
Thursday-Sunday
Shakespeare Under the

Stars: “Twelfth Night”

Shakespearean theatre returns

with this Rogue Productions’

presentation, the Bard’s hilarious

comedy of love triangles and

mistaken identities. Originally

written as entertainment for

the Twelfth Night celebration

in 1602. Presented with one

15-minute intermission. Bring

your friends and family, your

lawn chairs and a picnic dinner.

Where: Thomas Jefferson’s

Poplar Forest, 1542 Bateman

Bridge Road, Forest

When: 7 p.m.

Cost: $15, reservations

recommended

Contact: www.poplarforest.org,

434-534-8120

Sunday
129th Homecoming

Host Pastor Rev. Kelvin Edwards

Sr. will preach at morning

service with the Halesford

Gospel Singers providing the

music. Lunch will be served

immediately after the 11 a.m.

service. Rev. Thomas Harper,

Central Baptist Church,

Roanoke, is guest preacher

for afternoon. Central Baptist

Church’s choir and congregation

will also join for the afternoon

service.

Where: Halesford United

Methodist Church,

1601 Lakewood Forest Road,

Moneta

When: 11 a.m. morning service,

2:30 p.m. evening program

Cost: Free

Contact: 434-942-8679

Benefit Concert for Project

Starfish Haiti

Prize-winning pianist Jeanne

Backofen Craig will perform

works by J.S. Bach, Joseph

Haydn, Frederic Chopin and

others during a concert that

will support the work of local

nonprofit Project Starfish Haiti

in its effort to build and operate

a medical clinic in Haiti.

Where: Holy Name of Mary

Catholic Church, 1307 Oakwood

St., Bedford

When: 2 to 3 p.m.

Cost: Free, donations will be

accepted to support the project

Contact: Kathryn Luth

Sparhawk, Kathryn.sparhawk@

centrahealth.com, 434-401-

9779

CALENDAR
Wednesday
New Beginnings

Where: Liberty Station

Restaurant, 515 Bedford Ave.,

Bedford

When: Noon

Cost: Free

Contact: 721-4330

Dinosaur Club

Learn about dinosaurs from a

dinosaur expert. Each child will

receive detailed species fact

sheets. For ages 5 to 8.

Where: Bedford Central Library,

321 N. Bridge St., Bedford

When: 4 to 5:30 p.m.

Cost: Free

Contact: 586-8911 for required

registration

Rock-A-Bye Reader

A lapsit program for babies

ages 0 to 36 months. Join us

for rhymes, music, movement,

stories, free play and parenting

resources.

Where: Bedford Central Library,

321 N. Bridge St., Bedford

When: 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.

Cost: Free

Contact: 586-8911
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The only survivor of 2015’s
mass shooting at Bridgewater
Plaza inMoneta is suing the tele-

vision station whose on-camera
interview was the scene of the
attack,whose two crewmembers
were shot and killed during the
onslaught, andwhosedisgruntled
former employee was the gun-
man.

Vicki Gardner’s civil com-
plaint against WDBJ-7 seeks $6
million incompensatorydamages
and claims the station is guilty of
negligence in its hiring and han-
dling of Vester Lee Flanagan II,
themanwho fouryears agouseda
pistol to attackGardner, reporter
Alison Parker and cameraman

AdamWard.
Gardner’s suit initially was

filed Aug. 25, 2017 — just one
day shy of the shooting’s second
anniversary — but it has moved
slowly through Franklin County
Circuit Court and, on Aug. 15, it
was amended and shortened.

The case stems from the inci-
dents of Aug. 26, 2015, when, just
after dawn, Gardnerwas the sub-
ject of a live WDBJ-7 interview
conducted by the two-person
crew of Parker andWard.

Shooting survivor sues WDBJ
Vicki Gardner was shot in
2015 during an interview,
and a reporter and a camera
operator were killed during
the attack.

Vicki Gardner

Photos by KAREN DILLON | Laker Weekly

Catherine Medovich of Moneta considers where to dip the first of two buckets in the giant sandbox at Haywood’s Jewelers at
Westlake Towne Center during the seventh annual Diamond Dig on Aug. 17.

LakerWeekly

Participants of all ages lined up early for
the seventh annual Diamond Dig on Aug. 17 at
Haywood’s JewelersatWestlakeTowneCenter
for a chance to finda 1.32-carat rounddiamond,
as well asmore than 1,000 other diamonds and
gemstones buried in a giant sandbox.

Buckets were sold at $35 apiece with pro-
ceedssupporting theAmericanCancerSociety.

This year’s goalwas to raise $17,000, accord-
ing toHaywood’s owner JoannaGruver.

Since its inception, the Diamond Dig has
raised $70,000 for the nonprofit, Gruver said.

Before the dig ended Saturday afternoon,
Gina Kennett found the grand prize diamond,
according toapostontheHaywood’sFacebook
page. Mike Austin of Salem waits to see what gemstones he

scooped up at Saturday’s Diamond Dig.

LakerWeekly

The Smith Mountain Lake
Republicans recently formed
its own political action commit-
tee with plans to become more
active in supporting candidates
and causes that share their ideals.

ProudPatriots of SmithMoun-

tain Lake is the latest step for the
growing local Republican group.
The group first started as the
SML Republican Women’s Club
in 2001 before rebranding into
SMLRepublicans in recent years.

MarilynOsborne-Bach, one of
the administrators for the politi-
cal action committee, said the

group’smembership votedunani-
mously for it. The last few weeks
have involved working with a
local attorney to set everything
in motion, she said.

Lorie Smith, president of
Proud Patriots of SML, said the
PAC will allow the membership
toprovidemore support to candi-
dates that that could have a larger
impact locally and statewide. “We
havemuchmore freedom in how
we raise funds,” she said.

Before forming a PAC, the
groupcouldnotdonatemore than
$200 to a candidate per election
cycle. Proud Patriots of SML is
nearly unlimited in how much it
can donate, as well as how much
it can raise from individuals and
businesses.There is a $5,000 limit
on the amount the organization
can contribute to a federal candi-
date in an election cycle.

Republicans form political action committee
Proud Patriots of SML could lead to more Republican
candidates to stop at Smith Mountain Lake.

Mike Austin shows off the gemstones he found at
Saturday’s Diamond Dig.
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