
For more events,

please see page 6

Friday-Sunday
29th Annual SMAC Art Show

Where: Bethlehem United

Methodist Church, 13586 Old

Moneta Road, Moneta

When: Reception/awards

ceremony, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.

Friday; display open 10 a.m. to

4 p.m. Saturday and noon to 3 p.m.

Sunday

Cost: Free, optional donation to

People’s Choice Award

Contact: www.smac-arts.com

Saturday

SML Antique and Classic Boat
Show and Festival

Now in its 28th year, antique and

classic boat enthusiasts share their

vessels with the public. Craft and

food vendors, activities for children

and more.

Where: Mariners Landing Resort

Community and Conference Center,

Huddleston

When: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Cost: Free admission (donations

accepted for area charities)

Contact: 352-8653, woodenboats.

net

6th Annual Oktoberfest and
5K Trail Race/Walk

Oktoberfest will include live

entertainment by the Sauerkraut

Band and local Saengerbund Band.

Craft and merchandise vendors,

children’s play area with petting

zoo, goat yoga, strongman contest,

German food and Oktoberfest beer

brewed by Sunken City Brewery.

Food and drink vendors. Proceeds

benefit the SML YMCA.

Where: Westlake Towne Center,

Moneta

When: 10:30 a.m. race/walk starts,

11 a.m. to 4 p.m. festival

Cost: Race registration $25,

$15 children younger than 13;

Oktoberfest $5 in advance, $10 on

event day, free for children younger

than 13

Contact:www.smloktoberfest.com

CALENDAR

Wednesday
Franklin County Connects
Meeting

Connect and network in a

structured business setting.

Where: The Franklin Center for

Advanced Learning, 50 Claiborne

Ave., Rocky Mount

When: 9 to 10 a.m.

Cost: Free

Contact: 721-1203, lmoritz@

visitsmithmountainlake.com

STEAM Wednesday: Pine Cone
Experiment Edition

Why do pine cones open?

Temperature? Wind? Water? Join

us to find out. For children ages 10

and older.

Where: Bedford Central Library,

321 N. Bridge St., Bedford

When: 4 to 5 p.m.

Cost: Free

Contact: 586-8911, ext. 2107 for

registration

Gaelic Storm

Where: Harvester Performance

Center, 450 Franklin St., Rocky

Mount

When: 8 p.m.

Cost: $34.50 general admission,

$48.50 gold section

Contact: 484-8277, www.

harvester-music.com

Tim Reynolds & TR3

Jam band. Landing Pad stage.

Where: Harvester Performance

Center, 450 Franklin St., Rocky

Mount

When: 8 p.m.

Cost: $20 general admission, $37

gold section (ticket prices increase

by $5 on day of show, if available)

Contact: 484-8277, www.

harvester-music.com
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Last week as Appalachian Power’s
debris removal bargewas seen heading
toward the upper Blackwater River arm
of SmithMountain Lake, someone took
a photo of it and posted it to Facebook.
“Very good to see! Thank you, AEP!”
was one of several positive replies.

After recent heavy rains from Hur-
ricane Florence and another storm sev-
eral days later, both Smith Mountain
and Leesville lakes reportedly have had
large amounts of debris wash in from

their tributar-
ies.

“We have become just about inun-
dated,” Mark McGlothin of Appala-
chian Power said at a SMLWater Safety
Council meeting last week. “It’s going
to be a long, slow process.”

A four- to six-person Appalachian
crew and an independent contractor
have been working steadily to remove
debris from the upper reaches of the
Blackwater River and Roanoke River
arms of the lake and at Leesville Lake,
said John Shepelwich, Appalachian
spokesman.

There are two debris removal barges
(one at each lake) that operate more
efficiently and effectively than Appa-
lachian’s skimmer,which oncehadbeen
shared by the two lakes.

Crews still taking out the trash
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David Bailey of Appalachian Power inspected some of the
large debris awaiting disposal in a storage
area near Leesville Lake in August.
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While love can weath-
er all kinds of storms, the
lake’s LOVE letters appar-
ently cannot.

The letters, part ofVir-
ginia Tourism Corpora-
tion’s LOVEwork promo-
tion featuring oversized
lettersthatspellLOVE—a
reference to the “Virginia
is for Lovers” tourism slo-
gan—have been showing
their age lately.

SinceOctober2016, the
lettershadbeenondisplay
at Westlake Towne Cen-
ter in front of Haywood’s

Jewelers along Virginia
122. Last week they were
moved to another part of
theshoppingcenter,under
acoveredspotatWestlake
Cinema.

“Theyhavebeenshow-
ing signs of wear and tear
from being out in the ele-
ments,” said Gretchen
Hager Tipps, marketing
director for The Willard
Companies, which owns
theshoppingcenter. “This
moveputs themunder the
cinema’s awning, protect-
ing them frombadweath-
er.”

InMarch2016, theorig-

inal letters went missing
from the home of a Roa-
noke artist who had been
commissioned to create
them as part of the lake’s
50th anniversary. After
the letterswere recovered
several months later, two
lake natives, Ronnie Hess
and Harold Hill, stepped
in and put the finishing
touches on them.

The move to a cov-
ered location can ensure
the letters will be around
for “SML residents and
visitors to enjoy for
years to come,” Tipps
said.

LOVE goes under cover
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The lake’s LOVE letters have moved to a covered location at
Westlake Cinema at Westlake Towne Center to protect them
from the elements.
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While the final numbers
are still being tallied, orga-
nizers of this year’s SML
Charity Home Tour said
they were pleased with the
turnout.

“I thinkthingswentwell,”
said Sandra Morse, execu-
tive director of the home
tour. “When Iwas talking to
people, theyweresopleased

that therewas suchavariety
of homes this year.”

In the first hour of this
year’s tour, 154 people
toured the Cruise home in
Hardy, which is considered
above-average, Morse said.
“Wewere just thrown.”

Approximately 1,400
tickets were sold for this
year’s three-day tour, which

Visitors get glimpse
of homes on tour

JASON DUNOVANT | Laker Weekly

The recently remodeled Hoots home on Becky’s Creek in Scruggs was one of eight homes featured on this year’s SML Charity Home
Tour. The home also was where Richard Dreyfuss stayed in the early 1990s while filming the movie “What About Bob?”

KAREN DILLON | Laker Weekly

Visitors on the SML Charity Home Tour exit from the lower
level of the Kelso home in Park Place. SeeHOMES, 2

See TRASH, 3


