
Wednesday-

Sunday
Smith Mountain Lake Pirate

Days

Several local businesses and

marinas will participate in the

annual weekend event with

pirate costumes and activities.

There will be pirate ship battles

and other events held at

multiple marinas throughout the

weekend.

Where: Multiple SML businesses

and marinas

When: Times vary

Contact: www.

visitsmithmountainlake.com,

721-1203

Friday
Summer’s Bounty Farm to

Table Food and Wine Tasting

Enjoy food preparation

demonstrations and a farm-to-

table meal featuring the summer

produce grown in Franklin and

Bedford counties, and paired

with Ramulose Ridge wines.

Proceeds benefit the Free Clinic

of Franklin County (Bernard

Healthcare Center) to provide

quality primary medical care for

uninsured low-income adults.

Where: Ramulose Ridge

Vineyards, 3061 Hendricks Store

Road, Moneta

When: 6 p.m.

Cost: $75

Contact: www.

bernardhealthcare.com, 489-

7500

Saturday
Eco-Camp Saturday: Come

Build A Creek with Us! Also,

How Do Animals Use their

Senses?

We bring the toys and you help

us build a model creek. Explore

all the things that make up a

healthy creek and the many

critters that live there.

Where: Booker T. Washington

National Monument,

12130 Booker T. Washington

Highway, Hardy

When: 9:15 to 11:30 a.m.

Cost: Free, preregistration is

required

Contact: 721-2094

CALENDAR
Wednesday
Junior Ranger Wednesday:

Walk a Mile in Booker’s

Shoes

Have you ever wondered how

Booker T. Washington got from

Franklin County to Malden, West

Virginia? Venture out on the

1.5-mile Jack-O-Lantern Branch

Trail to learn about Washington’s

journey to freedom.

Where: Booker T. Washington

National Monument,

12130 Booker T. Washington

Highway, Hardy

When: 10 to 11:30 a.m.

Cost: Free, preregistration is

required

Contact: 721-2094

New Beginnings

Where: Liberty Station

Restaurant, 515 Bedford Ave.,

Bedford

When: Noon

Cost: Free

Contact: 721-4330

Teen Board Gaming

Enjoy snacks while playing board

games. Invite your friends and

make new friends. Learn a new

game or BYOG. For ages 12 and

older. Part of the 2019 Summer

Reading Program.

Where: Moneta/SML Library,

13641 Moneta Road, Moneta

When: 1 to 4 p.m.

Cost: Free

Contact: 425-7004
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540-721-4214
GolfTheWestlake.com

Facebook.com/TheWestlakeGolfCourse

Golf Like a Pirate!
Paaar! Book a tee time at The Westlake during

Pirate Days and raid our treasure chest for booty!
Tag our Facebook page in a picture of

yerself or yer mateys wearing an eye patch
or bandanna and be entered to win passes

for four to play our course again!

ByMichaelMartz

Richmond Times-Dispatch

On the eveof Independence
Day three years ago, a 17-year-
old North Carolina girl died
in a boating accident at Smith
Mountain Lake, a tragedy that
nowhasraiseddoubtsabout the
Virginia Department of Game
and Inland Fisheries inves-
tigation and a criminal trial
that resolved nothing but left
a Martinsville family publicly
scarred.

The four-day trial of Drew

Hall, who drove the boat that
collidedwith a personalwater-
craft on the lake on July 3, 2016,
ended with his conviction on a
reduced misdemeanor charge
thataPittsylvaniaCounty judge
threw out this year when it
became clear that VDGIF had
withheld evidence that was
critical to his defense.

The evidence — suggesting
that the personal watercraft
operator, not Hall, might have
been at fault in the fatal colli-
sion — also was an unhappy
surprise for Pittsylvania Com-
monwealth’s Attorney Bryan
Haskins, who questioned
whether itwouldhavechanged
the outcome of the trial but
acknowledged that it should
have been provided to defense
attorneys.

“It chafesmy rear end [that]
this informationwaswithheld,”

Investigation questioned
after conviction overturned

Drew Hall was convicted

in a fatal collision on

Smith Mountain Lake,

but conservation officers

did not provide key

evidence.

Richmond Times-Dispatch

Richard Hall (left) found the evidence that led a judge to overturn
the conviction of his son, Drew Hall.

By JasonDunovant

jason.dunovant@smithmountainlaker.com
721-4675

The amount of debris entering
Smith Mountain and Leesville lakes
has increased dramatically this year.
Multiple crews with Appalachian
Powerhavebeenworkingnearly year-
roundtoremove logsandotherobjects
that can be hazardous to boaters.

To date this year, Appalachian
Powerhasremoved3,140tonsofdebris.
Of that, 1,410was fromSmithMountain
Lakeand1,730was fromLeesvilleLake.
That number is nearly equal to the
3,633 tons of debris removed in 2018.

John Shepelwich, Appalachian’s
spokesman, said several factors have
contributed to increase in debris.
On Leesville Lake, that includes the
removal of damsupstreamon thePigg
River, which flows into the lake. In
addition, multiple high water events
since lastSeptemberhaspusheddebris
down river into both lakes.

Shepelwich said crews have been

picking up more logs that are coming
from land clearing or logging opera-
tions. “The trees have saw marks on
them,” he said.

Appalachian Power has two debris
removal barges (oneoneach lake) that
work throughout theyear.Acontractor
also works at each lake when needed
aswell.

Debris clearing is done along the
heavily traveled areas of the lakes first
before crews move into other areas.
“Our responsibility is, first and fore-
most, the main channel,” Shepelwich
said.

After clearing themainchannel, the
barges sometimesmove to other areas
to clear debris. Because coves may be
too shallow for thebarges, it canoften-
times be difficult for crews to reach
that debris, Shepelwich said.

Crews also will not remove debris
around docks or shorelines of homes.
“If we are working in the area, and a
property owner can remove it or haul
it out to us, wewill do our best to pick
itup,”Shepelwichsaid. “Otherwise, the
property owner might need to hire a
private contractor to assist in remov-
ing.”

Residents can report debris at
smithmountainproject.comorbycon-
tacting theTri-CountyLakesAdminis-
trative Commission at 721-4400.

Debris removal is a
growing issue at SML
and Leesville Lake
The amount of debris collected

in both lakes so far this year

is nearly equal to what was

collected last year.

Photo courtesy of Appalachian Power

Barges on Smith Mountain and Leesville lake removes tons of debris each month.
The amounts of debris is both lakes has significantly increased this year.

By Jason Dunovant

jason.dunovant@
smithmountainlaker.com

721-4675

This week’s annual
Pirate Days celebration is
becoming a major tourist
attraction for SmithMoun-
tain Lake.

When it was first orga-
nized in 2013 by the Smith
Mountain Lake Regional
Chamber of Commerce,
few people knew or par-
ticipated in the event.

Chris Bechtler, manager
of Crazy Horse Marina,
said he first noticed some
decorations while visiting
a local bank.

The following year,
Bechtler said the marina
held water battles in the
cove. “It was so much fun
we started attacking other
marinas,” he said.

Those water battles
be tween boa t s have
become a part of the
event’s growing popular-
ity with the cove in front
of Jake’s Place having one

Pirate Days quickly
becoming a major
attraction at SML
The annual event

continues to expand

this year with several

new events planned.

PIRATE DAYS
July 18

Pirate Trivia at Jake’s

Place. Pirates ask trivia
questions and talk with
guests. Begins at 7 p.m.

July 19

Camp like a Pirate.

Pirates from The Loose
Cannon Company will
arrive at Crazy Horse
Marina and camp under
the stars. Guests are
welcome to visit with
the pirates or camp out
along with them. Cost
is $40 to camp. Contact
Crazy Horse Marina at
719-0620 to reserve a
spot.

Pirate Ball at Mango’s

Bar and Grill. Guests
are invited to wear their
best pirate outfit for a
chance to win prizes.
Ball begins at 6 p.m. Live
music by Out of Spite
begins at 7 p.m.

July 20

Mystic Pirate Boat

Parade. Registration
begins at 9 a.m. at
Waller’s. Boats will
depart at 10:30 a.m.
Cost is $25 to
participate. Awards
given for best decorated
boats. Pre-register at
visitsmithmountainlake.
com/sml-pirate-days/.

Pirate Fest at Crazy

Horse Marina. Pirates
from the Loose Cannon
Company will be
available to speak with
guests. Live music
along with craft and
food vendors. Begins at
11 a.m. and will be held
all day until 9 p.m.

Mystic Pirate Boat

SeeACCIDENT, 3

See PIRATE DAYS, 2

See EVENTS, 2

Those water

battles between

boats have

become a

part of the

event’s growing

popularity.


