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Friday
Strawberry Festival

Fresh strawberries on ice

cream, snow cones, balloons

and children’s activities

including a rock climbing wall

and face painting. Live musical

entertainment will be provided

by local bands and several gospel

groups. Bring your lawn chair and

come early.

Where: Farmers’ Market,

435 Franklin St., Rocky Mount

When: 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.

Cost: Free

Contact: 483-9507

Saturday
World Hunger Auction

Golf Tournament

Eighteen hole captain’s-choice golf

tournament. There will be prizes

for top three, team scores, longest

drive, closest to the pin and more.

Includes lunch, driving range

access and soft drinks during play,

with all proceeds going to support

world hunger.

Where: The Westlake Golf &

Country Club, 360 Chestnut Creek

Drive, Hardy

When: Noon lunch, 1 p.m.

tournament play begins

Cost: $65 per person, $250 per

team

Contact: 721-4214, bmcbride@

thewillardcompanies.com

FRIENDS Summer Concert

Kick-off Event

Everyone is Welcome for FRIENDS,

Food and Fun. Free music concert

with two bands providing music.

Help us kick-off the Summer

Season on the Blue Ridge Parkway.

Where: Beale’s Brewery & Bbq,

510 Grove St, Bedford

When: 1 to 5 p.m.

Cost: Free

Contact: April Corbett, april_

corbett@friendsbrp.org, 772-2992

Wednesday
Franklin County Connects

Meeting

Connect and network in a

structured business setting.

Where: The Franklin Center for

Advanced Learning, 50 Claiborne

Ave., Rocky Mount

When: 9 to 10 a.m.

Cost: Free

Contact: 721-1203, lmoritz@

visitsmithmountainlake.com

Informational Series on

Physical Therapy

CORA Physical Therapy in Westlake

will hold a discussion on treating

shoulder pain with physical

therapy. Drop in.

Where: Westlake Branch Library,

84 Westlake Road, #109, Hardy

When: 11 a.m.

Cost: Free

Contact: 483-3098, option 2

Rock-A-Bye Reader

A lapsit program for babies ages 0

to 36 months. Join us for rhymes,

music, movement, stories, free

play and parenting resources.

Where: Bedford Central Library,

321 N. Bridge St., Bedford

When: 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.

Cost: Free

Contact: 586-8911

Pickleball

All equipment provided. Drop

in and see what this game is all

about.

Where: Essig Recreation Center,

295 Technology Drive, Rocky

Mount

When: 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. age

50 and older; 6 to 8 p.m. age 18

and older

Cost: Free

Contact: www.playfranklincounty.

com, 483-9293

WEEKEND’S

TOP PICKS

Smith Mountain Lake, VirginiaWEDNESDAY May 8, 2019

CALENDAR

www.westlakecinema.com

(540) 721-6326

Located in

Westlake Towne Center

See It At The Lake

Nearly 100 businesses and organizations partici-

pated in the 16th annual SmithMountain Lake Busi-

ness Expo onMay 3 at the Franklin County Family

YMCA’s SmithMountain Lake location. Booths were

set up in the YMCA’s indoor gym and tennis courts

for the free event that allowed the community to

connect with local businesses.

—LakerWeekly

Business expo
puts on a show

Businesses and organizations filled the indoor gym at the Franklin
County Family YMCA’s Smith Mountain Lake location.

Randy Wade (right) provides samples from Earth Fare in Roanoke
at the SML Business Expo.
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At the Smith Mountain Arts Council booth, members of the Junior Appalachian Musicians performed for expo attendees. Students Alice
Black (left) and Danielle Wilcox play a few bluegrass songs with instructor Guy Ferguson.

By Jason Dunovant

jason.dunovant@smithmountainlaker.com

721-4675

Two local marina operators are work-
ing to unify boat rental businesses at Smith
Mountain Lake with the goals of improving
the industry and protecting customers.

This past month, Jeff Prowse, owner of

Mitchell’s PointMarina andSMLBoatRent-
als, joinedwithBridgewaterMarina partner
Ryan Waters to create the Smith Mountain
Lake Boat andWatersports Rental Associa-
tion. They welcome other the lake’s boat
rental businesses to join the group as well.

With boat rentals growing in popularity,
Prowse said he and Waters decided it was
time to create the association. “It’s such a

large industry,” Prowse said. “We thought
we needed something more formal.”

The goal of the association is to provide
businesses engaged in boat rental opera-
tions on the lake with a unified voice in the
protection, enhancement and growth of the
industry. Prowse said, through the com-
bined efforts of the rental businesses, they
can work together and take an active role
in shaping policy and regulations that could
impact rental operations.

Marina owners join together to
form rental business association
The SML Boat and Watersports Rental Association will bring rental
businesses together and work to protect customers.

See BOATS, 2
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Longtime lake resident and
community leader Larry Iceman
died April 30 at age 72.

Iceman was an active member
of several lake groups following
his retirement to the lake in 2004.
He joined the Smith Mountain
LakeAssociationwhere he served

as president for twoyears, starting
in 2009, and later onSMLA’s board
of directors.

In 2013, Iceman was named
director of the SMLA’swater qual-
ity monitoring program. Through
a partnership with Ferrum Col-
lege, theprogramconductsweekly
water testing atmultiple locations
around the lake throughout the

summer.
“This community is going to

miss the presence of Larry,” said
Lorie Smith, SMLA president.

Smith said the work Iceman
did for the water quality monitor-
ing program was integral to its
success, adding that he was one

Lake leader Larry Iceman dies at 72
The Wirtz resident
served as SMLA’s
water quality
monitoring program
director before
retiring last year.
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