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Friday
Abby Road LIVE!

Classic rock. White Album 50th

Anniversary.

Where: Harvester Performance

Center, 450 Franklin St., Rocky Mount

When: 8 p.m.

Cost: $19 general admission, $37

gold section

Contact: www.harvester-music.com,

484-8277

Saturday
Sickness, Drought, Debt,
Depression and Disunion:
Jefferson’s Trials in 1819

Saturday Parlor Talk, part of Winter

Weekends. Always philosophical,

Thomas Jefferson’s optimism was

put to the test in 1819, a year with

widespread illness, drought, family

strife and crumbling finances in his

midst, and unmistakably ominous

clouds of national disunion on the

horizon. How is it that Jefferson did

not become paralyzed by despair?

Presented by Wayne Gannaway,

director of programs, marketing and

grants for Poplar Forest.

Where: Thomas Jefferson’s Poplar

Forest, 1542 Bateman Bridge Road,

Forest

When: 1 p.m.

Cost: $16, $14 seniors (ages 65 and

older) and military (must show ID),

$8 college students (must show ID)

and teens ages 12-18, $4 for youth

ages 6-11, free for children under age

6 and Poplar Forest members

Contact: www.poplarforest.org,

434-534-8120

Janis Joplin Birthday
Celebration

With Groova Scape. Classic rock.

Where: Harvester Performance

Center, 450 Franklin St., Rocky Mount

When: 8 p.m.

Cost: $17 advance general admission

(plus fees), $22 day of show (plus

fees)

Contact: www.harvester-music.com,

484-8277

CALENDAR

Wednesday
Dinosaur Club

Learn about dinosaurs in detail from

a dinosaur expert. Each child will

receive detailed species fact sheets.

For ages 5 to 8.

Where: Bedford Central Library,

321 N. Bridge St., Bedford

When: 4 to 5:30 p.m.

Cost: Free

Contact: 586-8911 for required

registration

Wonderful Wednesdays

Sessions start with dinner

followed by music and small group

discussions for all ages. Nursery

care is also provided. The discussion

groups include the Alpha Course, an

internationally popular introduction

to the basics of the Christian faith

asking questions such as “Who is

this Jesus?” “How can I make the

most of my life?” and other queries

designed to engage and inspire

conversations about faith. Sessions

end April 3.

Where: Bethlehem United Methodist

Church, 13586 Old Moneta Road,

Moneta

When: 6 p.m.

Cost: Free

Contact: Register at https://

bethlehemunitedmethodist.org

Pickleball

All equipment provided. Drop in and

see what this game is all about.

Where: Essig Recreation Center,

295 Technology Drive, Rocky Mount

When: 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. age

50 and older; 6 to 8 p.m. age 18 and

older

Cost: Free

Contact: www.playfranklincounty.

com, 483-9293
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Room to Breathe

• Walking paths • Lush landscaping • Streetlights • Stunning views • Conveniently located

By Jason Dunovant

jason.dunovant@
smithmountainlaker.com

721-4675

The ongo ing d i spute
between Appalachian Power
and lakefront homeowners
Bill and Lora Nissen could be
coming to a close. The couple

applied for a permit earlier this
month that may be the first
step into bringing their dock
into compliance and ending a
yearslong feud.

The Nissens applied for a
permit Jan. 4, just days before
they were scheduled to appear
in Franklin County Circuit
Court. Appalachian Power had

requested that the court require
the Nissens to remove personal
property from their dock so it
could be removed. Boats, equip-
ment and other personal prop-
erty are stored at the dock.

Just before the two parties
met in court Jan. 8, both sides
filed a joint motion for a con-
tinuance in the case to allow the
permit application to beworked
out. Representing Appalachian
Power, attorney C. Carter Lee
said the delay would help them

work to find a resolution.
“This will give us some time

to consider the permit, allow
the parties to work together
and hopefully come up with a
solution that will work best for
everybody,” Lee said.

The court battle began in
2014 when the Nissens began
constructing a dock on their
property in the Windmere
communitywithout obtaining a

Permit application could bring
dock dispute to a conclusion
The court battle began in 2014 when the Nissens began
constructing a dock on their property in Windmere.
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First responders at Scruggs Volun-
teer Fire andRescueDepartment have
two new tools at their disposal when
answering fire and other emergency
calls around the lake area. A new lad-
der truck and attack truck recently
joined the department’s fleet.

Ladder 10, the department’s new
ladder truck arrived inDecember. The
vehicle has several improvements over
the department’s longtime fire engine
that has been in service since 1991.

The new truck has a 107-foot lad-
der that can bemaneuvered electroni-
cally, a vast improvement over the
40-foot ladder on the fire engine that
needed six men to manually extend it.
Dempsey Moore, Scruggs’ fire chief,

said the new ladder truck allows fire-
fighters time to do other tasks instead
of setting up a ladder.

“It makes everything two times
faster,” Moore said.

The$967,000price tag for the ladder
truckwas paid for by Franklin County.
The countypurchases newvehicles for
volunteer fire departments on a rotat-
ing basis.Moore said he requested that
Scruggs skip their turn in the rotation
a few years ago to assure they could
get a new state-of-the-art ladder truck.

2 vehicles join Scruggs
Volunteer Fire Dept.

A new ladder truck and a new attack truck recently were put into
service to serve the growing communities of Scruggs and Westlake.
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Scruggs Volunteer Fire Department members Rich Faga (from left), Chief Dempsey Moore, George Tawes, Assistant Chief William Hoyt and Paul
Svorec recently showed off the department’s new Ladder 10 and Attack 10 vehicles.
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Vicki Gardner, execu-
tive director of the Smith
Mountain Lake Regional
Chamber of Commerce,
is recovering at home fol-
lowing surgery Jan. 9 to
ease some of the pain she

has suffered since a 2015
shooting at Bridgewater
Plaza.

The surgery fused sev-
eral vertebrae in Gard-
ner’s lowerback thatwere
damaged in the shooting.
Gardner’s husband, Tim
Gardner, said the verte-
brae were fused using a
portion of bone from her
hip.

Gardner was the lone
survivor in a Aug. 26,
2015 shooting that killed
WDBJ-TV journalists

Alison Parker and Adam
Ward. They were shot by
former coworker Vester
Lee Flanagan II during a
live television interview
at Bridgewater Plaza.

While Gardner sur-
vived the shooting, she
suffered serious injuries.
In addition to injuringher
spine, doctors removed
a kidney and parts of her
intestines and colon.

TimGardnersaidsome
of thedamage tohiswife’s
spine originallymay have

gone unnoticed by doc-
tors who worked to keep
her alive. He said several
of the muscles connected
to her spine were cut in
the shooting,which led to
her pain.

Since then, Gardner’s
backpain intensified,Tim
Gardner said, becoming a
struggle for her to get out
of bed most mornings.
“She had massive back
pain,” he said. “She just
never let anyone know.”

At f irst , Gardner

tried physical therapy to
strengthen the muscles
around her spine. When
that didn’t help, she
agreed to thesurgery. “We
finally decided this was
the best course of action,”
TimGardner said.

For thenext twoweeks,
Gardner will recover at
home. She is expected to
returntothechambernext
month on a limited basis.
Gardner said it could be
at least six months before
she fully recovers.

Chamber director recovering after surgery
Vicki Gardner
underwent surgery
Jan. 9 to fuse several
damaged vertebrae.
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