
Saturday
Monthly Country Breakfast

Where: Epworth United

Methodist Church, corner of

Merriman Way and Booker T.

Washington Highway

When: 7:30 to 10 a.m.

Cost: Freewill donations

Contact: Evelyn, 721-4492

Planting for Pollinators

Make a hypertufa bee bath to

take home. Presented by Bedford

Extension Master Gardeners and

Bedford Public Libraries.

Where: Moneta/SML Library,

13641 Moneta Road, Moneta

When: 11 a.m.

Cost: Free

Contact: 425-7004 to preregister

Saturday-Sunday
Joyous Junque Sale

Yard sale with proceeds going to

local nonprofits.

Where: Resurrection Catholic

Church, 15353 Moneta Road,

Moneta

When: 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday,

9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Sunday

Cost: Free admission

Contact: 297-5530

CALENDAR
Wednesday
Rock-A-Bye Reader

A lapsit program for babies ages 0

to 36 months. Join us for rhymes,

music, movement, stories, free

play and parenting resources.

Where: Bedford Central Library,

321 N. Bridge St., Bedford

When: 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.

Cost: Free

Contact: 586-8911

Pickleball

All equipment provided. Drop

in and see what this game is all

about.

Where: Essig Recreation Center,

295 Technology Drive, Rocky

Mount

When: 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

age 50 and older; 6 to 8 p.m. age

18 and older

Cost: Free

Contact: www.

playfranklincounty.com, 483-9293

Wednesday-

Thursday
Little Learning Lab

Programs for prereaders and

preschoolers featuring art,

music, science, technology and

storytelling. Please confirm

schedule before dropping by.

Where: Westlake Branch Library,

84 Westlake Road, #109, Hardy

When: 10:30 a.m.

Cost: Free

Contact: 483-3098, option 2

Wednesday-Friday
Ferrum College Summer

Theatre: “The Radium Girls”

Based on a true story set in 1926.

Dial painter Grace Fryer witnesses

the girls who painted the watches

become ill with mysterious

diseases and eventually connects

the strange symptoms to radium.

Grace faces her former employer

Arthur Roeder in a court battle

with the hope of protecting the

watch painters, and finds herself

in opposition with the U.S. Radium

Corporation, as well as her own

family and friends.

Where: Ferrum College,

Schoolfield Hall, 305 State Route

602, Ferrum

When: 7 p.m. Wednesday-

Thursday, 2 p.m. Friday

Cost: $10, $5 seniors and non-

Ferrum College students, free

current Ferrum faculty, staff and

students

Contact: www.ferrum.edu
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After 17 years of leading the
Smith Mountain Lake Regional
Chamber of Commerce, Vicki
Gardner is stepping away from

her role as executive director in
late August.

“For me it’s not retirement,”
Gardner said last week after her
announcement became public.
“I’mstill going tobeworkingwith
the community, just in a different
way.”

Gardner, who grew up in the

Finger Lakes region ofNewYork,
moved to the lake with her hus-
band, Tim, in themid-1980s after
spending 10 years in Houston.

“Ending up at Smith Moun-
tain Lake was no accident at all,”
Gardner said in an interviewwith
SmithMountain Laker magazine
in 2011. After conducting exten-
sive research, they purchased a
lakefront home in Goodview in

Chamber director to step down
Vicki Gardner, who’s served as executive director since
2002, will step away from her post at the end of August.

Vicki Gardner

This weekend’s two-day yard sale aims to raise thousands for several area nonprofits.

By JasonDunovant

jason.dunovant@
smithmountainlaker.com

721-4675

With this year’s Joyous
Junque sale just days away,
volunteers have been busy
sorting,organizingandpric-
ing thousands of items. As
in previous years, set up is
expected to continue until
just before the sale begins
at 7 a.m. Saturday.

Gail Urban and her hus-
band, Jim, once again are
spearheading the two-day
event set for June 1 and 2.
Since late April, they and
hundreds of volunteers
have sorted through donat-
ed items in the basement
of Resurrection Catholic

Church and priced them to
sell.

Many of the volunteers
have participated for years,
and most know what to do
before they are even asked.
“I don’t have to give many

of them directions,” Gail
Urban said.

Volunteers from the
nonprofits that benefit
from the sale’s proceeds
also have been recruited to
help. Urban said it’s help-

ful because the younger
volunteers can help with
more strenuous activities
and heavy lifting. “It’s been
really nice to have them
here,” she said.

Items will be priced as
low as possible to assure
that nearly everything is
gone by the end of the sec-
ond day.

In the past, the sale has
raised more than $100,000,
and while donations are
down this year, Urban said
she’s optimistic that a few
last-minutedonationscould
help put them over that
benchmark.

Thisyear’s JoyousJunque
will be Saturday from7 a.m.
to 4 p.m. and Sunday from
9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Volunteers prepare
for Joyous Junque

Joyous Junque organizers Gail and Jim Urban look over one
of the donated dryers that will be available for sale this
weekend.
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Paula Ulrich (left) and Erika O’Neill sort through items in the basement of Resurrection Catholic Church in preparation for the upcoming
Joyous Junque sale.

By Karen Dillon

karen.dillon@smithmountainlaker.com
721-4675

V.T. “Slim” Crawford, the lake resi-
dent who founded Scruggs Volunteer
Fire and Rescue Department, died
Thursdaymorning at age 77.

Crawfordbeganvolunteering in 1970,
first with Burnt Chimney’s fire opera-
tion. Several years later, he believed that

the Scruggs community needed cover-
age, too.

“I kept a truck here as a division of
Burnt Chimney,” Crawford recalled in a
story for Smith Mountain Laker maga-
zine last year. It was a painted yellow
Dodge 1,200-gallon gasoline tanker that
had been converted to pump out water.
Before he even had a building to park
it in, Crawford was using the truck to
serve nearby residents.

Not long after that, the rescue squad
was formed. “Firemorphed into rescue.
We were one of the first in the county
to have a joint fire and rescue depart-
ment,” Crawford recalled. “At that time
wewereworkingmorewrecks andboat-
ing accidents.”

Several years after that, the dive divi-
sionwas formed as a fire specialty team.

Scruggs’ longtime fire chief, 77, dies
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