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Winter Weather Briefing
For Southeast North Carolina and Northeast South Carolina

        Important Updates
➔ New:  Extreme Cold Watch has been issued for the 

entire area.
➔ New: Gale Watch has been issued for from Surf City, NC 

to Little River Inlet, SC out 20 nautical miles.

➔ A Winter Storm Watch remains in effect for the entire 
area.

➔ High confidence in extreme cold air  for the area this 
weekend, creating significant, rare wind chills.

➔ High confidence in hazardous winds and seas for the 
coastal waters over the weekend, creating dangerous 
conditions for mariners.

➔ Increasing confidence for significant snow and 
associated impacts.

NEW

Decision Support Briefing #4
➔ As of 3:00 PM Thursday January 29, 2026

www.weather.gov/ilm

@nwswilmingtonnc

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.facebook.com/NWSWilmingtonNC&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1769720600861598&usg=AOvVaw02aWW3Vm6bQZzldldvRUST
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.instagram.com/nwswilmingtonnc/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1769720600861947&usg=AOvVaw1AIEK49_I0OR_tVR2g1pSX
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://twitter.com/nwswilmingtonnc&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1769720600862124&usg=AOvVaw0_tpsXs_2zIrbpyROsjt9q
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Key Messages
Northeast South Carolina and Southeast North Carolina

www.weather.gov/ilm

@nwswilmingtonnc

➔ Dangerous cold will create wind chills in the single digits Saturday night and Sunday night.

➔ Confidence continues to increase of significant snowfall across much of the forecast area. 
 

➔ The potential for heavy snow banding may produce localized swaths of heavier snowfall, 
especially north of the Cape Fear region

➔ Dry and powdery snow snow combined with strong and frequent wind gusts of 25 to 35 
mph will result in particularly dangerous driving conditions, causing poor visibility and 
reduced traction. Scattered power outages expected.

➔ Gale force winds likely over the coastal waters late Saturday into Sunday, with a few gusts 
up to storm force possible, particularly from Surf City, NC to Little River Inlet, SC.

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://twitter.com/nwswilmingtonnc&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1769720601909498&usg=AOvVaw1H6IrMnoHUBQbfZJU2YggH
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.facebook.com/NWSWilmingtonNC&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1769720602159363&usg=AOvVaw1uhkmS23xPDJVyJ_4Inn3N
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.instagram.com/nwswilmingtonnc/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1769720602159680&usg=AOvVaw35T9O7WWReJTtJFgtQPzqv
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Northeast South Carolina and Southeast North Carolina

Winter Weather Headlines

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://twitter.com/nwswilmingtonnc&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1769720602899997&usg=AOvVaw1Wfj4_m83qpHoxupZFvIEr
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.instagram.com/nwswilmingtonnc/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1769720602900172&usg=AOvVaw0CGmI2R7O2UUeDhDzQCO8N
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.facebook.com/NWSWilmingtonNC&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1769720602900318&usg=AOvVaw0GZCqaxnNkKfFFWC54M9_G


National Weather Service

3:00 PM EST
January 29, 2026

Wilmington, NC
National Weather Service

Northeast South Carolina and Southeast North Carolina

Cold/Wind Chill

Hazardous Travel

Friday 
Night

Effects & Impacts Legend

Saturday 
NightSaturday Sunday 

NightSunday Monday

Snow

Morning      Afternoon Morning     AfternoonEvening    OvernightMorning    Afternoon

Wind

Coastal Flooding

0 - Little to no impact   1  - Minor Impact 2 - Moderate Impact 3 - High Impact 4 - Extreme impact

Evening  OvernightEvening     Overnight

@nwswilmingtonnc

www.weather.gov/ilm

Marine

Threat/Impact Levels and Timing 

0 0 1 2 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 2

0 0 1 2 3 3 2 1 0 0 0 0

1 2 1 2 2 3 3 3 3 3 3 2

0 1 1 2 2 2 2 2 1 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0

0 1 1 2 2 3 3 3 2 1 0 0

See 
instructions 
below to 
used the 
linked sheet 
properly.

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.instagram.com/nwswilmingtonnc/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1769720603208173&usg=AOvVaw1itoWL94ijOsgXAqi565xz
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.facebook.com/NWSWilmingtonNC&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1769720603208344&usg=AOvVaw0sjSvdf8AZf7uMGv8CW7L6
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://twitter.com/nwswilmingtonnc&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1769720603209040&usg=AOvVaw1RM98fIwcO6v61H1mPaftU
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Dangerously Cold

➔ Dangerous wind chills  
expected throughout the 
weekend, especially at 
night, where wind chills 
could drop down into the 
negatives.

Timing

Impacts     

➔ This extreme cold will 
cause significant 
concerns for frostbite to 
exposed skin and 
hypothermia.

www.weather.gov/ilm

@nwswilmingtonnc

Northeast South Carolina and Southeast North Carolina

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.facebook.com/NWSWilmingtonNC&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1769720603414697&usg=AOvVaw0tsAvsANjfOAGOzRYMs1HR
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.instagram.com/nwswilmingtonnc/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1769720603414948&usg=AOvVaw2CbbrCsjQpd10HhxI5eIWv
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://twitter.com/nwswilmingtonnc&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1769720603415125&usg=AOvVaw1XjlMjzLV3icFCT6Ylgwxi
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Winter Storm Severity Index
Potential for Moderate Winter Weather Impacts

www.weather.gov/ilm

@nwswilmingtonnc

➔ Between the extreme cold and the 
potential snow, there is nearly a 
guarantee for at least moderate 
winter weather impacts across the 
area this weekend.

➔ Moderate impacts: Hazardous 
driving conditions and 
closures/disruptions to 
infrastructure may occur.

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.facebook.com/NWSWilmingtonNC&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1769720603529718&usg=AOvVaw01YkYDEVeJ1FiA_uY00UlT
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.instagram.com/nwswilmingtonnc/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1769720603529879&usg=AOvVaw2oE4SzLATgfNkl2mM9-Q9k
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://twitter.com/nwswilmingtonnc&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1769720603529996&usg=AOvVaw0CFD6ADayL0mxtL52AzXz9
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Winter Storm Severity Index
Potential for Major Winter Weather Impacts
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➔ Between the extreme cold and the 
potential snow, there is a 60-80% 
chance for at least major winter 
weather impacts across most of the 
area. Chances linger near 40-50% in 
the far southern portions of the 
Grand Strand.

➔ Major impacts: 

Expect considerable disruptions to 
daily life. 

Dangerous driving conditions 
possible. Avoid travel if possible.  

Widespread closures and disruptions 
to infrastructure many occur. 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.facebook.com/NWSWilmingtonNC&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1769720603689879&usg=AOvVaw05sm4mVWfLO2_UODd5LNCn
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.instagram.com/nwswilmingtonnc/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1769720603690053&usg=AOvVaw1wBb_RYpKbWXYCg8ekCfi7
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://twitter.com/nwswilmingtonnc&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1769720603690202&usg=AOvVaw1z7R0ednpD8zCk6zvC7WwE
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Expected Snowfall
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Northeast South Carolina and Southeast North Carolina

➔ Snow could start as early 
as Saturday morning.

➔ Bulk of the snow should 
occur late Saturday into 
early Sunday morning, 
cutting off shortly 
thereafter.

Timing

Impacts     

➔ Dangerous driving conditions 
possible. Cannot rule out whiteout 
conditions in isolated heavy snow 
banding.

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.facebook.com/NWSWilmingtonNC&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1769720603852589&usg=AOvVaw2LUR8S6KkCTHHHp3AxIJoo
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.instagram.com/nwswilmingtonnc/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1769720603852760&usg=AOvVaw0WOLon33ZExqGFOZj2j-c5
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://twitter.com/nwswilmingtonnc&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1769720603852877&usg=AOvVaw39y9TW25MKKghS7K0O2FZ7
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Range of Snowfall Possibilities

Key Points:
● The image on the left shows the minimum amount of snow you should expect.
● The image on the right shows the reasonable worst-case scenario for snow accumulation.  

Low End, or Minimum Amount High End, or Maximum Amount
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Probability of Snow Amounts

Percent Chance of 4” Snow or More  

www.weather.gov/ilm

@nwswilmingtonnc

Northeast South Carolina and Southeast North Carolina

Percent Chance of 2” Snow or More  

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.facebook.com/NWSWilmingtonNC&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1769720604270617&usg=AOvVaw3Q5aReAWnFQZ3-Ym93AceS
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.instagram.com/nwswilmingtonnc/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1769720604270828&usg=AOvVaw1RblN7T7DbEyowmNkicojx
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://twitter.com/nwswilmingtonnc&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1769720604270972&usg=AOvVaw1njNMgQEYlmXcQJr2dob5e
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Probability of Snow Amounts

Percent Chance of 8” Snow or More  
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Northeast South Carolina and Southeast North Carolina

Percent Chance of 6” Snow or More  

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.facebook.com/NWSWilmingtonNC&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1769720604465141&usg=AOvVaw3s-yVs1PGkZe8qSpBnM_sx
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.instagram.com/nwswilmingtonnc/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1769720604465362&usg=AOvVaw0cgYw6wszOWVOAz1Tbdt_A
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://twitter.com/nwswilmingtonnc&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1769720604465506&usg=AOvVaw2gTXGcVb0gFUndel3GYe9j
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Probability of Snow Amounts
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Northeast South Carolina and Southeast North Carolina

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.facebook.com/NWSWilmingtonNC&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1769720604582897&usg=AOvVaw00uRrkEwCEjaEp0-BQZesZ
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.instagram.com/nwswilmingtonnc/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1769720604583086&usg=AOvVaw2LMXToDmGfkmp2_8ly2Cie
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://twitter.com/nwswilmingtonnc&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1769720604583218&usg=AOvVaw02I2jN06F8g2okv_1ZPsvc
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Maximum Wind Gust

Details

➔ Strong and frequent gusts of  
25 to 35 mph expected, with 
gusts of 40 to 45 mph 
possible late Saturday 
through Saturday night. 

Timing

Impacts     

➔ May lead to blowing snow, 
further reducing visibilities and 
hindering snow removal on 
roads. Scattered power outages 
also possible. 

www.weather.gov/ilm

@nwswilmingtonnc

Northeast South Carolina and Southeast North Carolina

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.facebook.com/NWSWilmingtonNC&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1769720604997463&usg=AOvVaw2pyYoJ_nvN_x9QMHUrbk4Q
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.instagram.com/nwswilmingtonnc/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1769720604997664&usg=AOvVaw1B1YLZ0JO_bEqxf73DNLja
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://twitter.com/nwswilmingtonnc&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1769720604997798&usg=AOvVaw201WTP_-TWa29_-VmMc7rQ
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Key Take-Aways

Wilmington, NC

Significant snow is possible across northeast SC and southeast NC. Heavy snow banding may 
produce significantly higher local amounts, particularly north of the Cape Fear region.

Extremely cold temperatures bring wind chills well into the single digits, potentially into the 
negatives Saturday night and Sunday night.

Due to expected prolonged cold, hazardous travel conditions could extend through the early to 
middle part of next week. 

Strong gusty winds will result in blowing snow, possibly periods of white out conditions, causing 
poor visibility and reduced traction.  Scattered power outages also possible. 

Dangerous marine conditions expected across the coastal waters, with potential for storm-force 
wind gusts.

Confidence is HIGH that the event will occur 

www.weather.gov/ilm

@nwswilmingtonnc

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.facebook.com/NWSWilmingtonNC&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1769720605347350&usg=AOvVaw2o01rZ-1jKAnnKzoMP9kBb
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.instagram.com/nwswilmingtonnc/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1769720605347530&usg=AOvVaw0AvkG5J-kdM4n6ltdrlHPB
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://twitter.com/nwswilmingtonnc&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1769720605348198&usg=AOvVaw3UXAGUTzpUObJsakKHNmto
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Preparedness/Safety Info

National Weather Service

National Weather Service Wilmington, NC
Add 
Content→Infographics
→National (tab at the 
top) for more Safety 
graphics

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.facebook.com/NWSWilmingtonNC&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1769720605536591&usg=AOvVaw2dt_gRnzOfRVdRTX20KU0D
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