
Thursday-Sunday
5th Annual Bedford County
Fair

Embracing the theme of “Where

Farm Meets Fun,” the fair will

feature a midway by Brinkley

Amusements, free daily shows

by Super 3 Ring Circus and an

interactive experience in Old

McDonald’s farm.

Where: Glenwood Center,

2074 Smith Mountain Lake

Parkway, Huddleston

When: 4 to 10 p.m. Thursday, 3 to

10 p.m. Friday, 10 a.m. to 10 p.m.

Saturday, noon to 6 p.m. Sunday

Cost: Free admission and parking

Contact: bedfordcofair.org

Saturday
String Beans, Corn and Peas
Concert

A time to enjoy music with a

purpose: to help those in need.

The goal is to raise 800 cases

of canned vegetables to donate

to local food pantries, including

Lake Christian Ministries, Mt. Zion

A.M.E., Parrish Chapel UMC and

others in the area. We ask that

each participant bring a case of

string beans, corn or peas (4, 6,

8, 10 or 12 cans) to help reach the

goal of 800 cases. The Main Street

Men will be singing, with other

groups to be announced.

Where: Halesford United

Methodist Church, 1601 Lakewood

Forest Road, Moneta

When: 4 to 6 p.m.

Cost: Free admission

Contact: 434-942-8679

Saturday-Sunday
31st Annual Smith Mountain
Lake Wine Festival

In addition to nearly 30 Virginia

wineries, festival visitors can

peruse the booths of dozens of

quality artisans, as well as craft

and food vendors. Both days

feature live music with plenty of

room for dancing.

Where: Crazy Horse Marina,

400 Crazy Horse Drive, Moneta

When: 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday,

11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sunday

Cost: In advance, $26 taster

ticket, $16 nontaster; at the gate,

$36 taster, $26 nontaster, $126 VIP

Lounge tickets

Contact: www.

visitsmithmountainlake.com, 721-

1203

CALENDAR
Wednesday
American Red Cross Blood
Donation

Where: Carilion Franklin Memorial

Hospital, 180 Floyd Ave., Rocky

Mount

When: 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Cost: Free

Contact: 1-800-RED-CROSS

Facing the Elephant in the
Room: Advance Directives,
Long Term Care

Terri Johnson, a liaison nurse for

Centra Hospice, will discuss health

care decisions for ourselves and

our loved ones, including advance

directives.

Where: Bedford Central Library,

321 N. Bridge St., Bedford

When: 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Cost: Free

Contact: 586-8911 for required

registration

Friday
Friday Breakfast Book Club

This month’s selection is

“Beartown” by Fredrik Backman.

New members welcome.

Where: Bedford Central Library,

321 N. Bridge St., Bedford

When: 10 to 11 a.m.

Cost: Free

Contact: 586-8911
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Groundwork USA has
provided much-needed
maintenance help for crews
at Booker T. Washington
National Monument over

the past two weeks. The
national organization teach-
es young adults life skills
that can be taken back to
their communities.

A small group of high
school and college students
from Elizabeth, New Jersey
spent last week removing
and replacing the park’s

split-rail fencing. It was not
a volunteer project — these
crew members were paid
for their time and provided
with valuable construction
experience.

Curt Collier, national
youth programs director for
Groundwork USA, said the
goal of the organization is to

build the skills of youths in
struggling communities to
enable them to start a career
or to improve the communi-
ties where they live. Skills
are learned by taking on
projects in national parks
across the country.

Youth learn value
of hard work

Groundwork USA arrived at Booker T. Washington National Monument
on Sept. 16 to assist in replacing the park’s split-rail fencing.
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Groundwork USA crew members replaced Booker T. Washington National Monument’s old split-rail fencing piece by piece over several days
last week.
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More than adozen competi-
tors turned out for the seventh
annual Smith Mountain Lake
Stand Up Paddleboard Race

on Sept. 21 at Smith Moun-
tain Lake Community Park in
Scruggs.

Competitors could race
along a 2- or 4-mile route.New
this year were a 6-mile surfski

category and a 2-mile kayak
category.

In the 2-mile race, Thomas
Suydam finished first with a

Racers take to the water
in annual SUP race

Photos courtesy of Matt Ross

Once the horn signaled the start, racers ran to their boards during the SML Stand Up Paddleboard
Race on Sept. 21.

Racers line up along the beach at Smith Mountain Lake Community Park before the seventh annual
Smith Mountain Lake Stand Up Paddleboard Race on Sept. 21.
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Proposed changes to zoning in the
Westlake area were met with criticism
at theFranklinCountyBoardofSupervi-
sorsmeetingonSept. 17. Somemembers
shared their unease with the proposal
that will likely come to the board for a
vote later this year.

SteveSandy,directorofplanningand
community development, provided an
update for supervisors following a pub-
lic hearing on the rezoning held by the
Franklin County Planning Commission
on Sept. 10. The commission delayed a
vote on the issue until its next meeting
Oct. 8.

If passed, the new zoning would
change properties zoned A-1 to rural
residential and those zonedB-2 andM-1
would be rezoned corridor business in
theWestlake area stretching from Har-
monySchoolRoad toHalesFordBridge
and along parts of Scruggs Road. The
zoningchangeswouldalsoput limitson
what can be done on a property.

Supervisors
question
Westlake
rezoning
The new rezoning could push
out farmers in the Westlake
community, according to some
supervisors.

See BOOKER, 2

See RACE, 2

See ZONING, 3

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 5
5K & 5K Obstacle Course Race: 10:30 a.m.

Festival: 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Fun for all ages and fitness levels! Exercise class demos, kite flying,
vendors, classic family games, and craft brews, wines and spirits.

Bring your lawn chairs and enjoy music by MorganWade and more.
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