
Wednesday
Rock-A-Bye Reader

A lap-sit program for babies

ages 0 to 36 months. Join us for

rhymes, music, movement, stories,

free play and parenting resources.

When: 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.

Where: Bedford Central Library,

321 N. Bridge St., Bedford;

Moneta/SML Library, 13641

Moneta Road, Moneta

Cost: Free

Contact: www.bplsonline.org for

required registration

Friday-Saturday
Fishing for Hospice Fishing

Tournament

This is a “Catch. Photo. Release.”

style tournament, with the winners

being determined by length. Prizes

for largemouth bass, striped bass,

catfish, pan fish and the longest

and shortest fish regardless of

species. Thousands of dollars’

worth of prizes. All proceeds

benefit the Bedford Hospice

House.

When: 9 a.m.

Where: SML State Park, 1235 Park

Road, Huddleston

Cost: $25, $20 veterans and

seniors age 60 and older, $10 kids

age 15 and younger

Contact: https://centrahospice.

regfox.com/fishing-for-hospice

Saturday
Herbs of the Bible

Gayann Sperrazza, a member

of the Bedford Area Master

Gardeners Association, will join

us for a discussion about herbs

specifically referenced in the Bible.

Attendees will learn about the

early history/uses of these herbs,

where the herbs originated from,

symbolism of the plants and more.

When: 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.

Where: Bedford Central Library,

321 N. Bridge St., Bedford

Cost: Free

Contact: www.bplsonline.org for

required registration

Art at The Coves: Weekend Art &

Music Series on the Lake (Week 2)

Music by Brian Mesko.

When: Noon, 1:30 p.m., 3 p.m. and

4:30 p.m.

Where: Gallery set up in one of

the homes at The Coves

Cost: $30 plus fees, $25 add-on

boat ticket

Contact: www.harvester-music.

com for tickets

Casino Cruise on the Virginia

Dare

A fundraiser for the Agape Center

SML.

When: 7 to 9 p.m.

Where: Virginia Dare Cruises and

Marina, 3619 Airport Road, Moneta

Cost: $60

Contact: www.vadarecruises.com,

297-7100, for required registration

Chalk Fest Family Day

Enjoy a day of family fun while

decorating the sidewalks in the Art

Garden with colorful chalk art. This

socially-distanced Family Day is

designed to keep guests safe.

When: 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Where: Gravely-Lester Art Garden,

207 Starling Ave., Martinsville

Cost: Free

Contact: www.piedmontarts.org

Tuesday
Books 4 Fun

Pre-school story time for children

ages 3 to 5. Stories, songs, crafts

and activities geared to engage

and entertain your child. This fall

the theme is Fun with Food.

When: 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.

Where: Bedford Central Library,

321 N. Bridge St., Bedford;

Moneta/SML Library, 13641

Moneta Road, Moneta

Cost: Free

Contact: www.bplsonline.org for

required registration
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Sue Gallagher and Jane Marvin are
nearing the end of their 500-mile kayak-
ing journey around SmithMountain Lake’s
shoreline.Theduowill bearrivingatSmith
Mountain Lake Community Park on Sept.
12, right were they started a little over two
months ago.

The twohavemadethe long trekaround
thelaketoraisemoneyfortheSouthernVir-
ginia Child Advocacy Center. So far they
have raised $53,000 for the trip, known as
Kayaking Smith Mountain Lake for Kids’
Sake, but are hoping for some last minute
donations to get them over their $100,000
goal.

This will be Gallagher’s second time
making the trip. Two years ago she raised
nearly $30,000 in a solo journey around the

lake.
It was during that trip when Gallagher

found a kayaking companion in Mar-
vin. They met at Marvin’s dock when she
passed by.Marvin said she asked about the
fundraiser and the SouthernVirginiaChild
Advocacy Center and soon became a vol-
unteer.

When Gallagher decided to make the
journey a second time, Marvin agreed to
comealong.Shesaidshehasenjoyedgetting
to see the lake and getting tomeet people.

“Ithasbeenafabulousexperience,”Mar-

Kayaking duo’s 500-mile
fundraiser nears the end

The two kayakers will celebrate the end of their journey on Sept. 12 at
Smith Mountain Lake Community Park.
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Sue Gallagher (left) and Jane Marvin will be completing their 500-mile journey around Smith Mountain Lake this Saturday.
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This year ’s Smith
Mountain Lake Asso-
ciation town hall will be
going online. The annual
meeting will be broadcast

Sept. 29 as a Zoom Webi-
nar that can be watched
from home.

SMLA President John
Rupnik said the change
in format was due to
the ongoing pandemic.
Going online will prevent
crowds from gathering in
one place and allow more

people access to themeet-
ingwhomayotherwise be
unable to attend.

While the meeting is
going online, Rupnik said
it will still be similar to
the SMLA’s other town
hall meetings in previ-
ous years. Several speak-
ers are scheduled to give

updates on the SMLA and
its accomplishments over
the past year.

Panelists for the event
will includeMikeMcCord,
director of the SMLA’s
water quality monitoring
program, who will give
an update on the lake’s
health. JeffOrthwith Save
Our Streams will also
discuss the health of the
lake’s tributaries.

Bob Hastings, SMLA

vice president and head
of the organization’s buf-
fer landscape program,
will give a presentation
on the importance of buf-
fer landscaping and some
newprograms.TheSMLA
was recently provided
with a grant from Appa-
lachian Power that will
help in providing funding
for buffer landscaping for

Town hall online Sept. 29
Those interested in the SMLA town hall are encouraged to sign up
for the Zoom webinar before Sept. 29.
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The Smith Mountain Lake
community is coming together
to help a longtime Department
of Wildlife Resources officer
Dallas Neel and his family as his
daughter battles non-Hodgkin
lymphoma.

Multiple fundraisers are
underway to assist the family and
their 16-year-old daughter, Katie,

as she undergoes chemotherapy
at DukeUniversityMedical Cen-
ter. TheBedfordCounty Sheriff’s

Office is selling T-shirts to raise
money and a family friend has
also set up a GoFundMe page.

Neel said his daughter, a stu-
dent at Liberty High School in
Bedford, was diagnosed with
non-Hodgkin lymphoma in May.
Doctors discovered the cancer
while Katie was being treated for
scleroderma, which was diag-
nosed more than a year ago, he
said.

Katie has been undergoing
chemotherapy treatments for the
past fewmonths to treat the non-
Hodgkin lymphoma, Neel said.
Each treatment requires Katie to
travel toDuke and stay for several
days.

“We just finished her third
cycle of chemo,” Neel said. He
saiddoctors areestimatinganoth-
er three or four cycles are left
which could last until December.

Fundraisers held to help daughter
of local conservation officer
Katie Neel is currently
undergoing treatment for
non-Hodgkin lymphoma at
Duke University Medical
Center.
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Katie Neel and her father Dallas, a local conservation officer, during a
recent trip to Duke University Medical Center where she is undergoing
treatment for non-Hodgkin lymphoma.
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