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What is the primary purpose of gutters?

A well designed gutter and downspout system prevents
rain from pouring down the sides of your house or business.
Pooling water that collects around foundation will cause
erosion problems and can cause structural damage over

time. They also keep your house from being stained
by splashing water/mud and also serve to dress a
house up giving it a clean and finished look.
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The critical first step of under-
standing the budget was addressed in
the article last month. Now it’s time to
consider all items that will require a
financial investment as part of a home
build.

Oftena focus isplacedonthecostof
the home itself and the
land, but other items,
such as water, sewer
and electric supply,
excavation and other
land improvements,
can play a significant
role in the cost struc-
tureofbuildingahome.
These “other items”
should be considered
beforepurchasing land

to ensure enough money is left in the
budget to build a home suitable for the
required needs.

Water supply

Determine if the land will be sup-
plied by a public or private water
source.Publicwatersourceswillhavea
hookupfee,alongwithamonthly,quar-
terly or annual water usage fee. When
considering a parcel of land, find out if
this hookup feehasbeenpaid.Hookup
fees can vary in cost. One of the more
commonproviders at the lake isWest-
ern Virginia Water Authority whose
hookup fee is approximately $3,250.

In addition to the hookup fee, there
will be costs associated with running
thewatersupply to thehouse.Thiswill
vary depending on the distance from
the public water supply meter to the
water entry point of the house.

In this area, a private water sup-
ply typically involves installing a well.
Well installationpricesvarydepending
on well depth, casing type and depth,
grout depth and the distance of pip-
ing needed from thewell to the house.
Most well drillers will provide a list of
installation prices depending on well
drill depth, which includes a complete
well system – the submersible well

pump,pipe,wireandoffsetpipingfrom
the well to the house and the pressure
tank, pressure switch and bacteriolog-
ical testing of water. An average well
cost is $8,000 to $15,000 depending on
those variables.

Sewer supply

Like thewatersupply, therearepub-
lic and private sewer options. Public
sewer hookups are normally found at
the road of a parcel of land.Thehome-
owner is responsible for running the
sewer line from the road to the site of
the home. Depending on the lay of the
land, this canbeagravity feedorpump
installationmaybe required. Likepub-
licwater, public sewer involvesahook-
up fee and monthly/quarterly/annual
fee based on usage.

For construction of a private sep-
tic system, talk with the local health
department, a septic engineer or a
septic installer to get a better idea of
cost. Private septic systems can vary
dramatically in cost depending on if
the land accommodates a convention
or alternative septic.

Electric supply

Getting electricity to the site of
a home can be a large, unexpected
expense. When inquiring about a par-
cel of land, find out if there is electric-
ity available on the street side of the
property. Newer or established neigh-
borhoods with smaller lots typically
have electricity available at the street
and minimal costs associated with
obtaining electricity at the site. The
homeowner is responsible for pay-
ing the utility company to run power,
eitherundergroundoroverhead, to the
property.

For larger tracksof landor large lots
where the site of thehome is hundreds
oreventhousandsof feetawayfromthe
electricity access point, it is important
to get in touch with the serving utility.
At the lake, the two primary providers
are Appalachian Power and Southside

Electric. These providers handle new
home installs differently, so it’s impor-
tant to touch basewith them to ensure
the land parcel is serviceable and at
what expense.

Excavation

Excavationcanincludetreeremoval
and disposal, driveway establishment,
retainingwalls and riprapping. In gen-
eral, the steeper the grade of land, the
higher the cost of excavation. Some
steeper lots may require a retaining
wall or series of retainingwalls to cre-
ate an area for the home. A driveway
may require curvature or turns to
minimize the steep grade. If the land is
rocky,expect therewillbeacostassoci-
atedwith rock removal.

Other land improvements

Other land improvements can
include boat docks, riprapping the
shoreline, walking paths, detached
storage sheds, fencing, landscaping
and firepits. While prices can vary
dramatically by dock builder, expect
to spend at least $70,000 on a two-slip
boat dock, with prices going up from
there depending on a dock’s complex-
ity andmaterials used.

Consideringthecostofwater, sewer
and electric access, excavation and
other land improvements in addition
to the land cost and home build cost
will ensure a complete picture of the
entire home build cost.

Sonya Weatherford serves as
director of business development
for Milstead Construction, a Class
A general contractor. Weatherford
received an MBA from Virginia Tech
and lives inMonetawith her husband,
Carlton.

More tips on how to get
started building a home
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Carilion Franklin Memorial Hospital recently partnered with Homestead Creamery

to conduct a fundraiser for the American Heart Association. Members of the

hospital’s cardiac department welcomed Franklin County Sheriff Bill Overton

during the fundraiser.

—Submitted by H.L. Nolen

Hospital fundraiser benefits
the American Heart Association

PUBLIC RECORD

Laker Weekly publishes listings from the

Smith Mountain Lake area

as a matter of public record, when space

allows.

LAND AND HOME TRANSFERS

PatrickM. Ferraro to
Douglas J. Grider, lot 55,
section 2, Walnut Run, June
12, $590,000.
Alan S. Fetting to Thomas

E. Harvey, lot 27, section 1,
TheWaters Edge, June 10,
$325,000.
NitaM. Farris to Charlton

B. Robb, lot 71, section 2,
Chestnut Creek, June 20,
$275,000.
Ralph H. Grogan to Joshua

N. Mattox, unit 305, building

300, Marina Bay, June 27,
$265,000.
Benjamin L. Hicks to

Christy K. Thompson, lot
10,Westlake Pointe, June 7,
$260,000.
Sabrina L. Cook to Kathy

I. Carter, lot 12, Golden View
Estates, June 25, $180,000.
Frontier Land Development

LLC to Christine B. Stump, lot
91, Kennedy Shores, June 17,
$139,900.

The following land and home transfers were

registered in Franklin County in June (with the seller,

the buyer, the date, the location and the amount of

compensation in the transaction):

LAND AND HOME TRANSFERS

John J. and NancyW.
Jessop to Aaron S. and
Charlotte E. Lukas, Elmwood
Terrace, July 19, Lakes District,
$665,000.
Scott A. Myers andMarsha

A. Myers to Jeffrey and
Brenda S.Wisz, Windcrest
Drive, July 19, Blue Ridge
District, $378,000.
DonaldW.Weidt and

EyvonneWeidt toMichael
T. andMarjorie C. Skidmore,
Country Lane, July 19, Blue
Ridge District, $322,500.
David P. and Donna B.

Carpenter to King Property
LLC, Blarney Stone Court, July

19, Lakes District, $315,000.
Donna T. Morton to

Michael Noell, Nemmo Road,
July 19, Blue Ridge District,
$265,000.
Michael Conley and

KimberlyMyers Peters
and Thomas Folke Jr. and
Kimberly Folke to Erin Peters
Arthur, unit F-2, Belview Bay
Condominium, July 22, Lakes
District, $79,000.
DonaldW. and Tonya

Crockett to Annette L. Eadie,
lot 136, section B, Beechwood
West, July 19, Lakes District,
$18,000.

The following land and home transfers were

registered in Bedford County in July (with the seller,

the buyer, the date, the location and the amount

of compensation in the transaction):

BEDFORD COUNTY

FRANKLIN COUNTY

The waterfowl decoy
carvings of Mark Oldham
will be on display this
month at the MOarts Gal-
lery in the Moneta/Smith
Mountain Lake Library.

Oldham started his
hobby of woodcarving
when he was 13 years old.
He created a wide variety
of carvings over the years
before settling on creating
detailed wildlife decoys.

Oldhamhas studied and
workedwithKeithMueller,
one of the premier decoy
carvers in New England.
He has attended classes
and workshops to further
his craft.

He has received two
honorable mentions from
the World Wildfowl Carv-
ing Contest in Ocean City,
Maryland for his decoys.
He is currently working on

a hooded merganser drake
decoy.

The MOarts Gallery
display case will present
a solo exhibition of carved
decoys by Oldham until

Aug. 31.
Call 425-7004 for more

information.

—Submitted by

Jenifer Golston

Waterfowl carvings on display at
MOarts Gallery through August

This waterfowl decoy carving will be one of several on

display at the MOarts Gallery through August.


