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Residents inPenhookareasking
FranklinandPittsylvaniacounties
for help payingEMTstaff atCool
Branch Rescue Department fol-
lowing the death of a community
member earlier this year.
The citizen group has raised

$120,000 since the effort first
began earlier this year. Pittsyl-
vania County has promised to
match up to $230,000 of what
the group raises.
Kim Cassada, a Penhook res-

ident and vice president of the
Cool Branch Rescue Depart-
ment’s board of directors, spoke
to the Franklin County Board of
Supervisors last month to re-
quest an additional $100,000 in
funding. So far, the county has
not responded.
Residents want to hire six

paid EMT staff that would be
stationed at various times at
CoolBranchRescueDepartment
during the week. The paid staff
would fill any gaps in coverage
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Bedford County supervisors
were asked in a Sept. 27 work
session to consider investing in a
proposedevent center tobebuilt
in theSmithMountainLakearea,
offVirginia 122 inMoneta.
The projected cost for the es-

tablishment of such a facility
wouldbe about $2.4million,ac-
cording tofigures fromtheSmith
Mountain Lake Association, a
civic group comprised of about
1,100SmithMountainLake-area
residents, said spokespersonand
formerBedfordCounty supervi-
sor Steve Arrington.
The notion of an event center

in Moneta, a developing pitch
called the SmithMountain Lake
Event Center, has been a vi-
sion among many in the Smith
Mountain Lake area for at least
30 years, said area resident and
a leader of the Smith Mountain
LakeAssociation,FredSylvester.
BedfordCountyAdministrator

Robert Hiss said he has spoken
with the Smith Mountain Lake
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The Smith Mountain Lake
Charity Home Tour is gearing
up for its 30thyearof showcas-

ing some of the most unique
and interesting homes around
the lake.Final preparations are
underway at each of the eight
homes for this weekend’s tour
set for Oct. 8, 9 and 10.
This year’s 30th anniver-

sary is a long time coming
for the Smith Mountain Lake
Charity Home Tour. The tour

THREE-DAYEVENTBEGINS FRIDAY

Home tour celebrates 30th year
Over the years,

event has raised

nearly $4 million

COURTESY OF SMITH MOUNTAIN LAKE CHARITY HOME TOUR

The Howlett home is one of eight homes that will be featured at this weekend’s Smith Mountain Lake Charity Home Tour.

SmithMountainLakeCharityHomeTour
Tickets are good for all three days with one visit per home
allowed. The Charity Home Tour takes place rain or shine.

Friday and Saturday: Homes are open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Sunday: 1 to 5 p.m.

Tickets: On sale at each of the homes on tour days.

Advance tickets: www.smlcharityhometour.com.

As in previous years, there will be traffic directors at each home to help with parking and docking, and each waterfront will be
marked by a large orange dock flag. Signs along the roads mark necessary turns, but using a GPS device is also recommended.

1. The Mele Home, on a lot in
Goodviewwith 600 feet of shore-
line, is a renovation of the home
they moved into in 1980. Prior to
that date, the homeowners began
acquiring family treasures and
collecting antiques, and there of
lots of them here. Large ones in-
clude an 1890 walnut bed, a four
poster bed, china cabinet, grand-
father clock, Turkish carpets;
small ones run the gamut from
bears, jars, dolls, pottery, and a
coffee grinder to a map of her fa-
ther’s bombing missions during
WorldWar II. There are alsomany
pieces of art and lots of history
and stories to accompany them.
The kitchen has a large island,
beautiful windows, Viking stove
and 100-year old copper pots.

There are 85 steps that meander
through gardens from the dock to
the house.

2. The Waro Home, above
Hales Ford bridge, is situated on
a lot with 300 feet of waterfront.
Constructed in 2018, this Crafts-
man/Prairie style home has four
bedrooms and four and a half
baths. The kitchen features an
oversized island and a unique
baker’s pantry. Savor the antiques
and wildlife paintings. The living
room has a large stone fireplace
with a heart-shaped stone in the
center. The ceiling is stained pine
with lights around the perimeter.
This room leads to the screened
porch with a lake view. Down-
stairs, the family room brims with
Western character: a fabulous

Mexican bar, hunting trophies,
bear skin, wooden Indian, coke
machine, gas pump and slot ma-
chine. The lake level bunk room
is kid-oriented for grandchildren.

3. The Pannell home, located
on a hill in The Lake Place be-
tween Montego Bay and Park
Place, has breathtaking water
and mountain views. The couple
downsized to this three bedroom
home that features two fire-
places, crown molding, a great
kitchen and a master suite with
a tray ceiling. They removed ex-
isting carpeting and self-installed
luxury vinyl flooring. There is an
open living and dining room and
a new sun room with a stacked
stone fireplace. Navy memora-
bilia helps decorate the home

office. The sitting area is de-
signed to take advantage of the
panoramic lake views. A fire pit
completes outdoor experience. In
Montego Bay, a designated dock
with no home on the lot will have
a vanwaiting to transport boaters
to the Pannell home.

4. TheWalker Home has post
and beam construction with natu-
ral building materials — Douglas
fir ceilings, reclaimed, re-sawn
(with a chain saw) wood floors,
reclaimed wood on bathroom
vanities. There’s a lot of Tennes-
see field stone on the exterior,
the entry foyer walls and on four
wood burning fireplaces — two in-
side and two outside. The kitchen,
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Please see TOUR, Page R2

COOLBRANCH

The Water’s Edge

Country Club is

hosting a charity golf

tournament and live

auction Oct. 7 and 8

MONETA

Projected cost would

be about $2.4 million

Please see COOL BRANCH, Page R2

Please seeMONETA, Page R5

Please see HOMES, Page R2
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