
Friday
Franklin County Relay for Life

The relay will kickoff with the

survivors lap, followed by the

caregivers lap, the children’s

lap and the team lap. Children

will receive ice cream from the

Homestead Creamery following

their lap. Music, food and the

luminary ceremony. Everyone is

invited to light a candle in honor or

memory of a loved one.

Where: Franklin County Parks and

Recreation, 2150 Sontag Road,

Rocky Mount

When: 6 to 11 p.m.

Contact: Emma Gurley at the

American Cancer Society Inc., 443-

955-4992, for more information

Saturday
Bedford Boys Homefront Bus

Tour

Join the National D-Day Memorial

for an exclusive guided tour

of Centertown Bedford and

Greenwood Cemetery through the

eyes of the Bedford Boys and learn

the impact of the D-Day invasion

for such a small town. Tours are

limited to 25 patrons and last for

approximately two hours and 30

minutes.

Where: National D-Day Memorial,

3 Overlord Circle, Bedford

When: Tour times at 10 a.m.,

11:30 a.m. and 2:30 p.m.

Cost: $25, $15 Overlord Society

members (includes admission to

the National D-Day Memorial, valid

for the date of the tour only)

Contact: www.dday.org, 586-3329

String of Pearls

Nostalgia vocal trio of Smith

Mountain Lake.

Where: Harvester Performance

Center, 450 Franklin St., Rocky

Mount

When: 8 p.m.

Cost: $27 general admission, $30

day of show (plus fees)

Contact: www.harvester-music.

com, 484-8277

CALENDAR
Wednesday
Genealogy Friends

Open to anyone interested in family

history research. All experience

levels welcome.

Where: Franklin County Main

Library, 355 Franklin St., Rocky

Mount

When: 9 a.m.

Cost: Free

Contact: 483-3098, option 0

Multiple Sclerosis Support

Group

Picnic. Bring a dish to share.

Where: Resurrection Catholic

Church, 15353 Moneta Road,

Moneta

When: Noon

Cost: Free

Contact: 297-5530 to RSVP for

this meeting only

Dawes

Where: Harvester Performance

Center, 450 Franklin St., Rocky

Mount

When: 8 p.m.

Cost: $42 general admission, $57

gold section (plus fees), tickets

increase $5 on day of show, if

available

Contact: www.harvester-music.

com, 484-8277

Rock-A-Bye Reader

A lapsit program for babies ages 0

to 36 months. Join us for rhymes,

music, movement, stories, free

play and parenting resources.

Where: Bedford Central Library,

321 N. Bridge St., Bedford

When: 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.

Cost: Free

Contact: 586-8911

WEEKEND’S

TOP PICKS

Smith Mountain Lake, VirginiaWEDNESDAY August 7, 2019

For more events,

please see page 8

LakerWeekly

Accent lighting has
become a popular feature
on boats in recent years.
While the lights can be
stylish, theVirginiaDepart-
ment of Game and Inland
Fisheries warns that they
are illegal if used while a
boat is underway.

“It is a huge safety con-
cern out on the lake at

night,” said Tyler Routon
with the VDGIF.

When boats with these
LED lights are moving at
night,Routon said the lights
can obscure the boat’s red
andgreennavigation lights,
which can make it difficult
to tell where the boat is
headed. The bright lights
can alsomake it difficult for
other boaters to see.

“Some of these LED
lights are so bright it is
almost blinding,” Routon
said.

The neon LED lights
were rare just a few years
ago, Routon said; however,
conservation officers now

Boat
lights
can be
illegalAwards were presented

posthumously to Larry
Iceman and V.T. “Slim”
Crawford on Aug. 1.

When boats with LED
lights are moving at
night, the lights can
obscure the red and
green navigation lights,
which can make it
difficult to tell where
the boat is headed.

By Jason Dunovant

jason.dunovant@
smithmountainlaker.com

721-4675

The Smith Mountain
Lake Association present-
ed posthumous awards for
two lake icons during its
annual town hall meeting
Aug. 1.

Larry Iceman, former
director of SMLA’s water
quality program, who
died April 30 at age 72, was
honored with a resolution
from the Virginia House
of Delegates honoring his
work in the community.
Del. Charles Poindexter,
R-Franklin County, read
the resolution and pro-
vided a copy to his wife,
Beatrice, whowas in atten-
dance.

“During his time with
the Smith Mountain Lake
Association, Larry Ice-
man coordinated a weekly
water quality monitoring
program, as well as clean-
up initiatives, becoming
known as a ‘custodian of
the lake,’” Poindexter said.

Also, the late V.T. “Slim”
Crawford and his wife,
Jane, were awarded the
Melvin S. Johnston Citizen
Volunteer Award for their
work with the Scruggs
Volunteer Fire and Rescue
Department.

SMLA board member
Jim Colby presented the
award to Jane Crawford.
“The citizens of Smith
Mountain Lake thank you,
Jane and Slim, for your
tireless dedication and
competence tomaking this
a safe place to reside, work
and play,” Colby said.

Crawford died May 23
at age 77.

Cpl. Sonny Daniels, of

Lake icons honored
at SMLA town hall

Jim Colby presents the Melvin S. Johnston Citizen Volunteer Award to
Jane Crawford and her late husband, V.T. “Slim” Crawford.
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Del. Charles Poindexter, R-Franklin County, reads a resolution from the
Virginia House of Delegates honoring Larry Iceman. Iceman’s wife,
Beatrice, stands beside him.
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Lake resident Jim Erler
is holding multiple infor-
mational meetings for the
public at Smith Mountain
Lake and Lake Anna in the
coming days to discuss the
ongoing issue of stray elec-
tricity around docks.

Erler recently submit-
ted a formal proposal to
theVirginia Department of
Housing and Community

Development to change
regulations in the Vir-
ginia Construction Code.
He is working to change
the code to eliminate the
requirement for a ground
wire from a home to a
dock.

Erler, an electrical engi-
neer and physicist, has
found that stray electricity
can travel from the street,
to the home and then to the
dock through the ground
wire. The electricity can
then travel into the water
around a dock from any

Jim Erler is hosting the
meetings at SML and
Lake Anna.

Resident to host
stray dock voltage
meetings Aug. 8, 15
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“Some of these

LED lights are so

bright it is almost

blinding.”
Tyler Routon

VDGIF
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A 20-foot runabout ran aground
near channelmarkerR36 onAug. 3

The boat operator jumped the rip-
raponshoreandwason landwhen the
boat stopped, according to Todd Ohl-
erich with the Smith Mountain Lake
Marine Volunteer Fire Department.
The department received a call about
the incident just after 9:30 p.m.

“It looked like the operator got dis-
oriented at night,”Ohlerich said.

In addition to the operator, there
were several passengers on the the
boat, but Ohlerich said no one was
injured and alcohol was found to not
be a factor in the crash.

OnAug.4, a 14-year-oldwas injured
while wakeboarding near channel
markerR54around4:30 p.m.,Ohlerich
said. The teenager injured his lower

backandwastakentoCarilionRoanoke
MemorialHospital.

A 17-year-old also was injured July
30 while tubing near channel marker
C4.AccordingtoJamesHaleof theVir-
ginia Department of Game and Inland
Fisheries, the teen was injured when
she fell off a tube while being towed.
She was airlifted to Carilion Roanoke
MemorialHospital.

Also on July 30, officers arrested a
Hardymanwhoissuspectedof leaving
the scene after the boat hewas operat-
ing collided with a dock near channel
markerR30 around 10:30 p.m.

Hale said a fisherman in the area
noticed a boat leaving from the direc-
tion of the incident and reported it to
conservationofficers.AnthonyMucci-
no,33,wasfoundlaterandchargedwith
operating a vessel under the influence
and leaving the scene after a collision.

Boat runs aground near
channel marker R36
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