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The summer season is
now underway at Smith
Mountain Lake with the
arrival of Memorial Day.
Crowds of boaters took to
thewater this pastweekend
for the start of what is ex-
pected to be another busy
year.
TheDepartment ofWild-

life Resources is increasing
its patrols on the lake in to
keepaneyeon the increased
traffic. Last year saw a sub-
stantial increase in boats on
the water and conservation
officers are expecting the

same high volume again.
“I think we are going to

haveanotherbusyyear,”said
Eric Dotterer, conservation
officer for DWR.
Conservation officers

will be patrolling the lake
throughout the summer
with additional officers
during heavy traffic times
such as weekends and holi-
days like this pastMemorial
Day weekend. Dotterer said
the DWR can have as many
as seven patrol boats and
two PWCs patrolling the
lake at any given time.
This will be the 13th year

patrolling Smith Mountain
Lake for Dotterer. In that
time, he has seen a lot of
changes.
“I think the lake is a lot

safer now,”Dotterer said.
Backwhenhefirst started,

the boater safety education

law had just started and
many people had not yet
taken a boating education
class. Dotterer said he has
seen a noticeable improve-
ment in lake safety as the
law was phased in until it
was fully implemented in
2016.
While safety has im-

proved, Dotterer said there
are still issues that conser-
vation officers deal with on
a regular basis. One of the
biggest, he said, is people
who ride on a boat’s bow,
transom or gunwale—basi-
cally anything other than a
boats seats.

“The most dangerous
thing you can do is be out-
side those seating compart-
ments,”Dotterer said.
In additional to being

dangerous, sitting in those
areaswhile theboat ismov-
ing can lead to the boat op-
erator being charged with
reckless boating, Dotterer
said.Themaximumpenalty
for a reckless boating charge
is $2,500fineor ayear in jail.
Another issue is boaters

out afterdark thatusedock-
ing lights tonavigate around
the lake.While the lights are
brighter, Dotterer said they
impact night vision of the
boat operator as well as any
other boat operators on the
water. The lights can also
obscure navigation lights
which make it difficult to

DWR officers prepare
for a busy summer
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Conservation officers with the Department of Wildlife Resources have increased patrols since Memorial Day weekend.
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A popular ice cream
sandwich shop from Forest
has arrived in Westlake for
the summer. Anyone with
a sweet tooth can now visit
the parking lot of Mama

Ann’s Gifts and Goodies to
visit the lake’s newest food
truck.
Rookie’s opened its food

truck, or more accurately
trailer, this past weekend.
This will now be the third
location for the business
that started as a sideproject
for owners JordanandHolly
Nickerson back in 2017.
The small trailer is where

the Nickersons first started
their business inForest. Jor-
dan Nickerson said it was
just a temporary business
he started just to get some

hands-on experience while
hegothisMBAfromLiberty
University.
“We were slammed right

away,” Nickerson said of
those earlydays starting the
business.
The popularity led the

young entrepreneurs to
open their first brick and
mortar store in Forest. A
short time later theyopened
a second location in Roa-
noke.
Now they have arrived at

Food truck rolls out the ice cream
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Holly Nickerson sells ice cream sandwiches from a trailer at its
original location in Forest. The trailer is now set up in Westlake for
the summer.
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Franklin and Pittsylvania
counties recently agreed to
a temporary pause in ne-
gotiations concerning the
response area for the Cool
Branch Volunteer Fire and
Rescue Departments. The
two counties have debated
for more than a year over
how to properly fund the
life-saving services.
The controversy began

in 2019 when Pittsylva-
nia County asked Frank-
lin County for a renewed
cost-sharing agreement
for the Cool Branch. The
fire and rescue departments
are located in Pittsylvania
County, but the majority of
its service calls are inFrank-
lin County.
Pittsylvania County has

requested increased fund-
ing for the departments
from Franklin County as
well as cost sharing the de-
partments future equipment
cost. The two counties have
also discussed redrawing
county lines to either in-
corporate Cool Branch into
Franklin County or move a
large portion of the two de-
partment’s service area into
Pittsylvania County.
Last week, Pittsylvania

County announced a hold
in theongoingnegotiations.
The decision came shortly
after Franklin County an-
nounced an increase in
funding for theCool Branch

Counties
hit pause
on rescue
negotiations
Controversy around

cost-sharing deal

for the Cool Branch

department
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