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Booker T. Washing-
ton National Monument
remains closed for a third
week due to the partial
federal government shut-
down.

A sign placed at the

park’s entrance Dec. 22
and an outgoing message
on the phone at the park’s
visitor center informed
visitors of the closure.
“Due to the lapse in fed-
eral appropriations, the
National Park Service
(NPS) is unable to fully
staff the properties under
its management,” the sign
said.

While the park has
remained closed to visi-
tors, maintenance crews
have continued work-
ing, according to the U.S.

Department of Interior’s
Contingency Plans for
Operations in theAbsence
of Appropriations. The
contingency plan for the
National Park Service
statedthat“staffingwillbe
heldtotheamountneeded
for the protection of life,
propertyandpublichealth
and safety.”

Essential duties at the
park, such as caring for
animals, have continued
according to the plan,

For more events,

please see page 6

Saturday
Friends of Main Library Book Sale

Where: Franklin County Main Library,

355 Franklin St., RockyMount

When: 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Cost: Free admission

Contact: 483-3098, option 0

Friends of the Bedford Public

Library 2nd Saturday Book Room

Sale

Search for used books, DVDs andmore.

Most items range in price from 25 cents

to a few dollars. All proceeds benefit the

Bedford Central Library.

Where: Bedford Central Library,

321 N. Bridge St., Bedford

When: 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Cost: Free admission

Contact: 586-8911

The Clark Family

Country.

Where: Harvester Performance Center,

450 Franklin St., RockyMount

When: 7 p.m.

Cost: $20 general admission (plus fees)

Contact:www.harvester-music.com,

484-8277

CALENDAR
Wednesday
Franklin County Connects Meeting

Connect and network in a structured

business setting.

Where: The Franklin Center for

Advanced Learning, 50 Claiborne Ave.,

RockyMount

When: 9 to 10 a.m.

Cost: Free

Contact: 721-1203, lmoritz@

visitsmithmountainlake.com

Genealogy Research Group

Drop-in group for anyone researching

family history. All experience levels

welcome.

Where: Franklin County Main Library,

355 Franklin St., RockyMount

When: 9:30 a.m.

Cost: Free

Contact: 483-3098, option 0

American Red Cross Blood

Donation

Where: Cool Branch Rescue,

3060 Smith Mountain Road, Penhook

When: 1 to 5 p.m.

Cost: Free

Contact: 1-800-RED-CROSS

Wonderful Wednesdays

Sessions start with dinner followed by

music and small group discussions for

all ages. Nursery care is also provided.

The discussion groups include the

Alpha Course, an internationally popular

introduction to the basics of the Christian

faith asking questions such as “Who is

this Jesus?” “How can I make themost of

my life?” and other queries designed to

engage and inspire conversations about

faith. Sessions end April 3.

Where: Bethlehem UnitedMethodist

Church, 13586 OldMoneta Road, Moneta

When: 6 p.m.

Cost: Free

Contact: Register at www.

bethlehemunitedmethodist.org

Pickleball

All equipment provided. Drop in and see

what this game is all about.

Where: Essig Recreation Center,

295 Technology Drive, RockyMount

When: 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. age 50

and older; 6 to 8 p.m. age 18 and older

Cost: Free

Contact:www.playfranklincounty.com,

483-9293

Wednesday-Thursday
Little Learning Lab

Drop in. For prereaders and preschoolers.

Story hour programs with art, music,

science, technology and storytelling.

Where:Westlake Branch Library,

84Westlake Road, #109, Hardy

When: 10:30 a.m.

Cost: Free

Contact: 483-3098, option 2
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Thank you for voting for us in the category

Best Place to Play Golf in the Best of Smith Mountain Lake.
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By JasonDunovant

jason.dunovant@
smithmountainlaker.com

721-4675

The Smith Mountain Lake
Marine Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment recently announced that
longtimememberToddOhlerich
will serve as its new chief and
MarkPlumb as president.

Ohlerich, who has served as a
member of the SMLMVF for the
past 18 years —most recently as
deputy chief, joined the depart-
ment shortly after moving to the

lake from Rochester, New York.
He assumes the position from

JohnHonaker,whoservedaschief
for four years.

Honakersaidhefelt itwastime
foranewgrouptoleadthedepart-
ment. “I just felt like it was time
for me to slow down a little bit,”
he said.

Honaker will continue as
SMLMVF’s deputy chief, some-
thingthatOhlerichsaidhewanted
becauseofHonaker’sexperience.

New president Mark Plumb
hasbeenwith thedepartment for
two years. Before retiring to the
lake,hewasapastor inPittsburgh,
Pennsylvaniaandavolunteerfire-
fighter for 30 years.

Plumb said he didn’t want to
quit volunteering once hemoved
to the lake. One day after seeing
a fire boat on the lake, he said he
decided to find out more about
thedepartmentandsubsequently

SML Marine Volunteer Fire Dept.
announces new leadership, goals
The department is working
to construct a headquarters
and replace several of the
aging boats in its fleet.
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John Honaker (from left) recently stepped down as chief of the Smith
Mountain Lake Marine Volunteer Fire Department. Mark Plumb will
serve as the department’s new president and Todd Ohlerich will serve
as the new chief.
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Nearly a year after the Bedford Area
Family YMCA announced its Moneta
branchwouldbeclosing, thesmall facility
has fought to stayopen.TheMonetaAth-
leticClubhascontinuedtoprovideaplace
for locals to not only work out, but also
hang outwith others in the community.

Branchmembers joined staff to forma

board that allowed the gym to stay open.
TheYMCAclosedthebranchApril30and
a day later, the gym was reopened with
newequipment.

At the time, John Huddleston was a
memberof theYMCA.Hedecided to join
the board to help keep the gym going. “I
wanted to see it stayopen,” he said. “Iwas
willing to dowhat I could.”

Notmuch has changed since the facil-
ity became Moneta Athletic Club. Hud-
dleston said it has the same family atmo-

sphere that people have always enjoyed.
The staff also has remained the same.

All 10 staff members continued working
at the gym after the changeover. Joyce
Walker,MAC’sdirector, said shehad faith
the facility would succeed. “I knew that
we could do it.”

Huddleston admitted there has been a
bit of a learning curve in the first year, but
the board continues working to improve

Community continues to
support Moneta Athletic Club

Essential duties have
continued, although
several projects have
been put on hold.
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Group exercise instructor Frank Godsey leads a SilverSneakers class at the Moneta Athletic Club.

Shutdown impacts Booker T. monument

JASON DUNOVANT | Laker Weekly

The entrance to Booker T. Washington National
Monument remains closed as the federal government
shutdown continues.
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