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Saturday
Monthly Country Breakfast

Where: Epworth United

Methodist Church, corner of

Merriman Way and Booker T.

Washington Highway

When: 7:30 to 10 a.m.

Cost: Freewill donations will be

given to Local Ministries

Contact: Evelyn, 721-4492

More Than Pink Party

and Auction

Featuring gourmet food and

beverages, silent auction, live

auction, dancing to live music

from Cecil2 and 89 Proof, pink

golf ball drop, part of a one-of-

a-kind 50-50 raffle. Benefits the

Virginia Blue Ridge Affiliate of

Susan G. Komen.

Where: The Waterfront Country

Club, 275 Anchor Drive, Moneta

When: 6 to 10 p.m.

Cost: $75

Contact: Tickets may be

purchased at bitly.com/smlpink

Sunset Saturday

Saturday evenings in the summer

vineyard ring with good music,

good conversation and dancing

fireflies. Bring chairs or a blanket

and a picnic. Enjoy fine wines,

grown and crafted at SML, by the

glass or bottle. Please leave your

pets at home. Visit website to

see who is performing.

Where: Hickory Hill Vineyards

LLC, 1722 Hickory Cove Lane,

Moneta

When: 7 to 10 p.m.

Cost: $10 general admission,

free for kids and designated

drivers

Contact: www.smlwine.com,

296-1393

Wednesday
Scams Against Seniors

A representative from the Better

Business Bureau’s Roanoke office

will discuss scam prevention for

seniors.

Where: Bedford Central Library,

321 N. Bridge St., Bedford

When: 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Cost: Free

Contact: 586-8911 to sign up

Rock-A-Bye Reader

A lapsit program for babies

ages 0 to 36 months. Join us

for rhymes, music, movement,

stories, free play and parenting

resources.

Where: Bedford Central Library,

321 N. Bridge St., Bedford

When: 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.

Cost: Free

Contact: 586-8911

Pickleball

All equipment provided. Drop

in and see what this game is all

about.

Where: Essig Recreation Center,

295 Technology Drive, Rocky

Mount

When: 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

age 50 and older; 6 to 8 p.m. age

18 and older

Cost: Free

Contact: www.

playfranklincounty.com,

483-9293

Wednesday-

Thursday
Little Learning Lab

Programs for prereaders and

preschoolers featuring art,

music, science, technology and

storytelling. Drop in.

Where: Westlake Branch Library,

84 Westlake Road, #109, Hardy

When: 10:30 a.m.

Cost: Free

Contact: 483-3098, option 2
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Judge Clyde Perdue denied a
second bond request by Sammy
Hamadehon July 24.TheRoanoke
resident was charged with rape
following an incident at Smith
Mountain Lake Community Park
in June.

CommonwealthDistrictAttor-
neySandraWorkmansaid thecase
is “very unusual” compared to

other rape cases since it happened
in a public area. “This charge
results from witnesses
to an act that was taking
place in broad daylight,”
Workman said.

Hamadeh was at the
park’s beach with three
coworkers from his job
at Panera Bread and a
college student from
Washington, D.C., who
was visiting one of the coworkers.
While at the park, Workman said
theyeventuallymoved to a seclud-

ed covenear the beachwhere they
were drinking alcohol.

After drinking too much alco-
hol, the college student became
incapacitated, with witnesses
reporting that she was unable to

holdherheadup,Workman
said. At some point a male
and female left the group,
leaving the college stu-
dent alone with Hamadeh
and Jorge Pena, who was
charged with accessory
before the fact following
the incident.

During aphone call July
25, Workman said charges could
still be brought against Pena as the
investigation is ongoing.

“It became clear thatwhat they
were seeing was Mr. Pena having
sex with this young lady, and Mr.
Hamadeh being nearby and peri-
odically lifting her head up out of
the water that she couldn’t even
hold up,”Workman said.

Workman said witnesses
saw Pena hand off the woman to
Hamadehwith the intentof having
sexwith her. She said thewitness-
es becameupset, took a cellphone
video andnotified a lifeguardwho
called 911.

“The lifeguard found this
young woman curled up in a fetal
position, hysterically crying, and

Sammy Hamadeh of Roanoke is charged with raping
a woman near the beach area of the Scruggs park.

Sammy Ahmed

Hamadeh

Details emerge in reported rape

See RAPE, 2
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The new Hardy Ford Bridge is
nearly complete. One lane of traffic
wasmovedontothenewbridgeMon-
dayafternoonascrewsfinishupwork.
Both lanes of the bridge are expected
to be open Aug. 1, according to Vir-
ginia Department of Transportation
spokesman JasonBond.

The $12 million project started in
late 2017 with a lot of the early work
taking place in the lake. Boats and
barges were used to construct the
fourcolumns that support thebridge,
Bond said.

A barge with a large construction
drill dug nearly 60 feet into the lake’s
bedrock to create a foundation for
thecolumns,Bondsaid.Thecolumns
were made from large tubes with a
steel cage inside that were placed in
the holes and filledwith concrete.

The new bridge is 40 feet wide, 10
feet wider than the previous bridge,
Bond said. Each lane will be 12 feet
wide, providing 8 feet of shoulder
space for vehicles traveling on the
bridge.

The old and new bridge currently
are just a few feet apart. Once traf-
fic has been diverted onto the new
bridge,Bondsaidworktodisassemble
the old onewill begin.

Plansaretoremovethe50-year-old
truss bridge in sections and to place
them onto a barge to be transported
to land. The bridge’s supports will
alsobecutandremovedaswell,Bond
said.Theoldbridge isscheduledtobe
removed by the endof the year.

New Hardy Ford Bridge
opens to traffic

JASON DUNOVANT | Laker Weekly

Crews inspect the new Hardy Ford Bridge early Monday morning. Traffic on the old bridge was reduced
to one lane as preparations were made for the new bridge to open.
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Christmas Tree Island,
a popular lake landmark,
is now off limits to visitors.
After being used by boaters
for decades as a stopping
point along the lake, “No
Trespassing” signs have
been placed around the
island.

The change came after

a fire there March 30 that
burned nearly an acre,
according to a report from
the Smith Mountain Lake
Marine Volunteer Fire
Department.

“Prior to the fire, the
owner didn’t mind people
being out there,” said Tyler
Routon, a conservation
officer with the Virginia
Department of Game and
Inland Fisheries.

In addition to being a
hang-out spot for boat-
ers, Boy Scout troops had
camped on the island for

Visitors no longer allowed at Christmas Tree Island
Christmas Tree Island
was closed to visitors
following a fire on the
island March 30.
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Christmas Tree Island is off limits to visitors. Anyone on the island can now be charged
with trespassing.See ISLAND, 2


