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DORIS DRESSLER, CPDT-KA

Doggie
Dialogues

O
n May 22, my husband and 
I made the painful decision 
to put our beloved Labrador 
retriever, Drop, to sleep. He 

was in declining health and even though 
we knew it was time, it was still a difficult 
decision to make.
 We contacted Sweet Dreams, a 
local business that does in-home pet 
euthanasia. The compassionate and caring 
staff took the time to discuss the decision-
making process with us. That helped 
make the situation easier to accept but, 
more importantly, peaceful and stress-
free for Drop.

How to make the decision
 Modern medicine can keep our pets 
alive, but there comes a time when that 
may no longer be the best choice. How do 

BY LAURA SMITH

T
his July, the Big Canoe Hiking 
Club will visit Pine Log Creek 
Trail near Cartersville, a 4.2-mile 
loop trail near Rydal. This double-

loop trail is rated moderate and winds 
through pines and hardwoods to reach a 
historic Civilian Conservation Corps quarry 
pond. 
 The area was the location of a 
Cherokee settlement known as Pine Log 
Town, which originated before 1785. The 
signing of the 1785 Treaty of Hopewell by 
Chief Yellow Bird took place here. This 

treaty between the United States and the 
Cherokees outlined western boundaries 
for white settlement while also defining 
boundaries for the Cherokees, along with 
special provisions concerning trade and 
conduct. This former Cherokee community 
is on Georgia Highway 140, three miles east 
of U.S. Highway 411. Bartow County now 
owns much of this historic site (Pine Log 
Historical Society, Inc., 2021).
 The cicadas have been out in full force 
this spring but seemed to finally quiet 
down in mid-June, making for easier hiking 
conditions. Thankfully, the outcry of cicadas 
only occurs once per 17 years. Those of us 

W
hether your border is 
along a driveway, sidewalk 
or path, a little thought, 
research and planning 

can make it a perfect presentation to 
continually welcome guests to your 
home or entertain guests at the height of 
summer. The design goals and priorities 
drive plant selections and placement. 

Welcoming guests
 Entries seem more welcoming if 
the border is relatively low in scale. 
Obviously, borders that greet guests all 
year long must look neat all year long, so 
a supporting array of hardy evergreens 
will be necessary. Any offering of seasonal 
color in an annual or deciduous herbaceous 
perennial probably should be tucked 
toward the middle or back of the border 
and supported by evergreens. If you use 
deciduous shrubs, selecting one with an 
interesting winter form or color skeleton is 
a plus, making it a focal point in winter. 
 Driveway borders at Big Canoe can 

vary considerably with the upward and 
downward slopes and the hardscape 
supporting them. One can generally be 
more liberal in presentation if (like ours) 
yours is 300 feet uphill. Drivers are focused 
on the top as a destination rather than what 
we have planted along the edges. I suggest 
at least 30% should be evergreen. 

Entertaining guests
 A glass of wine, a summer evening 
and a walk in someone’s garden is as good 
as life gets for me. Lisa and Brian Goddard 
recently created such an event, allowing 
guests to see what they had done with the 
late Larry Miller’s garden on Beech Fern 
Knoll in Big Canoe. Larry was an avid 
plant collector and winner of Big Canoe’s 
coveted Woodland Award. I have included 
some pictures of this lovely garden’s 
borders in this edition. Keep in mind this 
is a collector’s garden. He also loved the 
sound of water in his garden.
 No Big Canoe discussion on border 
design would be complete without 
including Bonnie Plikaytis’ garden. Bonnie 
paints with plants. If the picture does not 
please her artist’s eye, she digs it up and 
moves it. Lunch and a garden tour with 
Bonnie and some garden buddies can 
surpass the fun of a Mardi Gras parade in 
New Orleans. (That was fun in my youth.)  
 Bonnie’s garden presents a surprise 
no matter how 

Drop eyes his competitors as he holds the prized retrieving dummies. PHOTO BY DORIS DRESSLER

Saying goodbye
you make the decision to let your pet go?
 Sweet Dreams and author Moira 
Anderson Allen, M. Ed. suggest 
considering the following:
 • Favorite activities. Make a list of 
five things your dog loved doing. If your 
dog can no longer do three of those 
things, his quality of life may be gone.
 • Mobility. Adjustments can be made 
to help your aging dog; for example, if 
your dog can no longer jump into bed 
with you, a ramp can help. At some point, 
you must consider quality of life if your 
dog can barely move on his own without 
pain.
 • Appetite. Mealtime is the highlight 
of most canine days. If your dog is having 
difficulty chewing and/or swallowing and 
is not able to eat enough to stay alive, it is 
definitely time.
 • Breathing. Many illnesses affect 
your dog’s ability to breathe. Your dog 
is in distress if he is panting, wheezing 
or having difficulty taking a breath. Your 
vet can help you determine whether 
something medical can be done, but, in 
some cases, there may be no solution.
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Beautiful skies add to the Big Canoe Hikers enjoyment at Brasstown Bald. PHOTOS BY STEVE PAPKE

Old Glory.

Big Canoe Hiking Club 
enjoys summer treks

near High Gap Trail were very glad to see 
these creatures go or at least quiet down. 
 On June 23, the Big Canoe Hiking Club 
explored the Bear Creek Trail near Ellijay. 
This loop trail is 6.4 miles long and includes 
several water crossings. With the wet 

weather, care was taken and extra shoes 
and socks packed. In May, our hikers visited 
the summit of Brasstown Bald. Photographs 
were taken at the height of the mountain. 
Brasstown Bald can be accessed by car or 
by foot and is worth a visit.

A border of Japanese maples, perennials and sedums offers pops of color throughout. 
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Your favorite border
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