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A man was found on the eve-
ning ofMarch 17 in thewaters of
theRoanokeRivernearRutrough
Point in Bedford County.
He was identified as Brent

Gibson, 26,who had gonemiss-
ing twoweeks earlier, according
to the National Park Service.
Gibson, of Bedford County,

had been missing since March
3 when he left his workplace in
Vinton around lunchtime and
didn’t return, family advocates
said at the time.
His truck was later found at

the Roanoke River Overlook of
the Blue Ridge Parkway. Exten-
sive searcheffortswere launched
by federal and local officials as
well as friends and relatives.
His body was found by a fish-

erman around 5 p.m. Wednes-
day, south of Rutrough Point
in Explore Park, near where the
river begins flowing into Smith
MountainLake,according to in-
formation fromthepark service,
Bedford County Sheriff’s Office
and thenonprofitMissingPieces
Network.
Thepointdescribed sits a little

more than3.5miles downstream
of the overlook.
Gibson’s family posted a

statement online. “The search
for Brent has come to an end,” it
read.“Sadly, it’s not theoutcome
we had hoped for, but we are at
peace finally knowing where he
is.
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The Moneta community will be fea-
tured in an episode of theDIY network’s
Barnwood Builders this Sunday. The

episode, filmed in November, shows the
recreation of a log cabin that was once
home toMorgans Baptist Church.
The crew of Barnwood Builders spent

several days participating in the recre-
ation of the log cabin church last year.
The buildwas part of the church’s 250th
anniversary celebration coming up later
this year.
What is nowMorgans Baptist Church

was originally known as Goose Creek
Church when it was first established in

1771 and located in the vicinity of Goose
Creek. It latermoved topropertydonated
by the localMorgan family in 1784. Itwas
there the log cabin churchwasoriginally
built, which grew over time, and was
eventually replacedwith the churchcur-
rently located offMorgans Church Road
inMoneta.
Church member Peter Fisette, chair-

man of the church’s 250th anniversary

Church to star on DIY network
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The recreation of the log cabin that was the original home of Morgans Baptist Church is nearly completed following several months of
work. The construction will be featured on an episode of Barnwood Builders premiering this Sunday.
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The Franklin County Board of
Supervisors approved the con-
struction of a 80-foot telecom-
munications tower at Glade Hill
Elementary School at a public
hearing heldMarch 16.The tower
is oneof several currentlyunderor
soon to be under construction in

the county to improvehigh-speed
internet access for residents.
Construction on the tower was

delayed due to concerns from the
Franklin County Planning Com-
mission.Lastmonth commission
members voted to delay a vote on
the tower after voicing concerns
that the towerwouldbe located to
close to a track and activity field
where students would play.
When it returned to the plan-

ning commission earlier this
month, members voted 1-5 with
one abstention against recom-

mending approval of the spe-
cial-use permit to allow Blue
Ridge Towers to construct the
tower. Blue Ridge District rep-
resentative C.W. Doss Jr. was the
lone commissionmember to vote
for themotion.
Supervisors at the March 16

meeting shared some of the same
concerns as the planning com-
missionwhendiscussing thepro-
posed tower.The biggest concern
discussed was the possibility the
tower could fall on childrenon the
track or activity field. The pro-

posed location of the tower is 35
feet fromthe track that surrounds
the activity field.
Blue Ridge Towers representa-

tive Sean Cai said the towers are
constructed with break points
that allows formorecontrol if they
were to fall.The80-foot towerhas
a break point at 40 feet, which
means itwouldnot reachanyarea
beyond40 feet if itwere to fall.Cai
said the towers are also designed
towithstandup to 120mphwinds.
Blackwater District represen-

tative Ronald Mitchell said he

wouldn’t vote for the tower if
there was any possibility it could
fall on children.“Point blank, I’m
going to tell you ifwecan’tmove it
so it doesn’t fall on this track, I’m
not voting for it,” he said.
While Boone District repre-

sentative Ronnie Thompson said
childrenareunlikely tobenear the
toweron the activityfieldor track
during 120 mph winds, he ques-
tioned if the structural integrityof
the tower could be compromised

Glade Hill tower approved
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Boating incidents at Smith
Mountain Lake saw a sharp in-
crease in 2020, following a safer
than usual 2019. The increase
is part of a growing number of
boating incidents and fatalities
statewide in recent years.
There were 18 boating inci-

dents reported at the lake last
year, nearly doubling those in
2019, which had only 10 inci-
dents reported. Incidents are re-
quired tobe reportedwhen there
is more than $2,000 in damage
byor to avessel or its equipment,
injury requiring medical assis-
tance beyond first aid, loss of
life or disappearance of a person
from a vessel.
The increase in incidents can

be attributed to a busier than
usual summer that saw a major
increase in boating traffic. Last
year there was a record number
of short-term rentals and boat
rentals around the lake that
broughtmanymorevacationers.

Last year also saw the lake’s
first boating fatality in four years
with the death of a 23-year-old
Mississippi man. He drowned
while wakeboarding in the
Blackwater River armof the lake
nearBelle IsleRoad this pastAu-
gust.
Statewide, boating incidents

and fatalities have trended up-
ward since 2017. Incidents in the
state increased from75 in 2017 to
110 last year.Fatalities increased
from 13 in 2017 to 21 last year.
In all, the number of boating

incidents in the state were the
second highest in 10 years with

Boating incidents increased in 2020

Tower could be built

as early as June 15

The episode featuring

Morgans Baptist Church

will air at 9 p.m. Sunday

18 boating incidents

recorded at Smith

Mountain Lake last

year, 1 boating fatality
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Of the 21 boating fatalities in Virginia last year, 11 involved paddlecraft with
several occurring in cold water. Operators are encouraged to wear a life
jacket to protect them if they fall overboard.
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