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Friday
SML Idol 9

Vocal competition benefiting SML DAV

(Disabled American Veterans).

Where: Heath’sWaterfront Grill,

1217 Graves Harbor Trail, Huddleston

When: 7 p.m.

Cost: $5

Contact: smlidol2015@gmail.com or

583-2959

Saturday
Monthly Country Breakfast

Where: Epworth UnitedMethodist

Church, corner of MerrimanWay and

Booker T. Washington Highway

When: 7:30 to 10 a.m.

Cost: Freewill donations will be given to

Lake Christian Ministries

Contact: Evelyn, 721-4492

Community Breakfast

Freewill donations will go towards

mission work.

Where: Penhook UnitedMethodist

Church, 29Morgans Fork Road,

Penhook

When: 7:30 to 10 a.m.

Cost: Freewill donations

Contact: 576-1768

CALENDAR
Wednesday
Geneaology Research Group

Don’t knowwhere to start in

researching your family history?

Stumped on how tomake the best use

of digital resources? Or how to organize

the mountain of information you’ve

collected? Then drop by the Franklin

County Public Library’s Genealogy

Research Group, a friendly group of

people who share an interest in family

history research.

Where: Franklin County Main Library,

355 Franklin St., RockyMount

When: 9:30 a.m.

Cost: Free

Contact: 483-3098, option 0

GameFest

Includes lunch and a day of games.

Annual fundraiser sponsored by the

Smith Mountain LakeWomen’s Club.

Features bridge (duplicate and party),

dominoes, pinochle, mahjongg, marbles

and various other card and board

games. Participants decide what games

they want to play and form their own

tables.

Where: Trinity Ecumenical Parish,

40 Lakemount Drive, Moneta

When: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Cost: $25

Contact: Deb Thomas, 420-1499, for

tickets

Healing Your Body Through
Physical Therapy: Knee Pain/
Arthritis

Jake Divers and Neel Shah from CORA

Physical Therapy in Hardy will discuss

pain in different parts of the body,

the anatomy of those areas, and how

degeneration causes pain over time.

Participants will learn some simple

exercises that can be done at home to

help alleviate pain.

Where: Bedford Central Library,

321 N. Bridge St., Bedford

When: 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Cost: Free

Contact: 586-8911

Multiple Sclerosis Support Group

General discussion, video. Bring a

bagged lunch and a drink.

Where: Resurrection Catholic Church,

15353Moneta Road, Moneta

When: Noon

Cost: Free

Contact: 297-5530

Men’s Cancer Support Group

Spouses are welcome. Healthy Nutrition

for a Person Living with Cancer by

Angela Charlton, dietitian from Carilion

Clinic.

Where: Trinity Ecumenical Parish,

40 Lakemount Drive, Moneta

When: 3 p.m.

Cost: Free

Contact: 721-4330
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Franklin County Animal
Control is working to cap-
ture the last of a dozen pot-
bellied pigs that have been
roaming the Lakewatch
community recently. The
pigs have dug holes in sev-
eral yards, aswell as uproot-
edhomeowners’ shrubs and
flowerbeds.

Anadult andone juvenile
pig are still on the lam,while

four adult and six juvenile
pigs have been captured,
saidCindyBrooks,manager
of Franklin County Animal
Control.

The pigs first appeared
in the area around
March 15. No one has
claimed the animals ,
and they most likely had
been abandoned, Brooks
said. “We think they were

Potbellied pigs on
the lam captured

Photo courtesy of Franklin County Animal Control

A dozen potbellied pigs were found digging holes in yards
in the Lakewatch community recently. All but two of the 12
pigs have been captured so far.

By JasonDunovant

jason.dunovant@
smithmountainlaker.com

721-4675

The Gills Creek District seat on
the Franklin County School Board
will have no incumbent during this
year’s election in November. Karen
Hiltzhasannouncedshewillnot seek
re-election.

Hiltz said shecameto thedecision
asherhusband,Chuck, reachesretire-
ment age, and they consider the next
step in their life. Stepping down from
the school boardwill give themmore
time to travel and visit their home in
Florida, she said.

The change also will give Hiltz
moretimeto focusonotherwork.She
is currently writing a book on educa-
tion that she expects to be finished in
the comingmonths. In the bookHiltz
gives different perspectives of the
education experience through mul-
tiple interviews.

Looking back at her time on the

school board, Hiltz said there have
been some accomplishments. The
board’s decision to implement the
New Tech program in 2016 was one
that she’s most proud of. Students in
theprogramuseaproject-basedlearn-
ingmodelthathelpsthemwithcritical
thinking andproblem solving.

Hiltz admitted there have been
some disappointments during her

Hiltz steps down from
school board, Atchue
announces candidacy

Jon Atchue Karen Hiltz

By JasonDunovant

jason.dunovant@
smithmountainlaker.com

721-4675

Lt. Karl Martin officially
retired March 31 from the
Virginia Department of
Game and Inland Fisheries
after 47 years of service.

Friends, family and
coworkers gathered to
honor Martin at a retire-
ment celebration at the
W.E. Skelton 4-H Educa-
tionalConferenceCenter in
Wirtz on March 30. Nearly
300 guests attended to pay

their respects.
Guests were given an

opportunity to share their
storiesaboutMartin, includ-
ing former VDGIF officers
who worked for him. Their
anecdotes described a man
who was both feared and

loved.
“Anyone in this state

who has worked in the
game department has felt
his influence,” said Billy
Kidd, who briefly worked
with Martin before mov-
ing to Buckingham County

where he currently serves
as sheriff.

VDGIF Lt. Greg Funk-
houser said he, like other
officers, was terrified when
he first met Martin. While
he could be intimidating,
Funkhouser said Martin
taught him a lot over the
years and continues to be
an influence on him and the
work he does. “You’ve had
a big impact on me, and I
appreciate you,” he said.

David Cushman, a spe-
cial agent with the U.S.
Secret Service, also spoke
on his time at VDGIFwork-
ing forMartin. He said he is
one of many officers who
can attribute the success
he has had in his career to
whathe learnedworking for

Veteran conservation
officer honored

Lt. Karl Martin served

all 47 years with of

his VDGIF career in

Franklin County.

Photos by JASON DUNOVANT | Laker Weekly

Lt. Karl Martin (right) receives congratulations at his retirement dinner at the W.E. Skelton 4-H Educational Conference Center.

Lt. Karl Martin (center) receives the Guy Bradley Award
from Maj. Scott Naff (left) and Maj. Bryan Young with the
Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries during his
retirement celebration.
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