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In-home complimentary 
design service

ARIANA HOME 

FURNISHINGS 

AND DESIGN

features Stickley, 

Tommy Bahama, 

Baker and more premium 

brands to enhance your 

North Georgia lifestyle.

325 BRANNON RD, CUMMING, GA 30041 • Store Hours: Monday to Saturday 10am - 6pm • Sunday 12pm - 5pm • www.arianafurniture.com •  678-807-7422

FURNITURE  •  RUGS  •  ACCESSORIES •  WINDOW TREATMENTS

Stop in today to discuss 
your Interior Design 

dreams with Sandi Fogarty, 
our Senior Interior 

Designer.

And say hello to Lucy, 
our friendly Ariana 

greeter pup.
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W
ilderness Parkway has been 
a vital artery and Big Ca-
noe’s main point of entry 
since its days as a dirt road 

in the early ’70s. But after decades of crews 
repeatedly rejuvenating Big Canoe’s busiest 
street—and even more frequently, repairing 
the Covered Bridge—Wilderness Parkway 
is beginning to sink in two areas, which will 
eventually create a safety hazard.
 Rather than continuing with short-
term fixes that temporarily address the 
deterioration of Wilderness Parkway, the 
POA is taking a long-term, cost-saving ap-
proach to repair the road while also raising 
the bridge’s elevation and installing two 
new guardrails.
 The project requires the closing of 
Wilderness Parkway between the Black-
well Creek and Equestrian neighborhoods 

starting Feb. 6, with the road scheduled to 
reopen approximately six weeks later. With 
the exception of traffic to the Blackwell 
Creek neighborhood, all Main Gate traffic 
will be diverted to the North Gate during 
the construction period.
 “Making sure we maintain and protect 
the Covered Bridge is important, but even 
more crucial is ensuring a road as vital as 
Wilderness remains open and safe for years 
to come,” said Lydell Mack, POA director 
of operations. “If we stand pat or do minor 
repairs, we’re just kicking the can down the 
road, which would lead to an even more 
expensive, more disruptive construction 
project. This work is nothing short of 
essential to the entire community.”
 “With the cracking and sinking of as-
phalt along the road’s edge,” Mack added, 
“chunks of the pavement are in danger of 
breaking off and falling into the creek.”

BY WAYNE TIDWELL
wtidwell@smokesignalsnews.com

A 
Dollar General store is coming 
to the land parcel being cleared 
across from the Big Canoe 
North Gate. The approximately 

2-acre tract, zoned commercial, was sold 
by Georgia Homes and Land to an “invest-
ment group” (Sullivan Wickley Properties) 
according to Mike Leonard of Georgia 
Homes and Land. The parcel is part of 28 
acres purchased by Georgia Homes and 
Land in January 2022.
 “Several months after our purchase, we 
were approached by an investment group 
wanting to buy approximately 2 acres of the 
property and we received an unsolicited 
offer from this investment group,” Leonard 
told Smoke Signals. “The purpose of our 
purchase of the acreage was as an invest-
ment and so the offer fit within our goals 
for the property.”
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Wilderness Parkway, Covered Bridge temporarily 
closed for approximately six weeks starting Feb 6
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Land on Steve Tate Road near the Big Canoe North Gate being cleared for a Dollar General 
store to open in May. PHOTO BY WAYNE TIDWELL 

Dollar General store part of 
28-acre site open for development 

near Northgate Station

A piece of a U.S. flag found in an 
elementary school in Kharkiv that had 
been bombed. See story on page 3.
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W
hile it will be no surprise 
to local residents, Gibbs 
Gardens has been named 
one of the “world’s 10 best 

places to see daffodils this spring.” 
 “Gibbs Gardens, less than an hour 
north of Atlanta, Georgia, stages the coun-
try’s largest daffodil extravaganza with 20 
million flowers on 220 acres,” states Flow-
er Magazine, a national, lifestyle magazine 
with 475,000 circulation. 
 “We are honored to be recognized 
by this world-class magazine,” said Jim 
Gibbs, the owner, designer and developer 
of Gibbs Garden—the man who has been 
planting thousands of daffodils in his gar-
den every year since 1980. Gibbs added an 
additional 570,000 new perennial daffodil 
bulbs in fall 2022. “Each daffodil bulb will 
divide and double every year, adding huge 
numbers of blooms to the daffodil gardens 
each season,” he explained. 
 Masses of ‘Rijnveld’s Early Sensa-
tions’—the first daffodils to bloom each 
year—and ‘February Gold’ mark the com-
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Gibbs Gardens named one of 
‘world’s 10 best places to see daffodils’

“More than 100 varieties 
of early-, mid- and late-
blooming daffodils will 

appear every two weeks for 
a full six weeks of flowers 
in every shade of yellow—

from almost-white to peach 
and deep-gold.”

ing of spring, said Gibbs. More than 100 
varieties of early-, mid- and late-blooming 
daffodils will appear every two weeks for a 
full six weeks of flowers in every shade of 
yellow and orange—from almost-white to 
peach and deep-gold.
 There is an artistry to Gibbs’ planting. 
“Each fall, we plant new bulbs in unique 
designs to create rivers of color—flowing 
waves of golden-yellow blossoms covering 
acres and acres of hillsides,” he said. 

 Starting in mid-March, fields of tulips 
are set for early-, mid- and late-season 
blooming for added weeks of color. Gibbs 
likes to plant tulips in sweeping S curves 
of color for dramatic contrast to acres of 
bright green grass.
 “Tulips are famous the world over 
for their bright, vivid colors,” said Gibbs. 
“We spend a lot of time designing and 
coordinating the colors to create the most 
sensational displays for garden visitors.”

 As daffodils and tulips slip into bloom, 
they will be joined in mid-March by more 
than 200 cherry trees, including the same 
Yoshino cherries seen in Washington, D.C. 
and Kwanzan cherries along with forsythia, 
quince, spiraea and dogwood for a spring 
welcome like no other. 

The other ‘best places’ 
to see daffodils this spring

 In addition to Gibbs Gardens, Flow-
er Magazine has identified these gardens 
around the world for their beautiful displays 
of daffodils: Parks in London, England, 
including Kensington Gardens, Hyde Park, 
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