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T
heFranklinCountySheriff’sOfficeheld itsNationalNightOutatWestlakeTowneCenteronAug.3.
Several officers fromavarietyof areadepartments,alongwithvolunteers fromareafire and rescue
departments, connectedwith residents and shared information about the work that they do.
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Lake resident Tom Hardy is
halfway throughhisfirst summer
as director of the Smith Moun-
tain Lake Association’s water
quality monitoring program. So
far, the lake has gotten a clean
bill of health with no incidents
to report.
This year is the 35th anniver-

saryof the long runningprogram
created in apartnershipbetween
the SmithMountain Lake Asso-
ciation and Ferrum College. It
provides a detailed analysis of
the lake’s health throughmulti-
ple tests and samples collected

throughout the summer.
Hardy took over the position

Jan. 1 after former director Mi-
chaelMcCord steppeddown.He
hadvolunteered as awater qual-
itymonitor for thepast twoyears
beforeaccepting theposition last
year.
Water quality hasbeenexcep-

tionally good this year,according
to Hardy. It is an improvement
over last year that sawadecrease
in water clarity due to higher
than usual levels of green algae.
Hardy said the decrease in

water clarity and quality could
likely be attributed to the sig-
nificant increase in boat traffic
last year. Several major rainfalls
and significantfloodingwas also
a likely contributing factor, he
said.
“Last year therewas anunfor-

tunate convergence of events,”
Hardy said.
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Public water has seen a slow
but steady growth into Frank-
lin County in recent years with
the help of theWestern Virginia
Water Authority. Now the re-
gional water authority is setting
its sights on the southern side of
SmithMountain Lake as its next
area of expansion.
Mike McEvoy joined a work

sessionwith theFranklinCounty
Board of Supervisors lastmonth
to discuss the potential for
growth in the Union Hall area
that encompasses the southern
portionofSmithMountainLake.
The discussion included pos-

sible paths to extendwater lines
fromWestlake to reach theUnion
Hall area as well as ways to split
fundingbetween the county and
water authority.
Nodecisionsweremadeat the

meeting concerning the path of
any future public water lines or
funding by supervisors. There

was agreement to have McEvoy
provide a cost analysis of thepo-
tential routes to be presented at
a futuremeeting.
While itmay take several years

to extend water lines into Union
Hall, thedistrict’s representative
Tommy Cundiff sees it as a po-
tential boost for the community.
The area hasn’t seen the same
level of growthas the easternand
western sidesof the lakehaveex-
perienced in the past.
“Southlake is ready to be

born,” Cundiff said of the po-
tential of the water lines.
Bringingpublicwater toUnion

Hall is one ofCundiff’s top goals
as supervisors. He said other
goals include building a new fa-
cility for theGladeHillVolunteer
Fire and Rescue Department,
finding land to create a public
beach park on that side of the
lake and creating a new village
plan for the community to help
focus growth in the community
in the coming years.
Effortsarealreadyunderway in

the county to create a newUnion
Hall Village Plan. The first plan
was adopted in 2014. Assistant
County Administrator Steve
Sandy said a village plan will
help in developing a public water

Plan to expand
public water
to ‘Southlake’
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Deputy Michael Moorman (left) and Lt. Eric Ingram speak with visitors to Westlake’s National Night Out.

National Night Out
arrives at Westlake
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A new ministry came to the
lake area last month.When Ka-
sey Kohl, president of Home-
stead Creamery, was asked if he
could help,Kohl did not hesitate
to offer his services. After all,
who better to help the Cheese
Ministry than the president of a
creamery.
The Cheese Ministry is a pro-

gram started by RockinghamCo-
operativeintheShenandoahValley
in 2018. It has since spread south

down Interstate 81 into Botetourt
and Franklin counties as well as
intoWestVirginia andKentucky.
“In 2018 farmers were ex-

periencing some of the lowest
prices for their milk on record
with increasing expenses,” ex-
plained Rockingham Coopera-
tive Marketing Manager Adam
Ford. “Here at the cooperative,
we were trying to think of how
we could support our farmers
and contribute a value-added
resource to the community.”
A lot of what Rockingham

Cooperativedoes,has todowith
purchasing product to resell for
their customers and dealing
with the logistics involved with
that process. “So, what we did
was work to be able to purchase
enough cheese which would
equate to about one tanker of
milk,” Ford said. “In doing so
the cheese company and the
milk company we worked with
were able to give it to us at a lit-
tle bit of a discount because it

Cheese Ministry helps families and farmers

Lake health looks good
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Volunteers with the Cheese Ministry unload a pallet of mozzarella cheese to
be donated to local nonprofits to be distributed to the community.

Varieties of cheese were recently donated to nonprofits Heavenly

Manna, His Cupboard, the Agape Center and Rescue Mission Ministries
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New director of water

quality program took

over after former

director stepped down
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Franklin County wants

to bring public water to

Union Hall, but it could

be a long process
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Sgt. Paul Crandall with the Franklin County Sheriff’s Office greets a young visitor to National Night Out.


