
Friday
SMAC Coffeehouse: The New

Habit Band

Back by popular demand, this

bluegrass band from southwest

Virginia is a crowd pleaser. They

play a blend of traditional and

contemporary covers.

Where: Celebration Square,

1100 Celebration Ave., Suite 101,

Moneta

When: 7 to 9 p.m.

Cost: $15 Smith Mountain Arts

Council members,

$18 nonmembers

Contact: www.smac-arts.com

Saturday
SML Fall Fit Fest

The SML YMCA and The Willard

Companies present an outdoor

festival sampling of SML’s most

fun fitness opportunities, with

a musical headliner in singer-

songwriter Morgan Wade. Fun for

all ages and fitness levels. Bring

your lawn chairs and enjoy the

music.

Where: Sunken City Brewery at

Westlake Towne Center,

40 Brewery Drive, Hardy

When: 10:30 a.m. races begin,

11 a.m. to 5 p.m. festival

Cost: $10 in advance, $12 at gate,

$5 ages 4-12, free under 4

Contact: smlfallfitfest.com

Digging up History: A Hands-

on Children’s Archaeology

Program

Join park rangers for a simulated

archaeological excavation to

dig for objects that are similar

to ones that might be found in

archaeology of historic sites with

enslaved populations. Children will

have an opportunity to see and

study the same sites that were

recently excavated for a National

Park Service archaeology dig. By

using the same methodology,

children will better understand

how these objects contribute to

our understanding of Booker T.

Washington’s life as an enslaved

child on the Burroughs’ plantation.

Where: Booker T. Washington

National Monument, 12130 Booker

T. Washington Highway, Hardy

When: 11 a.m.

Cost: Free

Contact: www.nps.gov/bowa

SML Rotary Scholarship Texas

Hold’em Tournament

Tournament proceeds go to

the SML Rotary Foundation for

scholarships for students.

Where: Hot Shots, 13360 Booker

T. Washington Highway, Moneta

When: 1 p.m. check-in, 2 p.m. play

starts

Cost: $30

Contact: Details and registration

form at www.bullworks.net/Rotary

CALENDAR
Wednesday
Classic Westerns

Join us in reading “Riders of the

Purple Sage,” “True Grit,” “Giant,”

“Welcome to Hard Times,” “My

Antonia.”

Where: Franklin County Main

Library, 355 Franklin St., Rocky

Mount

When: 10:15 a.m.

Cost: Free

Contact: 483-3098, option 0 to

sign up

Genealogy Friends

Open to anyone interested in

family history research. All

experience levels welcome.

Where: Franklin County Main

Library, 355 Franklin St., Rocky

Mount

When: 9 a.m.

Cost: Free

Contact: 483-3098, option 0
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Residents in Bedford and
Franklin countieswere given the
opportunity to voice their opin-
ion on a potential Amtrak stop in
the Town of Bedford on Sept. 26.
TheVirginia Department of Rail
and Public Transportation held
an informational open house in

Moneta to gauge public interest
in adding the stop.

The event was one of the first
steps in the DRPT’s Bedford/
FranklinRegional PassengerRail
Stop Study. Virginia’s Common-
wealth Transportation Board
approved $300,000 to conduct
the study in June.

“The study has started, “ said
Emily Stock, DRPT’s manager
of rail planning. “We have had
an internal kickoff meeting, but

we don’t have results yet. We
haven’t got into the meat of it
yet.”

The studywill develop a con-
ceptual design and cost estimate
for station-area infrastructure
improvements necessary to
provide Amtrak service andwill
analyze potential ridership, con-
sidering two years of data from
the Washington-Roanoke state-
sponsored Amtrak Northeast
Regional service.

DRPT is leading the study in
cooperation with representa-
tives from Bedford and Frank-
lin counties, the Town of Bed-
ford, Bedford Area Chamber of
Commerce and SmithMountain
Lake Regional Chamber of Com-
merce. Representatives from
each of the groupswere in atten-
dance at Thursday’s meeting.

The open house provided the

Public weighs in on rail stop

WINE LOVERS POUR
IN FOR FESTIVAL

A long line forms just outside the entrance to the Smith Mountain Lake Wine Festival on Saturday.

Photos by JASON DUNOVANT | Laker Weekly

More than 30 Virginia wineries offered a variety of wines to sample during the two-day festival.

Thousands of wine enthusiasts attended the 31st
annual Smith Mountain Lake Wine Festival on
Sept. 28 and 29 at Crazy Horse Campground in
Scruggs. The two-day festival featured near-perfect
weather, more than 30 Virginia wineries, numerous
craft and food vendors and live music by Mended
Fences, Weird Science and the Tate Tuck Trio.

—LakerWeekly
Mended Fences was the opening act performing at the
festival on Saturday.

LakerWeekly

The Virginia Depart-
ment of Conservation and
Recreation is soliciting
public input throughOcto-
ber on proposed updates

to Smith Mountain Lake
State Park’s master plan.

A meeting was held
Monday night at the Hud-
dleston park’s visitor cen-
ter to kick off the public
comment period.

“If there are any serious
concerns, we’ll definitely
take that into consider-
ation,” Julie Buchanan,
DCR’s senior public rela-
tions and marketing spe-
cialist, said of the public
comments.

All Virginia state parks
have master plans that
guide long-range planning

and development, and
plans are updated every
10 years, Buchanan said.
The most recent updates
to Smith Mountain Lake
State Park’s master plan
were made in 2011.

“Master plans outline
the desired future condi-
tion for a park when it is
fullydeveloped,” saidDCR

Park Planner Bill Conkle.
“Wewelcomepublic input
in the planning process.”

Proposed updates to
Smith Mountain Lake
State Park have been
divided into three phases
based on priority, accord-
ing to a DCR information

Comments about state park open until Oct. 30
All Virginia state parks have master plans that
are updated every 10 years.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 5
5K & 5K Obstacle Course Race: 10:30 a.m.

Festival: 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Fun for all ages and fitness levels! Exercise class demos, kite flying,
vendors, classic family games, and craft brews, wines and spirits.

Bring your lawn chairs and enjoy music by MorganWade and more.
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