
Saturday
Franklin County Open Horse

Show

Presented by the Franklin County

Equestrian Club. Kick off for the

Franklin County Agricultural Fair

which will be Sept. 18 through 21.

Concessions available. Spectators

may bring a lawn chair.

Where: Shadow Ridge Stables,

10120 Booker T. Washington

Highway, Wirtz

When: 9 a.m. competitor

registration, 10 a.m. shows begin

Cost: $10 entry fee per class, free

for spectators

Contact: Preregistration available at

fcagfair.com

Walk to End Poverty

Participants can join a team or walk

on their own to raise money for Lake

Christian Ministries, which serves

Bedford, Franklin and Pittsylvania

counties.

Where: Smith Mountain Lake

State Park 1235 State Park Road,

Huddleston

When: 9:15 a.m. check-in, 10 a.m.

walk begins

Cost: $10 ages 18 and older, $5

children under 18

Contact: Visit www.

lakechristianministries.org for more

information

Saturday-Sunday
Boones Mill Model Train Show

Buy, sell, trade railroadmemorabilia.
Silent auction.

Where: Town of BoonesMill

Municipal Building Annex,

359 BoonesMill Road

When: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday,

11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sunday

Cost: $1 for adults, free 16 years and

younger, $10 per table vendor fee

(proceeds go to continuing depot

renovations)

Contact:www.townofboonesmill.

org

CALENDAR
Wednesday
Rock-A-Bye Reader

A lapsit program for babies ages 0

to 36months. Join us for rhymes,

music, movement, stories, free play

and parenting resources.

Where: Bedford Central Library,

321 N. Bridge St., Bedford

When: 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.

Cost: Free

Contact: 586-8911

Pickleball

All equipment provided. Drop in and

see what this game is all about.

Where: Essig Recreation Center,

295 Technology Drive, RockyMount

When: 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. age

50 and older; 6 to 8 p.m. age 18 and

older

Cost: Free

Contact:www.playfranklincounty.

com, 483-9293

Wednesday-

Thursday
Little Learning Lab

Programs for prereaders and

preschoolers featuring art, music,

science, technology and storytelling.

Where:Westlake Branch Library,

84Westlake Road, #109, Hardy

When: 10:30 a.m.

Cost: Free

Contact: 483-3098, option 2

Wednesday-Oct.31
SML Photo Club 2019

Exhibition at MOarts Gallery

Photographs by clubmembers will

be displayed through October.

Where:Moneta/SML Library,

13641 Moneta Road, Moneta

When: The exhibit is open during

the library’s regular operating hours.

Cost: Free

Contact: 425-7004 for hours and

directions
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Contractors hired by Virginia
Department of Transportation began
dismantling the old Hardy Ford
Bridge last week.

Crews took apart the metal truss
bridge in pieces and placed it onto
a barge. The bridge, which is more
than 50 years old, thenwill be cut into
smaller pieces and hauled away to be
recycled, according to JohnnyAltizer,
project manager.

Work is expected to continue this
week to take apart the rest of the
bridge, Altizer said.

A new bridge, built alongside the
old one, opened to traffic in mid-
August. Construction on the new
bridgebegan in 2017 andcost approxi-
mately $12 million.

Altizer said residentshave stopped
during construction to take photos
and share their memories of the old
bridge.

Workers remove old
bridge piece by piece

In addition to hard hats and steel-toed boots, crews must wear life jackets while dismantling
the old Hardy Ford bridge that once crossed Hardy Road.

Photos by KAREN DILLON | Laker Weekly

Crews worked last week to take apart the old metal truss bridge that once crossed the lake along Hardy Road.

By Jason Dunovant

jason.dunovant@
smithmountainlaker.com

721-4675

Vitalize Church will soon have a
building to call its own for its Sunday
worship services. After years of shar-
ing space with Westlake Cinema, the
church ismoving into the formerWest-
lake Lighting building beside Carilion
WellnessWestlake.

Pastor Tony Gray made the
announcement tomembers during the
church’s Aug. 18 service. He said plans
had been in place since April to move
into the building, but decided to wait
until everything was finalized.

Over the past few years, church
members had gotten their hopes up
that they would be moving to a new
location. Gray said originally the

church intended to move into a space
in the formerFoodLionShoppingCen-
ter at Westlake Corner before plans

Vitalize Church to move
to new Westlake location
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Pastor Tony Gray stands in front of the
former Westlake Lighting building that
will soon be the new home of Vitalize
Church.

By Jason Dunovant

jason.dunovant@
smithmountainlaker.com

721-4675

Two lake residents are
currently putting the fin-
ishing toucheson the resto-
ration of a 70-year-old boat
once used for sport fishing
in Canada. The vessel will
be one of the new entries
at the Antique and Classic
Boat ShowandFestival this
weekendatMarinersLand-
ing in Huddleston.

Art Cournoyer andKarl
Hellinger, members of

the Smith Mountain Lake
Antique and Classic Boat
Society, have spent seven
years working on the 1949
PeterboroughAdmiralboat
purchased for $500. It had
sat unused for years in a
barn near Lake Pythonga,
located deep in the La Ver-
endryeWildlife Reserve in
Canada, before it was dis-
covered by Hellinger.

Hellinger is a long-
time member of a hunting
and fishing club located
on Lake Pythonga. He

Residents restore
antique boat for
upcoming show
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Room to Breathe

• Walking paths • Lush landscaping • Streetlights • Stunning views • Conveniently located


