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SOMETHING TO PROVE

Dillon’s Lester
wants senior
year to end
with a state title
BY SCOTT CHANCEY

Morning News
schancey@ﬂorencenews.com

DILLON — Jay Lester
knows what it’s like on
both ends of the spectrum
when it comes to playing
for a state championship.
He knows what it’s like
to be on the state championship team, such as in
2017 when he helped lead
the Wildcats to a blowout
victory as a sophomore
against Chapman in the
Class 3A ﬁnal.
But Lester also knows
what it’s like to lose in the
state ﬁnal, such as in his
junior year when the Wildcats lost a close game to
Chester in the 3A ﬁnal.
Although Lester passed
for 2,212 yards last season
and rushed for 564 more
while totaling 29 touchdowns, he reﬂects on last
year’s loss to Chester.
“That loss taught me I
need to do better,” said
Lester, who threw three interceptions in that game,
one of which was returned
for a touchdown. “We’ve
got to do better at practice,
and we can’t go out there
and think we’re just going
to beat everybody. We’ve
got to play from the ﬁrst
quarter until the last quarter.”
But this is a new year.
And Lester’s overall performance from last year and
his potential for this season makes him the Morning News Preseason Football Player of the Year.
That, however, carries
little signiﬁcance with Lester. He knows he has a lot
of work left to be done. And
he won’t let up until his
team is back in the state
ﬁnal.
On top of that, he is determined to help the Wildcats win this one.
As the season nears, Lester knows what he must be
beyond passing and rushing the football: a leader.
“When you’re a leader,
you’ve got to make sure
the young guys know when
it’s time to step up,” Lester
said. “You say, ‘Yes, sir’ and
‘No, sir” to the coaches and
not talk back and make
sure the younger guys do
the same. We all have to do
our part on the ﬁeld.”
From the time Lester’s
father, Johnie, introduced
him to football at age 4, Jay
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See LESTER, Page 2E Quarterback Jay Lester scrambles during Dillon’s practice on Aug. 9 in Dillon.
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Aiming for encore
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Looking up
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