
FRIDAY, SEPT. 9

AN EVENINGWITH ASLEEP AT

THEWHEEL

American rootsmusic inspiredbywest-
ern swing and honky-tonk country. Gates
open at 5 p.m.
Where: The Coves Amphitheater, 301

Ivy Lane, Union Hall
When: 7 p.m.
Cost: $45-$155
Contact: https://www.covesatsml.com

(click on Amphitheater)

SATURDAY, SEPT. 10

HOMEGROWNMUSIC SERIES

This homegrown event is co-hosted
by the Town of Rocky Mount and Twin
Creeks Distillery and will take place ev-
ery second Saturday at the RockyMount
Train Depot. The evening will start with
an open jam from 5:30-6:30 p.m., al-
lowing anyone who wants to bring an
instrument a chance to sit in and play a
tune. A brief intermission will take place
from6:30-7 p.m. andwe encourage folks
to visit the local food truck parked out
front. The band will play from 7-9 p.m.
This is a community event for all ages.
No alcohol will be on-site.
Where: RockyMount Depot, 52 Frank-

lin St., Rocky Mount
When: 5:30 to 9 p.m.
Cost: Open jam is free; $5 for the band

(children 12 and under free)
Contact: 540-489-0948

AN EVENINGWITH CHARLES ESTEN

American singer/songwriter and actor
best known for his roles as Deacon Clay-
bourne on CMT’s “Nashville” and Ward
Cameron on the Netflix series “Outer
Banks.” Doors open at 5 p.m.
Where: The Coves Amphitheater, 301

Ivy Lane, Union Hall
When: 7 p.m.
Cost: $45-$110
Contact: https://www.covesatsml.com

(click on Amphitheater)

STARGAZING AT POPLAR FOREST

Starts with a brief presentation about
the practice of astronomy plus a look
at the most recent photographs from
the James Webb Space Telescope, then
moves out to Jefferson’s South Lawn to
observe the night sky.
Where: Poplar Forest, 1542 Bateman

Bridge Road, Forest
When: 7:30 to 9 p.m.
Cost: $10
Contact: Poplarforest.org

CALENDAR

WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 7

FRANKLIN COUNTY PUBLIC

LIBRARY LIVE STORYTIME

The Franklin County Public Library
has installed a permanent StoryWalk at
the Summit View Business Park in Rocky
Mount. AStoryWalk displays an illustrated
children’s story — literally a book taken
apart — along an outdoor walking route.
The trail is approximately a quarter-mile
longonaflat, crushed-stonepath that sur-
rounds the pond near the FCPL’s 24-hour
library kiosk. The inaugural book at the
Summit View StoryWalk is “Sheep Take a
Hike.” Join us for a storytime adventure!
Where: Summit View Business Park,

Pleasant Breeze Drive, off Route 220S,
Rocky Mount
When: 10:30 a.m. (weather permitting)
Cost: Free
Contact: 540-483-3098, opt. 1

TODD SNIDER

Music from theAmericana singer-song-
writer’s latest release, “Live: Return of
the Storyteller.”
Where: Harvester Performance Center,

450 Franklin St., Rocky Mount
When: 8 p.m.
Cost: $32-$47
Contact: harvester-music.com

ONLINE MBA

INFORMATION SESSION

This online information sessionwill ex-
ploreVirginia Tech’s OnlineMBAprogram
option: a 100%online, cohort-based, part-
time program built for working profes-
sionals. We will discuss how the Online
MBA is designed to provide an engaging
educational experiencewhilemaintaining
flexibility, as well as the courses, format
andadmissions requirements. (Additional
dates for these information sessions will
be offered this fall; see the events cal-
endar for the Pamplin College of Busi-
ness.) Register at https://mba.vt.edu/con-
nect-with-us/events/info-session-1.html.
Where: Virtual
When: Noon to 1 p.m.
Cost: Free
Contact: RebeccaMcGill, mba@vt.edu,

703-538-8397

WEEKEND’S
TOPPICKS
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The Smith Mountain Lake Wine Festival is set to return Sept. 17 and 18 at Mariners Landing in Huddleston.

JASON DUNOVANT

jason.dunovant@roanoke.com

721-4675

The Smith Mountain Lake
Wine Festival is back. After a
two-year hiatus, the popular
regional event will be making
its return at Mariners Landing
on Sept. 17 and 18.
With its return, the Smith

Mountain Lake Regional Cham-
ber of Commercewants tomake
the SML Wine Festival bigger
than ever. Several nationally ac-
claimedbandswere added to the
music lineup this year to gowith

themore than 30wineries set to
attend.
Saturday’s headline band will

be The SteelDrivers, a Nash-

ville-basedbluegrass group that
has been nominated for several
Grammy Awards and won for
BestBluegrassAlbumin2015.On

Sunday, eight-piece soul band
St.Paul&TheBrokenBoneswill
perform in the headliner spot.
Andrew Bruns, executive

director of the SML Regional
Chamber of Commerce, said
the notoriety of the two bands
has led to more ticket sales lo-
cations outside the lake area.
Tickets have been sold to people
in 19 states so far.
Bruns said theSMLWineFes-

tivalwill provide anopportunity
to showcase the lake tomembers
of the community as well as
people who may not be familiar
with the area.He also sees it as a
celebration after two years with
COVID-19 has led to multiple
cancellations of not only past

Wine glasses to clink again

JASON DUNOVANT

jason.dunovant@roanoke.com

721-4675

TheSmithMountainLakeMa-
rine Volunteer Fire Department
is asking for community support
tomake somemuch needed im-
provements to its aging fleet of
emergency response vessels.

The department’s newest
vessels, three yellow Boston
Whaler rescue boats were each
purchased more than a decade
ago in 2009. The three boats,
better known as 11-5, 11-8 and
11-6, handle the majority of the
department’s calls.
“They are the workhorses,”

Neil Harrington, department
president, said of the three
boats.
The department responds to

Rescuers seek help with aging fleet

JASON DUNOVANT AND

MOLLY HUNTER

The long-discussed com-
munications tower planned for
Westlake hit yet another road-
block recently. Discussions

have broken down between the
two companies involved in the
construction of the tower and
the operation of equipment to
provide fixed wireless internet
to the surrounding community.
During last month’s Franklin

County Broadband Authority
meeting, Seiontec President
Darrell Haag said the placement
of broadband equipment would
not be financially feasible for
his company.He said Blue Ridge
Towers,whichplans to construct

the tower and retain ownership
of it,will charge $1,500 amonth
for space on the tower.
Due to the tower’s height at

160 feet, Haag said the equip-
ment placement would be too
low to provide adequate service.
He said the number of custom-
ers reachedwould be far too low
compared to the cost to operate
the system.
Blue Ridge Towers gave the

premium space on the tower to
VerizonandHaag said at theAu-

gustmeeting that their proposed
location on the tower would be
too low to adequately provide
coverage of fixed wireless inter-
net to the community. He said
they currently have no plans to
place equipment on the tower,
putting a major roadblock in
Franklin County’s plans to pro-
videfixedwireless internet to the
community.
The proposedWestlake tower

Tower faces new height fight
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WESTLAKE

Wireless provider

no longer plans to

place equipment on

Westlake tower

SMLWINE FESTIVAL

Several nationally

acclaimed bands are

added to the lineup
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Mariners Landing will host the Smith Mountain Lake Wine Festival on
Sept. 17 and 18.

MARINEVOLUNTEERFIREDEPARTMENT

The group’s newest

vessels were

purchased in 2009
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The Smith Mountain Lake Marine Volunteer Fire Department is raising
funds to upgrade its ageing fleet of vessels. Three of the boats were
recently used during a training exercise earlier this year where they
searched for a drowning victim in Huddleston.
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