
Friday-Sunday
30th Annual SMAC Art Show

Where: Bethlehem United

Methodist Church, 16586 Old

Moneta Road, Moneta

When: Reception/awards

ceremony 6:30 to 8 p.m. Oct. 25;

display open 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Oct. 26 and noon to 3 p.m.

Oct. 27.

Cost: Free

Contact: www.smac-arts.com

Saturday
Blue Ridge Folklife Festival

The festival brings together a

host of musicians, moonshiners,

craftspeople, mule jumpers,

horse pullers, coon dog racers,

antique tractor buffs and old-

time gamers for a celebration

of the rich heritage and

traditions of the region. Features

performers, artisans, foods and

activities not found at typical

craft shows, fairs and festivals.

Handicapped-accessible, rain or

shine event, free parking.

Where: Blue Ridge Institute

and Museum, Ferrum College,

Ferrum

When: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Cost: $10, $5 for children ages

6–14 and senior citizens ages

55 and older, free children 5 and

younger

Contact: 365-4412 to order

advance tickets

Pumpkin Carving Fun

Bring your pumpkin, your own

wine and your paring knives.

Refreshments and non-alcoholic

beverages provided. Talented

instructor.

Where: Bedford Landings Bed &

Breakfast, 1995 Buccaneer Road,

Moneta

When: 6 to 8 p.m.

Cost: $20

Contact: Karen DeBord, karen@

bedfordlandings.com, 488-4600

to enroll

CALENDAR
Wednesday
Bedford County Town Hall/
Candidate Forum

An information session for

Bedford County voters to learn

about their candidates for

elected office. Q&A following the

presentations.

Where: The Bedford Columns,

812 E. Main St., Bedford

When: 5:30 p.m. networking, 6

to 8 p.m. meeting

Cost: Free and open to the

public

Contact: RSVP to Bedford Area

Chamber of Commerce,

586-9401

Rock-A-Bye Reader

A lapsit program for babies

ages 0 to 36 months. Join us

for rhymes, music, movement,

stories, free play and parenting

resources.

Where: Bedford Central Library,

321 N. Bridge St., Bedford;

Moneta/SML Library,

13641 Moneta Road, Moneta

When: 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.

Cost: Free

Contact: 586-8911; 425-7004

Pickleball

All equipment provided. Drop

in and see what this game is all

about.

Where: Essig Recreation Center,

295 Technology Drive, Rocky

Mount

When: 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

age 50 and older; 6 to 8 p.m. age

18 and older

Cost: Free

Contact: www.

playfranklincounty.com,

483-9293
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After more than a decade as execu-
tive director of SML Good Neighbors,
Russ Baskett has handed over the reigns
to Lisa Lietz. After having served as pro-
gram director of the Moneta nonprofit,
Lietz assumed the role earlier thismonth.

It’s the start of a new chapter for SML

Good Neighbors as it continues working
to provide summer and after-school pro-
grams to students in Franklin andBedford
counties.Theprogramsprovide academic
support and nutritiousmeals for students
in area schools where thousands are eli-
gible for free or reduced-price lunches.

Baskett announced his plans to step
down with the SML Good Neighbors
board earlier this year so he and his wife,
Sarah, could move closer to their daugh-
ter in Northern Virginia. He said it was
time for someonewithnew ideas andnew
energy to take over.

Thedecision to stepdownwas easy for
Baskett once he sawLietzwaswilling and
able to take his place. “Itwould have been

difficult if I thought no one could step in,”
he said.

Lietz was the top choice for Baskett
from the start.He said theybegandiscuss-
ing the possible transition years ago, and
he worked closely with her to help ease
her into the position.

Lietz came to SMLGoodNeighbors in
2013 when she was hired as a part-time
database manager. Baskett said he was
convinced right away that shewas a good
fit for the organization. Less than a year
later she was named program director.

Since that time, they have been work-
ing together closely to continue growing

SML Good Neighbors
appoints new leadership

Lisa Lietz, the organization’s
program director, was named as the
new executive director on Oct. 1.

JASON DUNOVANT | Laker Weekly

SML Good Neighbors’ new executive director Lisa Lietz consults with former executive director Russ Baskett.

By DeniseMembreno

Special to LakerWeekly

Bedford andFranklin counties
have becomehotspots for a dead-
ly virus attacking deer. Called
hemorrhagic disease, it strikes
eachyearbut is hittingharder this
year due to the recent drought.

“It is most common over in
the eastern part of the state,” said
Matt Knox, deer project coordi-
nator for theVirginiaDepartment
of Game and Inland Fisheries. “It
is less common as youmovewest
across the Piedmont. It occurs
less in Bedford and Franklin
counties but right now we are in

a severe drought.”
The DGIF keeps reports of

people calling in sick deer. They
have received more than 100
reports from Franklin and Bed-
ford counties, Knox said. The
reports of sick deer typically
start in mid-July with the num-
bers increasing August through

October.
Hemorrhagicdisease is caused

by a virus. It is transmitted from
deer to deer by little biting gnats.

“One of those gnats will bite
an infected deer, then go and bite
another transmitting the virus,”

Deadly disease affecting deer populations

LakerWeekly

Recentdroughtconditionshave
dropped the lake’s water level by
more than 2 feet in recentmonths.
Whilethelevelhasbeenlowerthan
usual, it’s remained more stable
than in previous droughts.

The last time the lake was at
full pond was in June. Since that
time, the average level has slowly
dropped,withthelevelcurrentlyat
793.47 feet. Levels have fluctuated

between 792.5 and 794.5 in recent
weeks.

Appalachian Power spokes-
man John Shepelwich said there
are a few reasons that the level has
remained higher than in previous
droughts. “There is not anymagic
to it,” he said.

Inflows from the lake’s tribu-
taries have remained fairly stable,
helpingtomaintainthewater level,
Shepelwich said. He also praised
Appalachian Power’s commercial

operations employees in Colum-
bus, Ohio who oversee the level,
as well as staff at Smith Mountain
Dam.

“They just do a heck of a job,”
Shepelwich said.

Appalachian Power employ-
eeswatch the forecast and, during
drought conditions, closely moni-
tor the lake level. Shepelwich said
duringcurrentdroughtconditions
they are maintaining an equilib-
rium where the same amount of

water that flows into the lake from
the tributaries is being discharged
into Leesville Lake. A certain
amount must be discharged to
meet requirements downstream,
he said.

During a previous drought in
late 2017 and early 2018, the lake’s
water level dropped almost 5 feet.
Heavy rains helped to return
the level to nearly full pond by

Lake level high while drought continues
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