adding something 

June Coming Attractions
unexpected to its roster: 
Marvel comics. Three 
new Penguin Classics 
volumes will feature ad-
ventures of Spider-Man, 
Captain America, and 
the Black Panther. The 
books will be available 
both in the normal 

black-spine Penguin paperback and a more 
deluxe edition that’ll probably be snapped 
up by collectors (my guess is that these 
things are going to be intensely collectible), 
and they present some classic issues from 
the back catalogs of these characters, and 
each edition has a refreshingly in-depth 
and non-condescending Introduction. 
Comics fans will already be familiar with 
the contents here – Spider-Man by Stan Lee 
and artist Steve Ditko, Captain America by 
Stan Lee and Cap co-creator Jack Kirby, 
and the Black Panther in an array of issues 
written by Stan Lee and Don McGregor, 
with artwork by Jack Kirby, Rich Buckler, 
and Billy Graham (the artist, that is, not the 
evangelist) – and newcomers might very 
well become new fans.

Established fans will 
likewise flock toThe 
Hotel Nantucket by 
Elin Hilderbrand, one of 
the reigning queens of 
beach-read books, and 
the reason is simple: 
she never disappoints. 
Although that “beach 
read” can be deceptive, 

of course; usually what’s meant by that is 
an involving, well-plotted, well-told story 
full of well-realized characters and usually 
promising a happy ending. God only knows 
when so much of the “literary” world de-
cided that this exact list of features adds up 
to a book that’s bad or dumb or superficial, 
but when it comes to Elin Hilderbrand’s 
books, all that means is that the “literary” 
world doesn’t know what it’s missing. As 
its title implies, “The Hotel Nantucket” 
takes place on the popular Massachusetts 
vacation island of Nantucket, where Lizbet 

Keaton is smarting from a bad breakup 
when she becomes the new manager of the 
title hotel. It was once a showcase, but now 
it’s a run-down (and, incidentally, haunted) 
dump badly in need of a makeover. Lizbet 
has a quirky new staff, a mysterious new 
billionaire boss, and a bunch of decidedly 
odd guests (and we mentioned a ghost?) to 
deal with, and Hilderbrand orchestrates it 
all with the delightful ease of a confident 
pro.

That’s also true of Paul 
Doiron, although in 
a very different way, 
although we’re still 
setting down on an 
island off the Eastern 
seaboard. Hilderbrant’s 
books are usually care-
free, whereas Doiron’s 
ongoing mystery/

thriller series starring Maine game warden 
investigator Mike Bowditch are deliciously 
grim police procedurals. The latest one, 
coming out this month, is Hatchet Island, 
set on the eponymous island off the coast of 
Maine, where Bowditch and his girlfriend 
Stacey Stevens are vacationing and where 
Stacey once interned with the small group 
of biologists there studying endangered 
seabirds. Since Bowditch tends to find 
trouble wherever he goes, readers won’t be 
surprised when gunshots start ringing out 
and people start going missing as soon as 
the two visitors arrive. Doiron writes with 
a clean, muscular energy that’s deceptively 
smart, so that’s one major thing he shares 
with Hilderbrant: his books are very likely 
to turn casual readers into die-hard fans.

As summer finally starts, it’s unlikely 
there’ll be many die-hard fans of mathemat-
ics, the hated stepchild of all high school 
curricula. If you’re headed to the afore-
mentioned beach or lake house, probably 
the last thing you want to bring with you 
of your own free will is a math book. And 
Antonio Padilla, author of the new book 

Fantastic Numbers 
and Where To Find 
Them: A Cosmic Quest 
from Zero to Infin-
ity, certainly knows 
that. He’s a theoretical 
physicist, true, but he’s 
also a YouTuber, so he’s 
learned how to make 
his preoccupations pal-

atable to a general audience. In this book, 
those talents are tested to their limits: he’s 
touring us through nine noteworthy num-
bers—specific numerical tangles known 
well to professional mathematicians—and 
using them to discuss larger issues of phys-
ics and the reality we all share. And believe 
it or not, he succeeds a lot more than he 
doesn’t; this is a math book that’s actually 
engaging.

But even so, it’ll be 
refreshing to get back to 
books that aren’t about 
higher mathematics – 
especially if the books 
are about books. That’s 
the case in The Messy 
Lives of Book People, 
the new June release 
from Phaedra Patrick. 

It’s the story of Liv Green, who’s amazed 
and intimidated when she lands a job as 
the housekeeper/all-purpose assistant to 
famous author Essie Starling, a writer Liv 
has been reading and admiring for years. 
The two form a friendship—tentative at 
first and then increasingly, touchingly re-
al-feeling—and Essie’s dying wish is for Liv, 
of all people, to finish her final novel. This 

becomes thoroughly 
enjoyable transformative 
experience for Liv, and it 
also makes for engross-
ing, enjoyable reading.
       Just the tip of 
the iceberg, the first 
few flurries of June’s 
book-blizzard!STEVE DONOGHUE

BOOK REVIEW

Betrayal waiting to happen
BY TED CHISHOLM

I
t’s difficult for 21st century readers 
to recapture in their imagination 
just what a thunderbolt it seemed 
when, in 1939, Nazi Germany signed 

a non-aggression pact with Stalin’s Soviet 
Union. These two nations had postured 
to the world as territorial rivals and 
ideological polar opposites for years, and 
their sudden-seeming alliance and unified 
assault on Poland not only stunned the 
world but ignited the Second World War.
 Ian Ona Johnson, professor of military 
history at the University of Notre Dame, 
argues in his superb new book “Faustian 
Bargain: The Soviet-German Partnership 
and the Origins of the Second World War” 
that this animosity was for a long time 
only surface-level. In the wake of the First 
World War, the Germans used the Rus-
sians to evade the disarmament require-
ments imposed on them by the Treaty of 
Versailles, Johnson writes, and the Soviets 
“needed technical expertise, financial cap-
ital, and new military technologies, which 
only the Germans were willing to provide 
in quantity.” 
 Johnson consults an enormous array 
of original sources to document that this 
uneasy symbiosis has deep roots, far 
deeper than is usually portrayed in histo-
ries touching on the “faustian bargain” in 
the book’s title. That bargain is lurking in 
the background of every meeting, every 
personality, and every development 
Johnson fleshes out. “Why therefore did 
two states whose leaders saw the other 
as the very embodiment of evil make a 
deal with one another?” he asks. “Much 
like the old German tale of Faust, whose 
protagonist bargained away his soul to 
the devil in exchange for temporal power, 
the Germans and Soviets would use each 
other – at great cost – to remedy their 
own perceived military weaknesses.” 

‘Faustian Bargain: 
The Soviet-German 
Partnership and the 
Origins of the Second 
World War,’ by Ian 
Ona Johnson, Oxford 
University Press, 2022, 
350 pgs., $29.95.

 The “great cost” became vividly evi-
dent in 1941, when Hitler betrayed his ally 
and invaded Russia. “As Stalin slept the 
storm broke,” Johnson writes of the dra-
matic launching of Operation Barbarossa. 
“Germany had concentrated along the 
border three million soldiers, as well as 
690,000 soldiers from the allied armies 
of Hungary, Slovakia, Romania, and Italy, 
600,000 trucks, 3,350 tanks, 7,146 artillery 
pieces, and 2,770 aircraft.”
 By the time his densely-researched 
but steadfastly readable book reaches 
this violent climax, Johnson has already 
demonstrated the ironies involved in this 
betrayal. “Rarely in the annals of history 
have two opponents spent so much time 
preparing each other for war,” he points 
out. “Invading German forces marched in 
rubber boots made with materiel shipped 
over the Trans-Siberian railroad. Their 
rations included Soviet grain, which had 
continued to arrive up to the very day of 
the invasion.” 
 “Faustian Bargain” sheds new light 
on the long and complicated economic 
relationship between Germany and Russia 
in the interwar years, although Johnson 
does such an effective job narrating the 
fighting between the erstwhile allies that 
the earlier exchanges of materiel and re-
sources tend to get overshadowed. This is 
the best book on the subject since “Deadly 
Embrace” by Anthony Read and David 
Fisher over 30 years ago.

and our social lives.” But what happens 
when those percentages are hijacked by 
an online ecosystem that’s developed 
many ways to monetize it?
All of us know what happens when 
that happens; we’ve seen the chaos, the 
soullessness, the vindictive pettiness that 
characterizes so much of the online ex-
perience. But Marci isn’t only describing 
doom and gloom—he’s also here to offer 
some hope. He outlines many different 
tactics people can take to control their 
online experiences, delete the excesses of 

being “too online,” and even make these 
invasive new technologies work to pos-
itive ends. These tactics range from the 
technology-oriented (like limiting your 
screen time, obviously) to the age-old (put 
down your phone and get some exer-
cise—in addition to feeling good, it clears 
out the neuro-pathways and decreases 
your dopamine addiction), and they’re all 
offered with a friendly, non-judgmental 
tone that makes this book such engag-
ing reading. If you know a social media 
addict—or, let’s face it, are one yourself—
you’ll want to investigate this “Rewired.”

n Continued from previous page
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BY SEN. STEVE GOOCH 
Dahlonega

I
n a ceremony held in Blue Ridge May 
12, Gov. Brian Kemp formally signed 
House Bill 911 into law, representing 
the state’s budget for the upcoming 

2023 fiscal year. The FY23 budget is set by 
a revenue estimate of just over $30 billion, 
representing an increase of nearly 11% over 
the original 2022 Fiscal Year Budget. A few 
years ago, many would not have expected 
us to be in the position to pass a budget 
like this. Throughout the worst days of the 
pandemic, the legislature was forced to 
make deep cuts in order to keep essential 
government services and operations func-
tioning. We were met with dire warnings 
about the future of our state and our ability 
to remain financially stable was questioned. 
However, thanks to the steady hand of 
Gov. Brian Kemp and his team, along with 
conservative budgeting practices in the 
General Assembly, we passed what may 
equate to the best budget this state has ever 
approved. In fact, this budget permanently 
restores approximately $669 million in cuts 
made during the height of the pandemic 
and provides historic investments in many 
key sectors. 
 This budget, like many others we have 
passed, places a special emphasis on educa-
tion, healthcare and public safety. How-
ever, the FY23 budget has a few unique 
provisions that all Georgians deserve to 
receive. As noted, Georgia is in an enviable 
economic position, having been among the 
first states to open back up for business 
following the COVID-19 pandemic. We 
trusted our workforce to find innovative 
and safe ways where they can continue to 
provide services their communities depend 
on, while protecting the livelihood of them-
selves and their employees.  
 As a result, Georgia experienced an 
economic boon and is currently experi-
encing an astounding 3.1% unemployment 
rate at a time when other states are still 
struggling to make ends meet. To show our 
appreciation for the reliance of Georgia’s 
workforce, this budget calls for returning 
over $1 billion back to where it belongs 
– the pockets of the taxpayer. This will 
take the form of tax refunds between $250 
and $500, depending on filing status for 
all Georgia taxpayers. In addition, several 
weeks ago, Gov. Kemp called for a suspen-
sion of the gas tax to provide even more 
financial relief to Georgia’s families. 

 Education is the area which typically 
receives the most funding in Georgia’s bud-
get and this year was no exception. In fact, 
this budget contains the most state funds 
ever appropriated to K-12 education. Aside 
from fully funding the Quality Basic Educa-
tion Formula, it fully restores austerity cuts 
made to education during the COVID-19 
pandemic by providing over $388 million to 
K-12 education. This budget also fulfills the 
Governor’s promise by granting educators 
an additional pay raise of $2,000, bringing 
their total raise over the past few years to 
$5,000. Additionally, the budget expands 
high-demand career programs at Georgia’s 
Technical Colleges, bringing additional 
opportunities to Georgia’s students and 
industry partners. 
 In the realm of healthcare, this budget 
also invests historic sums to protect life at 
all stages. Specifically, $28 million has been 
allocated to extend Medicaid coverage for 
new mothers from six months after birth to 
12 months after birth. These extra months 
of care are critical, as the first year of 
development can have such a long-standing 
impact on a child’s future. Additionally, 
care for Georgia’s foster youth was also a 
priority in this budget, through increasing 
the annual clothing allowance by $275 per 
child and by establishing two community 
action teams to address children who are 
at risk of entering the foster care system, as 
well as over $6 million to address investing 
in alternatives to the practice of “hoteling” 
children with complex needs. 
 Public safety is of critical importance 
in Georgia’s cities and rural areas alike, and 
this budget provides for a holistic view of 
how our public safety dollars can best be 
spent. The FY23 budget provides funds 
for an additional Georgia State Trooper 
school of 75 cadets to further expand one 
of Georgia’s most elite crime fighting units. 
In addition, the Human Trafficking Unit, 
operating under the Office of the Attorney 
General, was expanded, with a new gang 
prosecution unit also funded to tackle the 
growing threat of criminal gangs on Geor-
gia’s streets. The Georgia Bureau of Inves-
tigation (GBI) has also reported a backlog 
in cases, largely attributed to the pandemic, 
and this budget recognizes the importance 
of solving these cases efficiently by allocat-
ing over $10 million to expand the medical 
examiner’s office at the GBI. HB 911 also 
better equips the GBI with the resources 
they need to investigate any irregularities 
that may arise in Georgia’s election. This 

Jan 6th investigation

TO THE EDITOR:

 All the events leading up to the 
capital riot should be investigated. The 
president, the speaker, the senate majority 
leader, the mayor, and the sec. of Defense 
all need to be examined. A congressional 
committee is at work now.
 How the riot was organized and 
came to be is important. But it is also 
important to find out who failed in their 
responsibilities for the security for our 
capital and the people inside. How is it 
that an unarmed mob could take control 
of our government’s main building?
 The real issue is to prevent some-
thing like this in the future. We need to 
know what changes have been made. 
What contingency plans have been 
changed. What arms will be available for 

future problems. Have the police been 
instructed to shoot? Do we have heavy 
infantry ready to augment the police? 
 It seems to me that the main effort is 
to lay the blame on Trump and his sup-
porters. We have heard almost nothing 
about why security failed and how the 
security issue has been fixed.  
 We have better plans for the protec-
tion of our county judges than those in 
Washington. The leaders of our federal 
government should hang their heads in 
shame and resign to let others try who 
may be better suited to the job. But they 
will not. They will stay in office until they 
are one big desiccated wrinkle and their 
brains have dried up. Most are too old to 
even begin to fix it. 
 Do not be surprised if violence 
comes knocking on the front doors of 
Washington D.C.

Gary Pichon 
Afton Road

Gold Dome Update: FY2023 budget signed in Blue Ridge

was a key priority for the legislature, as 
our democracy demands secure elections 
and those who attempt any form of fraud 
deserve to be investigated. 
 The provisions under this budget will 
go into effect when the new fiscal year be-
gins on July 1, 2022. While this just presents 
a brought overview of the state’s budget 
for the upcoming fiscal year, the entire lan-
guage of the legislation is available online 
on the General Assembly’s website. If you 

have any specific questions about any line 
items in the budget, please do not hesitate 
to reach out to my office. 
 Sen. Steve Gooch serves as Majority 
Whip of the Senate Majority Caucus. He 
represents the 51st Senate District which 
includes Dawson, Fannin, Gilmer, Lumpkin, 
Union and White counties and portions 
of Forsyth and Pickens counties.  He may 
be reached at 404.656.9221 or via email at 
steve.gooch@senate.ga.gov
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BY JIM BRESCIA 

I 
use the headline with apologies to John 
Lennon who, some 50 years ago, asked 
us to imagine there was no heaven, 
hell, countries, nor possessions. 

 Putting aside for the moment the 
fact that Lennon was very rich, had many 
possessions and he left one country for 
another, I think he might have been on to 
something.
 I have noticed that when I refer to a 
“fact” I had learned that is relevant to a 
current political issue, the listener always 
wants to know the source. Very often, the 
listener will ignore the point and attack the 
source. 
 This tendency and its negative impact 
on good outcomes are exacerbated by the 
fact that sources often change their position 
when it suits their current goal.
 So, with a tip of my hat to John Len-
non, I propose that we eliminate all labels 
for sources.  No Biden, Trump, New York 
Times, New York Post, Schumer, O’Con-
nell, Pelosi nor McCarthy. And no one or 
thing else either! 

 Now that we have eliminated all 
source attributes, perhaps we can look at 
issues and information based solely on 
their merits. To assume that sources we 
do not like never have a correct thought 
or solution is to deny reality and statistical 
probability theory. I will remind you of the 
old adage that “Even a blind squirrel occa-
sionally finds an acorn.” 
 Not having a source to focus on will 
eliminate our tendency to offhandedly 
dismiss solutions from sources we do not 
like. I acknowledge that sources are usually 
consistent in their slant toward one side 
of the conservative versus liberal wars. 
All I am suggesting is a label-free window 
through which to examine ideas.
 One of the most obvious examples 
of the obsession with sources is the U.S. 
border issue. If you ask people if, in these 
perilous times, they are concerned about 
who enters our country, I believe the vast 
majority would say they do want to control 
the flow and monitor the migrants. If you 
put a political party label on the issue, the 
responses separate like Moses parting the 
Red Sea. 

 I am reminded of my long-gone days 
in the army. During an extended training 
process, there were seemingly useless (if 
you served in the military you know the 
other names we had for them) trainees who 
it seemed couldn’t do anything right. They 
took three attempts to qualify with their 
rifle. They let the “enemy” get through the 
defensive perimeter during combat training 
exercises. The left-right marching cadence 
was a challenge for them. They were put on 
KP duty when the battalion had to march in 

review for the post general.
 Fast forward to the jungles of Vietnam. 
Suddenly, instinct and bravery kicked in 
and that “misfit” could be depended upon 
to help accomplish the mission. Many took 
the lead in moments that turned the tide in 
crucial battles.
 So, be true to your beliefs and values 
but leave the door open to the possibili-
ty that the “wrong” person might do the 
“right” thing. 
 When we admit and forgive our own 
shortcomings, it is easier to forgive what 
we see as shortcomings in others. The next 
step is to work together to solve problems 
that affect us all. There is much to be done 
and we need anyone and everyone who can 
add value to our search for solutions.

“Imagine all the people
Living life in peace

You may say I’m a dreamer
But I’m not the only one

I hope someday you’ll join us
And the world will live as one”

BY DAVID S. AND JEANNE T. HEIDLER 

L
uther Baldwin was an ordinary 
man, but nine words he uttered in 
jest one July afternoon in a New 
Jersey tavern made him famous. 

Baldwin and a couple of friends were 
sipping on pints as a cheering crowd lined 
Trenton’s streets to watch John and Abigail 
Adams pass through town. Bells rang, and 
a cannon loaded with powder and wadding 
fired some harmless reports while the Pres-
ident’s carriage rattled down Broad Street. 
Inspired by the noise, one of Baldwin’s 
companions blurted out, “There goes the 
President, and they are firing at his arse!” 
Baldwin exclaimed, “I don’t care if they 
fired through his arse!”
 Those nine words were likely the fun-
niest thing Luther Baldwin ever said. It was 
not quite Falstaff, but it was typical talk for 
taverns in late eighteenth-century Amer-
ica. All in good fun, as they say. At least 
until someone gets arrested. For this was 
the summer of 1798, and Luther Baldwin 
was about to find himself in a great deal of 
trouble. So were the two unlucky barflies 
with him, one of whom had apparently 
said nothing and thus had done nothing 
wrong, apart from being in the company of 
someone who had violated federal law by 
opening his mouth.
 It didn’t matter to a vigilant govern-
ment whose cabinet secretaries spent their 
nights combing newspapers for potential 
prosecutions. In a few weeks, a grand jury 
indicted Baldwin and friends for uttering 
“seditious words to defame the President of 
the United States.”
 Baldwin stood trial before Supreme 
Court Justice Bushrod Washington (George 
Washington’s nephew) the following 
spring. Baldwin was convicted and fined 
$150, a fortune for a fellow who made his 
living at the helm of a Passaic River garbage 
scow. Baldwin didn’t have the money and 
was thrown in jail until he could come up 
with it, which is to say he was thrown in 
jail, period.
 The law that landed Luther Baldwin in 
a New Jersey prison was the Sedition Act 
of 1798. We might pause here to note that it 
was a mere fifteen years after the American 
Revolution that the United States Congress 
passed legislation to lock up citizens for 
speaking their minds. As incredible as that 
seems, more incredible was the President 
who signed it and committed the executive 
branch to its enforcement. Federal courts 
likewise agreed to hear cases and pass 
judgment on people for exercising a right 
protected explicitly by the Constitution. 
More than two dozen Americans had their 
freedom of speech quashed in the two years 
that followed. It was for brazenly political 
purposes.
 Despite the emergency that purported-
ly justified the law, it was meant to silence 
dissent. Luther Baldwin was not a criminal. 
He was an example, a cautionary tale in the 
flesh, a man in lockup for making a joke, or 
more accurately, the wrong kind of joke.
 The Constitution was supposed to 
protect free speech, but men who should 
have known better cynically nullified its 
protections. During the American Revolu-
tion, John Adams as Patriot embraced the 
right of free speech, and many who sat in 
Congress had taken extraordinary risks 
to secure it. In 1798, Congress seemingly 
forgot the reason for the risks, and John 
Adams as President lost his appreciation for 
the right to criticize the government.
 Nobody gives up his freedom for a bad 
cause, which is how a presumed national 
emergency can rationalize foul policies. 
In 1798, Americans were told they faced a 
crisis. The United States was clashing with 
France on the high seas, a direct result of 
the war between revolutionary France and 
Great Britain. When the French demanded 
bribes as a condition for negotiation, Con-

Imagine

The Reign of Witches

gress prepared for war. Exercising control 
over presumably “disloyal” citizens at home 
was one of the first orders of business.
 In the summer of 1798, Congress 
passed, and President Adams signed into 
law a measure to prevent domestic subver-
sion, which they defined as opposing the 
policies of the majority Federalist Party. 
The Sedition Act was odious in every way. 
Under it, anyone who dared to “write, print, 
utter, or publish . . . any false, scandalous 
and malicious writing or writings against 
the government of the United States, or 
either house of the Congress . . . or the 
President of the United States” was com-
mitting a high misdemeanor punishable 
by fine, imprisonment, or both. Under this 
broad construction, the law altered the es-
sential tradition of American (and English) 
jurisprudence by giving its enforcers the 
power to make what they found distasteful 
illegal.
 Thomas Jefferson called what fol-
lowed “the reign of witches” with good 
reason. After targeting the boozy Baldwin, 
the government went after bigger game. 
William Duane, the editor of the Philadel-
phia Aurora, was charged for supporting 
Republicans in the election of 1800. When 
the Northumberland Gazette in Pennsylva-
nia said that John Adams was an enemy of 
liberty, its editor Thomas Cooper received 
a six-month sentence and a $400 fine. In 
New York, William Durrell fared slightly 
better (four months and $50) because he 
had merely reprinted an “offensive” article 
in his Mount Pleasant Register.
 Newspaper editors were not the only 
prey. David Brown and friends raised a lib-
erty pole in Dedham, Massachusetts, with 
messages such as wishing for the defeat of 
tyrants, the peaceful retirement of Adams, 
and that “moral virtue be the basis of civil 
government.” Hauling David Brown into 
court was disgraceful enough because his 
actions only emulated America’s revolu-
tionary patriots in word and deed. Still, the 
severity of his sentence was shocking—a 
whopping $400 fine and almost two years 
in jail. Worse, Brown refused to name the 
people who had helped him put up the 
liberty pole, and for that bit of cheeky resis-
tance, John Adams refused to let Brown out 
of prison even after the presumed threat to 
“national security” had long passed.
 Persecuting newspaper scribblers and 
latter-day Sons of Liberty was bad enough, 
but the victimization of Matthew Lyon 
exposed the law’s real and darkest purpose. 
During debates over the sedition bill, Lyon, 
the Republican representative for Ver-
mont’s 1st District, predicted that it could 
be used to punish members of Congress 
who disagreed with the President. Federal-
ists scoffed at the claim. They pledged that 
as long as the President’s opponents did not 
lie, no magistrate could molest them, and 
no court would convict them.
 Federalists, however, despised Mat-

thew Lyon for his sharp criticisms of the 
Adams administration. In February 1798, 
Federalist Roger Griswold disparaged 
Lyon’s Revolutionary War service, causing 
Lyon to spit on him, and a violent confron-
tation ensued. Lyon’s friends dubbed him 
“the Spitting Lyon,” but Federalists exacted 
revenge as soon as they could wield the 
Sedition Act.
 In the off-year election for Lyon’s con-
gressional seat, Federalists in and beyond 
Vermont condemned him in newspapers 
for endangering the republic. The provoc-
ative charge that Lyon was a disloyal 
subversive was a cynical tactic to bait a 
touchy man. And it worked. He responded 
that he could not support Adams because 
“every consideration of the public welfare 
[is] swallowed up in a continual grasp for 
power, in an unbounded thirst for ridic-
ulous pomp, foolish adulation, or selfish 
avarice.”
 Those words have an eerie pertinence 
today, so take heed. In 1798, they became 
the first count in Lyon’s indictment, handed 
down just weeks before the election, 
charging him with defaming the President 
to incite sedition.
 Ensuing events were worthy of a Franz 
Kafka novel. Lyon lived on the Vermont 
frontier, a place happily devoid of lawyers, 
which was cheerful until you needed one. 
Incredibly, Lyon had to hire his political op-
ponent to represent him. At his trial, Lyon 
insisted that a man’s opinion was beyond 
the reach of any law. He declared that any 
law that said otherwise was unconstitu-
tional. The judge told Lyon to shut up and 
instructed the jury to ignore what he had 
said. The jury obeyed the order and took 
one hour to find Lyon guilty. The judge 
promptly sentenced him to four months 
in jail. He also had to pay court costs and 
$1000 in fines. The government then tossed 
Matthew Lyon into an unheated cell during 
the freezing Vermont winter.
 They could lock up Matthew Lyon, but 
they could not shut him up. He continued 
his campaign for Congress from jail and 
won reelection with a more significant 
majority than two years earlier. His con-
stituents petitioned President Adams for a 
pardon, but Adams sniffed that Lyon had 
not personally asked for it nor expressed 
remorse for his actions. The government 
kept him in prison for his entire sentence. 
After it ended, and when Vermont jour-
nalist Anthony Haswell celebrated Lyon’s 
release, he too was thrown in jail for 
sedition, the latest victim of a country made 
wretched by the reign of witches.
 Historians who defend Adams, Con-
gress, and the courts point to the low num-
ber of prosecutions as proof that no actual 
harm happened. Yet, was the persecution 
of twenty-five men under a disgusting law 
evidence of tolerable restraint? The govern-
ment made certain men criminals to make 
others compliant.

 The quest for political supremacy al-
ways becomes vicious when a government 
outlaws speech. A century after the Adams 
administration locked up people for saying 
disagreeable things, Woodrow Wilson used 
the “national emergency” caused by World 
War I to throw dissenters into jail. He, 
Congress, and the courts teamed up in 1918 
to use their own Sedition Act to prosecute 
Americans for criticizing the government 
with “abusive language.” The method was 
vile, the standard subjective, and the pur-
pose political.
 And now, we have this: a former presi-
dent calls for curbs on speech that suppos-
edly “misleads” or “misinforms;” American 
universities establish speech codes to 
muzzle debate and quash expression under 
the guise of barring “hate speech;” outlets 
outlaw words that are deemed “offensive.” 
And the current administration sets up a 
bureau in the Department of Homeland 
Security to ferret out “disinformation.”
 Despite insistence that nothing sin-
ister is afoot, in reality, financial ruin and 
dungeons are ultimately the tools for the 
ugly business of policing how people talk. 
Algorithms that monitor the internet for 
“unacceptable” speech serve dark masters, 
and a government bureau to suppress dis-
sent while pretending to promote “national 
security” and “protect our democracy” is 
hideous.
 Americans should be outraged, but 
they should also be fearful of complacency. 
In 1798, too many people who had lived 
through the American Revolution did not 
find sedition trials repellant. Will Ameri-
cans be more vigilant about their liberties 
now? After all, the government these days 
keeps people in jail without bothering to 
try them at all, which is hardly an improve-
ment over 1798 and promises worse to 
come. Nobody seems to care.
 As our current authoritarians enforce 
their opinions, they employ the justifica-
tion used by all autocrats over the ages: 
“We are doing this because we must.” But 
what they’re doing draws on the creed 
of witches stirring cauldrons, whether in 
ancient or modern times: “Because we can, 
we will.”
 And something wicked this way 
comes.
 Editor’s note. American Historians 
and Big Canoe residents David and Jeanne 
Heidler graciously allowed Smoke Signals 
to reprint this recent post to their website. 
The Heidlers met and married while earn-
ing their doctorates at Auburn University. 
In addition to teaching American history, 
they have written extensively about it. Their 
most recent books are “Henry Clay: The 
Essential American;” “Washington’s Circle”: 
“The Creation of the President;” and “The 
Rise of Andrew Jackson: Myth, Manipula-
tion, and the Making of Modern Politics.” 
They are currently writing a biography of 
Sam Houston.
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Safely sampling 
North Georgia’s wines

Arts&Entertainment

BY CHRISTOPHER BARKER

N
orth Georgia is producing dis-
tinctive wines as the burgeoning 
industry flourishes, and a variety 
of services are safely transport-

ing the curious to taste them.
 “Since 2018, the Dahlonega Plateau in 
northern Georgia has been regarded as a vi-
ticultural area, which means its unique soil 
quality, sun exposure and climate make it 
extra special for growing wine,” reports the 
website of DahloneGO, a new entry into the 
wine tour field that also provides wedding 
and other transportation services in North 
Georgia.
 “The industry is exploding now; more 
wineries are opening all the time,” says ATL 
Vineyard Express owner Tom Ward, who is 
a wine expert as well as a wine tour guide. 
“There are over 50 wineries in Georgia now 
– some here 20 years – and another 25 are 
coming online in the next few years.”
 And it’s worth the trip to taste what 
North Georgia is producing, says Ward. 
 With iron-rich clay soil, Georgia pro-
duces “some great, award-winning wines,” 
Ward says. “The merlots in Georgia are 
phenomenal – incredible.”
 He says some Georgia wineries make 
wine only with grapes grown on the estate, 
while others use only “contracted fruit” or a 
hybrid blend. Engelheim, Three Sisters and 
Frogtown are among the wineries that use 
only estate-grown fruit, Ward notes, and 
they can promote “grown, produced and 
bottled by” on their bottles.
 And there is variability in the wineries 
themselves, Ward adds. “Everybody has 
their own thing they can offer: the view, the 
vibe, musicians, a restaurant. Some of the 
wine is good, if not great,” and some wine-
makers continue to improve their products.
 “Some are planting [different] grapes 
to add to improve their process,” he says. 
Georgians “are getting better and better at 
winemaking all the time.”
 A growing variety of North Georgia 
wine tour opportunities reflects the growth 
of Georgia’s wine industry itself.  

North Georgia Wine Tours
 The COVID pandemic is largely re-
sponsible for a local Army veteran estab-
lishing North Georgia Wine Tours in 2020.
 With a bachelor’s degree from North 
Georgia College & State University in 2010, 
a master’s degree in business administration 
from the University of Georgia and five 
years’ experience as an infantry officer, Josh 
Walker was working at an Atlanta start-up 
company that closed when the pandemic 
hit. He moved back home to Cleveland, 
bought a house in Helen and began to ob-
serve that North Georgia’s “wineries were 
open and busy. I saw an opportunity when 
restrictions hit, bought a van and went for 
it.”
 North Georgia Wine Tours now has 
multiple vehicles, and Walker drives while 
being directly involved in making sure the 
tours go smoothly. 
 Private tours depart from and return to 
locations in Dahlonega, Helen and Cleve-
land usually around 11-11:30 a.m. with a rate 
of $600 for up to eight guests and $850 for 
9-14. Lunch, tastings and gratuities for the 
driver and winery staff aren’t included, but 
a VIP upgrade of $100/person provides 

“The industry is 
exploding now; more 

wineries are opening all 
the time...there are over 
50 wineries in Georgia 

now – some here 20 
years – and another 25 

are coming online in the 
next few years.”

“Everybody has their own thing they can offer: 
the view, the vibe, musicians, a restaurant.”

lunch at Dahlonega Resort & Vineyards and 
tastings at its Twisted Wine Garden, as well 
as tastings at Cavender Creek Vineyards 
and The Cottage Vineyards & Winery.
 Escape to the Mountains tours leave 
from Atlanta around 10:30 a.m. and return 
around 6 p.m., and tour pickups from 
other areas within a 90-minute drive to the 
mountains are available, sometimes for an 
additional charge.
 Guests spend 60-90 minutes at each of 
three featured North Georgia wineries that 

might include Kaya Vineyards & Winery, 
Serenity Cellars, CeNita Winery, Cavender 
Creek Vineyards, The Cottage Vineyard & 
Winery, Habersham Winery, Yonah Moun-
tain Vineyards, Three Sisters Vineyard, 
Ott Farms and Vineyard, Stonewall Creek 
Tasting Room, Wolf Mountain Vineyards, 
Frogtown Cellars, Chateau Meichtry, Engel-
heim Vineyards, Feathers Edge Vineyards, 
Montaluce Winery & Restaurant or Fainting 
Goat Winery.
 Walker makes reservations for lunch 
at one of the wineries – he says guests have 
been particularly impressed with Wolf 
Mountain and Montaluce for lunch – and se-
lects several other wineries to visit. Caven-
der Creek often works well as the first stop 
and Kaya as the last, he says. Among other 
options guests can choose 
are a stop at Tantrum 
Brewery in Cleveland, 
coffee shops and Paul’s 
Margarita Bar in Helen.
 “The wineries are so 
different,” Walker says. 
“Some grow their own 
grapes” while others 
don’t. He adds that 
wines are rotated in 
and out seasonally.
 North Georgia 
Wine Tours provides 
wine excursions 
from Airbnb 
and other 
overnight 
locations, 
catering to 
“corporate 
events, 
birthdays, 

girl trips and a lot of bachelorette parties – 
all sorts of things,” he says.
 “I’m from the area; I grew up down the 
street from wineries, and I know the area 
very well,” says Walker, whose transporta-
tion company also offers wedding and pri-
vate event transportation. “I plan each trip, 
confirm the reservations, and I’m driving 
one of the vans on tour days.”
 Wine tours offer “a different experi-
ence from what you can get in the city,” and 
ride services such as Uber and Lyft aren’t 
prevalent options in the mountains, he says. 
Passengers can “enjoy wine in beautiful 
North Georgia without having to worry 
about getting home safely.”

(northgawinetours.com)
DahloneGO

 DahloneGO began providing custom-
ized charters and tours – including wine 
tours – last Labor Day, filling what owners 
Rhonda and Jim Bennett had determined 
was a needed niche.
 Owners of four daycare centers over 
21 years, the Bennetts noticed that “more 

wineries are opening, and there’s a 
need” for transportation services, says 
Rhonda Bennett. “Dahlonega is such a 
tourist town, with hotels and lodges.”
        They first used daycare buses for 

weekend service in the mountains 
but graduated soon to seven buses 
with capacity for 14 to 40 pas-

sengers, charter vehicles and 
three taxis. DahloneGO 
uses vehicles for eight to 
24 passengers as needed 
on its private, custom-
ized wine tours.

Unexpected encounters can occur 
when taking a wine tour that includes 
Cavender Creek Winery in Dahlonega. 
PHOTO COURTESY ATL VINEYARD EXPRESS

Tour guests sample wines at three wineries with North Georgia Wine Tours. PHOTO COURTESY NORTH GEORGIA WINE TOURS

DahloneGO wine tours are flexible and can accommodate even brewery side trips. PHOTO 

COURTESY DAHLONEGO
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Arts & Entertainment

BALL GROUND

 Flowers always make people better, 
happier and more helpful;
they are sunshine, food, 

and medicine to the soul.
~Luther Burbank

N
o place on earth compares to 
Gibbs Gardens in June as sum-
mer transforms the estate into a 
huge, rambling 376-acre bouquet. 

“To give our visitors an unforgettable gar-
den experience, we are always adding new 
plants, expanding and updating our seasonal 
and feature gardens,” said Jim Gibbs, own-
er/designer/developer of Gibbs Gardens.
 With elegant beauty and dramatic 
color, thousands of roses steal the show at 
Gibbs Gardens. “We planted a wide variety 
of roses—floribunda, grandiflora, Knockout 
shrub roses and the new Drift roses—to 
accent or expand existing plantings,” 
Gibbs added. Dramatic S-curved ribbons of 
vibrant Knockout roses sprawl across the 
Valley Gardens, classical trellises covered 
with blush pink New Dawn roses crown the 
Manor House Gardens while impertinent 
red Drift roses bursting with blooms cling 
to hills in the Inspiration Gardens. 
 Not to be outdone, massive plantings of 
daylilies begin blooming in June and contin-
ue through August. Thousands of blooms in 
pastel shades and red, orange, yellow, pur-
ple, white, apricot and pink flowers in long 
curving beds sweep across a background of 
vibrant green grass. 
 “Daylilies have a special place in my 
heart,” says Gibbs, “reminding me of sun-
shine and happy days. For years I collected 
hundreds of varieties of daylilies but now 
I am delighted with hybrid daylilies many 
garden visitors have given me.” Gibbs plants 
these unique hybrids in a special section of 
the Daylily Gardens. 
 For a double dose of breathtaking beau-
ty, follow the trail of photographers to the 
Monet Water Lily Gardens where tropical 
and hardy blooms create magical reflections 
in the ponds. “We’ve added lots of new vari-
eties with taller stems this year. The flowers 
will come out of the water further, creating 
more distinctive and artistic reflections,” 
said Gibbs. “These new varieties will be a 
delightful surprise for visitors and photogra-
phers.” 
 Annuals and perennials are planted 
throughout the gardens—from the unique 
and inspiring arrangements lining the 
entrance flower bridge to sweeping borders 
of white caladiums and begonias lining the 
beds that lead to the Manor House Gardens. 
 Flanders poppies planted last No-
vember from seed are blooming now in 
the Wildflower Monarch Butterfly Gar-
dens. Gibbs chose poppies for this garden 
because their strong, vivid colors—bright 
orange, red and salmon shades—attract 
butterflies as they fly across Georgia during 
their migration from Mexico to Canada. 
Adding stark contrast to the poppies, blue, 
lavender and purple larkspur, bright orange 
asclepias tuberosa butterfly weed and bright 
yellow coreopsis lure the butterflies to a 
delicious lunch at Gibbs Gardens. 
 Recognized as one of the Thirteen Best 
Botanical Gardens in America and named 
the top garden in Georgia by the Atlanta 

BY GRAHAM NICHOLSON 

B
y the time you read this article, 
we will have held our opening 
concert at the Terraces. I hope 
that we are “Still Standing” after 

all the music, fellowship and dancing. 
 Our next Saturday concert is June 18. 
Get ready to party the night away with 
The Official Jimmy Buffett Tribute Band, 
A1A, whose background and history all 
stem from Buffett himself.
 If you saw them last year, you’ll be 
thrilled to see them again. They perform 
as either a seven or a 10-piece band, with 
full audio and light production to bring 
you as colorful and energetic a Jimmy 
Buffet tribute show as possible. Jeff Pike 
began this group in 1992 and continues to 
bring “Gulf and Western” beach music all 
over. Among the many hits featured will 
be “Captain and the Kid,” “Margaritaville,” 
“Changes in Latitude, Changes in Atti-
tude,” “Cheeseburger in Paradise,” “Brown 
Eyed Girl,” “Southern Cross,” and “Anoth-
er Saturday Night.” Don’t forget to bring 
your dancing shoes for this special night!
 Our remaining lineup is:
 • July 2 – GlowBand, an Eagles tribute 
band
 • July 16 – End of The Line, an Allman 
Brothers tribute band
 • July 30 – Adrian Stover
 • Aug. 20 – Street Choir, a Van Morri-
son tribute band
 • Sept. 3 – 120 East Band
 We will have many ticket packag-
es available this year. For versatility, 
purchase a Pick 6 package for $130. You 
can use all six for one concert or one 
ticket or two among any of the remaining 
concerts. As always, single tickets remain 
$20, purchased until Thursday evening at 
11:59 p.m., with a single day ticket picked 
up at the concert for $25. Purchase tickets 
or ticket packages online at terracescon-

Gibbs Gardens blooms in June 
with gorgeous flowers in every direction

Journal-Constitution, Gibbs Gardens always 
has something new in bloom. The five 
feature gardens and 21 seasonal collec-
tions gardens offer unique and continuous 
delights for garden lovers of all interests. 
To learn more about Gibbs Gardens go to 
gibbsgardens.com. For more information 
about monarch butterflies go to monarch-
jointventure.org.

Submitted by Gibbs Gardens

In June thousands of daylilies begin to bloom, showing off flowers in pastel shades as 
well as red, orange, yellow, purple, white, apricot and pink flowers.

Flanders poppies, now blooming in the 
Wildflower Monarch Butterfly Garden, 
entice migrating butterflies to stop at 
Gibbs Gardens for a spot of lunch on their 
journey north.

Beautiful and unique arrangements of 
flowers and plants greet visitors on the 
Gibbs Gardens Flower Bridge at the 
entrance to the Welcome Center.

Sprawling S-shaped curves of Knockout roses fill the Valley Gardens with splashes of 
vivid color against a backdrop of bright green grass.

A peach-toned waterlily greets the day in 
the serene Monet Water Lily Garden.

Where does this cluster of pink waterlilies stop and where do the reflections begin? 
The water lily ponds are like trompe-l’œil paintings. PHOTOS COURTESY OF GIBBS GARDENS

Crowd favorite A1A takes the Terraces stage June 18. PHOTO PROVIDED BY A1A

June concert features 
Jimmy Buffet tribute band

certs.com, Stand Around at the Chapel in 
June, and finally by check in the Terraces 
Alpha Box at the Big Canoe postal facility.
 We have most of our 2021 sponsors 
back with many new additions. We are so 
grateful for them. The Platinum Sponsors 
include Century 21 Results – Tom Petri-
gliano and Carolyn Littell; Foothills IGA; 
GLA- Geheber Lewis Associates; Keith 
Duncan, CLU, CLTC-Medicare Specialist; 
Jasper Paint & Body; Live Oakes Exteriors 
– Dave Johnson; Piedmont Mountainside 
Hospital and Parish Lowrie State Farm. 
Joining us as Gold Sponsors are Days 
Chevrolet; One O One Printing; Rotary 
Club Big Canoe and Tom’s Awesome 
Seafood.
 Thank you for helping turn on the 
lights and bring great music to The Ter-
races.
 We have food trucks for concert 
nights; they will be at the venue by 5:30 
p.m. before each concert. 
 • June 18: Hungry Hippo 

 • July 2: Little Nauti 
 • July 16: Smokin E’s  
 • July 30: 6 Pack Subs  
 • Aug. 20: Sideburners Barbeque 
 • Sept. 3: Black Market Barbeque
  We continue our search for charities 
and charitable organizations to feature at 
each of our concerts this season. We will 
have them in our next article.
 Finally, should you have any questions, 
please contact us through our website, ter-
racesconcerts.com, or contact Gerhard Noll 
directly at 770-605-9966. During the season, 
we have the concert and weather hotline 
available at 470-273-6767. We will also have 
updates on the Terraces Facebook page (be 
sure to like us). For GPS address informa-
tion, The Terraces Amphitheater is located 
at 1849 Steve Tate Highway in Marble Hill. 
Concerts start at 7 p.m.
 Make plans to join us again this season 
at the Terraces. See you there and let the 
good times roll! The Terraces is sponsored 
by Big Canoe Chapel.
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JASPER

“SALUTE TO AMERICA”
proudly presented by

The Cherokee Chorale
Scott L. Martin

Conductor

T
he Atlanta Symphony Woodwind 
Quintet is featured as the closing 
concert of the 2021-22 season of 
Casual Classics Concert Series, 

Monday June 6, 7 p.m. The performers in 
this ensemble are the first chair players 
in the symphony on flute, oboe, clarinet, 
French horn and bassoon. The repertoire 
for woodwind quintet dates from the 18th 
century by such composers as Mozart, 
Beethoven, Danzi and Stamitz and contin-
ues to be a favored ensemble today because 
of the colorful possibilities of these wind 
instruments. 
 The concert will be at Fellowship Pres-
byterian Church in Jasper. There will be an 
opportunity to mingle with the artists over 
coffee provided by Red Bean Coffee before 
the concert and during intermission.
 Christina Smith is one of the most 
sought-after flutists in the country as an 
orchestral player, soloist, chamber musi-
cian and teacher. She joined the Atlanta 
Symphony Orchestra as principal flute in 
1991. Smith’s flute solos can be heard on 
over 40 ASO recordings. She has also ap-
peared with the orchestra numerous times 
as concerto soloist, in works of Mozart, 
Vivaldi, Ibert, Rodrigo, Nielsen, Jolivet 
and Christopher Rouse. Smith performed 
the southeastern U.S. premiere of Finnish 
composer Kaija Saariaho’s “L’aile du songe,” 
with Robert Spano conducting.
 Elizabeth Koch Tiscione joined the 
Atlanta Symphony Orchestra as principal 
oboe at the beginning of the 2007-08 sea-
son. She currently holds the George M. and 
Corrie Hoyt Brown Chair.
 In addition to her responsibilities with 
the ASO, Tiscione plays principal oboe at 
the Grand Teton Music Festival, Festival 
Mozaic, and is a member of the Atlanta 
Chamber Players. She has performed as a 
guest musician with the orchestras of New 
York, San Francisco, Chicago, Philadelphia, 
St. Louis, Detroit, St. Paul, Baltimore, Roch-
ester, Buffalo and the Orpheus Chamber 
Orchestra. Solo engagements have included 
the World Youth Symphony Orchestra, 
Orpheus Chamber Orchestra, Atlanta 
Symphony, and Dekalb Symphony Orches-
tras. She has been featured on NPR’s “From 
the Top,” and has performed with many 
of the top chamber music festivals across 
the country, including the Chamber Music 
Society of Lincoln Center.
 Clarinetist Laura Ardan was the 
youngest principal clarinetist to join a ma-
jor symphony orchestra when she became 
principal clarinet with the Atlanta Sympho-
ny in 1982. She has been featured soloist 

Concert features Atlanta Symphony Woodwind Quintet

Laura Ardan.

Andrew Brady.

with the orchestra in works by Mozart, 
Weber, Debussy, Finzi, Copland, Shaw and 
Rossini.
 A student of Roger Hiller and Stanley 
Drucker, she attended the Juilliard School 
on scholarships from both the Juilliard and 
the Naumberg Foundation. Prior to coming 
to Atlanta, she was the resident clarinetist 
and teaching artist for the Lincoln Center 
Institute, and she played in the Metropoli-
tan Opera Orchestra. She regularly appears 
at many festivals, including Tanglewood 
Marlboro, Rockport, Mostly Mozart, 
Highlands-Cashiers, the Grand Teton and 
Sewanee. She is a founding member of the 
Emory Chamber Music Society of Atlanta, 
and teaches at Emory University.
 Jaclyn Rainey is the principal horn of 
the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra. Before 
her appointment in 2020, Jaclyn was the as-
sociate principal horn with the Los Angeles 
Philharmonic, third horn with the Atlanta 
Symphony for four seasons, acting principal 
horn with the Naples Philharmonic, as well 
as associate principal horn with the Lou-
isiana Philharmonic. Rainey, a Louisville, 
Kentucky native, has also performed with 
the Boston Symphony Orchestra, Buffa-
lo Philharmonic, Cincinnati Symphony, 
Kansas City Symphony, Louisville Orches-
tra, Milwaukee Symphony, San Antonio 
Symphony and the Sarasota Orchestra. She 
has also competed in solo competitions and 
was a winner in the National MTNA Senior 
Brass Competition. 
 Principal bassoon with the ASO since 
2016, Andrew Brady previously served as 
principal bassoon with the Louisiana Phil-
harmonic in New Orleans. Brady received 

his Bachelor of Music degree from The 
Colburn School Conservatory of Music, 
where he studied with Richard Beene. Oth-
er teachers include Anthony Parnther, Rick 
Ranti and Suzanne Nelsen.
 Brady is from Tennessee, where he 
began his musical studies on saxophone but 
switched to bassoon at age 14, after seeing 
the quirky instrument at a band clinic. Four 
years later he performed on NPR’s From 
the Top; and in 2010 he received the Grand 
Prize in the Pasadena Showcase House for 
the Arts Competition. In Jan. 2011, Brady 

performed Mozart’s Bassoon Concerto with 
the Seattle Symphony under invitation from 
then Music Director Gerard Schwarz.
 There is no charge for admission, 
although contributions are gratefully re-
ceived; donations from the series’ patrons 
cover the expenses of these concerts. Fol-
lowing protocols established at the church, 
all those attending are strongly encouraged 
to wear masks while inside the facility and 
during the concert.
 Casual Classics was established in 
2007 by Suzanne Shull. Over the years, 
the series has featured many soloists and 
ensembles associated with the Atlanta Sym-
phony Orchestra, faculty at Kennesaw State 
University and emerging artists. Beginning 
with the 2018-19 season, Calvert Johnson is 
the concert manager. Members of the board 
of directors include Kelly Lohman, Lloyd 
McDonald, Marc Unger, Richard White and 
Suzanne Shull as past director.
 For additional information, contact 
Calvert Johnson at 404-373-0748 or calvert-
johnson@gmail.com. Fellowship Presbyte-
rian is at 389 Bent Tree Drive, in Jasper.

Submitted by Casual Classics
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STEVEN D. CARLISLE

Big Canoe Photo Club
Photo of the Month

B
rian Robbins makes his living 
taking exquisite interior and ex-
terior shots of commercial build-
ings for architects, but for relax-

ation he loves to paddle around Lake Petit 
in his kayak. He often brings his Canon 
R5 DSLR and a 100mm to 400mm zoom 
lens. “I was trying to get a good photo of 
the eagle when a small bird landed on the 
branch next to him,” Robbins explains, 
“He was talking up a storm to the eagle, 
who just looked at him sideways!”

Robbins captures Petit’s feathered friends

PHOTO BY BRIAN ROBBINS

“He was talking up 
a storm to the eagle, 

who just looked at him 
sideways!”

CARTERSVILLE

I
n 1872, 23-year-old Giovanni Battista 
Pirelli founded “G.B. Pirelli & C.” in 
Milan, Italy. Fast-forward 150 years, 
Pirelli, an internationally recognized 

brand, is among the world’s major pro-
ducers of tires.
 To celebrate the company’s 150th 
anniversary in the United States, Savoy 
Automobile Museum and Pirelli are proud 
to present the exclusive exhibition of 
“Pirelli: The Story of a Company – A 150-
Year History of Passion and Innovation.”
 On view through Sept. 4, this unique 
exhibition tells the 150-year history and 
present-day world of Pirelli.
 Visitors to the exhibition will see a 
three-century journey made of passion, 
men and women, technology and inno-
vation. A journey that few know has one 
of its main “stops” in the United States: it 
was in New York, in 1908, the famous “P” 

This 1970 Maserati Ghibli Spyder is on 
loan to the Savoy from from Ivan and 
Myra Ruiz.

A 2022 Formula 1 race car is part of the 
exhibit. PHOTOS COURTESY OF SAVOY AUTOMOBILE 

MUSEUM

Savoy Automobile Museum features Pirelli exhibit

with its stretched out belly overhanging 
the other letters, was born.
 The link with Pirelli and the United 
States has always been tied; part of the 
exhibit is dedicated to Pirelli’s roots in 
the country, from advertising of local 
products to posters created for Pirelli that 
became part of the permanent collection 
of the Museum of Modern Art in New 
York.

 The exhibit tells the history of Pirelli 
through the creative elements of artists, 
designers, and masters of communication 
and advertising. As well as the works of 
leading photographers, from photos of 
the factories to the great names behind 
the iconic Pirelli calendar. Many of these 
beautiful images come from Pirelli Foun-
dation, the institution that preserves the 
group’s historic and cultural heritage.

 Savoy Museum will host a specially 
curated collection of automobiles that 
showcase Pirelli’s wide range of tires, 
from beautiful vintage cars to motorsport 
jewels, including a Trans Am and mod-
ern-day Formula 1 car, to the fully electric 
Rivian.
 The exhibition is also an opportunity 
for Pirelli to celebrate 20 years in 
Georgia. Pirelli inaugurated its plant in 
Rome, Georgia, in 2002. The factory is 
a robotized production facility focused 
on premium specialty tires for cars, 
light trucks and SUVs. The Rome Pirelli 
factory is the first tire plant in the 
world to be FSC-certified by the Forest 
Stewardship Council.
 Savoy Automobile Museum is in 
Cartersville on Savoy Lane.

Submitted by Savoy Automobile Museum
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Performing 
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JUNE 2022 ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

Ameris Bank 
Amphitheatre

JEFF SMITH - PERSPECTIVES / SHUTTERSTOCK.COM

THURSDAY, JUNE 16
Music

• Reik, Fox Theatre, Atlanta 
• Robert Plant & Alison Krauss, Cadence 
Bank Amphitheatre at Chastain Park, 
Atlanta 

FRIDAY, JUNE 17
Theatre

• “Somebody Loves You, Mr. Hatch,” Center 
for Puppetry Arts, Atlanta (through June 19)

Music
• Zach Alexander, C’est la Vie, Marble Hill 
• Styx, REO Speedwagon & Loverboy, 
Ameris Bank Amphitheatre, Alpharetta
• Machine Gun Kelly, State Farm Arena, 
Atlanta
• Ted Vigil, Chateau Meichtry Winery, 
Talking Rock 

Other
• Summer Film Festival, “The Godfather,” 
Fox Theatre, Atlanta 

SATURDAY, JUNE 18
Music

• Rupi Kaur, Atlanta Symphony Hall
• A1A, The Official Jimmy Buffett Tribute 
Band, Terraces, Marble Hill 
• Megan Fowler, Chateau Meichtry Winery, 
Talking Rock 
• Joseph Brooks, Fainting Goat Vineyard, 
Jasper
• Timothy O’Donovan, Cartecay Vineyards, 
Ellijay 
• Honeybone Godson, C’est la Vie, Marble 
Hill
• Maren Morris, Ameris Bank Amphitheatre, 
Alpharetta
• Young Thug, State Farm Arena, Atlanta
• Mike Farris & The Fortunate Few, 
Smithgall Arts Center, Gainesville
• Tuka, Pokey, Sir Charles Jones, Cadence 
Bank Amphitheatre at Chastain Park, 
Atlanta 

Other
• Summer Film Festival, “Indiana Jones: 
Raiders of the Lost Ark,” Fox Theatre, 
Atlanta 

SUNDAY, JUNE 19
FATHER’S DAY

Music
• Brennan Johnson, Fainting Goat Vineyard, 
Jasper
• Rusted Melody, Cartecay Vineyards, 
Ellijay 
• Black Crowes, Ameris Bank Amphitheatre, 
Alpharetta
• Doug Easterly, Chateau Meichtry Winery, 
Talking Rock

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 22
Music

• Ringo Starr and His All Starr Band, Cobb 
Energy Performing Arts Centre, Atlanta
• Trombone Shorty, Cadence Bank 
Amphitheatre at Chastain Park, Atlanta 

FRIDAY, JUNE 24
Music

• Atlanta Symphony Orchestra and the 
Georgia Tech Chamber Choir perform 
music from “Final Fantasy,” Atlanta 
Symphony Hall (June 24, 25)
• Craig Hendricks, C’est la Vie, Marble Hill 

Other
• Summer Film Festival, “Casablanca,” Fox 
Theatre, Atlanta 
• Kurtis Conner Live, Cobb Energy 
Performing Arts Centre, Atlanta

SATURDAY, JUNE 25
Music

• Kaleigh Courson, Fainting Goat Vineyard, 
Jasper
• Surrender Hill, Chateau Meichtry Winery, 
Talking Rock 
• Hush Money, Cartecay Vineyards, Ellijay 
• Michael Fermil, C’est la Vie, Marble Hill 

Other
• Summer Film Festival, “Coco,” “Saturday 
Night Fever,” Fox Theatre, Atlanta 

SUNDAY, JUNE 26
Music

• Sock Monkey, Fainting Goat Vineyard, 
Jasper
• Dennis John, Cartecay Vineyards, Ellijay 
• The Masked Singer Tour, Fox Theatre, 
Atlanta 
• Mark Miller, Chateau Meichtry Winery, 
Talking Rock 

MONDAY, JUNE 27
Music

• Kane Brown, The Chainsmokers, Ameris 
Bank Amphitheatre, Alpharetta

TUESDAY, JUNE 28
Music

• Backstreet Boys, Ameris Bank 
Amphitheatre, Alpharetta

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 29
Theatre 

• “The Little Pirate Mermaid,” Center for 
Puppetry Arts, Atlanta (through Aug. 7)

Music
• Chicago and Brian Wilson, Ameris Bank 
Amphitheatre, Alpharetta

Always confirm dates and times with venues

1

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 1
Theatre

• “Swindlers,” Aurora Theatre, 
Lawrenceville (through June 5)
• “Roe,” Horizon Theatre, Atlanta (through 
June 12)
• “Trading Places,” Alliance Theatre, Atlanta 
(through June 26)

Other
• Origami in the Garden, Atlanta Botanical 
Garden, Atlanta (through Oct. 16)
• Art for Lunch with Booth Historian Jim 
Dunham, Booth Western Art Museum, 
Cartersville
• Lifelong Learning Celebration, High 
Museum of Art, Atlanta
• “Pirelli: The Story of a Company – A 150-
Year History of Passion and Innovation,” 
Savoy Automobile Museum, Cartersville 
(through Sept. 4)
• The American Art Deco exhibit, Savoy 
Automobile Museum, Cartersville (through 
July 31)

THURSDAY, JUNE 2
Theatre

• Disney’s “Frozen,” Fox Theatre, Atlanta 
(through June 12)

FRIDAY, JUNE 3
Music

• Rickey Cole, C’est la Vie, Marble Hill 
• Koe Wetzel, Coca-Cola Roxy, Atlanta
• Bonnie Raitt, Cadence Bank Amphitheatre 
at Chastain Park, Atlanta 

SATURDAY, JUNE 4
Music

• Brit Floyd, Cobb Energy Performing Arts 
Centre, Atlanta
• Steve & Steve, C’est la Vie, Marble Hill 
• The Mad Hatters: A Tom Petty 
Tribute, Holly Theatre, Dahlonega
• Dierks Bentley, Ameris Bank 
Amphitheatre, Alpharetta
• Chad Bowman, Fainting Goat Vineyard, 
Jasper
• Jesse Black, Cartecay Vineyards, Ellijay 
• Man Bites Dog, Chateau Meichtry Winery, 
Talking Rock
• Barenaked Ladies, Cadence Bank 
Amphitheatre at Chastain Park, Atlanta 

SUNDAY, JUNE 5
Music

• The Gilmour Project, 50th Anniversary of 
Dark Side of the Moon, Atlanta Symphony 
Hall
• Travis Bowlin, Cartecay Vineyards, Ellijay 
• Shani Hadden Palmer, Fainting Goat 
Vineyard, Jasper
• Steve & Steve, Chateau Meichtry Winery, 
Talking Rock 

MONDAY, JUNE 6
Music

• Atlanta Symphony Woodwind Quintet 
(Casual Classics Concert Series), Fellowship 
Presbyterian Church, Jasper

TUESDAY, JUNE 7
Music

• Doobie Brothers, Ameris Bank 
Amphitheatre, Alpharetta

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 8
Theatre

• “Orphie and the Book of Heroes,” 
Woodstock Arts, Woodstock (through June 
22)

THURSDAY, JUNE 9
Music

• Delta Classical Season Finale, ASO, Atlanta 
Symphony Hall (through June 12)
• Russ, Coca-Cola Roxy, Atlanta
• Indigo Girls, Cadence Bank Amphitheatre 
at Chastain Park, Atlanta 

FRIDAY, JUNE 10
Music

• Rebelution: Good Vibes Summer Tour, 
Coca-Cola Roxy, Atlanta
• Andrew Black, C’est la Vie, Marble Hill 

SATURDAY, JUNE 11
Music

• Honeybone Godson, C’est la Vie, Marble 
Hill 
• Ben Rector, Ameris Bank Amphitheatre, 
Alpharetta
• Flogging Molly & The Interrupters, Coca-
Cola Roxy, Atlanta
• Gene Ponder, Chateau Meichtry Winery, 
Talking Rock
• Gregg Erwin, Cartecay Vineyards, Ellijay 
• Layne Denton, Fainting Goat Vineyard, 
Jasper

SUNDAY, JUNE 12
Theatre

• C.S. Lewis’s, “The Great Divorce,” Cobb 
Energy Performing Arts Centre, Atlanta

Music
• Tears for Fears, Ameris Bank 
Amphitheatre, Alpharetta
• Surrender Hill, Chateau Meichtry Winery, 
Talking Rock 
• Gabe & Jadie, Cartecay Vineyards, Ellijay 
• Randy Dobson, Fainting Goat Vineyard, 
Jasper

TUESDAY, JUNE 14
Music

• Steely Dan, Cadence Bank Amphitheatre 
at Chastain Park, Atlanta 

18
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Wine

®

 The tour “depends on the experience 
they’re looking for,” Rhonda Bennett 
says. The trip is customized as the client 
wishes: from a typical wine tour with 3-4 
winery tastings to a tour including stops 
for waterfalls and other scenery, restau-
rant meals and other desired diversions. 
 “You can have a great day of travel 
and touring – not just going to wineries, 
but a little bit of everything,” adds her hus-
band. “Clients can design their own tours.”
 DahloneGO also offers wine tour taxis 
for couples wanting to visit 3-4 wineries 
during the day.
 Wine tours focus on North Georgia, 
particularly Lumpkin and White counties 
and into Pickens County, says DahloneGO 
marketing representative Jill Cain.
 “We have a party bus as well that we 
use for an array of custom tours and wed-
ding shuttles,” says Jim Bennett. “It has a 
TV, laser lights, a sound system, perimeter 
seating and is blacked out.” He said plans 
are to install a large-screen TV for games 
and “a wine bar and hors d’oeuvres bar for 
our guests on the bus, down the road.”
 Future DahloneGO plans also call for 
additional scenic and history tours, more 
diverse weekday options and the establish-
ment of Venue at 223 (at 223 Torrington 
Drive in Dahlonega) as a 115-capacity struc-
ture for small weddings, corporate events, 
catered dinners, musical performances and 
dinner theater.
 Providing wedding transportation for 
up to 200 people going to rehearsals, din-
ner, ceremony and reception constitutes a 
large part of DahloneGO’s business, says 
Jim Bennett, adding that “a lot of weddings 
take place at wineries and vineyards.”
 The Bennetts say they expected a 
slow start but soon discovered there was 
significant need for what they have to offer 
and have been busy since opening.
 Tours typically pick up clients at their 
hotel, lodge or resort locations with an 
itinerary worked out in advance.
 “Every tour and wedding is different” 
with customized features, says Jim Bennett, 
but prices to transport parties of six are 
around $575, $700 for eight and about 
$1,000 for a 21-passenger shuttle.
 “There are a lot of wineries” in North 
Georgia, “and they’re more prevalent every 
day,” he says. “Some wines here are said to 
be among the finest in the world. Venues 
are greatly improved, and some tasting 
rooms and vineyards are well-established.
 “We try to educate our clientele in 
deciding where they want to go.
 “The wine tour experience offers 
beautiful vistas in a relaxed setting where 
you enjoy flights of wines. It makes a very 

relaxing day.”
 “It’s also a beautiful drive to all the 
venues,” adds his wife, “incorporating 
wineries, eateries and sceneries.”

(DahloneGO.com)
ATL Vineyard Express

 Thirty years of wine knowledge is 
the pour at ATL Vineyard Express, which 
shares that experience with small groups 
guided through tastings in the North Geor-
gia mountains.
 ATL Vineyard Express “is not a party 
bus,” says owner Tom Ward, and no 
outside alcohol is allowed so guests don’t 
become so intoxicated that they jeopardize 
Ward’s relationships with his winery part-
ners. “I bring people interested in learning” 
about wines and having “an experience 
you don’t get off the street,” he says.
 Employed at age 20 at a Crown Wine 
& Liquor store in Florida, Ward “for the 
first time tasted wine that didn’t come out 
of a box and realized I liked wine. I wanted 
to taste wines that got high ratings.”
 He got to taste more wine serving as 
a pourer for a friend’s business in Atlanta 
but realized “how little I knew” about wine 
after taking a job at Total Wine. He boost-
ed his knowledge and credentials by earn-
ing high certification as a Bordeaux expert, 

North Georgia Wine Tours owner Josh Walker joins a 
bachelorette party his tour has taken to wineries in the 
North Georgia mountains. PHOTO COURTESY NORTH GEORGIA 

WINE TOURS

serving as a Riesling sales representative 
for a German winery and achieving Wine 
and Spirits Education Trust (WSET) Level 
2 certification, with distinction. Ward 
says that was the certification he wanted, 
adding that sommelier designation applies 
more to “the hospitality industry, and that 
was not my focus.”
 Ward had organized small wine tours 
in Napa Valley, Calif., for friends a number 
of times over the years and was encour-
aged to monetize that skill. But he says 
Napa tours can cost $5,000 to $10,000 for a 
group of four going there, and his mother 
urged Ward to capitalize on his relation-
ships with North Georgia wineries to offer 
local wine tours.
 ATL Vineyard Express winery part-
ners are Wolf Mountain Vineyards, Kaya 
Vineyard & Winery, Serenity Cellars, 
Three Sisters Vineyards, Cavender Creek 
Vineyards and Frogtown Cellars. Its Ellijay 
area wine partners are Engelheim Vine-
yard, Chateau Meichtry Family Vineyard 
& Winery, Ott Farms and Vineyards, Buck-
ley Vineyards Farm & Winery, Cartecay 
Vineyards and Bear Claw Vineyards.
 Ward offers four tour options and 
usually picks up riders at their homes. 
He chooses three wineries where clients 
sample 4-6 tastings at each in the Standard 
Tour. 
 Clients can choose wineries that ar-
en’t among ATL Vineyard Express’s wine 
partners in the Custom Tour, which has a 
base rate of $954 for a minimum of six in 
the party. Clients also choose the wineries 
in a Private Tour, which has a base rate 
of $2,160 for up to 12 passengers. Special 
Events Tours can include wineries as well 
as such diversions as haunted house visits 
at Halloween that are requested by clients.
 “We discuss what the customer wants 
to experience,” says Ward, with an eye 

on spending more time in wineries and 
less time traveling. “People want different 
things, so I try to find a variety that’s in 
their wheelhouse.”
 ATL Vineyard Express provides wine 
tastings and food, with clients responsible 
only for gratuities. 
 Some wineries have wine-knowl-
edgeable staff who explain nuances and 
educate tasters, but Ward is ready to step 
in as the wine guide if not.
 Ward guided ATL Vineyard Express’s 
first North Georgia wine tour in 2019, 
took 2020 off to avoid COVID exposure 
but says “last year was a record year” as 
wineries adapted with patio expansions 
and other safety measures. He adds that 
currently “wineries are not seeing a down-
turn in business because of the economic 
environment.”
 He says Georgia wineries offer 
diverse on-premise experiences but that 
many can grow their businesses with 
off-premise sales through wine clubs and 
shipping. Wine “distribution is a challenge 
in Georgia,” he says.
 “There are opportunities for wineries 
to differentiate themselves and stand out,” 
adds Ward. For example, he says “wine 
slushies sell like crazy” and are usually 
made with the boxed wine of Ward’s first 
wine experiences rather than the winery’s 
wines.
 Ward says he’s “very hands-on” with 
ATL Vineyard Express tours, wanting to 
share his passion for the wine industry. 
Responsibility-free wine tours “are a won-
derful escape from in-town living, even on 
rainy days. You get to experience amazing 
views and great wines and get back home 
safely.
 “It’s a business, but you get to taste 
wonderful things along the way.”

(atlvineyardexpress.com)

An ancient truck is part of the ambience at Buckley Vineyards Farm & 
Winery, where wine enthusiasts and groups celebrating life events can 
sample the bounty of North Georgia on their own or on organized wine 
tours. PHOTO COURTESY ATL VINEYARD EXPRESS

The views at Chateau Meichtry Family 
Vineyard & Winery are spectacular. PHOTO 

COURTESY ATL VINEYARD EXPRESS
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DAVID DANZIG

Wicked
City Eats

Atrium
 Ponce City Market has been a marvel 
of mixed-use development, particularly 
with its magnificent curation of restau-
rants and retail. The latest entrant of 
excellence is Atrium which lives at the 
end of the bustling Food Hall beneath 
a blazing neon sign. The atmosphere 
conjures up a little Miami Vice, a little Old 
Havana and a little Alice in Wonderland. 
The eclectic menu draws influence from 
Israel, France and the U.S., a nod to the 
owner Tal Baum’s life journey.      
 Offerings include steak frites, a fancy 
burger, mussels, foie gras and Georgia 
trout. I had the tuna crudo, octopus and a 
dynamite Joyce Farms chicken dish, each 
served in its own unique crockery while 
the cocktail program cleverly reinvents 
the martini, piña colada and margarita.  
Ponce City Market continues to astound 
with its roster of top-tier original, inde-
pendent restaurants—and Atrium raises 
that bar even higher. 

Pala
 For over a decade, Atlanta locals and 
many visitors have come to know the 
Antico phenomenon created by Giovanni 
(“Gio”) Di Palma. It started with authentic 
Neapolitan-style pizza run out of a barren 
warehouse near Georgia Tech. Soon lines 
formed around the block and before long, 
DiPalma opened several other concepts 
on the same block now called Little Italia 
(Gio’s Chicken, Gio’s Sicilian, Panne Anti-
co and Tropicalia). 
 Now, with Pala, Gio brings his son, 
Johnny, into the fold with a small café 
offering a few greatest hits in West Buck-
head on West Paces. A “pala” is the shovel 
that a baker uses to slide dough in and 
out of the oven (the original Antico pala 
proudly hangs above the counter). Order 
little pizzas (pinsas) or slightly larger ones 
(palas) as well as incredible artisan-quality 
sandwiches like meatball parmesan and 
Caprese. Also, save room for sweet and 
savory baked goods as well as imported 
gelato and other sweets from Italy.   

Mujō
 What started as a pop-up takeaway 
sushi concept during the pandemic has 
evolved into one of the buzziest openings 
on the Atlanta scene in years. Mujō only 

Pizza, sushi and burgers … oh my

seats 15 diners at a time but the intimate 
experience is mind-blowing. From the 
skilled knife of Tokyo-trained chef Trent 
Harris comes a multi-course journey 
known as Omakase, or “Chef’s Choice,” 
showcasing some of the most exquisite 
bites of fish on the planet, along with some 
of the most subtle techniques for prepar-
ing and serving these tiny masterpieces. 
The tariff for this experience is not for the 
cash-strapped nor faint of heart: $205 per 
person (not including alcohol, tax, tip nor 
the myriad of “enhancements” that will be 

offered) but if you value world-class, you 
strap yourself in for a two-hour culinary 
odyssey that you will never forget.

Burgers, burgers, burgers
 NYC phenomenon Shake Shack just 
opened their latest outpost at the edge of 
Piedmont Park at Piedmont and 12th next 
to long-time park purveyor, Willy’s Mexi-
cana Cantina. The addition of a renowned 
chain like Shake Shack that is well-run and 
deliciously executed represents a huge 
addition to the park which in many ways 
is a food desert. Speaking of renowned 

burger chains, Whataburger, the legend-
ary chain from Texas, will be opening 
eight locations in the next two years with 
Kennesaw and Woodstock first on the 
docket. Now, all we need is an In-N-Out 
Burger from the West Coast to complete 
the burger chain trifecta!
 

David Danzig is a 
lifelong Atlantan 
omnivore who identifies 
as “he’s hungry.” He 
has contributed to 
many publications 
and hosts a weekly 
segment on 95.5 FM 
WSB called “Breaking 
Chews.” Email david@

bitesnsites.net or follow him on social 
media at @bitesnsites.

DAVID DANZIG

Entering Mujō, the new Japanese 
experience in West Midtown. Making sushi magic at Mujō.

Small pizzas at Pala, the new café from 
the creator of Antico Pizza.

The new Atrium, just opened in Ponce 
City Market.

The new Pala now open in Buckhead from 
the creator of Antico Pizza.

The new Shake Shack that just opened at 
the edge of Piedmont Park.

The Vesper Martini service at Atrium.Tuna Crudo at Ponce City Market’s Atrium. PHOTOS BY DAVID DANZIG
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ARTSY CHOW ROAMER

The Curious
Corner

So often these days eating
Indian food passes for spirituality.
I don’t meditate, I don’t pray, but

I eat two samosas every day.
~American songwriter Dan Bern

W
hen my husband and I 
were dating, one of the 
first places I took him for 
good beer, spicy food and 

long conversations was a little hole-in-
the-wall Indian restaurant called Raja, 
up on Peachtree Road in Atlanta. It was 
family owned, kind of dark inside and they 
used to store dry goods in the bathrooms 
in their small, less than stellar space. I 
know… it doesn’t sound like much, but 
we loved it and went often. So much so 
that the Saha’s faces would light up with 
big smiles when we would come through 
the door, sorta like when you visit your 
grandparents, ya know?
 We made many good food memo-
ries in that place through the years as 
we celebrated marriages, waited on a 
favored niece to be born up the street and 
followed them to their new and better 
digs up in Buckhead. I still dream about 
Chicken Korma sweetened with bananas, 
Papadums dripping with tamarin and 
mint sauces and Lamb Vindaloo that left 
your mouth feeling a little more than 
warmed.
 Awhile back we felt like Indian and 
headed their way only to be disappoint-
ed to discover developers had eaten up 
their location. They had quietly closed 
the doors and retired. I miss them. But I 
recently found a place that reminds me 
of them. Sitar is located right across the 
street from the aquarium in downtown 
Chattanooga, making it pretty easy to get 
to from the interstate. I got a wonderful 
sense of deja vu as we wondered around 
the corner to find the entrance under the 
stairs.
 I opened the door and a pleasant blast 
of curry and warm bread hit me from 
the lunch buffet. The gentle music of the 
sitar was playing in the background while 
pictures of the Taj Mahal beckoned from 
the walls and candles glimmered softly in 
the darkened interior. Yes, I said to my-
self, this feels like the place, a bit kitschy 

Enjoying Indian food in Chattanooga

Samosas are delicious crispy fried pockets 
with tender veggie and tamarin sauce.

A cold Taj beer goes well with papadums 
and spicy sweet condiments. 

The moody interior at Sitar is perfect for 
date night. PHOTOS BY ARTSY CHOW ROAMER  

Naan bread is a super scooper for tender 
creamy Chicken Korma. 

with a touch of Bollywood. It wasn’t that 
busy (for those of us who continue to 
worry about all things crowded). Our host 
smiled broadly and showed us to a comfy 
booth in the corner laying our menus in 
front of us.
 I ordered a glass of white wine and 
my husband ordered a tall Taj Mahal … 
just like we used to do. I know I am in the 
right place when the menu is like eight 
pages long, has pictures and takes a while 
for you to decide what you want (like we 
didn’t already know). So we asked for an 
order of papadums with all the condi-
ments possible and they arrived with our 
drinks in short order so we could nosh 
while perusing. They were crisp and hot, 
but missing the pepper flakes I was used 
to.
 It didn’t really matter once you start-
ed dipping them in onion relish, mint and 
tamarin sauces. Tamarin is my favorite 
and this one was really good. The sweet-
sour flavor goes so well with so many 
different food items I could put it on shoe 

leather and lap it up. Next up, an order of 
Samosas and Onion Bhaji. For those who 
don’t know, these are little fried pockets of 
heaven; peas and potatoes for the former 
and simply onions in dredge for the latter. 
Everyone’s recipes vary but the secret is 
in the frying. They need to remain moist 
and not overdone with clean fresh oil 
when at their best. I will admit that I was 
a little concerned with the fry color on the 
Bhaji’s when they arrived, but they were 
delicious, puffy crisp little pillows of oni-
ony goodness while the samosas offered 
crisp tender veggies that soaked up sauce.
 There were so many different meats 
to choose—from chicken, lamb or goat 
to fish, shrimp and scallops. I considered 
trying their Mulligatawny or coconut 
soup, but decided not to push it. Tan-
doori specialties were listed along with 
many choices of Roti Char (breads) like 
Naan and Paratha done in a variety of 
ways. There’s an impressive list of chef’s 
specialties and combination dinners if you 
are of a mind to try many things together. 

If you are a vegetarian, there are excellent 
offerings that include potatoes, spinach, 
peas, mixed vegetables and chickpeas. 
There are also a lot of rice dishes from 
fried with cumin seed, or vegetables to 
mains mixed with chicken, lamb or shrimp 
in a Biryani style.
 We opted for an aromatic rice, Naan 
bread, Chicken Korma and Lamb Vindaloo 
and sat back to wait for all the little silver 
dishes to arrive. When they did, I was 
hard pressed not to clap my hands togeth-
er and rub in glee. Everything smelled so 
wonderful and looked so creamy and lush. 
My British friend and I enjoy cooking Indi-
an together and agree it is one of the more 
difficult foods to master. It is labor inten-
sive and requires the constant watching 
and stirring of pots all day as they slowly 
stew and make the meats fork-tender and 
the sauces intense with flavors.
 My Korma was wonderful. The meat 
was so tender and the sauce was thick and 
sweet. The only thing I missed was the 
addition of bananas to sweeten it further. 
The Vindaloo was very spicy in the best 
of ways and the lamb just melted in my 
mouth. We used the yummy Naan and 
rice to scoop up condiments and sauces 
and ate as much as we could hold. We still 
had to ask for take away boxes.
 Indian food is expensive perhaps 
compared to others, but knowing the la-
bor involved and getting two meals out of 
it makes it not only good for the soul but 
for the purse as well. Sitar offers a daily 
buffet and most of the people there were 
going back and forth trying many different 
kinds of food.  
 Put this downtown restaurant on 
your radar the next time you visit or are 
passing through Chattanooga. I’ll bet it’s 
cozy and dark for dinner and will make 
for a great date night where dinner can be 
long and filled with little silver dishes of 
deliciousness to share. It has worked well 
for us and I am glad we found another 
Raja to welcome us into their Indian 
home. We’ll be back often.

Artsy is a freelance 
writer, columnist and 
full-time blogger at 
ArtsyChowRoamer.
com. The North 
Georgia mountains and 
Big Canoe offer the 
beauty, inspiration and 

quiet for the lonely endeavor of writing. 
Her husband and furry travel buddies 
are the best partners in crime. Don’t be a 
stranger, follow her on Facebook, Pinterest, 
Instagram & Twitter.
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U
nlike Valérie Lemercier’s “Aline,” which was 
batsh!t crazy in the worst possible ways; 
Daniel Kwan and Daniel Scheinert’s “Every-
thing, Everywhere, All at Once,” is batsh!t 

crazy in the best possible ways. After months of built-up 
hype and anticipation from fans of Kwan and Scheinert 
(also known professionally as the moniker Daniels); I can 
safely confirm the wild, trippy, colorful, out-of-this-world, 
sci-fi epic lives up to expectations. One of the most 
original films to come out this season holds its own with 
completely original characters played by mostly charac-
ter actors. “Everything, Everywhere, All at Once” reminds 
viewers that with the right minds and teams of people in 
the cast and crew, anything is possible in cinema.
 In modern Simi Valley, California, 50-something 
Evelyn Wang (Michelle Yeoh) is not having a good day. 
Her elderly father (James Hong) is visiting America after 
years of ignoring her, Evelyn’s husband, Waymond (Ke 
Huy Quan), and their daughter Joy (Stephanie Hsu). 
Evelyn and Waymond’s local laundromat is on the verge 
of being audited, Waymond secretly wants a divorce and 
Evelyn is in denial Joy is a lesbian. Before anything could 
get worse, Waymond suddenly hands Evelyn a set of ran-
dom instructions and a small pair of headphones which—
quite literally—rock her world. Jamie Lee Curtis co-stars 
as the IRS agent scheduled to meet with the Wang family, 
while Jenny Slate and Harry Shum, Jr. appear in amusing 
roles. 

Alternate universes and time travel are very tricky to pull 
off in fiction, especially parallel multi-universes. But the 
Daniels totally succeed with “Everything, Everywhere, All 
at Once,” and were smart to keep the universes always 
somewhat relevant to Evelyn’s life or past, even in the 
craziest scenarios. Yeoh is perfect lead casting, from the 
action star background, to knowing multiple languag-
es, to appearing glamorous, to being portrayed as both 
ordinary and extraordinary. Quan, whom most last saw 
four decades ago in Steven Spielberg’s “Indiana Jones 
& the Temple of Doom” (1984) and Richard Donner’s 
“The Goonies” (1985), is now back on the big screen in a 
wonderful way. Right away we see Quan’s potential and 
charm as a child actor weren’t flukes, and he can still car-
ry a scene in his first substantial, grown-up role. And just 
like Yeoh, Quan shows off his own impressive martial 
arts choreography training many times in “Everything, 
Everywhere.” 
 The Daniels are the same duo who gave us “Swiss 
Army Man” (2016), or “the farting corpse movie,” as 
sometimes referred to; and many bizarrely fascinating 
music videos, most famously DJ Snake’s “Turn Down 
for What” (2014). With “Everything, Everywhere, All at 
Once,” we get their talents spread wide and far. They’re 
twice as wacky as the Coen Brothers, but just as accessi-
ble to an audience. Besides the impressive special effects, 
fast editing, absurd humor, unusual twists and wild nar-
rative, we also get one of the most effective and hilarious 
fake endings in recent memory. If there’s one thing to 
slightly pick with “Everything, Everywhere,” it’s that the 
Daniels—like most talented filmmakers—could trust their 
editor a little bit more. While still a great screen experi-
ence, the pacing and length of the feature could also have 
easily been tightened by omitting maybe 15-20 minutes.
 Nonetheless, for one of the most original, enter-
taining, strangest, unforgettable movies in theaters right 
now—that also forms into a surprisingly touching moth-

MEGAN BIANCO

Megan 
At The Movies

FEATURED LISTINGS

Lot 262 Maple Lane, $11,000, FMLS #6909638 • SOLD

Lot 263 Maple Lane, $11,000, FMLS #6909622 • SOLD

Lot 343 Oak Trace W, $20,000, FMLS #6909560 • NEW LISTING

8254 Cox Mtn Dr. • $155,000 • FMLS #6764422 • SOLD

8255 Cox Mtn Dr. • $125,000 • FMLS #5777750 • SOLD

00 Valley View Drive, Jasper • $64,900 • FMLS #6660473 • SOLD

476 Sanderlin Mtn Dr. S. • $140,000 • FMLS #6740302 • STUNNING VIEWS

436 Sanderlin Mtn Dr. S. • $140,000 • FMLS #6740294 • STUNNING VIEWS

5075 Sanderlin Mtn. Dr. S. • $140,000 • FMLS #6740284

COMMERCIAL LAND

00 Foothills Pkwy • $200,000 • FMLS #6677878 • UNDER CONTRACT

70 Foothills Pkwy • $175,000 • FMLS #6677863

70 Foothills Pkwy • $175,000 • FMLS #6677850

Maggie R. Hosmer, Associate Broker
www.HarryNormanBC.com

C: 706-273-4256   •   O: 770-893-2400 
Maggie.Hosmer@HarryNorman.com

2021 President for The Pickens County Board of Realtors 
2019 & 2018 Director for the Pickens County Board of  Realtors

2021, 2020, 2019, 2018 & 2017 Recipient of  the Circle of  Excellence Award

SOLD

140 Sconti Ridge, Unit 424, 
Big Canoe, GA 

$185,000, 3BR/2BA, 
FMLS #6710592

SOLD

139 Shallowford Road 
Kennesaw 

$325,000, 4BR/2BA

SOLD

113 Dogwood Lane
Big Canoe

 $310,000, 3BR/2.5BA

533 McElroy Mtn Drive
Big Canoe, $560,000 

5BR/3.5BA, FMLS #7045226

NEW LISTING W/LAKE VIEW

SOLD

189 Willow Drive
Big Canoe

$560,000, 4BR/4.5BA 
FMLS #6823209

182 Sconti Ridge, Unit 440
Big Canoe, $299,000 

3BR/2BA, FMLS #7004801

SOLD

41 Shady Oak Lane
 $400,000, 3BR/2BA 

FMLS #6968706

SOLD

190 Goldmine Road
 Ellijay, $779,000

3BR/2.5BA, FMLS #6950669

SOLD

20 Sconti Ridge, Unit 401, 
$253,000, 2BR/2BA

FMLS #6990315

SOLD

LOTS & LAND

ARTIST GALLERY: THOM LONG

Big Canoe
Artists Club

“Have Another” acrylics on 11x14 canvas by Thom 
Long.

The Big Canoe Artists Club meets most first 
Thursdays of the month at 10 a.m. in the Broyles 
Community Center at the Big Canoe Chapel. 
Membership in the club is $25 per year, and is 
open to all Big Canoe property owners regardless 
of skill level. Members enjoy the camaraderie, 
educational and collective exhibit and marketing 
opportunities provided by association with the 
club. For information about club membership or 
club artists and their work visit bigcanoeartists.
com.

PHOTO CREDIT AGBO / A24 FILMS

‘Everything, Everywhere, All at Once’
er-daughter tale—consider “Everything, Everywhere, All 
at Once.”

Megan Bianco is a southern 
California-based movie reviewer and 
film historian, providing entertainment 
content exceeding 700 published 
articles to various publications 
since 2010. She has a degree in 
Film Criticism & Screenwriting 
from California State University, 
Northridge. You can follow her on 
Instagram @moviemuses.MEGAN BIANCO

Join us for our Open House 

Saturday, June 4th

55 Burnt Mountain Road, Jasper, GA 30143

Bring your family and check it out.

Activities will be starting at Noon:

• Hotdogs & Soft Drinks

• Open Crafting Day projects

• Folk Art with Becca

• Decoupage Doggie Sign

Pet Friendly-all pets on leash, please.

Call us with questions!

Duchess: 706-851-4919

Becca: 706-889-1857

ANTIQUES, COLLECTIBLES & ODDITIES

NORTHSIDE 
         CURIOSITY
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The best move you’ll ever make.TM

Ready for a Change?
Live in our Award Winning

Community featuring ...

Beautiful homes with

One Floor Living, No Step

Entries & Low Maintenance

Stop by for a Visit or

Call us Today

C: 770-335-7675

Independent & Assisted Living

On Steve Tate Hwy Between 
Big Canoe®’s Main & North Gates

©2006 Harry Norman, Realtors, A HomeServices of America, Inc. Company. All rights reserved. Licensed in Georgia and North Carolina. Equal Housing Opportunity.  Big Canoe is a registered service mark of Big 
Canoe Company, LLC. Harry Norman, Realtors  is not affiliated with the Big Canoe Company, LLC, and no such representation is intended or implied.  Information believed to be accurate but not warranted. 

200 Foothills Parkway, Marble Hill, GA 30148 • 770-893-2400

HARRY NORMAN, REALTORS®

LAND & HOME SITES:
0 HUNT GIN RD, $950,000, FMLS #7039643
0 HWY 53 E., $499,900, FMLS #6941509 
37 PETIT RIDGE DR, $249,000, FMLS #6871470***PRICE CHANGE
70 FOOTHILLS PKWY, #1 - $200,000, FMLS #6677878 – UNDER CONTRACT
70 FOOTHILLS PKWY, #2 - $175,000, FMLS #6677863
70 FOOTHILLS PKWY, #3 - $175,000, FMLS #6677850
8268 COX MTN LN, $129,000, FMLS #7009482 - ***PRICE CHANGE
8254 COX MTN DR, $155,000, FMLS #6764422 - SOLD
476 SANDERLIN MTN DR S. - $140,000, FMLS #6740302 
436 SANDERLIN MTN DR S. - $140,000, FMLS #6740294 
5075 SANDERLIN MTN DR S. - $140,000, FMLS #6740284 
LOT 23 WHISPER PLACE, $119,900, FMLS #6991403
2584 SUMMIT CIRCLE, $100,000, FMLS #7023678 
8112 DISHAROON DRIVE - $55,000, FMLS #6906201 ** PRICE CHANGE 
1207 DEER RUN RIDGE- $79,0000, FMLS #6994325 
2569 WILDERNESS PKWY, $50,000, FMLS #7026130 
2566 WILDERNESS PKWY, $49,000, FMLS#6930110 
612 FAWN COURT, $36,000, FMLS #6902698 **PRICE CHANGE
LOT 343 OAK TRACE W., $20,000, FMLS #6909560  
LOT 262 MAPLE LN, $11,000, FMLS #6909638- SOLD
LOT 263 MAPLE LN., $11,000, FMLS #6909622 - SOLD
229 STONE CLIFF DRIVE, $10,000, FMLS #6808920 – SOLD
8159 BLACKGUM DRIVE, $5,000, FMLS #6834047 – SOLD 
52 COLUMBINE DRIVE, $4,500, FMLS #6864165 – SOLD

www.HarryNormanBC.comSee all our listings at ...

Broker/Owner

Doug 
Hosmer

 Maggie 
Hosmer 

Jay 
Foster

Bert 
Sellars

Meg
Rooney

Shelby
Collins

Paul
Foretich

Jack
Updegraff

Tania                        
Baaske

Alice 
Lee 

Helen 
Carlock

Wanda
Stewart

5618 Hwy 52, Dawsonville • $1,985,000
FMLS #6856942

44+ ACRES W/LAKE

164 Bobcat Ridge Dr. • $1,400,000 
4BR/6.5BA, FMLS #7013931

UNDER CONTRACT

3890 Steve Tate Hwy. • $595,000
FMLS #6978977

NEW COMMERCIAL LISTING

5794 Wilderness Pkwy • $849,000 
5BR/3FB/2HB, FMLS# 6931783

LAKE VIEWS

27 Whisper Place • $859,000
4BR/4BA, FMLS #6943273

NEW LISTING

Lot 34 Village Way • $685,000 
4BR/3BA, FMLS #6942375

NEW CONSTRUCTION LISTING

105 Crested Iris Circle • $475,000 
4BR/3.5BA, FMLS #7006225

UNDER CONTRACT

Bobby
Parish

15 Wild Turkey Lane • $595,000 
3BR/2.5BA, FMLS #7027303

NEW LISTING

Shaylyn 
Padgett

533 McElroy Mtn DrIve • $560,000 
5BR/3.5BA, FMLS #7045226

UNDER CONTRACT

• Luxury Independent Living Homes

• Luxury Independent Living Townhomes

• Full Service Assisted Living - Q2 - 2023

• Community Garden

• Dog Park

• “The Gathering” Town Center

• Walking Paths

• On Blackwell Creek

Summit Lodge

Assisted Living

Townhomes

SFR Homes

Bill 
Nickerson

1332 Cox Mtn Drive • $1,289,000 
4BR/3.5BA, FMLS#6982768

SOLD

96 White Aster Lane • $975,000 
4BR/4.5BA, FMLS #7024583

UNDER CONTRACT

87 Trotters Lane • $874,900 
4BR/4.5BA, FMLS #7020727

UNDER CONTRACT

18 Choctaw Ridge • $650,000
5BR/4.5BA, FMLS #7039438

NEW LISTING

61 Morgan Walk • $545,000 
3BR/2.5BA, FMLS #7043963

UNDER CONTRACT

182 Sconti Ridge, Unit #440 • $280,000
3BR/2BA, FMLS#7004801

SOLD
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Living

                                  BY ANITA ROSEN
                      arosen@smokesignalsnews.com

J ust 50 years ago, Father’s Day be-
came a national holiday. Its history 
is longer, though, tracing back to 
1910, when, through the efforts of 

Sonora Smart Dodd, Washington became 
the first state to recognize a day honoring 
male parents. 
 Subsequently, Presidents Wilson and 
Coolidge took up the baton, but it wasn’t 
till 1972 that Father’s Day was proclaimed a 
federal holiday by President Richard Nixon. 
This year, we celebrate fathers and, by 
extension, grandfathers on June 19. 

Demographics
 Historically, it was common for a 
household to include three generations, 
particularly if the family included a widow 
or widower. By 1940, that living arrange-
ment had declined precipitously, perhaps 
due to the passing of the Social Security 
Act in 1935. The monthly check allowed 
many grandparents a previously unknown 
level of economic security, and this inde-
pendence led many to live separately from 
their children. 
 Seventy years later, the U.S. 2010 
census reported a reversal of this trend. 
Likely driven by the Great Recession, the 
younger generation found itself needing the 
financial support of the older. Shared living 
arrangements grew 11-plus percent between 
2007 and 2010. More current information 
drawn from the bureau’s 2019 American 
Community Survey indicates 1 in 10 Amer-
ican children were living with at least one 
grandparent in the house.

The making of a grandfather
 Merriam-Webster offers a narrow 
definition of grandfather: “the father of one’s 
father or mother.” But this man may provide 
stability, security, sagacity, good times and 
unconditional love. He may assume the 
duties of advisor, teacher, babysitter or 
cheering squad. Throughout all, a grandfa-
ther shows his love through the gift of time. 
 Traditionally, men were not raised as 
nurturers. A man’s worth was frequently 
perceived by his income. Early retirement 
often was neither an economically sound 
nor a desired option. But societal norms, 
arguably led by Gen Xers, have shifted, 
allowing men more freedom in familial 
relationships. Grandfathers, perhaps follow-
ing the lead of their sons, are encouraged 
to develop caring relationships with their 
grandchildren. 
 The arts provide two wonderful exam-
ples of grandfathers assisting in child care. 
Peter Falk memorably portrays a cantanker-

“Traditionally, 
men were not raised 

as nurturers.”

A Granddad holds his grandchild’s hand for a while and his heart for a lifetime.
~Anonymous

“Modern family 
structures 
underscore 

the need for 
grandparents.”

ous granddad offering short-term help 
in the cinematic version of William 
Goldman’s “The Princess Bride.” 
Falk’s gruff nature is a cover for his 
affection and concern for his grand-
son, who is home feeling unwell.
 Johanna Spyri’s classic, 
“Heidi,” illustrates how a grand-
father can provide long-term 
care. This tale shows the dual 
benefits of a strong grand-re-
lationship. By the end of 
the story, led by Heidi’s 

exuberance, the embittered grandfather has 
morphed into an affectionate and support-
ive primary caregiver.
 Modern family structures underscore 
the need for grandparents. Single par-
ents—holding steady at about 15% of all 
parents—rely more heavily on the preced-
ing generation for assistance. The number 
of dual-income households, over half of all 

families, has similarly increased the need 
for child care, and, for many, 

outside care may not be 
affordable or desirable. 

(2020 U.S. Census Bureau’s 
America’s Families and Living 

Arrangements)
 The good news is the 

pool of grandparents has grown. 
With the baby-boom generation 

reaching retirement age, the 
Centers for Disease Control report-

ed a 21% increase in the number of 
grandparents from 2001 to 2017.

                        Enjoy!
 In an intact family, grandparents 

are inevitably second-tier, so effort may 
be needed to establish a strong grand-re-

lationship. It takes time to develop these 
connections, and the responsibility to lead 

the way rests with the older generation.
 With a proper alignment of expecta-
tions and abilities, the benefits to being an 
active grandfather are varied and many. 
Emotionally, interacting with a loved 
grandchild, particularly without being the 
disciplinarian, can make this phase of life 
rewarding. Setting a good example for the 
grands can bring physical benefits like more 
exercise and better dietary habits. Mentally, 
grandkids can help keep a grandfather sharp 
and may imbue him with a sense of pur-
pose lost upon retirement. A 2016 Boston 

University survey indicates both 
grandfather and grandchild 
are less likely to experience 

depression when engaged in 
a strong relationship.

 And really, what greater 
gift can a grandfather give? 

Whether it’s a game of catch, a 
book shared, a walk in the woods 

or a quiet moment talking about 
the child’s concerns, this time to-

gether is irreplaceable. Legacies are 
built by surrounding the grandchild 

with love and security, answering 
questions, passing along wisdom and 

family history—just being there.
         Whether he’s Grandpa, Pawpaw, 

Granddaddy or any variation thereon, 
June 19 is a good time to let your grandfa-

ther know how special he is.

Sometimes grandpa’s 
best part is his shoulder. 

PHOTO BY DANIEL ROSEN

Sometimes grandpas take you to the beach. PHOTO BY ANITA ROSEN

Sometimes 
grandpas let you be 
the captain. PHOTO BY DREW PAPKE

Sometimes grandpa’s music stops you in your 
tracks. PHOTO BY DREW PAPKE

Sometimes grandpas 
want a bite of your 

cookie. PHOTO BY 

RYAN CARROLL

Sometimes 
the holidays 
are just 
better with 
grandpa. 
PHOTO BY DREW 

PAPKE

“With a proper 
alignment of 
expectations 
and abilities, 

the benefits to 
being an active 
grandfather are 

varied and many.”

grandpaCelebrating
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DELAINE FARIS

Big Canoe Chapel
Women’s Fellowship

T
he Big Canoe Chapel Women’s Fellowship is 
grateful for the community support for our 
2022 major fundraiser, Books & More. “The 
success of the Books & More event was made 

possible by each and every person who wholeheartedly 
gave so much of their time and talents,” said Virginia 
Broadwater, co-vice president of fundraising. The list of 
charities benefiting from Books & More, as well as our 
other charitable fundraising events, is available on our 
website, women.bigcanoechapel.com, charitable giving.
 We continue our summer of spiritual growth and 
fellowship with two June events—Something Beautiful 
and Coffee with Holly—followed by Christmas in July. 
These occasions will bring beauty to heart and home. 
We hope you will join us by going to women.bigca-
noechapel.com to register your membership. You will re-
ceive our monthly newsletter and be added to our email 
list. Your friends and neighbors are always welcome. 

Something Beautiful
June 16

 What do you think of when you hear the word, 
“beautiful?” Perhaps you might envision one of God’s 
creations, such as a flower garden or colorful sunset. 
The Women’s Fellowship is proud to present, Something 
Beautiful, June 16, 10 a.m. to noon, at the chapel. The cost 
for this event is $20. You can register and pay online 
through June 5 on women.bigcanoechapel.com. 
 This summer event is an opportunity for each of us 
to share God’s definition of beauty, “Let your adornment 
be the inner self with the lasting beauty of a gentle and 
quiet spirit, which is very precious in God’s sight.” ~1 
Peter 3:4 
 Join us as we enjoy a refreshing summer brunch, 
create a beautiful floral arrangement using live flowers, 
and hear the testimony of one of our members, Mary 
Jane Burkhalter, who will share her love for Jesus and 
how He made “Something Beautiful” of her life. As the 
Good Book says, “He makes everything beautiful in His 
time.” ~Ecclesiastes 3:11

 Burkhalter was born and raised in the beautiful 
city of Savannah. She grew up in the church, going to 
worship, Sunday School, Training Union, Girls Auxiliary 
and VBS. As an adult, she taught youth in Sunday School 
for over 20 years and sang in the choir. Music is a big 
part of her life, and she views singing as a gift from God. 
She attended South Georgia College as a music major, 
voice performance, and represented Georgia in the Miss 
America Pageant. Married to her husband, Swint, for 51 
years, they have two sons. Put June 16 on your calendar; 
you will not want to miss the Something Beautiful sum-
mer event. Direct questions to Pam Hopper, Womens-
Fellowship@bigcanoechapel.org.

Coffee with Holly: 
‘What in the World is Going On?’

June 29
 This informal opportunity for discussion, 10-11:30 
a.m., in McCormick Hall at the Big Canoe Chapel, is a 
time of casual conversations. How do current events 

affect our daily walk? How can we thrive in our conten-
tious, confusing world? Come with questions and bring 
your Bibles to see what Jesus has to say about life today. 
Enjoy coffee, tea and snacks. Direct questions to Pam 
Hopper, WomensFellowship@bigcanoechapel.org.

Christmas in July
July 22-23

 Mark your calendars for Christmas in July at the 
chapel, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. This special, open-to-all, fund-
raising event is a time to do some serious Christmas 
shopping for beautiful holiday decorations and attire, all 
at bargain prices. You will find an incredible selection of 
gently used trees, wreaths, ornaments, pillows, rugs, tree 
skirts, stockings, holiday attire and Santas—everything 
you need for holiday hosting and decorating. All pro-
ceeds support charities in North Georgia, whose primary 
focus is the wellbeing of women and children.  

Looking ahead
 Aug. 6: The Festival @ The Terraces will return. A 
huge success last year, mark your calendar for this not-
to-be-missed event. The Terraces will come alive, 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m., with music, vendors, food and baked treats. To 
become involved, contact Debbie Jones, WomensFellow-
ship@bigcanoechapel.org. 
 Sept. 8: Beading Workshop at the chapel, 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m., is back by popular demand. Enjoy lunch and fellow-
ship while learning how to make beaded jewelry. All kits 
are different, so you will walk out with your own unique 
piece of jewelry. More details to come. 
 Sept. 17:  The Boot Scootin’ Boogie Benefit at the 
clubhouse, 6-9 p.m., is an informal fundraiser with every-
thing: barbecue dinner, country music, line dancing and 
opportunities to win fabulous auction items. Dust off that 
hat and polish those boots, and get ready for a knee-slap-
ping good time. More details to come. 
 For assistance navigating our new webpage or for 
a Calendar of Events, email us at WomensFellowship@
bigcanoechapel.org. This email address is available for 
you to ask any questions regarding the Women’s Fel-
lowship. Our webpage, women.bigcanoechapel.com, is 
beautiful and informative. Facebook fans can follow us at 
Big Canoe Chapel Women’s Fellowship and enjoy some 
of the most colorful posts ever posted. 

Open to all women, Big Canoe Chapel Women’s 
Fellowship is a welcoming, community-wide organization 
whose activities enrich members’ lives and create a legacy 
of caring and giving in the North Georgia area. Let us 
hear from you.

BY DIANE BARKER 

T
he next Travel Club meeting, 
originally scheduled for May 25, 
has been moved to Wednesday, 
June 1, 6 p.m., in the Mountain 

View room at the clubhouse. The program 
will feature AMA Waterways river cruises 
that run throughout Europe and a total of 16 
countries. 

April recap
 What is the national animal of Scot-
land? Well, if you attended the April Big Ca-
noe Travel Club meeting you would know. 
Along with a fun evening of Travel Trivia, 
Mike Ziegenbalg with Dream Vacations pre-
sented an informative meeting on the travel 
industry and an update on group offerings 
for 2023. 

 If Italy is on your bucket list, you don’t 
want to miss the private luxury tour Mike 
is putting together for our Travel Club 
in 2023. Also available next year is AMA 
Waterways’ “Colors of Provence,” departing 
August 2023. Sail from Lyon to Avignon on 
the beautiful Rhone River. Land extensions 
are available pre-cruise in Paris or post-tour 
in Nice. Contact Mike, 706-579-5005, for 
further information on either of these trips.
 Mike also spoke about Homeland 
Security’s Global Entry Program. If you 
plan on traveling outside the U.S., consider 
enrolling. Global Entry allows members to 
proceed to Global Entry kiosks, expediting 
your return to the United States. Global En-
try is not the same as TSA PreCheck, which 
allows travelers to have a smoother screen-
ing process when leaving the U.S. The 

good news is a TSA PreCheck is included 
in the Global Entry program, for which the 
membership fee—valid for five years—is 
$100. More information on the Global Entry 
Program can be found at globalentry.gov. 
You need to create an account to start the 
process; a background check, and in-person 
interview are required. It is currently taking 
60-90 days to receive approval.
 The meeting ended with groups 
splitting into teams for the Travel Trivia 
challenge. Which brings us back to the 
national animal of Scotland. If you guessed 
the unicorn, you would be right.
 The Travel Club ordinarily meets on 
the fourth Wednesday of every month. 
Meetings are free and no membership fee 
is charged. Come early for social time and a 
complimentary beverage.

BY FRAN HOLMAN

J
une Lit Lunch will be June 10, the second Friday of the 
month, at Village Station. The author to be discussed is 
Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings, who found her greatest liter-
ary success in rural Florida after purchasing an orange 

grove near Cross Creek in 1928. A decade later she would win 
the Pulitzer Prize for “The Yearling,” the poignant story of a 
young boy who adopts a fawn only to learn that choices in 
nature and in life have consequences.
 Rawlings was born in 1896 in Washington, D.C. She grad-
uated from the University of Wisconsin, where she studied 
with William Ellery Leonard, who “ordered her to write a 
story without adjectives or adverbs,” according to Rawlings’ 
biographer Ann McCutchan. Rawlings argued it was impossi-
ble. Leonard replied: “And I say it can! I guess I ought to know 
more about adjectives and adverbs than a schoolgirl!” 
 The eminent editor Maxwell Perkins was also influential 
in her literary evolution. Of her book “South Moon Under,” 
she writes to Maxwell: “If you like the book, I shall drink a 
quart of Bacardi in celebration. If you don’t like it, I shall drink 

a quart of Bacardi.” 
 The story Lit Lunchers will read for June is Chapter 4 of 
“Cross Creek,” published in 1942 and made into a film in 1983. 
Cross Creek is a place where: “There is no more formal get-
ting-acquainted than among the rabbits in the woods and the 
birds in the trees.” Yet, Chapter 4, titled “The Pound Party,” 
revolves around an invitation from Ella May Townsend: “… 
Mama says we’re having a pound party tomorrow evening 
and she’d be proud did you come.” Once at the party, “Ella 
May was assigned with a newspaper to sit beside me and fan 
my legs” to keep mosquitoes away. Though a story of time 
and place, it poses profound questions, including what consti-
tutes life well lived.  
 Join Lit Lunchers at the Village Station, noon on June 10, 
the second Friday (a one-time departure from first Friday), as 
we peruse “The Pound Party” and engage in discussion that 
is always lively, interesting and informative. Bring lunch or a 
snack from home or pick up from the clubhouse or Duffers. 
Fran Holman McKenzie will facilitate. Contact her to reserve 
your seat, to be added to the Lit Lunch email roster, or for 
additional information, franholman@yahoo.com.

Beautiful summer events with Women’s Fellowship

Lit Lunchers read Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings

Stunning scenery along the AMA Waterways Duoro River cruise in Portugal. PHOTOS BY MARGO VALLONE Colorful City of Porto, Portugal on the Duoro AMA River Cruise.

Travel Club brings enrichment to Big Canoe

GRAPHIC BY ALYSIA ENGLISH
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BY BRENT CARROLL

M
y youngest grandchild, Lilia, is 
18 months old. My oldest, Cam, 
is 22 years old. How’s that for 
an age spread? 

 I have so many grands I’m not sure 
about all the ages. I think one is 5, another 
6, another 14 maybe, one I believe, 15, and 
there’s an 18-year-old in there somewhere. 
All girls except for poor Cam. I don’t know 
what’s wrong with my own kids. Why, for 
one, do they want all those mouths to feed? 
And, why, why, I ask, must they bring them 
all to see their grandfather (that’s me) on 
Father’s Day. I hate Father’s Day.
 Unless I’ve had it all wrong, the point 
of Father’s Day is for children to show 
appreciation to their fathers. Fine. Even 
Google proclaims that. But, at my house, 
it’s a time for my kids to unload their own 
armies at my feet. Grandkids, a lot of them, 
can kill you.
 “Rock slide! Rock slide! Go down the 
rock slide with us!”  
 I did that once. I hate the rock slide. 
“Let’s just take it easy today, OK?”
 Cam: “Can we play nine holes?”
 “Uh, well,” I say, trying to think how to 
get out of this. “Probably too late for a tee 
time, let’s watch TV.”
 Then, the others start. “I have my 
learner’s permit! Take me driving in the 
mountains!”
 “Let’s play pickleball!”
 “Can we go fishing?”
 “Will you get us a canoe?”
 “Let’s hike up to the falls!”
 “Let’s do body slams!” Long story for 
another day.

 It goes on and on. Just writing about it 
wears me out. “Listen,” I said to them last 
year, “you guys go ahead. I’ll stay here with 
Lilia while she naps …”
 “We’ll stay here with you!” yells the 5- 
and 6-year-old. “Let’s play Doll House! You 
can be the father!”
 “No, I don’t want to be a father. Let’s 
play something else.”
 “OK, we’ll play Princess and you can be 
the bad king!”
 “I don’t want to be the bad king,” I say. 
“I’ll be the handsome prince.”
 “No,” they say in unison. “You can’t be 
the prince.”
 “Really? Why’s that?” I ask.
 “You’re not handsome,” says one.
 “You’re ugly,” says the other.
 “And fat,” they say together.
 “And your hair is white. Princes have 
good hair.” 
 So, while everyone else was beating a 
pickleball, or sinking a canoe, or driving off 
the side of Sanderlin, or skinning down that 
damnable rock slide, I played House for 2 
1/2 hours with a 6- and a 5-year-old. I was 
the father. Father do this, father do that. It 
was torture. Torture, I tell you. A grown 
man, 74 years of age should not be required 
to play House. Ever. Even if he loves the stew 
out of his granddaughters. It’s just not right, 
and I will not, repeat, will not do it this year. 
 Instead, I have a plan. I’m sending all 
of them, even the grownups on a scavenger 
hunt way out there in the Wildcat section, 
on the Red and Blue trails. The winning 
team gets to grill the dogs and burgers 
when they return. 
 Me? I’ll be home with Lilia, both of us 
taking a nap.

                                                                 Follow Us on 

Check out the new boutique 
that everyone is talking 

about at North Gate Station, 
across from the North 

gate of Big Canoe®.
• Kids Apparel • Men & Women’s Apparel •

• Mixers for Memorial Day • 

 Feather + Stone Lifestyle Boutique
Kate Featherstone Holder 

30 Northgate Station Drive 

Suite 304, Marble Hill GA 30148 

770-687-6050

HAPPY MEMORIAL DAYHere comes Father’s Day, 
so I’m a little grumpy
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STEVE CARLISLE

Big Canoe Photo Club

B
ig Canoe is a creative community 
with dozens of photographers 
and artists busy making artistic 
expressions of how beautiful our 

mountain home truly is. With all the places 
to take your camera around these magical 
Appalachian foothills, there is never a dull 
moment for photographers and their cam-
era gear.
 Most of us have a camera with us all 
day and it isn’t stored in an equipment 
bag. It’s our cell phone and the incredible 
camera it possesses can take astonishing 
pictures. We are familiar with the eagle 
pictures of Big Canoe’s Mark Green. He has 
top-of-the-line cameras and lenses. But he 
has reminded us often that the best camera 
to use for a given moment is usually the one 
you have handy. That, more often than not, 
is your cell phone. 
 This month Big Canoe Photographers 
club president, Andrew Crane, has sched-
uled a special guest speaker to discuss how 
she takes all her pictures on her iPhone. 
Michelle Simmons has a wonderful portfolio 
of professionally shot images. But she only 
uses her cell phone.
 “I’ve never even held a DSLR! The 
iPhone model I use today is an iPhone 13. 
But many of my pictures were taken with an 
iPhone 7 and models made after. The photo 
of the girl with the hair was taken in a ware-
house with an iPhone 8,” said Simmons. 
The meeting featuring her presentation 
and fascinating images promises to be very 
interesting.
 The club meets June 18, 9:30 a.m., 
upstairs in the Beach Club, near the Well-
ness Center. Interested guests are always 

BUT A FAMILY OF ONE

A Church of
Multiple Denominations

Sunday mornings at

9:00am and 10:30am

on-line at 10:30am

Join Us!

The heartbeat of
the community

10455 Big Canoe (USPS)  |  226 Wolfscratch Village Circle 

Jasper, GA 30143  |  470.273.6768   |  BigCanoeChapel.com

Michelle Simmons is the guest speaker at the June meeting of the Big Canoe 
Photographers. She took this spectacular portrait with her iPhone. PHOTO BY MICHELLE SIMMONS

Mary Jo Cox found this bear cub munching on leaves in a tree about 100 feet above 
the ground. She was visiting Cades Cove in the Great Smoky Mountain National 
Park. PHOTO BY MAY JO COX

Kathleen Gill captured this amazing photograph at an air show in Vero Beach, Florida, where she lives when not at her Big Canoe 
residence. PHOTO BY KATHY GILL

Photo Club considers cell phone capabilities

welcome to attend any meeting, which 
are generally on the third Saturday of the 
month. Members share a great website and 
a special Facebook page. There are work-
shops and exhibition opportunities, as well.

Steve Carlisle is a photographer, printmaker 
and journalist who has enjoyed the wonders 
of his family’s Plummer Cabin, built by 
his parents on Sanderlin Mountain in the 
mid-’70s. He and his family left their Florida 
home in 2016 to live here full-time.

•  Home Inspection
•  Residential & Commercial

•  Thermal Imaging

•  UAV I Drone Photography

Michael lmsand, ACI ASHI Inspector

Georgia Building Consultants, LLC

NGAinspector@gmaiI.com • www.georgiabuildingconsultants.com
Office: 678-456-5282 • Cell: 404-502-9725 

Connecting 
Families to 

Senior Living 
Options

CALL FOR YOUR FREE CONSULTATION • 678.630.3170
www.betterlifeseniorsolutions.com

We’re here to help guide and offer resources
your family needs to make the better senior living choice.

The heart of our business is you!
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Sue McEntee
Email: bc.mcentee@bigcanoe.com
706-268-2323 office 
404-783-2340 cell
www.BigCanoe.com

Lots To Love
• 3111 Falcon Heights, $94,500 Panoramic Views of Lake & Mtns

639 WAKE ROBIN DRIVE
$399,000

31 LAUREL TURN
$239,900

SOLD
SOLD

9 CHESTNUT KNOLL
$304,000

SOLD IN 15 DAYS

226 OWLS BROW
$599,000

SOLD

143 WOODPECKER WAY •  $1,575,000

140 BLAZING STAR LANE 
$939,000

97 HILLSIDE WAY 
$559,000 

SOLDSOLD

SOLD IN 7 DAYS

Hello SummerHello Summer

KAT ALIKHAN

Big Canoe
Artists Club

T
he Big Canoe Artists Club was 
pleased to welcome local artist 
Patricia Reeves to its April 
meeting. A native of Georgia 

and a resident of Ball Ground, Patricia is 
the founder of Art of Living Ministries, a 
nonprofit organization established in 1994. 
 An accomplished artist in her own 
right, Patricia found her calling by bringing 
art-making to mentally and physically 
challenged groups and individuals in 
hospitals and assisted living residences. 
She teaches healthcare professionals and 
caregivers how to use art as medicine. 
 “Scientific evidence suggests exposure 
to art is beneficial to physical and emotional 
health,” she said. “An Alzheimer’s patient 
may not remember their name, but they 
can remember their art project from 
last week.” Visit Patricia’s website at 
artoflivingministries.com for information 
about Patricia and her organization. 

BY KATHY NIEMANN

Q
uilters are not only creative with 
their quilts but also with their 
sewing space. This month’s Pine 
Needle Quilt Guild program 

included a tour of four members’ quilting 
rooms to glean organizing ideas. 
 The space each of these quilters ded-
icates to sewing is no bigger than a very 
small bedroom and tools housed there gen-
erally had more than one use. For example, 
a cutting table converts to a gift wrap sta-
tion, when needed. Each person had clever 
solutions to having a design wall—a place 
to display quilt blocks as they are assem-
bled into the most pleasing arrangement. 
In one home, the design wall is attached to 
French doors; the doors can open and close 
and, when closed, make a large surface. 
Another quilter uses a large roller shade, 
which can be pulled down when needed 
and rolled back when not in use. Last, two 
large pieces of insulation were covered 
in flannel; these can be folded and easily 
stored when not in use. 

Patricia with her acrylic painting, “Armor of God.” PHOTOS BY KAT ALIKHAN

Patricia gives a demonstration of her 
painting technique.

Barb Fraser’s quilting room offers a 
beautiful view. PHOTO BY KATHY NIEMANN

Quilters cleverly use space
 Randy and Linda Case: Walking to 
their quilting area, we viewed their quilt 
display and their eclectic kaleidoscope 
collection. Once in their creative space, 
it was obvious how they are able to make 
so many quilts in record time. There is a 
place for everything and everything in its 
place. There are three sewing machines in 
very nice cabinets, ready to go. Randy said 
the cabinets (excluding the one he bought) 
were part a grand prize he won for giving a 
good review of his purchase. He showed us 
an AccuQuilt machine which cuts shapes 
for piecing several layers at once. 
 Margie Hall: This quilter must be or-
ganized to host our group and run the plant 
sale in the same week! Margie is fairly new 
to quilting but has done paper crafts for 
a while. Margie had cabinets and shelves 
custom-made to her size specs, accommo-
dating her height and the size of the items 
she stores. Pre-planning seems to be a key 
component to successful organization. 
 Barbara Fraser: Barb lives “aways up 
the hill” and, therefore, has a treetop view 
when she sews. She keeps items she will 

need close by, such as a small pressing 
station next to the sewing machine. Due 
to their bulky size, storing rulers for rotary 
cutting is a challenge for all. Barb has a 
series of drawers as part of her storage 
cabinet, and one of those drawers nicely 
houses her rulers. Her cabinets are repur-
posed clothes “closets” from IKEA. 
 Lynn Downie: When Lynn had her 
unfinished lower level made into a guest 
bedroom, she dedicated a space for sewing. 
Not wanting to give up much area from the 
guest room, it is about the size of a walk-in 
closet. Her cutting table—designed with 
shelves under it to store many items—is on 
wheels to move when she has guests. 
 What gracious quilters to allow us 
to visit! After this fun tour, we returned 
to the chapel for a lunch of scrumptious 
sandwiches and cookies from Mary’s Bread 
Basket, followed by the monthly business 
meeting.
 For more information about Pine Nee-
dle Quilt Guild’s meetings, programs and 
membership, visit pineneedlequiltguild.
com/home.

Local artist visits Big Canoe Artists Club

The Big Canoe Artists Club meets most first 
Thursdays of the month at 10 a.m. in the 
Broyles Community Center at the Big Canoe 
Chapel. The next meeting is Thursday, 
June 2. Membership in the club is $25 per 
year and is open to all Big Canoe property 
owners regardless of skill level. Members 
enjoy the camaraderie and the educational 
and collective exhibit and marketing 
opportunities provided by association 
with the club. For information about club 
membership or club artists and their work, 
visit bigcanoeartists.com.
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ANN PIKE, PH.D.

Mountain 
Musings

Roofing
Gutters

Insulation

770-874-ROOF

ngeroofing.com

TREX PRO INSTALLER

CUSTOM DECKS

SUNROOMS

SCREEN PORCHES

AND MORE

877-GA-DECKS

deckbuilder-northga.com

NGE Roofing is one of the
only roofing companies that offer a

LIFETIME WARRANTY on install & shingles.
We use GAF install guidelines to install roofing.

We also check insulation & ventilation in the
attic to make sure you have a full life out

of your shingles & worry free install.

Present this ad at the end of your project for a $100 gift card

“T
hey called him ‘addled.’ I 
knew better. The very idea 
was preposterous! That boy 
of mine took things apart 

just to see how they worked. There were 
always pieces laying around our house. It 
was maddening, but I knew he had talent. 
What he wanted to learn wasn’t taught in a 
classroom. They didn’t know my Tom. He 
was going to do great things.”  

***
 “I remember the day my mother 
took me out of school in the first grade. I 
overheard the teacher tell the Headmas-
ter I wasn’t worth teaching. I went home 
crying and asked her what ‘addled’ meant. 
She was angry and her face turned three 
shades of red. The next thing I knew, she 
was telling my teacher he ‘didn’t know 
what he was talking about’ and that I ‘had 
more brains than he himself.’ After that, 
my mother taught me lessons at home and 
never mentioned it again. She said I wasn’t 
to talk about it either.” 

***
 “It seems my Tom never did well in 
a classroom. He knew his own mind and 
wanted to go in his own direction. His 
teacher said he was ‘mentally deficient’ and 
that he couldn’t learn. Maybe it was they 
who couldn’t teach. He didn’t want to learn 
the way they wanted to teach. A mother 
knows her own child and that’s it.”

***
 “After that, I always wanted to make 
my mother proud. I wanted to show her I 

Beneath the surface

was worthy of the confidence she had in 
me. We spent evenings reading together 
and she taught me what she knew about 
arithmetic. After I learned to read, I went 
to the library to learn how things worked. I 
wanted to invent things.”

***
 “Once he started reading, there was 
nothing he couldn’t learn. He started work-
ing at age 13, selling candy and newspapers 
on trains going from Port Huron to Detroit. 
He spent his money on chemistry exper-
iments. I didn’t understand what he was 
doing, but I knew it would be important 
someday. He saved a 3-year-old boy from 
being run over by a train. The boy’s father 
was so grateful, he gave him a job as a 
telegraph operator.” 

***

 “I wanted to learn how to print a 
newspaper and started The Grand Trunk 
Herald to make money for my experi-
ments. I moved to Louisville to work for 
Western Union. Since I worked the night 
shift, it gave me more time to work on 
experiments. I got carried away one night, 
when I spilled battery acid on the floor. 
It dripped down through the floor to my 
boss’ desk. When I told my mother he had 
fired me, she shook her head, and gave me 
a hug.”

***
 “I worried about that boy once he 
was grown. If I learned anything being 
his mother, it was he would do it on his 
own and I wasn’t about to stop him. Once 
I knew he would go beyond what I could 
dream for him, I quit worrying. I hoped 
whatever he did, people could see beneath 
the surface. I had practice doing that as his 
mother.” 

***
 “I will always be grateful to my mother 
for encouraging my curiosity and inspiring 
me to reach beyond my limits. I tried to 
be faithful to her example. She always saw 
beneath the surface.” Thomas Edison

 Writer’s note: Some of you may be 
familiar with the apocryphal tale of Thomas 
Edison’s mother Nancy receiving a note 
from his teacher dismissing Edison from 
school for being “mentally deficient.” His 
mother lied about its content to spare 
Edison’s feelings. After his mother’s death, 
the tale goes on, Edison found the note. It 
was supposedly only then, at age 24, that 
he learned the truth. In reality, there was 
no note, though Edison was expelled from 
school. The essay above is my interpreta-
tion of this incident, written to highlight 
their mutual love and respect. 

Ann Pike, a 15-year 
resident of Big Canoe, 
spins tales from the 
comforts of her mountain 
home. She attributes 
her success to generous 
friends who support her 
with encouragement 
and inspiration. By day, 
Dr. Pike is a licensed 

psychologist in Jasper, appreciative of the 
opportunity to witness all those who triumph 
over life’s challenges.

ANN PIKE

High Quality Meats Smoked Just Right

ORDER MON THRU THURS FOR SAT PICKUP
Pickup location for Big Canoe and Marble Hill

290 Steve Tate Highway, Marble Hill, GA

706-299-4289 • www.tuckersmokinmeat.com

Pulled Pork • Ribs • Brisket 
Salmon • Chicken • Tenderloin 

Wings • Sides and More...

ESTATE SALES • HOME STAGING • CONSIGNMENT SERVICES

ESTATE SALES   &  CONSIGNMENTS

88 North Gate Station Dr., 
Marble Hill, GA 30148

 770-893-2300
Located on Steve Tate Hwy, across 
from the north gate of Big Canoe®

Pick Up & Delivery Service Available 
Now open:  Wednesday - Saturday 11-5 • Closed Sun - Tues

Petit Crest Villas
Sales & Rentals

Providing Interval
Ownership In Big Canoe®

Since 1981

Call 706-268-3600 • www.petitcrestvillas.com
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iTips Of The Month

I
t’s time to spotlight the Apple’s Wal-
let, a very useful app to minimize the 
clutter in our bursting billfolds.
       Your non-Apple wallet may 

contain basic items, such as a driver’s 
license, vaccine records, photos and plenty 
of cards—credit, store, business, Medicare, 
insurance, gift—and, maybe, even cash. It 
may also be home to old receipts, some 
so faded you can’t tell where they’re from. 
Apple’s Wallet app can help with this over-
crowding problem. 
 Further, COVID has hastened the 
trend to more touch-free interactions—
digital payments, on-screen IDs, digital 
receipts, business cards and payment apps, 
such as Venmo, PayPal and Zelle. 
 Apple Wallet uses NFC (Near Field 
Communication) technology, which allows 
smartphones and devices like payment 
readers to communicate. It enables secure, 
contactless payments like Apple Pay, 
transactions that require no physical con-
tact between the payment device and the 
payment reader.
 Apple Wallet, Apple Pay and Apple 
Cash are different services, as described 
below. 

Apple Wallet
 Apple Wallet is the place where you 
store your credit or debit cards enabling 
you to use them with Apple Pay. In addi-
tion, Wallet allows a user to manage board-
ing passes, tickets, gift and reward cards, 
coupons, movie and event tickets, etc., for 
easy access. These documents can include 
useful information, such as the balance on 
your coffee card, a coupon’s expiration 
date, or boarding information for a flight. 
 To add documents, you may need the 
company’s app installed. Passes can also 
be updated with push notifications so, if 
details change, you can notify the user 
and they can simply tap the notification 
to view the updated pass. When you add 
a document to Wallet on your iPhone, it 
is automatically added to Wallet on your 
paired Apple Watch.
 To add documents to Wallet:
 • Open the app, email, notification or 
other communication that contains your 
boarding pass, ticket, etc. If these items 
are able to be added to your Wallet, there 
should be a notification to that effect, along 
with a link to use. In most cases, if the 
organization has an iPhone app, it can also 
give you the option to add their informa-
tion to your Wallet.
 • Follow the instructions on the 
screen. 

SAFE, RELIABLE SERVICE SINCE 1951.

APPLIANCE
SERVICE PAK
A Service Pak is a tune-up for your appliance. Just as your 

automobile benefits from regular service, your gas appliances 
operate better and longer when professionally maintained.

A Service Pak includes routine maintenance, a detailed check 
of your appliance and your gas system to ensure that both are 
operating at peak performance.

ONE APPLIANCE SERVICE PAK
Complete tune-up and professional cleaning of any one gas 
burning home appliance.

ADDITIONAL APPLIANCES
Ask us about adding additional appliances to your Service Pak plan.

GENERATOR SERVICE PAK
Includes most air-cooled models of home standby power generators up to 
20kW. Professional cleaning including oil, filter, and spark plug change. 

INCLUDES ALL MAKES & MODELS OF PROPANE APPLIANCES

PROPANE STORAGE TANK    /   DRYERS   /    OVENS, RANGES, & COOKTOPS  
CENTRAL GAS FURNACES   /   GAS LOGS & FIREPLACES   /   SPACE HEATERS  
STANDARD TANK & TANKLESS WATER HEATERS   /   POOL HEATERS    
OUTDOOR GAS FIREPLACES & MORE

B L O S S M A N  B E S T 

S E R V I C E  PA K

Regular maintenance
doesn’t cost...it pays!

FELLOWNEKO / SHUTTERSTOCK.COM

“Apple Wallet is the place where you store your credit 
or debit cards enabling you to use them with Apple Pay.”

Money and your iPhone

 When you’re heading through airport 
security, it’s always a little stressful if you 
can’t quickly find your ID and boarding 
pass to present to the TSA agent. Luckily, 
those days may soon be behind us—at least 
for iPhone users. Right now, you can add 
just your boarding pass to your iPhone. 
Hopefully, soon your ID can be added 
to your iPhone as well. In April, Apple 
unveiled new technology that allows fliers 
to add their driver’s license or state ID to 
their Wallet app. That means travelers can 
simply use their iPhone or Apple Watch 
to get through security, instead of show-
ing a physical copy of their ID to TSA 
agents. The aim is to make airport secu-
rity both more efficient and secure. The 
new technology went live on March 23 at 
Phoenix Sky Harbor International Airport 
in Arizona. For now, the digital ID service 
is only available for TSA Pre-check fliers 
with an Arizona ID at this one airport, but 
Apple and TSA have plans to expand the 
technology to airports across the coun-
try—quickly. Happily, Atlanta is on the list 
to have this capability installed soon. I’ll let 
you know when this happens.
 If you don’t see an option to add your 
boarding pass, ticket, etc., to the Wallet 
app, contact the merchant or company that 
issued it to make sure they support passes 
in this app. If they don’t, you’re stuck with 
using an actual boarding pass. In this case, 
consider placing a photo of the boarding 
pass/document in a folder in Photos to 
easily and quickly locate.

Apple Pay
 Apple Pay is a secure and easy way for 
users to make purchases in stores, through 
apps and on the web. To configure your 

iPhone to use Apple Pay, sign into your 
iCloud account, then:
 • Open the Wallet app.
 • Tap the Add button (plus symbol), to 
add more cards. Don’t forget you added a 
card when you set up your iCloud account.
 • Tap Debit or Credit card.
 • Tap Continue.
 • Follow the steps on the screen to add 
a new card. You have the option of either 
taking a photo of your card or entering the 
card information manually. If prompted, 
choose your bank or card issuer from the 
list or find them using the search bar.
 • Verify your bank or card issuer infor-
mation.
 • If you have a paired Apple Watch, 
you can add the card to your watch. 
 • You can add as many cards as you 
like. 
 Once set up, use Apple Pay by simply 
double-clicking the side button (Home but-
ton on older phones), select the credit or 
debit card desired, and hold the phone near 
the contactless symbol on the terminal at 
checkout.
 Note: When you open Wallet to make 
a credit card transaction, you can select a 
different card by tapping on the credit card 
shown. There’s no need to open an app or 
wake your iPhone’s display to launch Apple 
Pay, no matter which iPhone model you 
have.

Apple Cash
 Apple Cash is the money stored in 
your Apple Wallet account. If you want 
to send and/or receive money via Apple 
Cash, you need to have a suitable debit 
card registered in Apple Wallet, as in-
structed above. 

 First, both sender and receiver must 
have Apple Cash activated. Go to Settings 
-> Wallet and Apple Pay -> Apple Cash 
->. Activate both Transactions and Daily 
Cash. If you anticipate sending or receiving 
money using the Wallet app, it’s necessary 
to have a source of funds, which most likely 
will be a debit card you have added to 
Wallet. Advances on credit cards will work 
as well, but you’ll pay more money to the 
credit card issuer for the privilege. 
 You can send Apple Cash via the Mes-
sages app using Apple Pay. In Messages, 
open either a new or existing conversation 
to the person you want to send money to, 
and tap the Apple Pay button just above the 
keyboard. Next, enter the amount you want 
to send. Double-click the side (or Home) 
button to send the money. 
 By default, your Apple Cash card is 
used as the source of funds, however, the 
Apple Cash card account most likely has no 
money in it, so it will automatically default 
to the first debit card entered to access the 
cash. On the receiving end, the money is 
first deposited into the Apple Cash card ac-
count, but you always have the opportunity 
to transfer this cash to another account on 
file (e.g., your debit card).  
 The person receiving the money can 
use it with no transfer fee after waiting 
three days. For a small fee, the money is 
available the same day. You can move up 
to $10,000 per transfer and up to $20,000 
within a seven-day period from Apple Cash 
to your bank account. You can only trans-
fer your money to a bank account based 
in the United States. Once you have the 
money in your Apple Cash account, there 
are no fees to transfer your money to your 
bank account unless you use an Instant 
Transfer. In that case, the transfer fee is 
1.5%, with a minimum/maximum charge of 
$.25/$15.
 For more information about this topic, 
YouTube and Google are good sources.
 The Big Canoe “iDiots” iPhone Club 
meets periodically throughout the year 
with sessions for both new users and old 
hands. If you’re interested in attending a 
class or want more information about our 

group, contact Gary 
Cherry, gwcherry@
windstream.net or 
Devon Collins, devonco-
lins@hotmail.com. 

GARY CHERRY
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CHRIS BINKERT

Bringing The 
Presidents To Life

I
t’s time for a quiz: Which of the 
following presidents signed off on the 
most new national parks?
 A. Jimmy Carter

  B. Theodore Roosevelt
  C. Franklin Roosevelt
  D. Woodrow Wilson
 Often called America’s Best Idea, the 
national parks are an enduring symbol of 
conservation efforts, intricately associated 
with many of our presidents. 
 Nearly every president since Ulysses 
Grant has visited the national parks for 
recreation, to boost tourism, or to make 
a political statement on their support for 
conservation. 
 Most historians do not give Grant high 
marks for his time in office. However, his 
most enduring act was proclaiming Yellow-
stone our first national park in 1872. It was 
a startling, revolutionary American concept 
at the time, first in the world. Grant, with 
congressional legislation, formally took 
public land and set it aside in perpetuity for 
future generations. No longer would such 
pristine natural places of wonder be left to 
developers, miners and profiteers.
 By the time Theodore Roosevelt 
became president in 1901, there were four 
national parks. Theodore, a lifetime con-
servationist and close friend of John Muir, 
wasted little time in expanding the number 
of parks from four to seven, bringing on 
Crater Lake in Oregon, Wind Cave in South 
Dakota, and Mesa Verde in Colorado. But 
he didn’t stop there. At his urging, Con-
gress passed the Antiquities Act of 1906. 
This act has been used extensively to cre-
ate hundreds of national monuments, sea-
shores, forests and recreation areas in all 50 
states. With a stroke of his pen, Roosevelt 
created the first 18 national monuments, 
such as the Devil’s Tower in Wyoming.
 By the time of Woodrow Wilson’s 
presidency (1913-1921), the parks needed 
serious help. They were underfunded, un-
dermanaged and lacked coherent guidelines 
to endure for the long run. Poaching, graz-
ing and drilling were difficult to control. 
Congress passed and Wilson signed the 
Organic Act of 1916 that established the 
National Park Service, provided structured 

U.S. President Ulysses S. Grant (1869-1877) 
proclaimed Yellowstone our first national 
park in 1872.

Presidents and parks
“By the time of Woodrow Wilson’s presidency (1913-1921), the parks needed serious help.”

leadership, and added funding that would 
assure the long-term preservation of the 
parks. It also acknowledged the value of 
tourism to the long-run viability of the 
parks, thereby setting up an enduring yin 
and yang between preservation and tour-
ism. 
 While in office, Wilson signed off 
on seven new parks, the third highest of 
any president. Grand Canyon was one he 
elevated from national monument status to 
full national park.
 Calvin Coolidge loved the parks, too. 
In August 1927, he vacationed in the Black 
Hills of South Dakota, presenting Gutzon 
Borglum with six steel drill bits to kick off 
the carving of Mount Rushmore National 
Monument. 
 Franklin Roosevelt, elected four times, 
had time to bring eight national parks into 
the system, the second highest of any pres-
ident. Great Smokey Mountain National 
Park, the most popular of all the parks, was 
one of his first in 1934. He also brought in 
one of the least visited parks, Isle Royale, an 
island in Lake Superior.
 Beyond the eight parks, Franklin Roos-
evelt signed an Executive Order in 1933 that 
further organized the park service, bringing 
unity of supervision to parks, monuments, 
battlefields, property in the nation’s capital, 
and sites such as George Washington’s 
home at Mount Vernon. His Civilian Con-
servation Corps also used Great Depression 
funding to prevent ground erosion and to 
build roads, lodges and infrastructure for 
the parks from 1933 to 1942.

 With a solid understanding of the 
American public’s love of the parks, every 
president since Dwight Eisenhower has 
signed off on at least one new national 
park, bringing today’s total to 63 parks. 
As evidenced by the fact that 54% of the 
parks were created since 1961, these pres-
idents all want the afterglow of national 
parks as part of their legacy.
 None more so than the son of Geor-
gia, Jimmy Carter, who signed off on 10 
new parks during his single term of office, 
the most of any president. The Alaska 
National Interest Lands Conservation Act 
of 1980 created six parks in the 49th state. 
He also signed off on Theodore Roosevelt 
National Park in North Dakota, honoring 
TR for his monumental contributions.
 Carter used the Antiquities Act of 
1906 to create the Chattahoochee River 
National Recreation Area that many of us 
have visited on the north side of Atlanta.
 If your answer to the quiz was Jimmy 
Carter, you get an A+.
 If you’re like me, you really enjoy vis-
iting these magnificent parks. Next time 

you take one in, pause and consider how 
this Best Idea has enhanced your life and 
brought a glowing legacy to the presidents 
involved in their creation.

Further reading/viewing
 “The Roosevelts: An Intimate His-
tory” by Geoffrey Ward and Ken Burns 
is a colorful portrait of the Roosevelts 
and their impact on the United States. It 
expands the acclaimed seven-part PBS 
documentary series of the same name. 
Also of interest is “National Parks,” a 12-
hour, six-part documentary that traces the 
evolution of the national parks. Ken Burns 
directed this series and co-produced it 
with Dayton Duncan.

Chris Binkert, a Big 
Canoe resident and 
amateur presidential 
historian, has given his 
presentation “Stories 
that Bring the Presidents 
to Life” to schools and 
civic groups for many 
years.CHRIS BINKERT

                   • B. Manzur, D.M.D. •
                         754 HWY. 53 WEST, DAWSONVILLE, GA

          706-265-2505
Serving Dawson County for over 35 Years
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With this coupon. Not valid with other offers or prior services.  Offer expires 6/30/22. 

NEW PATIENT
FREE Take Home Whitening Kit &

Smile Consultation by iTero ($250 value)

With this coupon. Not valid with other offers or prior services.  Offer expires 6/30/22. 

FREE IMPLANT CONSULTATION
with purchase of 

Full Mouth Set of X-rays ($125)

15% OFF VENEERS
for established patients only

With this coupon. Not valid with other offers or prior services.  Offer expires 6/30/22. 

SUSHI SUSHI && SANDWICHES SANDWICHES
NOW AT NOW AT FOOTHILLS IGAFOOTHILLS IGA

www.foothillsiga.com

MARBLE HILL, GEORGIA 

70 Foothills Parkway, Marble Hill, GA 30148 
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK | 7:00 AM - 9:00 PM

770-893-1000

Serving customers so they seldom need 
to leave the area for food.

Visit our fresh 

made daily sushi 

counter for a 

great selection of 

delicious sushi. 

A Sushi Chef is on 

duty 7 days a week 

from 9AM to 5PM. 

Special orders 

are welcome!

Our sandwiches are made to 

order using Boars Head meats 

with many choices of cheese, 

fresh veggies and condiments. 

In addition we offer chicken 

salad, tuna salad, and 

vegetable only sandwiches.  

A drink fountain station is 

now available with fresh tea 

and Coca-Cola products to 

supplement our meals to go 

and made to order sandwiches.

SPECIALIZING IN 
HAIRCOLOR & HAIRCUTS
Call for an appointment to get
the best style for you!

42 Grant Rd East, Dawsonville, GA 

706-701-9089
9:30 - 4:30 Monday only

C’est la Vie, is a unique place that offers two rooms and two

different atmospheres. A Fine Dining French restaurant and a

Casual Bar & Grill. Come and discover how French and American

culture blend together.

LIVE MUSIC : EVERY TUESDAY/FRIDAY/SATURDAY

KARAOKE EVERY WEDNESDAY - OYSTER NIGHT THURSDAYS

www.cestlaviegeorgia.com

Located in IGA Shopping Center - 770-893-4222
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Episcopal Church 
of  the Holy Family

Engaging in Vibrant Ministries 
for over 36 years

SUNDAYS
   8:00 AM – Quiet Service and Communion

   9:15 AM – Christian Education

 10:30 AM – Music & Communion

June 5th is Pentecost Sunday 

to commemorate the coming of  the Holy Spirit 

50 days after Easter

  
HolyFamilyEpiscopalChurch.net

Just off  of  Cove Road at

202 Griffith Road, Jasper, GA 30143

770-893-4525

holyfamch2@etcmail.com

EVERYONE is welcome here!

BRENT CARROLL

Snapshots: 
Tales Of Big Canoe

I’
ve been thinking about going on a 
savings spree and it’s all because of 
Elon Musk. 
       I figure, if young Elon can come 

up with a quick $44 billion to purchase 
Twitter—all cash, by the way, I ought to 
be able to save 0.001% of that. That’d be 
$440,000. True, I’m getting a late start in 
life, but as Jane Fonda once said, “It’s never 
too late to start.” Or, when Loni Anderson 
proclaimed, “You’re always better off if you 
quit smoking. It’s never too late.” Brilliant 
women.
 So, to start, I’m going to wear my hair 
long, like my buddy, Hugh, whose silver 
locks reach his shoulders.
 “Don’t you think Hugh looks like a 
movie star?” my wife asked the other day. “I 
mean he’s tall, handsome and his hair! Oh, 
my.”
 “Yes,” I replied. “And, he’s probably 
saved thousands of dollars over the years. 
I’m going to be like Hugh. No more haircuts. 
Well, maybe two a year.” 
 Joan said, “You’ll never look like Hugh. 
No offense.”
 “None taken,” I said. “Besides, when I 
save that much money, you’ll forget about 
Hugh.”  
 Haircut savings, $300. I’m on my way.

BY ALYSIA ENGLISH

I
f you are a woman in Big Canoe, age 21-
plus, and are looking to make friends: 
Have we got a place for you! 
       Whether your interest is month-

ly get-togethers for meetings and lunch, 
bridge, a book club or social activities, 
Ridgerunners invites you to join the com-
munity’s oldest and largest social group as 
it celebrates its 44th year of fellowship and 
friendship. No, it has nothing to do with 
running or hiking, but it has everything to 
do with neighbors, friendships and network-
ing within the community. Come join us: 
You’ll see. 
 In 2022-2023, Ridgerunners continues 
its commitment of promoting friendships 

and welcoming new members. It genuinely 
supports its mission of being “A Bridge 
to Friendship.” There is something for all 
interests, just a phone call or email click 
away: monthly meetings with speaker, Stay 
for Lunch options, new night events, pop-up 
events, bridge, book clubs, spring trips and 
much more. Membership is only $18 a year. 
Visit the website at bigcanoerr.com to join 
and to view the calendar, with detailed 
meeting-topic information published Au-
gust 2022. 
 The Ridgerunners’ activities extend 
May 1 to April 30 of each year. The group 
takes a summer break to accommodate 
vacations and travel and starts up with a 
membership picnic in August. Monthly 
meetings are the second Tuesday of each 

The largest and oldest women’s social group in Big Canoe wants you to join 
Ridgerunners’ camaraderie, events and luncheons this year. GRAPHIC BY ALYSIA ENGLISH

Ridgerunners enters 44th year of fellowship, friendship

Mr. Electric of Canton
                   

90 Steve Tate Hwy, Marble Hill, GA 30148 • (678) 408-7174

MrElectric.com/Canton | canton@mrelectric.com
Locally Owned and Operated • All Work Guaranteed • License# EN 212647

Big Canoe® Resident

Proudly Serving
Cherokee, Bartow,
Dawson, Pickens,
Gilmer & Fannin

Counties

Follow us on Facebook @MrElectricOfCanton 

WE HAVE THE POWER 

TO MAKE THINGS BETTER!

All residential needs, including

• Install Lighting/Fans

• Panels—New Installs/Upgrades

• Home Remodel/Additions

• New Power Installations

• Whole Home Surge Protection

• EV Charging Stations

• Landscape Lighting

• Troubleshoot Electrical Issues

• Much More

month, 10 a.m. for social time and 10:30 a.m. 
meeting start, at the Big Canoe clubhouse 
with an optional Stay for Lunch afterward.  
 The following group has graciously 
volunteered to serve as the 2022-2023 Board 
of Directors. If you have an idea, would 
like to volunteer, or have a question, please 
email the appropriate person on the follow-
ing list. Emails can be found on bigcanoerr.
com under Board/Committees. We thank 
the board members in advance for their 
time and dedication to Ridgerunners and to 
Big Canoe.

Co-Presidents: Anne Jaeckel and Gordie 
Lazich  
Co-Vice Presidents: Alysia English and 
Karen Steinberg 
Secretary: Kerri Jager

Treasurer: Debbie Jones 
Membership: Stephanie Bauer 
Programs: Cade Ross  
Hospitality: Jima Gilstrap 
Graphic Arts and Publicity/Publications: 
Becky Davis 
Web Mistress: Beth Herren  
Facebook: Alex Greene 
Book Clubs: Susan Eanes 
Party Bridge: Susan Rife and Dixie Kucera  
Duplicate Bridge: Carol Lively and Martha 
Power 
Spring Trip: Alex Greene 
Winter Event: Chair, Becky Davis; Commit-
tee, Presidents and Vice-Presidents
Spring Event: Chair, Mandy White: Commit-
tee, Presidents and Vice-Presidents
Special Events/Pop-Ups: Mandy White

$44 billion and me

 I’m switching to regular gas. The Gene-
sis requires premium stuff, but, hey, it’s not 
my car. It’s leased, belongs to the manufac-
turer, goes back to the dealer next July, so 
dealer beware, I guess. Or, something like 
that. Anyway, I figure gas savings, $180. Bad-
aboom.
 I’ve already downloaded that 
DriveSmart app-thing that tells my insur-
ance carrier how often and how well I drive 
the car. To save a bundle, I’ll drive twice 
each week from the garage to the end of 
the driveway and back to the garage. $197. 
Badabing.
 I’m dumping that super-expensive, pre-
mium TV satellite package in favor of the 

standard plan. Of course, we’ll only get local 
news, reruns of Ernest Angley and Jimmy 
Swaggart, and shopping channels, but the 
money back in my pocket? $840. Uh-huh, 
Uh-huh. 
 Next, the cell phones. All us old timers 
need to ditch those mammoth carriers and 
go budget. I’ve already done that. There is a 
slight trade-off. I get one bar and 1GB. I can’t 
call or text anybody, but I save $780. Cha-
ching.
 I decided to give Federico and Marco a 
break, meaning, I’m going to spread my own 
pine straw. Fifty bales of good, long needle 
are stacked one atop another in the front 
yard. Since February, actually. I’ll get to it 

once the weather warms up, say August, 
saving me $150, which is about what the 
AECD will fine me for keeping the stacks 
out front so long. So, maybe that’s a wash. 
Can’t win them all. 
 I’m going to disconnect the hot water 
heater. Come summer, we’ll appreciate cold 
showers and they say that’s good for you. 
Savings, including the dishwasher, about 
$220. 
 And, there are some miscellaneous 
items, too. No more food for the bird 
feeders, no more fertilizer for the plants, no 
more Roundup or deer repellent. As a sav-
ings bonus, I’m canceling all my doctor and 
dentist appointments until further notice, 
putting the deductibles in my pocket. And, 
as a savings-savings bonus, I’m no longer 
taking my daily prescription meds. Potential 
savings, unlimited.   
 Despite all the planned savings, the 
total comes to only about $3,000 each year. 
That’s a lot of cold showers, haircuts, shop-
ping channels, poor fuel and practically zero 
communication without cell service. Not 
to mention possible death by not taking the 
meds. Besides that, it’ll take about 148 years 
to get the full monty of $440,000. A financial 
conundrum, but not to worry. I have a 
simple answer. Simply add a couple of 0s to 
the $44 billion equation. So, 0.00001% of $44 
billion is $4,400. That I can live with. 
 Thanks for the idea, Elon.    

Brent and Joan Carroll moved to Big Canoe 
in 2014. He is an avowed frustrated writer, 
recognized by mixed tenses, copious commas 
and run-on sentences. Still, he is widely 
published—in his own mind. 

Hugh.

Painting | Staining | Pressure Washing 
Gutter Cleaning  |  Exterior & Interior
View Clearing | Topping | Chipping 
Take Downs |  Dangerous Removals

706-669-7463Licensed and Insured



10 C S M O K E  S I G N A L S  |  L I V I N G  JUNE 2022

WAYNE CRAWFORD

Wayne
On Wine

We’ve been serving satisfied customers in Jasper 
for over 40 years!
rrbodyshop.com 

706-692-2088706-692-2088
3255 Refuge Rd, Jasper

Quality Without Compromise!

Owned and Operated by Stephanie Ray

L
et’s begin with a bit more knowl-
edge before discussing rosé wines. 
To create a rosé, the wine may gain 
color from contact with the skins of 

red grapes. Alternatively, a straightforward 
white-and-red blend may be allowed, for 
example, in France’s Champagne region to 
create a rosé sparkling wine. 
 Multiple production techniques are 
available to winemakers. To avoid overcom-
plicating the commentary, these techniques 
include limited contact with clear juice. Re-
call nearly 99% of grapes initially produce 
a clear liquid during red-grape pressing, 
and various exposure times between the 
grape liquid and the dark skin produce the 
shades in rosé wine. The exposure time for 
a winemaker can vary from 12 to 48 hours 
to achieve the light- to dark-pink hues, the 
aromas and the flavors. For example, a rosé 
produced using pinot noir in Oregon is 
expected to carry flavor profiles and colors 
drawn from the grape. Another method, 
vin gris (gray wine), includes using a rapid 
maceration time to get nearly white wine 
from red-wine grapes.
 Alternatively, there is a bleeding 
process in which some of the juice from 
the grapes’ must or from freshly drawn 
juice—concentrated with the red-grape 
wine’s flavors and color—is used to take on 
a lighter rosé color. The technique is called 
saignėe, the French word for bleed. Essen-
tially, it allows winemakers to bring a more 
delicate pink shade of wine to market while 
the primary red wine is allowed to age. 
Today, there are exceptional flavor profiles 
achieved using this technique. 
 In France, mixing red and white wines 
until the shade expected in rosé wines is 
achieved is only allowed for Champagne. 
Additional techniques are available for 
winemakers to create a light-pink or or-
ange-shaded wine. These include decol-
orization, which adds charcoal to remove 
color. White wine grape skins allowed to re-
main in contact for varying periods develop 
a pinkish or orange appearance. The latter 
process has an ancient history dating back 
hundreds of years. Orange is a more recent 
label, attributed to British wine importer 
David A. Harvey in 2004.

Sunday Morning Worship Gathering: 10:30 AM

We exist for the Glory of God and the joy of All peoples. 
We invite you and your family to join us.

13724 Hwy 53 East, Marble Hill, Ga. 30148 | 770-892-6312
www.foothillscommunitychurch.org

Christ Centered Worship | Expository Preaching

Intentional Discipleship | Great Commission Focused 

Glorifying God &Glorifying God &  
Enjoying Him ForeverEnjoying Him Forever

Download 
our APP

for
Sermons

and
Information

PHOTO BY WAYNE CRAWFORD

“Though rosé wine probably reaches back several thousand years in Europe, its U.S. history is more current.”

“As for food pairings, 
some chiefs say everything 

goes well with rosé.”

Rosé wine’s success in U.S.

 Though rosé wine probably reaches 
back several thousand years in Europe, its 
U.S. history is more current. Considering 
limited recordkeeping and prohibition 
restrictions, some early immigrants from 
Europe likely had the skills to produce rosé 
wines in the United States. However, schol-
ars point to a stuck fermentation in 1975 as 
the beginning, credited to Bob Trinchero of 
Napa Valley’s Sutter Home who produced 
a white zinfandel blush wine. In 1992, Tony 
Soter of Napa’s Etude introduced a dry rosé, 
sparking a California trend using pinot noir 
grapes. It opened a substantial interest in 
lighter, easier-to-drink wines with a pale-
pink or blush appearance, which achieved 
considerable financial success and were 
well-enjoyed. 

 As has been highlighted over the past 
three to four years, rosé wine production 
and consumption have become an essential, 
year-round consumer favorite. 
 As for food pairings, some chiefs say 
everything goes well with rosé. Let me add 
that as you enjoy rosés, consider their high 
versatility, which varies from light/medium 
body to fruity rosés. Consider most salads, 
grilled shrimp, fried fish, grilled or roasted 
pork, and charcuterie. Rosé also goes well 
with some pizzas, spicy dishes, barbecues, 
lobster, tuna, duck and many desserts. 

‘Wines Drinking Well Now’
 Flowers 2021 Pinot Noir Estate Rosé, 
Sonoma Coast, California, $35. The grapes 
are farmed for rosé bottling. Color is light-
orange, pale-pink, brilliant, and reflective. 
A delightful nose with raspberry, peach, 
strawberry and floral rosé aromas. Medium-
bodied with enticing fruit-forward flavors 
of peach and strawberry with a pleasing, 
smooth mid-palate taste. A delicious soft 
rosé amazingly well-crafted with a medium-
long finish. Best Buy. Highly Recommended.
 Justin 2021 Rosé, California, $19. Bright 
and clear with a pale-pink color, brilliant 
and reflective. Strawberry, watermelon, 
cranberry and fresh floral notes on the nose. 
Medium-bodied, balanced, smooth, with 
fruit-forward flavors of watermelon, cran-
berry and strawberry dominating, with a 
pleasing mid-palate. A soft rosé well-crafted 
with a medium-long finish. Best Buy. Highly 
Recommended. 
 A to Z Rosé 2020, Newburg, Oregon, 
$19.99. Crafted with sangiovese grapes. 
Light-pink with a gold blush color, brilliant 
and reflective. Fruit-forward, strawber-
ry, melon, apricot, honey and peach with 
floral aromas on the nose. Medium-bodied, 
well-balanced with good acidity comple-
menting strawberry, melon, apricot and 
peach flavors on the palate. Well-crafted 
rosé with a lingering finish. Best Buy. Highly 
Recommended.
 Recommended U.S. Rosés: Banshee 
2021, $22; Castle Rock 2021 Rosé of Pinot 
Noir, $11; Fossil Point Rosé 2021, $18; Rodney 
Strong Rosé of Pinot Noir 2021, $25; Bonny 
Doon Vin Gris de Cigare 2020, $16; Raeburn 
Rosé 2020, $20; Martin Ray Rosé of Pinot 
Noir 2021, $17; King Estate 2021 Rosé of 
Pinot Noir, $19; Hartford Court 2021 Rosé 
of Pinot Noir, $32; Ladera Vineyards Pinot 
Noir Rosé 2020, $36; and R. Stuart & Com-
pany 2021 Rosé, Love, Oregon, $27.95.

‘Drink What You Like’
 My next article will focus on Riesling 
wines from Germany, Alsace and New York.

Wayne Crawford is 
the author of “Georgia 
Vineyards and 
Wineries—A Historical 
Guide to Georgia Wines,” 
and is a French Wine 
Scholar, a Certified 
Specialist of Wine, holds 
a Wine Scholar Master 
Certificate in Champagne 

and is the senior wine judge for the annual 
Georgia Trustees Competition for wines, 
meads, ciders and distilled spirits.

WAYNE CRAWFORD
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FRAN HOLMAN

Word
Of Mouth

Serving Big Canoe® with 
Professional Real Estate Services 

Since 1994

Linda Travis & Associates Realtors, Inc.
Member First MLS (FMLS)  |  Member Pickens County Board of Realtors

Phone 404-285-7393  |  Fax 706-993-3300  

Email: sales@dltravis.com  |  Website: www.dltravis.com

Our Mission: To meet your needs 

through unequaled service and a manner 

that is “right and just and fair”. 
            (Proverbs 1:3)

                           Over the past 28 years, 

                         we have helped hundreds of                

                         Big Canoe homeowners

                         successfully list, market, 

    and SELL their 

                        Big Canoe homes.

We would welcome the 

opportunity to do the same for you now. 

Eat. Drink. Celebrate.

2 N Main Street, Jasper, GA 30143

706-253-3440

www.OldMulehouse.com

FB/IG @oldmulehouse

Tequila Tasting Dinner 6/9

Summer Porch Party 6/25

888-338-1303 • 706-635-7656 • Lynne Pitters
blindsnorthgeorgia.com • www.blindsbydesignllc.com

Hunter Douglas  •  Additional Brands Available  •  Free Estimates & Installation  

including custom window coverings, tinting and Shutters.

WindowWindow

We offer a wide variety of 

Hunter Douglas window fashions 

to meet all your needs, 

including favorites like Duette
®
 

Honeycomb Shades, Silhouette
®
 

Window Shadings, Luminette
®

 Privacy Sheers, wood blinds, 

Shutters and more. 

Our services include design 

consultations and professional 

window coverings 

measuring and installation.

Serving your 
community for 

17 years

TreatmentsTreatments

Blinds
by Design

YOUR ONE-STOP SOURCE FOR ...

When, indeed, men speak of Beauty, 
they mean, precisely, not a quality, as is 

supposed, but an effect—they refer, in short, 
just to that intense and pure elevation of 

soul—not of intellect, or of heart….
~ “The Philosophy of Composition,” 

Edgar Allan Poe

A
lmost a 100 years ago, Wilfred 
J. Funk, president of Funk 
and Wagnall’s lexiconic and 
encyclopedic publishing house, 

scrutinized the language for the 10 most 
beautiful words, considering “the musi-
cal arrangement of their letters.” Among 
Funk’s phonaesthetically 10 are hush, 
lullaby, luminous, mist and tranquil.
 Beautiful words are euphonious, from 
Greek eu for good or sweet and phony for 
sound. Euphonious words please primar-
ily the ear. Disconnected from dictionary 
definitions, euphony exudes harmonious 
musicality.   
 What constitutes euphony is not 
altogether indescribable. Ponder soft and 
fluid consonants like l, m, f and h, in la-
gniappe, murmuring, felicity and halcyon. 
Weigh the whispering consonants s and t, 
in silhouette and thunderous. Short vow-
els, rather than long ones, are expressive-
ly reverberating. And, polysyllabic words 
allow for resonating elongation. 
 J. R. R. Tolkien, in “The Monsters and 
the Critics and Other Essays,” provides 
a theoretical underpinning of euphony 
to be found in “The basic pleasure in the 
phonetic elements of a language and in 
the style of their patterns, and then in a 
higher dimension, pleasure …. This plea-
sure is quite distinct from the practical 
knowledge of a language ….”  In a 1955 
lecture, Tolkien suggests that cellar door 
may be the most beautiful words, just for 
the sound and separate from the deno-
tation. Earlier references also list cellar 
door as unsurpassed in beauty.
 A few months ago, Dan Dalton of 
BuzzFeed, in “35 of the Most Beautiful 
Words in the English Language,” high-
lighted ethereal, iridescent, sonorous, 
silhouette and epiphany. Dalton includes 
vellichor, invented by John Koenig, author 
of the online Dictionary of Obscure 

Syzygy: the alignment of the moon and sun or other celestial bodies.

The most beautiful words in the English language

Sorrows. Vellichor denotes the strange 
wistfulness of used bookstores or the 
nostalgia evoked by old books and papers. 
 Also on the BuzzFeed list is lim-
erence, or a profound infatuation; and syz-
ygy, the alignment of the moon and sun or 
other celestial bodies. Syzygy can also be 
extended to reference any corresponding 
pair of things. 
 Grammarly.com adds its nominations 
too: aurora, euphoria and supine. A favor-
ite on the list is clinomania, etymological-
ly formed from Greek clino, meaning bed, 
reclining or slope and mania meaning 
compulsion, obsession or addiction. Cli-
nomaniacs immoderately crave bed-time. 
 Recently, Reader’s Digest updated its 
“Most Beautiful” word list and the only 
word that remains from almost a century 
ago is altered from the adjectival form 
(tranquil) to the noun form tranquility. 
Other inclusions are elixir, panacea and 
diaphanous. Two additional entries are 
noteworthy. Abyssopelagic, six syllables 
with double s’s that pleasantly protract 
the enunciation, identifies the oceanic 
regions of deep water. These dark, but 
calm, zones are deeper than 6,600 feet 
and comprise more than 80% of oceans 
and seas. Abyssopelagic is formed from 
Greek a for without, byssos for depth or 
bottom, and pelagos for open sea.
 The other is phosphenes. Merri-
man-Webster describes phosphenes as 
“an impression of light that occurs with-
out light entering the eye and is usually 
caused by stimulation of the retina (as by 

pressure on the eyeball when the lid is 
closed) or by excitation of neurons in the 
visual system.” From Greek phos for light 
and phainein for to show, phosphenes, 

with its rare double ph blends, charac-
terizes floaters that present in dots, lines, 
circles and even stars.
 The accomplished and irrefutable 
Oxford English Dictionary numbers the 
words in the English language around 
600,000, though other lexicographers 
count upwards of a million. It is some-
what surprising with this vast vocabulary 
that often there is overlap of words in 
these various lists of euphonious words. 
Though, euphony is evermore in the ear 
of the hearer.  

Dr. Fran Holman, honored as University 
Distinguished Professor and College 
Endowed Professor at Louisiana Tech 
University, resides in Big Canoe.

“The basic pleasure in the 
phonetic elements of a 

language and in the style 
of their patterns …. 
is quite distinct from 

the practical knowledge 
of a language ….”
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325 BRANNON RD. CUMMING, GA 30041
Located at the intersection of 400
and Exit 13 at Peachtree Parkway

Store Hours: Monday - Saturday 10am - 6pm
Sunday 12pm to 5pm

678-807-7422
www.arianafurniture.com

Family Owned & Operated for over 30 years!

NEW INVENTORY________________
IMMEDIATE
DELIVERY

We practice social distancing  |  SCAN ME TO VISIT OUR WEBSITE

Schedule your Free In-Home Design 
Consultation | Today 678-807-7422

Baker, Bernhardt, Century, Hooker, Lexington, Stickley, 
Simply Amish, Jonathan Charles and many more to enhance your lifestyle.

SAVE ON PREMIER BRANDS

...and save up to 
50% OFF RUGS

CELEBRATE WITH SUMMER SAVINGS!
FURNITURE  •  RUGS  •  ACCESSORIES •  IN-HOME DESIGN •  WINDOW TREATMENTS
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Sports&Outdoors

TOM ATTAWAY

Big Canoe 
Animal Rescue 

MARTHA POWER

WGA-18

JOCELYN SMITH

Women’s 
Golf Association 

B
ig Canoe Women’s Golf 
Association-18 will sponsor a 
Member/Member Tournament, 
June 28-29. Two-member teams 

will participate in a match play format 
against the course, then compete against 
the three other teams in their four-team 
flight. Overall winners are determined by 
a shoot-out among all flight winners.
 Overall winners of the Ringer 
Tournament, April 26-27, were Ellen 
MacArthur, gross, and Patti Toney, 
net. Topping the first flight were Ellen 
MacArthur, gross, and Peggy Williams, 
second-place gross. First flight net was 
Donna Dibiaso and second net was 
Jennifer Jetton. Second flight winners 
were Malissa Jett, gross, Margaret 
Wendelburg, second-place gross, Cindy 
Marushak, first-place net, and Louise 
Dale, second-place net. Third flight gross 

T
he BCWGA launched its new 
brand this month capturing 
the spirit of the ladies’ golf 
association. Many thanks to 

Wendy King and Jocelyn Smith (publicity 
and marketing committee chairs) for 
working with the board on this exciting 
new look.
 The BCWGA continued the 2022 
season with winners from the Nine, Sip & 
Snack Partee in May. The short scramble 
produced ties for first and second places! 

W
hile awaiting a forever 
home, BCAR dogs receive 
training. They recently 
concluded five weeks of 

classes with Doris Dressler.
 We also try to introduce the dogs to 
some culture during their stay. One vol-
unteer brought a harp a couple of times 
and played for the dogs, an event the dogs 
still talk about. Volunteers will sometimes 
read or sing to the dogs. I remember 
reading to all the dogs one day. After 10 
minutes, every single one was asleep. 
Cocoa started to snore—loudly. I decided 
to call it quits for the day.
 Along these lines, we thought it 
might be fun and educational to expose 
the dogs to fine art. I asked the president 
of the Big Canoe Artists Club, Barbara 

WGA-18 overall winners of the Ringer 
Tournament are Ellen MacArthur, left, 
with the low gross score, and Patti Toney, 
with low net. PHOTO BY CINDY MARUSHAK

At the Wine, Nine and Dine, WGA-18 golfers celebrate a fun, short course event before 
going out on Creek, May 12. A Mexican buffet followed play. PHOTO COURTESY OF WGA-18s

WGA-18 tournament play in full swing

winner was Kathy Martindill, second-
place gross was Mary Beth Ingram. Patti 
Toney won first-place net and Ginny 
Shoup was second-place net.
 The Wine, Nine and Dine was a 
great success with golfers playing a 
nine-hole short course from various tee 

locations. The team of Karen DuBose, 
Martha Seferian, Carol Lively and Becky 
Umbaugh topped the field. 
 May 19 was the annual Beauty and 
the Beasts scramble. The Tri-Member 
was May 25 with an A, B, C team pairing 
party, May 23.

 “The inaugural Mountain Laurel 
Classic will be a three-day event starting 
with a cocktail party the night before and 
two days of golf,” said WGA-18 President 
Peggy Williams. WGA-18 golfers need to 
circle the Aug. 4-5 date for the member/
guest event. 

The winners, left to right, are Tyanne Schmidt, Wendy King, Linda Fuller, Barbara Goodman, Lyn Cates, Elise McBryde, Pam Johnson, Carolyn Witt, Lynda Waters, Cindy Metzler, 
Lura Wright, Linda Yeakel, Arlene Thurman, Lynn Downie and Heidi McClain (not pictured: Carolyn Littell). PHOTO BY HEIDI MCCLAIN

Big Canoe Women’s Golf Association 
recent winners, upcoming events

 1st Place: Lyn Cates, Linda Fuller, 
Barbara Goodman, Wendy King
 1st Place: Arlene Thurman, Heidi 
McClain, Lynn Downie, Linda Yeakel
 2nd Place: Elise McBryde, Pam 
Johnson, Tyanne Schmidt, Carolyn Littell
 2nd Place: Lura Wright, Lynda 
Waters, Carolyn Witt, Cindy Metzler
 Future Play Day events include:
 • Aces & Graces (scramble with the 
Aces): May 23 (winners will be featured 
in the July issue)
 • Ringer Tournament: June 20, 27
 • Play Away Day(s): TBD 
 • Fall Charity Event: TBD
 Look for future updates of Play Day 
festivities in the works, making BCWGA 
one of the “funnest” ladies groups in Big 
Canoe.
 The BCWGA is a golfing organization 
with a 40-plus year history. The group 

is open to any woman, aged 21 and over, 
who is either a property owner or a 
golf amenity member in good standing 
at Big Canoe. Members are afforded 
the opportunity to play nine or 18 holes 
of golf in a relaxed atmosphere while 
having fun and simultaneously working 
to improve their skill set and handicap. 
The establishment of a USGA handicap is 
required of all members. 
 Activities and events are designed 
to promote a better understanding of 
the rules of golf and to improve pace of 
play. Members work together to boost 
confidence on the course and encourage 
socialization with other women of similar 
skills. Integrity, respect for each other as 
well as the game of golf, and a firm sense 
of fellowship are key principles of the 
BCWGA.
 We invite anyone interested in 

learning how to play golf at Big Canoe to 
sign up for Learning Ladies lessons with 
Joan Delk, one of Big Canoe’s professional 
golf instructors. You can also reach out 
to Cindy Metzler and Tyanne Schmidt, 
BCWGA Liaisons to the Learning Ladies. 
 Ladies of all levels of play are 
welcome to share the spirit and warmth 
that exemplifies BCWGA: “Ladies who 
just want to have fun playing golf.” For 
up-to-date information, please visit our 
website regularly, bcgc-bcwga.golfgenius.
com.
 New members are always welcome, 
no matter their skill level. The contacts 
for the group are Carolyn Witt (carolyn.
witt.cw@gmail.com), BCWGA president; 
Elise McBryde (elisemcbryde@gmail.
com), BCWGA vice president; and 
Christine Flaherty (christine.flaherty21@
gmail.com), BCWGA treasurer. 

Whiskey. PHOTOS BY JIM KNAPP, HENRY HALL AND TOM ATTAWAY

“Along these lines, we thought it might be fun and 
educational to expose the dogs to fine art.”

Big Canoe Artists Club 
comes to BCAR

Jensen, if she would give the dogs an art 
lesson. Surprisingly enough, she agreed! 
The rest is history, as you can see in the 
photos.
 Beanie and Squirrel worked together 
to paint a portrait of their favorite thing—
the bed they share. They also like walking 
to Diamond Dog Park with their BCAR 
pack members and playing with their 
buddy Whiskey. BCAR volunteer, Cheryl 
Dunlap, is working with Beanie on the 
agility equipment. He is doing very well 
and seems to enjoy it. Beanie and Squirrel 
are adorable—volunteer favorites.
 Fifteen-month-old Nessie painted the 
family who is going to take her home one 
day. She said she saw this clearly in her 
dreams: a house, her new mom and dad, 
and a couple of brothers and sisters with 
whom she can play. Nessie is a delight—
Dr. Habermann’s favorite BCAR dog.
 Princess Maddie, 21 months old, 
painted a cat from Maggie’s House. She 
asked if she could have a cat model for 
her, but, as I did not just fall off the turnip 
truck, I told Princess Maddie to use her 
imagination. We recently removed the 
dogs from the shelter n  BCAR  |  Page 4
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JOCELYN SMITH

Wildflower Bunch 
Garden Club

Side Burners Barbeque
BBQ, Ribs, Brisket, Chicken, 
and much more!

4753 Highway 53, Tate, GA
Walkup Hours:
Wednesday-Saturday 11am-2pm

www.sideburnersbbq.com
678-858-5201

   We Cater!

D
on’t miss another exciting 
event hosted by the Wildflower 
Bunch. Join the 160-plus WFB 
members if you have a passion 

for preserving the beauty of Big Canoe 
and enhancing your gardening skills by 
visiting wildflowerbunch.com. Click on 
the membership link at the top of the 
page to complete your online registration. 
Annual dues will be charged to your lot. 
Please contact Sue Ouderkirk, souder-
kirk@yahoo.com, with any membership 
questions or visit the Facebook page for 
up-to-date information. 
 The annual Plant Sale at the Wildcat 
Pavilion, May 6, was well attended 
despite bad weather. We are grateful 
to the many volunteers and vendors 
who made the sale successful. Vendors 
included: Green Trade Nursery, Dave 
Call’s birdhouses, Whispering Springs 
Nursery, Willow Gate Gardens, Fern 
Ridge Farms, Cabin Crafts and Amicalola 
Woodworks.
 On June 1, Amy Borden with 
Whispering Springs Garden will speak 
about “Container Gardens” prior to the 
WFB picnic lunch. Both will be at the 
Wildcat Pavilion.

CBD & 

Delta 8 products

Now offering
Alternative Nicotine
and Vapor products.

Natures Remedy

Specials offered weekly!

13361  HWY 53 East, Marble Hill, Ga  30148
770-893-1365 • Facebook: Natures Remedy

Happy shoppers went home with lovely plants purchased at the WFB annual Plant Sale, May 6. PHOTOS BY SUSAN STARLING

More exciting events from Wildflower Bunch

 Saturday, June 11, the highly 
anticipated Big Canoe Garden Tour for 
members and invited guests will be 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. The cost is $15 for members 
and $20 per guest, paid in advance. 
Onsite tickets will be $20 for members 
and $25 for guests. Details of the four 
featured gardens can be found in the 
May 2022 edition of Smoke Signals and 
online at smokesignalsnews.com. The 
gardens include: Marsha and Ron Mann, 
234 Ridgeview Drive; Gary and Nacine 
Norman, 765 Cox Mountain; Pat and Steve 
Papke, 57 Red Fox Lane; and Cathy and 
Joe Reeves, 18 Bluebird Court.
 Please note: All the gardens 
have uneven terrain/steps, so wear 
comfortable shoes and, if you walk with a 
hiking stick, we recommend using it.
 The remaining 2022 events include 
the following:
 July 6: Georgann Schmaltz, 
ornithologist, “Gardening for 
Hummingbirds”
 Aug, 3: Ellen Honeycutt, “Native Plants”
 Sept. 7: Sam Landes, Georgia 
Mushroom Club, “Identifying Native 
Mushrooms”
 Oct. 5: Allan DeNiro, “Big Canoe 
Community Garden”

 Remember to save Nov. 16 for our 
premier fall fundraising event, just in time 
for a little holiday shopping. 
 The WFB sends a special thank-
you to Lynn Coleman for her generous 
donation towards the Big Canoe 
Memorial Garden in Wildcat near the 
Red and Blue trails. Please be sure to visit 

often to appreciate new additions to our 
garden.
 Come grow with us and join 
our group. The Wildflower Bunch 
membership is open to any Big Canoe 
resident and is available throughout the 
year. Check our website or Facebook 
page for updates.
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JOCELYN SMITH

Wildflower Bunch 
Garden Club
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SERVICE & REPAIR FOR EUROPEAN LUXURY & SPORTS VEHICLES

ELITEEUROPEAN.NET
455 E. CHURCH ST. JASPER, GA 30143

• 706-692-0004 • Hours: Monday - Friday 8am – 5pm •

SERVICE BY APPOINTMENT ONLY.

We do not work on vehicles older than 15 years old.

Exterior and Interior Services

Financing Available

We Offer Discounts for 
Senior Citizens, Veterans, 
and 1st Responders

706-301-8630

            CREATING 
  AN EXPERIENCE WORTHY 
  OF YOUR EXPECTATIONS

At Force Field Roofing, we want to be sure that everyone has an incredible roofing 
experience, which is why we offer residential and commercial roofing services. 
Our professional roofing team has the experience and skill to repair or even 
completely replace both commercial and residential roofing systems. It is our goal 
to meet the needs of our clients, so we will always go above and beyond in terms 
of the roofing services we offer. Contact our team of roofers at 706-301-8630 to 
find out more about our residential and commercial roofing services.

www.forcefieldroofing.com

$250 Discount for Big Canoe® Residents

n   Residential Roofing
n   Commercial Roofing
n   Gutter Services
n   Storm Damage Roof Repair
n   Sheetrock Installation
n   Painting-Interior & Exterior
n   Water, Fire, and Mold Remediation

W
hether planting vegetables, 
flowers, shrubs or trees, 
the ground in North Geor-
gia can be a challenge. 

This is primarily due to our red clay 
being caused by a warm climate and the 
breakdown of granite from the beautiful 
Blue Ridge Mountains. It’s time-consum-
ing but not difficult to amend the clay soil; 
aerating and adding organic materials can 
ensure successful planting.
 First, test the pH level in your soil 
with a testing kit; these can be purchased 
at a local garden center. The soil in North 
Georgia needs to be in the range of 4.0 to 
8.0. Whether you are preparing dirt for 
a raised bed or to be used directly in the 
ground, break up the soil to a depth of 6 
inches and then spread at least 4 inches of 
amendments over top; These can include 
sand, gypsum, manure and fertilizer. 
Pulverized dolomite lime (also known as 
magnesium calcium carbonate) will raise 
the pH and sulfur will lower the pH. 
 Start the initial digging with a 
round-pointed shovel and turn over big 
clumps of soil, including any weeds and 
grass. Let this sit for a few days, until the 
clumps dry out enough to break up easily. 
You can go ahead and mix the appropri-
ate soil conditioners in a wheelbarrow to 
add a few days later, and then, add water 
to the soil mixture. Let it sit for at least a 
few more days before planting.
 If you are questioning exactly what 
type of amendments to apply to your 
garden or yard, Lowe’s and Home Depot 
offer a variety of “all in one” bags of soil 
conditioners, worm castings and topsoil 
packed full of great ingredients. You can 
also consider adding PHC plant start tabs 
to dirt. These tablets are unique biologi-
cal fertilizing tablets that contain nitro-
gen-fixing and phosphorus-solubilizing 
bacteria, natural humates, fertilizer and 
slow-release organic nutrients for sustain-
able plant growth. These planting tablets 
condition the soil through microbiolog-
ical activity while fertilizing the plant 
to achieve healthy, sustainable growth 
regardless of plant species or soil type.

A & M Rain Gutters
Rain Gutters • Fascia Repair

Exterior Painting • Gutter Guards
Copper • Metal Work

aandmraingutters@yahoo.com

770-595-1341

  Thank you 
              to the Friends of Smoke Signals for           supporting 

Smoke Signals, a vital source of news for Big Canoe 

and North Georgia.

Donate to Friends of Smoke Signals online at: 

smokesignalsnews.com/donate.

Smoke Signals Community Services, Inc., publisher of Smoke Signals, is a non-profit corporation organized 
under 501(c)4 regulations.  Accordingly, donations or contributions are not deductible for tax purposes.

Georgia Press 

Association “General 

Excellence” first place 
award 2015, 2016, 

2017, 2018, 2019, 

2020, 2021

“First, test the pH level in your soil with a testing kit; these can be purchased at a local garden center.”

The scoop on dirt in Big Canoe

 If you are planting trees or shrubs, 
make sure to dig a hole twice the width 
size of the root-ball, and make sure you 
dig into the sides of the existing dirt 
before adding your mixture. Many roots 
grow out and not necessarily down; this 
makes it easier for them to get a jump-
start on getting used to the native soil in 
which they will be growing.
 Add the good soil conditioner and a 
bit of topsoil with existing clay dirt, and 
make sure to break up the clay into small 
clumps. Buy a good garden vegetable 
tiller and use the flat, sharp end to make 
the job easier. You can use the other end 

to mix everything together. Adding a bit 
of starter fertilizer is never a bad idea, as 
well.
 Before placing the shrub or tree 
in the hole, break up the roots a bit to 
encourage a successful transplant from 
pot to ground and add more dirt condi-
tioning mixture around the root-ball as 
you place it in the hole. Leave the top of 
the root-ball sticking out so once it settles 
after watering, it should be in a perfect 
position.
 It’s also important to know how large 
and fast a tree or shrub will grow and to 

“With some initial effort, 
you will soon enjoy 

the results of the toil 
of preparation.”

space it accordingly. Consider re-condi-
tioning flower beds every two to three 
years because the organic matter gradual-
ly disappears. Expanded shale or Perma-
Till is a good addition to your flower beds 
to minimize this effect.
 Once you select and plant your 
USDA hardiness zone recommended 
plants (zone 7 to 8a), cover with mulch or 
pine straw to hold moisture and combat 
weeds.
 Consider expanding your garden in 
sections each year so it will encompass 
larger areas of the yard with rich, amend-
ed dirt that will sustain future planting. 
With some initial effort, you will soon 
enjoy the results of the toil of preparation. 
 So, get out there and enjoy playing 
in the dirt again. A special thanks to my 
husband for inspiring me to write about 
the dirt in Big Canoe!

A hoe can help turn over soil.Mix soil conditioners with soil.

Break up clumps of soil.
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Carla Boutin, Agent
137 Prominence Court, Suite 210

Dawsonville, GA 30534
Bus: 706-268-1500
Bus: 706-344-1300

carla@carlaboutin.com

BIG CANOE® RESIDENT

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”
I’m looking forward to serving your needs for 
insurance and financial services.
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

770-893-1904

Dr. Tim Hart (actual baby photo)

Earning your Trust

They sure are handy 
when you smile.

So keep your teeth 
around a while.

– Dr. Seuss

171 Foothills Parkway • Suite 209
Marble Hill, GA 30148

for three hours so we could steam clean. 
Princess Maddie could not go to training 
class, the dog park, or take a long hike 
like the other BCAR dogs because she is 
being treated for heartworms. She and I 
just hung out, me thinking we would both 
be bored to tears. However, I had a great 
time. Princess Maddie is a happy dog 
and loves being with people and riding 
in a car. We drove to the Starbucks in 
Dawsonville where I had coffee and we 
shared a cheese Danish. I did not want to 
take her back to BCAR. It was a great way 
to spend a morning.
 Whiskey is 12 months old. He painted 
his mom Molly and his siblings Guinness, 
Jameson, Rylee, Clover and Erin. All are 
black with some white markings, except 
Clover who is white with some black 
markings. Molly had these six puppies 
while at BCAR, and Whiskey is the only 
one yet to be adopted. Doris held a Dog-
gie Olympics at the last training session 
to see which dog had learned the most. 
Whiskey won! Doris said Whiskey has 
come a long way from when he started 
in her puppy class nine or 10 months ago: 
“He (Whiskey) REALLY has become a 
nice dog. He is going to be a great pet for 
somebody.”
 Rusty, aka Mr. Enthusiasm, is 19 
months old. To clarify, Rusty’s painting 
is an impressionist depiction of Diamond 
Dog Park and a tennis ball. Rusty, a tennis 
ball fanatic, came in second to Whiskey in 
the Doggie Olympics. According to Doris: 
“I really fell for Rusty; if I were dog-less, 
I would grab him up in a heartbeat. I am 

BCAR
n  Continued from page 1

Barbara Jensen, president of Big Canoe Artist Club, with Beanie, “Teacher’s Pet.” PHOTOS 

BY JIM KNAPP, HENRY HALL AND TOM ATTAWAY

trying to get a friend of mine to go to Big 
Canoe to meet/see him. I’ve sent photos 
and have raved about him.”
 Aspen is a wire-haired German 
pointer. This beautiful, sweet dog painted 

a bowl of dog food. Aspen was found by 
Mark Henderson, a Big Canoe employ-
ee, in the Equestrian area of Big Canoe. 
Aspen was not wearing tags and did not 
have a chip. She looked to be in good n  More photos on next page

Nessie. Squirrel.

health, nails had recently been clipped, 
and she was spayed. However, no one has 
contacted BCAR or any of the local shel-
ters or veterinarians looking for her. She 
is heartworm-positive. We started Aspen 
on a three-month treatment program.
 Barbara said the dogs paid attention 
during class, then jumped right in paint-
ing their chosen subjects. “I hope anyone 
who adopts one of these dogs recognizes 
their potential and continues to encour-
age their development in the world of art. 
I have invited each of these dogs to join 
the Big Canoe Artist Club.”
 I told Nessie that in addition to an 
Artists Club, Big Canoe has a Woodwork-
ers Club. A couple of the dogs overheard 
me and excitedly yelled “Wood?!?” Stay 
tuned …
 The dogs asked me to report each of 
these paintings is available for sale—no 
checks or credit cards. They only accept 
cash or Pupperoni.
 For information about any of the 
dogs or one of their paintings:
 • Call BCAR, 706-268-1346.
 • Check the BCAR poster in the Big 
Canoe postal facility. 
 • Visit bigcanoeanimalrescue.org.
 • Check us out on Facebook.
 • Come to Open House every Saturday, 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
 • Volunteer!

BCAR is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit, no-kill 
shelter for homeless dogs and cats found 
in the Big Canoe community, providing 
them with a safe, healthy and positive 
environment until they are adopted into 
their forever, loving homes.

Handyman Service 
& Home repair

Carpentry • Electrical • Plumbing
Drywall • Tile work • Odd Jobs

Deck & Fence Repair • Pressure Washing
Just about anything you need done

Dawsonville, GA 30534 • RSortor@windstream.net

call randy (678) 230-9893

Wildlife Exclusion

Damage Repair •  Attic Remediation

FREE INSPECTIONSFREE INSPECTIONS

706-344-9432706-344-9432

Nationally certified,
licensed and fully insured

Family owned & operated • Big Canoe® references available

MENTION THIS AD FOR 10% OFF
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(770) 561-5483  n  Mike@GAHomesandLand.com

Services for the absentee 
home owner in Big Canoe® 

and surrounding areas. 

Your home is in good hands! 
We are your eyes and ears 

when you are away.

FOR MORE INFORMATION...

Weekly To-Go Meals For 2:
• Online Order Hours  9am - 6pm

• Order Pick-Up Hours  3pm - 6:30pm
View Weekly To-Go Menu & Place Order At:
www.homerestaurantga.com

Travis Key • Mortgage Loan Originator

MAkIng 
MORTgAgES EASIER 

EvERy DAy.

• Construction/Permanent Loans
• Great Rates on Purchase or 

Refinance Transactions
• 100% Financing

• FHA and VA Loans
• Friendly Courteous Service

678-314-0346

www.regionsmortgage.com/traviskey

travis.key@regions.com

Serving Big Canoe® Serving Big Canoe® 
for 36 Yearsfor 36 Years
FREE ESTIMATES
Eugene Burt 
706-265-1650 • 706-344-7541

n  Continued from previous page

Maddie.

Aspen.

Rusty.

“I really fell for Rusty; if I were dog-less, 
I would grab him up in a heartbeat.”

FFor 12 years, Tom’s Awesome Seafood 

has been providing the freshest seafood from Atlanta 

to the mountains of North Georgia.

To receive our weekly newsletter and order 
your fresh and frozen seafood, sign up 

at www.tomsawesomeseafood.com

Call Tom at 912-344-5514 or 
email tom@tomsawesomeseafood.com

15% OFF ALL SERVICES

for Big Canoe® residents with the 

mention of this ad.

 Contact us for a quote today!
706-972-6204 • kylej0621@gmail.com
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Shop now at ACE for

FATHER’S DAYFATHER’S DAY
Ace has a large selection 

of  name brands to make great 
gifts for dad.

The helpful place.

Marble Hill

770-893-4111
26 McCain Pass • Marble Hill, GA 30148

www.AceHardware.com

SHOP ONLINE
www.AceHardware.com 

Pick it up at 

Marble Hill freight FREE! Tel. 404-861-9798
Rreemsnyder@Colesbarton.com

Coles Barton LLP 

Ronald Reemsnyder
A T T O R N E Y

25 Year Resident of Big Canoe®

I have been selected by my peers as a

“Super Lawyer” and also serve, when needed,

as the Judge for the City of Dawsonville.

My practice includes:

• L I V I N G  W I L L S •

• P O W E R S  O F  AT T O R N E Y •

• W I L L S •

RANDY WATERS

WaterSports

I 
saw a golf documentary in which 
legendary golfer Annika Sorenstam 
admitted as a young amateur she 
intentionally missed shots to avoid 

the winner’s responsibility of answering 
questions from reporters. The space be-
tween the ears very often gets in the way 
of maximum human performance. 
 Not so much with equine stars like 
Kentucky Derby winner, Rich Strike. A 
human 80:1 underdog might have felt 
he didn’t belong. Rich Strike cared not 
that he was considered an afterthought, 
a mere serf in the presence of equine 
breeding royalty. Only 1913 winner Do-
nerail, a 91:1 long shot, beat higher odds.
 Georgia is one of 18 states that does 
not have horse racing, but that doesn’t 
mean there aren’t some local connec-
tions. Big Canoe resident Lynn Burns has 
family roots tracing back to the heart of 
thoroughbred country in Kentucky. Her 
brother, Dr. Charles Kidder, is a well-
known equine veterinarian who operates 
Corner Woods Inc., a breeding facility in 
Bourbon County, northeast of Lexington. 
 Oh yes, bourbon, a major factor in 
the state’s image and the Run for the Ros-
es. Maker’s Mark was the Derby’s official 
bourbon until it was purchased by a Japa-
nese-based company. Since then, Wood-
ford Reserve, distilled by Louisville-based 
Brown-Forman, is the official bourbon of 
the Derby.
 After attending his first Kentucky 
Derby in 1976, Atlanta native and Geor-
gia Tech graduate Dean Reeves was 
hooked. Reeves Thoroughbred Racing, 
headquartered in Sugar Hill, purchased a 
colt named Mucho Macho Man in 2010. 
The name came from the hit song by the 
Village People, and the colt was a hit in 
the 2011 Derby, finishing third. 
 “Seeing and hearing the roar of 
165,000 people as we were watching the 
parade to the post was something I’ll nev-
er forget.” Mucho Macho Man currently 
stands at stud at Hill ’n’ Dale Farm, in 
Paris, Kentucky. Reeves’ operation cur-
rently campaigns as many as 40 horses 
and, in any given week, might have seven 
or eight running at tracks around the 
country. One of their colts won a stakes 
race at Churchill Downs the Wednesday 
before the Derby.

Bourbon is a major factor in Kentucky’s 
image. PHOTOS BY RANDY WATERS

A jockey and his ride warm up for the Run for the Roses.

The dates the Kentucky Derby has been held are proudly 
displayed.

Beautiful Churchill Downs.

Horse sense and local connections

 Big Canoe resident Lloyd Collins 
passed away in late January. Lloyd loved 
college basketball and was the University 
of Louisville Cardinal mascot in the ’60s, 
when, as he told me, “they made my head 
out of paper mache and the Memphis 
fans tried to rip it off.” His banking career 
in Louisville opened doors to Churchill 
Downs, and one of his duties was to show 
invited celebrities around the track. He 
also escorted various owners and their 
entourages around the paddock and barn 
areas. One of the groups to which he was 
assigned was the Spend a Buck party. Pur-
chased for the bargain basement price of 
$12,500, Spend a Buck won the 1985 Derby.

 While working at NBC affiliate 
WAVE-TV in Louisville, September 1976 
through March 1981, I came to appreci-
ate what the Derby means to the city 
and the state. The NCAA tournament 

moves around the country, as does the 
College Football Playoff Championship. 
The Derby has one home and, except 
for the COVID-postponed 2020 race, is 
run on the first Saturday in May. One of 
the day-after-Derby local news stories is 
the massive cleanup. Our reporter found 
a young man wandering near Churchill 
Downs Sunday afternoon, still looking for 
his car. Turns out he was a student at the 
same small Ohio college yours truly at-
tended. Hey, GPS was decades away and 
the local distilled products tend to dull the 
senses.

Randy Waters has been 
a TV/radio sportscaster 
since 1973 in Lexington, 
Louisville, Pittsburgh 
and Atlanta—WXIA/11 
Alive (1984-2013.) He 
hosted the Falcons 
programming on CW69 
and is the color analyst 
for Georgia Tech/IMG 

basketball radio network, 1994-current.

RANDY WATERS

“Seeing and hearing 
the roar of 165,000 people 
as we were watching the 

parade to the post 
was something I’ll 

never forget.”
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KENNETH KIDD, MGA PRESIDENT

Men’s 
Golf Association 

T
he MGA held its Replay 
Tournament, April 22 and 
23. Everyone had a chance to 
improve their Friday score on 

Saturday. There were nine flights of players 
with 92 participants. First place in the 
flights were Joe Marushak, Mitch Smith, 
Todd Stephens, Billy Smith, Tim Towle, Jim 
Rice, Buddy Williams, Ted Cooper, William 
Nelson and Bob Cooper. A great time was 
had by everyone.  
 The Spring Member-Member 
tournament was scheduled for Friday 
and Saturday, May 6 and 7. Mother 
Nature changed those plans with rain and 
thunderstorms on Friday, so that round 
was canceled. All teams played Saturday in 
misty and cool temperatures. There were 
88 golfers in five flights, with a playoff for 
the flight winners’ cups after play.  
 Flight-winning teams competing for 
the cups were Harvard and Stephens, Floyd 
and O’Haren, Sievers and Rice, Ballock and 
Smith, Knapp and Tomblin. With a tense 

WILL JACKSON

Black Bear
Project

I
f you’re a morning person, you’ve been 
entertained by the bird calls that fill 
our forest as the sun peeks over the 
hills and through our trees this time of 

year. That avian symphony announces the 
arrival of spring and all the good things that 
come with it, which clearly does not include 
carpenter bees and pollen.
 Why are the birds so active and full 
of song right now? It’s a busy time of year 
for them. The flowers are blooming, new 
growth is filling the tree branches and there 
is abundant food available in the seeds and 
blossoms of nature. Those timely nutrients 
are vital, because birds have important 
things to do. There are nests to build, eggs 
to lay and nurture, and fledglings to feed 
and raise.
 Do the birds need our human help 
to satisfy their hunger? Nope. There is 
abundant food available, provided by 
Mother Nature every day. Would a feeding 
tray on my back deck be needed? Not at all.
 True birders—formerly “bird 
watchers”—enjoy seeing birds in the wild, 
in their natural habitat. But a tray or tube 
of seed on the back porch is a far cry from 
a bird’s native territory. There must be 
some other reason folks put bird feeders 
on their porches. Could it be for our own 
viewing pleasure or our Facebook photos 
of the most fragrant sunflower seed in the 

Morning in Big Canoe

The very best way to watch birds … and bears.

neighborhood?
 Those motives might be OK if they 
didn’t have negative consequences. But they 
do. Out-of-season bird seed presents a fatal 
attraction to wild animals, most significantly 
the black bears that are out, about and 
hungry in these woods. That is precisely 
why the rules of Big Canoe specifically 
prohibit stocking bird feeders most of the 
year. December, January and February—
when the trees are bare, bears are less 
active, and food is scarce for birds—are just 
fine for supplying bird seed from our decks. 
Definitely not now.
 As a community, there is strong 
appreciation for Big Canoe’s founding 
motto—“Living in harmony with nature”—
and volunteers have contributed time, 
money and resources over the years to 
make that commitment a reality. Progress 
is hampered by those who post photos 
of bears drawn to homes by bird feeders 
or other attractants. Those are not “cute” 
pictures for our visitors or residents; they 
can lead to wrongheaded attitudes and 
dangerous, even fatal, consequences for 
people and bears.
 Encourage your friends and neighbors 
to understand the bare facts of bear reality. 
Your voice makes a difference. You know 
the old one-liner: “What’s the difference 
between ignorance and apathy? I don’t 
know and I don’t care.” You can help spread 
knowing and caring. 
 Fred Rogers (TV’s Mister Rogers to a 
generation of children) used to sing, “It’s a 
beautiful day in the neighborhood ...” It still 
is around here. As Benjamin Franklin said 
about the new American republic at the 
close of the Constitutional Convention, “… if 
we can keep it.”

The team of Jim Rice and Keith Sievers 
takes the prize for the MGA Spring 
Member-Member.

Replay winners, left to right: Joe Marushak (flight 1), Buddy Williams (flight 7),
Mitch Smith (flight 2), Tim Towle (flight 5) and Bob Cooper (flight 9). Not pictured: 
Todd Stephens (flight 3), Billy Smith (flight 4), Jim Rice (flight 6) and Ted Cooper 
(flight 8). PHOTOS COURTESY OF BCMGA

MGA members enjoy 
two tournaments

playoff on Creek No. 9, the cup winners 
were Jim Rice and Keith Sievers. 
Congratulations!
 The next big tournament in Big 
Canoe is the Member-Guest, June 8-11. 
The MGA has secured sponsors for 
this great tournament. We are looking 
forward to a great summer of golf!

GOLD 
AWOL - Awesome Women on the Lake | Live Oak Roofing | Moreau’s 

Lemongrass Farms’ Botanicals 

SILVER
Piedmont Mountainside Hospital | Skyfall Roofing and Renovations

Slater’s “more than just” Floors | Zinney Laser and Anti Aging

BRONZE
Atlanta Information Technology Services | Bob & Carolyn Mackey

Carolyn Littell & Tom Petrigliano - Century 21 Results | David & Vee 
Thompson | Emily’s Bar & Restaurant | Faith in Four Foundation/Paul Eanes
Fetching Styles Spa & Boutique | Foothills IGA Market | Ham & Sandra Gadd 

Merrill Lynch - Scott Dozier | Moore Colson 
CPAs & Advisers | Parish Lowrie State Farm | Premier Image

PSI - Brad & Denise Morgan | RBM of Alpharetta | Sam & Suzanne 
Harman | Smoke Signals | United BMW 

FRIENDS OF THE BEAR SOCIETY
Bob & Amy Tropfenbaum | Bob & Barb Knysz | Bocce Boys 

Candace Jackson | Charlene Merriman | Created Designs Hair Salon 
Dave & Cynthia Hahmann | David & Mary Jo Cox | David & Nancy Robertson

 Dawsonville Distinctive Denistry | Fryer, Shuster, Lester & Pollack, P.C. 
Good Sheperd Clinic of Dawson County | Harry Norman, Realtors - 

Big Canoe | Home Restaurant | James & Diana Spearman 
Jewerly by Selin | Jon & Judi Schoeler | Katie McGrady 

- Allman | Kimberly Hackler - Century 21 Results | LPGA Pro Joan Delk
 Mountain Super Sweep Chimney Service | Nicky Sensale Landscape Design
Regions Mortgage - Travis Key | Scott Shiffman Jewelry Design |  Sourwood

 Stacy Johnson | Steve Yambor - Big Canoe Realty | The Old Mulehouse 
Tipsy Canoe Group | Tom’s Awesome Seafood

Special Thanks to the Big Canoe
Chapel and The Bear Society.

Thank You to all our Sponsors 

of the May 14th Benefit Concert at the Terraces of Big Canoe®!

Ruth House Ministries, The Timothy House and 
The Good Shepherd Clinic of Dawson County 

are forever grateful!
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BY LAURA SMITH

I
n June, the Big Canoe Hiking Club 
will visit Fort Mountain State Park 
near Chatsworth, within the Cohutta 
Mountains. The area around this 

park was once home to the Cherokee 
for many decades. The name of the park 
comes from an ancient stone wall near 
the mountain crest that was reportedly 
constructed between 500 and 1500 CE by 
peoples who predated the Cherokee. The 
purpose of the wall is unknown. 
 Land for the park was donated by 
Ivan Allen, Sr., father of Ivan Allen, Jr., 
mayor of Atlanta for many years. The 
park opened in 1936, and many of the 
buildings and trails were constructed by 
the Civilian Conservation Corps. One 
notable feature of the park is a stone fire 
tower originally constructed by stone-
mason Arnold Bailey, which was recon-
structed after a fire to its unique historical 
configuration (gastateparks.org/Fort-
Mountain). The club will make the 1-mile 
hike to this historic fire tower and then 
drive to hike the Lake Loop trail, which is 
1.2 miles, around the park’s lake. This hike 
promises both historical and outdoors en-
joyment for club members and has hikes 
achievable for all levels of hikers.
 Two hikes were featured on May 17. 
The primary hike was a challenging trek 
to Mt. Yonah. This trail is a 4.5-mile out-
and-back near Cleveland. The long-dis-
tance views from the top are worth the 
effort, with rocks to climb along the way. 
The second hike was a local favorite 
as we returned to Blackwell Creek, the 
Covered Bridge, and Mediation trails. 
This 2.5-mile loop near The Terraces is 
easy-to-moderate and a great hike for 
dog lovers as well. However, later in the 
warm season, be cautious of yellow jack-
ets.
 The photos accompanying this article 
are from the club’s April adventure to 
Unicoi State Park and Lodge near Helen 
for our annual two-night hiking trip. De-
tails are available in the May 2022 Smoke 
Signals. Unicoi State Park and Lodge with 
its pleasant lodge rooms, good dining 
facilities and first-class staff is a great lo-
cation for a group trip. This year, 60-plus 
hikers attended. Many thanks to our hike 
leaders, particularly Mike Trimble and Di 
Spearman, for making the arrangements.

Good times were had by Big Canoe Hiking 
Club members attending the annual 

adventure at Unicoi State Park. PHOTOS 

COURTESY OF BIG CANOE HIKING CLUB LEADERS

Good times abound with Big Canoe Hiking Club

     Certified Insurance Counselor

Agent/Partner
Full Time Big Canoe® Resident

Norton Mountain Insurance
www.nortonmountaininsurance.com

INSURANCE
AUTO - HOME - LIFE - BUSINESS

CHRIS KEMP

Call us to review and 
quote your insurance…

678-714-4027
ckemp@nortoninsurance.com

Over 200 Insurance Companies!

EXPERIENCE • EXPERTISE • OPTIONS

INSURANCE SINCE 1928
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DR. RAY HABERMANN

Vet’s Q&A Clinic

Family Owned & Operated

CUSTOM COMFORT 
SPECIALISTS

SALES, SERVICE &
INSTALLATION

770.735.2724
Visit our website: www.cheshirehvac.com

Ask about

Seasonal

Instant Rebates

and 

0% Financing!

$200.00 OFF complete HVAC 
system replacements* 

*Certain restrictions may apply - please call us for details.

Our address is
136 Liberty Lane, Jasper, GA 30143

NEW CUSTOMER PROMOTION: 
Sign up today for our Maintenance program 

and receive $20.00 OFF*
 *Certain restrictions may apply - please call us for details.

JEANNE T. HEIDLER

Maggie’s
House

C
ats have been our companions 
for thousands of years, and 
many myths have grown around 
them, some with a kernel of 

truth but mostly false. Here are a few.
 • Cats have nine lives. False. This 
has been perpetuated by the fact cats can 
survive many situations humans can’t, 
such as falls from a great height. The 
increased altitude gives cats time to twist 
their bodies in mid-air and land on their 
feet. However, a cat can still suffer severe 
injuries and death. The saying may have 
come from ancient Egypt, where cats 
were worshipped, as is only their right. 
The cat-headed goddess, Bast, was said 
to have nine lives. An old English proverb 
tells us: “A cat has nine lives. For three he 
plays, for three he strays and for three he 
stays.”
 • Cats always land on their feet. 
Sometimes. As mentioned, cats can twist 
their bodies in mid-air and perform like 
acrobats, but they can still be injured. 
Keep your cat safe by making sure all 
windows have secure screens. 
 • Cats are aloof creatures. Sometimes. 
With proper socialization, cats can be 
loving companions. They can form deep 
relationships with their humans and with 
other animals. Some cats prefer to be an 
only cat, a good reason to have more than 
one food, water bowl and litter box in a 
multi-cat home. A good rule-of-thumb is 
to have one litter box for each cat and one 
extra. Most cats will enjoy being brushed 
gently and, once they have bonded, 

cuddling with you—but on their schedule, 
not yours.
 • Cats can live on a vegan diet. False. 
Cats are meat eaters, and they need 
taurine, an amino acid found in meat 
necessary for normal heart function and 
vision. Eating a taurine-free diet can result 
in multiple health problems.
 • Cats cannot be trained. False. They 
may not be trainable to work in a circus 
act, but they will easily learn to use the 
litter box and scratching posts. If you are 
willing to put in the effort, they can also 
learn tricks, such as a “high-five.” They 
don’t respond to punishment; use rewards 
and be patient.
 • A female cat needs to have a 
litter before she is spayed. Definitely 
NO. Spaying helps cats avoid mammary 
tumors and ovarian/uterine cancer. 
Spaying helps them live longer, healthier 
lives.
 • A black cat is unlucky. False. I doubt 
anyone believes that these days, but black 
cats can still be harassed, especially on 
Halloween. In Scotland, a black cat on 
your doorstop means money is coming 
your way!
 • Cats have perfect night vision. 
False. They have much better vision than 
we do, but it is not perfect. A cat’s retina 
has more rods, helping with their night 
vision, and their eyes can open wider, 
letting in more light.
 • Cats are nocturnal. Partly true. Cats 
are still most active at dawn and dusk, 
when they would be hunting in the wild. 
You may have noticed our little fur-balls 
still have a strong hunting instinct but, 
once they are used to living in a house, 
they are usually content to share our bed 
and cuddle at night.
 Whatever the truths or myths, 
our felines remain a little wild at heart, 
perhaps one of the reasons they are 
natural comedians and so easy to love!

Revisiting canine 
vaccine information

opossums live. This means it’s probably 
appropriate for most of my patients. 
 That said, several of my colleagues 
have reported seeing the disease in their 
patients and, when questioned about which 
tests have been used to diagnose it, many 
said they didn’t test as the dogs had all the 
clinical signs and bloodwork abnormalities 
expected for the disease. The problem I 
have with this logic is I too have seen many 
patients I thought might have the disease 
based on the bloodwork, clinical signs and 
potential exposure to the bacteria, but, 
when we ran the tests, they were negative. 
Hence, I really don’t know how common 
the disease is this area.

Dog flu
 The dog flu is a topic near-and-dear to 
me because of all the misleading informa-
tion surrounding it. About 12 years ago, this 
disease was found in some racing grey-
hounds at a kennel in Florida. It took the 
vaccine companies a split second to come 
up with a vaccine, which I thought some-
what odd. 
 Rather than get into all the signs, 
treatments, pitfalls of the vaccine, etc., let’s 
get to the meat and potatoes. The vaccine 
is formulated to protect (a loosely inter-
preted word, at that) against two strains: 
H3N8 and H3N2. According to Dr. Ford, 
H3N8 is extinct—missing-in-action, so to 
speak, and hasn’t been found in years. H3N2 
is rare and has been seen recently only on 
the West Coast at a port of entry for dogs 
coming into the country, but nowhere else. 
So, I ask:  Do we want vaccinate our pets 
for something so rare and unlikely to be an 
issue? I feel, as did Dr. Ford at this seminar, 
the proper response is no. As a result, there 
is no reason to recommend this vaccination, 
and I do not keep it in stock at my clinic.

Direct questions about this topic or 
any other you would like Dr. 

Habermann to address 
in future articles to 
foothillsvet@windstream.
net or 706-216-1356.

RAY HABERMANN

Q: Dr. Habermann, Is there any new pet vac-
cination information we need to know?

A:  Fortunately, there haven’t been too 
many changes or new recommendations 
in the immunology world for both cats and 
dogs lately. However, I did attend a vaccine 
seminar by Dr. Ford of North Carolina State 
University recently, where I received some 
updated information on vaccines for lepto-
spirosis (lepto for short) and the dog flu. 

Leptospirosis
 Leptospirosis is a bacterium that can 
infect animals and humans, making it of 
great concern for those of us in public 
health. It’s commonly spread by wild 
animals, such as raccoons, opossum and 
rodents—among many other animals. It 
can be devastating, even fatal, to pets and 
people contracting the disease. While the 
disease occurs in this area of Georgia, given 
the number of positive tests in this region, 
it’s not too common. 
 Years ago, the available vaccine 
worked against two strains, and it was 
highly reactive—meaning we saw quite 
a number of vaccine reactions. There-
fore, many veterinarians had a hard time 
recommending vaccination because of the 
infrequency of disease occurrence vs. the 
number of vaccine reactions. 
 At the conference, Dr. Ford said the 
newer vaccine covers more variants of the 
bacteria (four vs. two) and, because of the 
way the newer vaccine is made, reactions 
have diminished greatly. Dr. Ford thinks 

this vaccine should be considered for 
most, if not all, animals that spend 

some degree of time outdoors 
and/or in the vicinity 

where raccoons and 

Myth: 
Cats always land 

on their feet.

Common cat myths
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DORIS DRESSLER, CPDT-KA

Doggie
Dialogues

The Malik Family have been enclosing

North Georgia’s most beautiful porches and patios

for over 20 years. Homeowners, designers,

contractors, and commercial builders trust our

experienced team to provide reliable solutions

to any screen and enclosure challenge.

GEM SCREENS
Free Estimates: 770.479.5299

jim@gemscreens.com
1260 Airport Drive, Ball Ground GA 30107

www.GemScreens.com

PORCH AND PATIO
make it your favorite space 

with Eze-Breeze sliding panels.

Show Us 
Your 

Porch!

ENJOY YOUR

Enjoy Viewing the Blossoms

Wayside Animal Hospital 

WAYSIDE ANIMAL HOSPITAL 
EXPANDS TO OFFER 

REHABILITATION SERVICES 

Dr. Kim Neff, DVM, CCRT, CVC, CVA

•Certified in Physical Therapy 
•Acupuncture 
•Chiropractic
•Great Alternative for arthritis
•Improve Mobility for pets of all ages

Who might benefit from Rehabilitation Services?
•Senior Patients
•Patients with Previous bone or joint issues 
•Orthopedic Patients
•Chronic Pain Patients
•Overweight Patients
•Sporting or Athletic Pets

706-692-2210 • www.waysideah.com

I
s your dog a jumper? Google “com-
mon dog behavior problems” and 
you’ll find jumping is usually near 
the top of the list.

 Jumping starts early when puppies 
leap up to greet and reach their mothers; 
this behavior is subsequently transferred 
to humans. Dogs quickly learn jumping is 
a great attention-getting behavior, albeit 
not a desirable one from the human point-
of-view.
 Jumping is challenging to address 
because humans unintentionally rein-
force the behavior. How often has your 
dog jumped on a guest only to have your 
guest gush, “It’s OK, I love dogs!”

What to do if your dog jumps
 Most of us may remember B.F. Skin-
ner’s theory of operant conditioning from 
college psychology classes. Skinner ascer-
tained that behavior which is rewarded 
will likely be repeated, while unrewarded 
behaviors tend to go away.
 If you want to preempt jumping as 
your dog’s default behavior, start reward-
ing him consistently for sitting. Redirect 
jumping by teaching your dog that sitting, 
not jumping, gets him what he wants. 
 Here are several things to try if your 
dog attempts to jump:
 • Step back quickly before your 
jumping dog can land on you. Ask the dog 
to “sit.” Once the dog sits, reward with 
praise, touch or a treat. If he jumps again, 
step back again. Repeat until the dog real-
izes sitting gets him attention—jumping 
does not.

Remotes and Transponder Key
Motorcycle / RV Keys

Boat Keys • Locks Changed
Safes Open and Repaired

Commercial Locks Rekeyed

 

 •  770-587-1407 •
571 East Main Street, Canton Ga 30114

lock23half@windstream.net

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
Pressure Washing, Soft Washing, 
Heated Washing, Roofs, Gutters, 
Siding, Driveways, Patios and Decks

Call or Text 770-315-7404
Completeexteriorwash.com

Local and Dependable

Dogs learn jumping is a great attention-
getting behavior. PHOTO COMPLIMENTS OF BETHANY 

FERR, PEXELS.COM

Stop the jumping
 • Turn your back on the dog. Some 
dogs will run around to face you and 
attempt to jump again. Continue turning 
your back until the dog gets frustrated 
and offers a “sit.” Immediately reward.
 • Try moving into the dog’s space 
to preempt jumping. Make sure this will 
be effective before trying it by leaning 
slightly forward and taking a step towards 
your dog when he is calm and standing or 
sitting in front of you. Observe your dog’s 
body language; if he leans away or takes 
a small step back, you have a dog that 
is sensitive to his space. The next time 
your dog looks like he is going to jump on 
you, lean forward slightly and take a step 
towards him, occupying the space he was 
about to enter.
 • If your dog jumps, then sits, keep 
backing away until the dog sits without 
jumping first.
 • If you are using treats as a reward, 
be sure to offer them to your dog at nose 
level. Holding the treat high will only en-
courage jumping.

Other things to remember
 Consistency is key—this is the pri-
mary reason so many owners fail to keep 
their dogs from jumping. Everybody who 
interacts with the dog must be instructed 
not to reward jumping by petting the dog 
when he does. Keep in mind that even 
pushing the dog off is a reward—the dog 
is still getting attention (being touched), 
even if it’s negative. 
 Set your dog up for success and keep 
your dog on a leash around humans until 
he learns not to jump. If you have guests 
coming, leash your dog and have him sit 
as your guests enter the house. When 
walking your dog, have him on leash and 
instruct him to sit if somebody wants to 
greet him. Instruct your guests to ignore 
the dog (turn their backs) if he jumps.
 Practice polite greeting behavior with 
a helper who can restrain your dog on 

leash or, if you are alone, tether your dog 
to a heavy object or place your dog be-
hind a baby gate. Approach the dog and, 
if he jumps, turn around or step away. Do 
not acknowledge the dog until he sits.
 Don’t become frustrated if the dog’s 
jumping behavior gets worse before it 
gets better. Because jumping has been so 
effective in the past, your dog may keep 
trying what used to work. Psychologists 
call this an “extinction burst.”
 Be firm and consistent, and your dog 
will soon learn that “four on the floor” 
gets him the attention he desires. 
 Happy training!

Doris Dressler is a 
CPDT-KA (certified 
professional dog trainer, 
knowledge assessed) 
with more than 20 
years’ experience 
training service dogs 
and family pet dogs. 

DORIS DRESSLER
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THE MARKETPLACE
Neighbors talking to neighbors

For information about placing an ad in The Marketplace, contact sales @smokesignalsnews.com

SMOKE SIGNALS CLASSIFIEDS
For information about placing an ad in Smoke Signals Classifieds, contact classified@smokesignalsnews.com
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...............................................................................

ANNOUNCEMENTS
...............................................................................

JOIN ROTARY CLUB OF JASPER. Network with 

local business and professional leaders. Our motto is 

“Service Above Self.” Email jaspergarotary@gmail.

com. 
...............................................................................

DONATIONS NEEDED
...............................................................................

PLEASE HELP PICKENS ANIMAL RESCUE. P.A.R. 

needs donated items for its Thrift Store. Furniture, 

home goods, media, no clothing. 100% tax 

deductible. 706-253-5947. 

DONATE NO-LONGER-NEEDED, GOOD-

CONDITION FURNITURE to Dawson County’s 

Humane Society Resale Shop & Boutique. Donations 

100% tax deductible. Support our no-kill shelter. 

706-525-5030. 
................................................................................

HOME IMPROVEMENT
................................................................................

W CRETE specializes in driveways, sidewalks, patios, 

slabs, pavers, sinkhole repairs, retaining walls and 

landscaping. Please give us a call at 678-454-0174 

for a free estimate. 

PLUMBING. Mountainside Plumbing, Inc. 

Unrestricted Master Plumber - Rusty Grantham. 

New Construction, Service Work, Remodels. 

Office: 706-692-4277. Cell: 770-894-1716. 

mountainsideplumbing@hotmail.com. 

KINGDOM POWER ELECTRICAL SERVICES is a 

Licensed and Insured Electrical Contractor providing 

services specific to your needs. No job too small. Call 

Today 706-429-4340 
...............................................................................

HOME REPAIR/SERVICES
...............................................................................

GEORGIA CLOCK REPAIR appreciates your 

continued support during the COVID crisis & we 

continue to pray for your safety.  We have been 

servicing new & antique clocks in the Big Canoe & 

Bent Tree areas for more than 15 years. Please call 

or text 770-781-9536 for an appointment or visit 

georgiaclockrepair.com for additional information. 

APPLIANCE SERVICE AND MORE has a new 

local number for service. Please call us for your 

household appliance service, 706-253-0775 or 678-

458-0775. 
...............................................................................

HOUSE CLEANING/ORGANIZATION
...............................................................................

PLUMB CRAZY CLEANING Angie is your cleaning 

pro taking New Customers. Weekly, Biweekly and 

Airbnb’s. More than 20 years experience. References 

Available. Call 404-801-5191 
...............................................................................

LANDSCAPING SERVICES/SUPPLIES
...............................................................................

LANDSCAPE DESIGNS AND INSTALLATION 

Specifically for Big Canoe’s Growing Conditions 

as well as Maintenance Programs specifically for 

Owner/Property’s Needs.   34 gardening years in Big 

Canoe...Cynthia Hendry 770-337-2277.

PETERSON LANDSCAPE Pine Straw Sales & 

Service, Leaf Blowing, Clean Up, Seasoned Firewood, 

Delivery Available, Free Estimates. David Peterson 

770-298-8294. 
...............................................................................

PET SERVICES/SUPPLIES
................................................................................

CAT BOARDING - PRIVATE HOME $20/1-2 cats 

per 24 hr/day. $5 additional cat/s. NO cages! Bring 

preferred food/litter. Bent Tree, Jasper 30143. Refs. 

678-884-7600.
...............................................................................

SUPPORT GROUPS
...............................................................................

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS WOMEN meets 

every Wednesday, noon, Holy Family Episcopal Church, 

Pete’s Porch, 204 Griffith Road. Closed discussion. 

Information, 706-253-2323 or 404-525-3178.   

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS meets every 

Saturday, 9 a.m., Broyles Center at Big Canoe 

Chapel, downstairs, rear outside entrance. 

Information: 706-253-2323, 404-525-3178. 

FREE PREGNANCY TESTS, COUNSELING, 

PARENTING CLASSES. The Pregnancy Center. 

706-253-6303. Open Monday, Wednesday & Friday 

12:00-5:00 p.m. 7 Caring Way Jasper, GA 30143. 

Appointments and walk-ins. www.babyontheway.

org. 

SOBER ON CHURCH STREET Pickens Area Group: 

Mon – Sat 6:00 pm, Sun 4:00 pm.  Fish Who Fly: 

Mon – Sat 7:30 am.  Closer Look: Mon, Wed, Fri 

8:00 pm.  Women’s Meeting: Wed 12:00 pm.  Men’s 

Meeting: Sat 10:00 am.  1549 East Church St. 706-

253-1691. 
...............................................................................

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
...............................................................................

THE PICKENS ANIMAL RESCUE THRIFT STORE, 

a nonprofit supporting the Pickens Animal Rescue 

Ranch is looking for volunteer staff.  Contact: Jean, 

jhanely@etcmail.com / 419-601-2521. 

BOYS & GIRLS CLUBS. Seeking experienced 

non-profit grant writer willing to be paid for results. 

Contact 706-253-2582 or jwells@bgcng.org. 

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY - PICKENS 

COUNTY seeking volunteers. Many skill needs. 

Current priorities are volunteer relations, jobsite 

management. Contact Monique Vinelli: 706-253-

4610 / pickenshfh@gmail.com / www.pickenshfh.

org. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED for Good Samaritan 

Health and Wellness Center. Medical experience not 

required. Please call our volunteer office, 706-253-

4673, or email volunteer@goodsamhwc.org. 

ANGELS ON HORSEBACK, a non-profit serving 

Pickens and surrounding counties, is looking for 

volunteers. Contact angelsonhorseback.org or 770-

894-7297. Horse experience not required!

Tap into our strong market~
20,000 Readership
6,500 Circulation

90 Locations
7 North Georgia counties

Georgia Press Association 
“General Excellence” Award

First place winner: 2015, 2016, 
2017, 2018, 2019, 2020 & 2021

Dive into DigitalDive into Digital  
withwith  Smoke SignalsSmoke Signals

Weekly UpdatesWeekly Updates

Sign up now at:Sign up now at:  

smokesignalsnews.comsmokesignalsnews.com
 

 
 

LOCAL BANKING IS 
BETTER BANKING

Community Bank of Pickens County 
is the only locally owned and operated 
bank in our area. Come by our Cove 
Road location today and let us help 

you make the switch to your
hometown bank. MEMBER FDIC

COMMUNITY BANK 
OF PICKENS COUNTY

 65 Cove Road • 15 Sammy McGhee Blvd.
Lobby M-F 9-5 | Drive Thru M-F 8-5 & Sat 8-12

(706) 253-9600 • www.cbopc.com

NICKY SENSALE 
LANDSCAPE DESIGN 

What makes a landscape stand out in 
a neighborhood? A well thought out landscape 

design. Transform your home with lush 
plants & trees, let your garden shine! 

Create intrigue, enlighten & delight with 
a custom landscape design.

NICKY SENSALE
Certified Landscape Designer

Big Canoe Resident
949-873-3844 

Email: NicoleSensale@Aol.com

Nicky Sensale
Landscape Design

GRAB HOT ITEMS FOR SUMMER!
Brighton, Clock Tower Market, Natural Life, 
Swig Life, Willow Tree, Michel Design Soaps 
and Lotions, Home Decor, Ladies Apparel, 

Free Gift Wrap!

CLOCK TOWER GIFTS & BOUTIQUE
One North Main St., Jasper | 706-253-3070

M - F  11a.m. - 4p.m. | Sat  10a.m. - 3p.m. 
clocktowergiftsandboutique@gmail.com

      Visit us on          Clock Tower Gifts and      
                                Boutique

RESIDENTIAL AND 
COMMERCIAL

Pressure Washing, Soft Washing,
Heated Washing, Roofs, Gutters,

Siding, Driveways, Patios and Decks

COMPLETE EXTERIOR 
WASH SERVICES

Call or Text
770-315-7404

Completeexteriorwash.com

Local and Dependable

YOU WON’T BELIEVE OUR SELECTION
Find gluten-free foods, natural 

groceries, vitamins, supplements, 
herbs, homeopathic remedies, 

essential oils, and more. 

NATURAL MARKET PLACE
140 Mark Whitfield Drive, Jasper, GA

706-253-6933
www.naturescornermarket.com

M-F 10am - 6pm
Sat 9am - 5pm • Closed Sun

$5.00 off$5.00 off
$25 purchase or more 6/1/22 - 6/30/22

NO NEED TO DRIVE TO ATLANTA!
A full service hair and color studio

is located right here 
in beautiful downtown Jasper.

SALON 84
84 W. Church Street, Jasper, GA 30143

706-253-9876 | www.salon84jasper.com
Mon: Closed | Tue: 9:00am - 6:00pm

Wed: 9:00am - 7:00pm | Thur: 9:00am - 8:00pm
Fri: 9:00am - 5:00pm

Sat: 9:00am-2:00pm | Sun: Closed 

CHECK OUT OUR JUNE SPECIALS!
30-Minute Infrared Sauna and 

60-Minute Massage 
for just $89!

BREATHE WELL | LOOK WELL | FEEL WELL
 

SALT MEDSPA OF DAWSONVILLE
78 Dawson Village Way N, 

Dawsonville, GA 
678-835-SALT (7258)

www.saltmedspa.com/Dawsonville

YOUR HERITAGE JEWELRY 
REDESIGNED TO 

CONTEMPORARY CLASSIC
Scott Shiffman can custom design a piece of 
jewelry by styling new and old precious gems 

& metals. Scott can redesign and/or re-purpose 
your dated jewelry using computer assisted 

design (CAD software). This opens up endless 
possibilities & along with your interaction, 
makes for a very enjoyable experience.

SCOTT SHIFFMAN
770-653-1773  |  scottshiffman.com

sshiffman@tds.net
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