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Membersof theFranklinCounty
BoardofSupervisors continued to
castdoubton the futureof a long-
awaited newGladeHill Volunteer
Fire and EMS station last week.
While a final vote on the project
was postponed until next month,
some county representatives
seemed unwilling to move the
project forward in its current state.

UnionHallDistrict representa-
tive TommyCundiff requested to
postpone a decision on the pro-
posed fire and EMS station that
would be located squarely in his
districtuntil nextmonth’sSept.21
meeting.Heasked for thedelay to
allow time to formacommittee to
address growing concerns.
“I will form a committee, and

we’re going to get this worked
out,” Cundiff said. “I don’t want
anybody to say that I don’t care
about the volunteers.”
Glade Hill Volunteer Fire De-

partment Chief Steven David
said the delay was “exactly what
we were hoping for,” said Glade
Hill Volunteer Fire Department

Chief Steven David. Given the
station has been in the works for
10 years, another 30 days won’t
hurt, he said.
He and department 2nd Lt.

Scott Smith said they had con-
cerns that the new station would
herald the end of their organiza-
tion,withmostof thevehicles and
equipment put under the control
of paid county staff.
“We’re looking for a guarantee

that we can still do our jobs and
run our trucks,” Smith said.
Volunteers in the county have

raised concerns that the new fire
and EMS station will not fit the
needs of the community. Morris
Ledbetter,president of theFrank-

lin County Volunteer Fire Asso-
ciation, spoke against the new
station at last month’s meeting
on behalf of all fire chiefs in the
county.He said,while theyagreed
there is a need for a new station,
theproposalby thecountywill not
fit all the department’s vehicles
and they will still be required to
use the current GladeHill station
tomaintain coverage in the area.
Cundiffsaidhehasbeenamazed

by the debate over the station
in recent months after working
to move the project forward for
several years. “It’s a shame we’ve
planned on something all these
years and all of a sudden come up
with this hiccup,” he said.

In aphone interviewonAug. 19,
Cundiff said there has been some
misinformation on how much
space will be at the new fire and
EMS station. He said, while the
new station will only have three
bays to park vehicles like the cur-
rent station, thebayswill bedou-
ble the size at 80 feet which will
allowmore space for parking.
Cundiffalso saidvolunteerswill

have access to at least two of the
threebays at the station insteadof
onlyonewhichhadbeen reported
elsewhere.
Efforts tobuild anewGladeHill

station have been ongoing since

Glade Hill station decision delayed
Extra time will allow

a committee to form

to look into concerns
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The staff at Booker T. Wash-
ington National Monument is
usingmodern tools toget a closer
look at one of the park’s oldest
structures. The research is not
only providing insight, but also
access to new educational tools

for the park.
Workbeganearlier thismonth

to inspect the tobaccobarnalong
the park’s Jack-O-Lantern trail.
The barn is believed to have
been built in 1894 shortly after
the Burroughs family sold the
property.
Michael Spencer with the

University of Mary Washington

inFredericksburghasbeenover-
seeing the inspectionwork.He is
anassociateprofessor in theuni-
versity’s department of historic
preservation.
The work led by Spencer will

provide a more accurate map of
the stateof thebarnandwhat re-
pairsmaybeneeded. In addition
to visual inspections, Spencer is

able use tools to get a better idea
of the inside of the logs to find
any deterioration that may go
unnoticed.
During one of his final in-

spections of the barn earlier
thismonth, Spencer said hewas
surprised at its condition. “As I
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The Franklin County Board of
Supervisors has agreed to take a
closer look at regulating short-
term rentals in the county. After
putting new rules in place last
year, the county is now consid-
ering some updates.
Since October, short-term

renters in Franklin County are
required to register their rental
with the county, pay an annual
$200 fee and agree to an annual
inspection to assure the home
meets safety requirements such
as the proper number and type
of smoke detectors and fire ex-
tinguishers.Thecountyalso lim-
its advertised guest to only two
adults per bedroom.
Toassist infinding short-term

rentals that have not registered,
the county hired third-party
consultant companyHostCom-
pliance last year. The company
recently merged with another
and is nowGranicus.
Carrie Spencer, director of

planning for Franklin County,
said Granicus has assisted the
county in increasing registra-
tions by locating short-term
rentals on online sites such as
AirBnB.
Once located, the county can

assure the short-term rental
owner registers and meets any
zoning guidelines. Granicus is
also able to see how far back
a short-term rental has been
in operation to assure that the
county receives transient occu-
pancy taxes from the rental.
According to Spencer, there

are 174active short-termrentals
in the county. So far, the county
has collectedmore than$22,000
in registration fees, she said.
Supervisors unanimously

agreed toextend its contractwith
Granicus for another year. The
cost of the contract is $26,000,
which will be primarily paid
through short-term rental reg-
istration fees.
While thecontractwithGrani-

cus was extended, supervisors
voted to delay a decision on any

FRANKLIN COUNTY

Short-term
rental rules
reviewed
Steeper fines for rule

breakers is one of the

changes considered

by supervisors

BOOKERT.WASHINGTONNATIONALMONUMENT

New looks at historic barn
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Michael Spencer with the University of Mary Washington’s department of historic preservation inspects logs on a tobacco barn at Booker T.
Washington National Monument with Robin Snyder, park superintendent.
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Two former Rocky Mount
police officers charged with
participating in the Jan. 6 riot
at the U.S. Capitol have rejected

plea agreements
offered by pros-
ecutors.
At a hearing

Aug. 17, Assis-
tant U.S. Attor-
ney Elizabeth
Aloi did not say
what conces-
sions — such as
a reduction of charges or a spe-
cific sentence — she had offered
Thomas “T.J” Robertson and

Jacob Fracker
in exchange for
pleading guilty.
Defense at-

torneys for the
two men did not
explain their
reasons in detail,
although Fracker
has told authori-

ties that he and Robertson were
let into the Capitol building by
police as itwasbeing stormedby

supporters of former President
Donald Trump.
Aloi said she has seen no ev-

idence of that, but prosecutors
are still sifting through a huge
amount of camera footage of the
insurrectionandwill continue to
look for new information.
“The government takes seri-

ously its obligations,” she said.
District Judge Christopher

ROCKYMOUNT

Ex-police officers reject plea deal for Jan. 6 riot
Prosecutors are still

sifting through Jan. 6

camera footage

RobertsonFracker
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