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Decision Support Briefing #4
= Asof 3:00 PM Thursday January 29, 2026

@ Important Updates

Robeson Blad
Marl aden
New: Extreme Cold Watch has been issued for the arieoro
entire area. Dillon
-> New: Gale Watch has been issued for from Surf City, NC - Darlington

to Little River Inlet, SC out 20 nautical miles. Columbus

Marion
-> A Winter Storm Watch remains in effect for the entire RIS, [Florence
area. ’
High confidence in extreme cold air for the area this
weekend, creating significant, rare wind chills.
High confidence in hazardous winds and seas for the Williamsburg
coastal waters over the weekend, creating dangerous S Georgetown
conditions for mariners. :
=> Increasing confidence for significant snow and
associated impacts.

Brunswick

www.weather.gov/ilm

National Oceanic and ® @ ﬁ National Weather Service

@ Atmospheric Administration Wilmington, NC

U.S. Department of Commerce @nwswilmingtonnc



https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.facebook.com/NWSWilmingtonNC&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1769720600861598&usg=AOvVaw02aWW3Vm6bQZzldldvRUST
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.instagram.com/nwswilmingtonnc/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1769720600861947&usg=AOvVaw1AIEK49_I0OR_tVR2g1pSX
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://twitter.com/nwswilmingtonnc&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1769720600862124&usg=AOvVaw0_tpsXs_2zIrbpyROsjt9q

January 29, 2026

3:00 PM EST

ﬂ)angerous cold will create wind chills in the single digits Saturday night and Sunday n@

=> Confidence continues to increase of significant snowfall across much of the forecast area.

=> The potential for heavy snow banding may produce localized swaths of heavier snowfall,
especially north of the Cape Fear region

=> Dry and powdery snow snow combined with strong and frequent wind gusts of 25 to 35
mph will result in particularly dangerous driving conditions, causing poor visibility and
reduced traction. Scattered power outages expected.

-> (Gale force winds likely over the coastal waters late Saturday into Sunday, with a few gusts
Qp to storm force possible, particularly from Surf City, NC to Little River Inlet, SC. /
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= = January 29, 2026
Winter Weather Headlines 3:00 PM EST

Winter Storm Watch & Gale Watch Wilmington. NC &% & |Extreme Cold Watch Wilmington, NC

Issued Jan 29, 2026 2:01 PM EST - Saturday Evening Through Monday Morning Issued Jan 29, 2026 2:06 PMEST ¢
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r@ Threat/Impact Levels and Timing

S Northeast South Carolina and Southeast North Carolina

7
Friday Saturday Sunday
P ) saturday SN sungay o SUS L onday
Morning  Afternoon

“

Evening Overnight

Night
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Wind Chill Forecast (°F) @ .
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2~¢ Winter Storm Severity Index 3:00 PM EST

S : .
W Potential for Moderate Winter Weather Impacts
Probabilistic WSSI Forecast

: valid
WPC WSSI Component: Overall | Probability of Moderate Impacts | Init 187 29-Jan-2026 127 2026-02-01
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_ = —> Between the extreme cold and the
—_ i potential snow, there is nearly a

"""" guarantee for at least moderate
winter weather impacts across the
area this weekend.

arion

-=> Moderate impacts: Hazardous
driving conditions and
closures/disruptions to

{ infrastructure may occur.

Moderate Impacts

~ | Expect disruptions to dalily life.
‘| Hazardous driving conditions. Use extra caution while driving.
Closures and disruptions to infrastructure may occur.

'TC.)VépenS lllll Mé) contributors (C)lc: = -

www.weather.gov/ilm

@ National Oceanic and - National Weather Service
Atmospheric Administration @) t i - -
v D Wilmington, NC

ISHD)! t f S
U.S. Department of Commerce @nwswﬂmmgtonnc


https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.facebook.com/NWSWilmingtonNC&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1769720603529718&usg=AOvVaw01YkYDEVeJ1FiA_uY00UlT
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.instagram.com/nwswilmingtonnc/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1769720603529879&usg=AOvVaw2oE4SzLATgfNkl2mM9-Q9k
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://twitter.com/nwswilmingtonnc&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1769720603529996&usg=AOvVaw0CFD6ADayL0mxtL52AzXz9

\ONg4,

[
m
-}
T
3 o

Dl Potential for Major Winter Weather Impacts
Probabilistic WSSI Forecast valid
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b Major Impacts

Expect considerable disruptions to daily life.
Dangerous or impossible driving conditions. Avoid travel if possible.

Widespread closures and disruptions to infrastructure may occur.
(€)[GpenSueetMaplcontributors](@)JE

www.weather.gov/ilm
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r& Winter Storm Severity Index

January 29, 2026
3:00 PM EST

Between the extreme cold and the
potential snow, there is a 60-80%
chance for at least major winter
weather impacts across most of the
area. Chances linger near 40-50% in
the far southern portions of the
Grand Strand.

Major impacts:

Expect considerable disruptions to
daily life.

Dangerous driving conditions
possible. Avoid travel if possible.

Widespread closures and disruptions
to infrastructure many occur.

National Weather Service
Wilmington, NC
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Weather Forecast Office 4

Expected Snowfall: Official NWS Forecast Wilmington, NC X
Valid 1 PM Thu Jan 29,2026 through 7 AM Sun Feb 1, 2026 Issued Jan 29, 2026 2:16 PM EST . o = =
' b - @ Timing

8y 2
°

Waidlsshor => Snow could start as early

as Saturday morning.

=> Bulk of the snow should
occur late Saturday into
early Sunday morning,

,, cutting off shortly

T : thereafter.

;"% Impacts

Geor:;town .. - Dangerous driving conditions
I possible. Cannot rule out whiteout
2! conditions in isolated heavy snow
Summerville banding.
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Valid 1 PM Thu Jan 29,2026 through 7 AM S'un Feb 1,2026
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Key Points:

Range of Snowfall Possibilities

Low End, or Minimum Amount
Low End Amount: 9 in 10 Chance (90%) of Higher Snowfall

January 29, 2026
3:00 PM EST

High End, or Maximum Amount

Weather Forecast Office 4

Wilmington, NC H

Issued Jan 29, 2026 2:15 PMEST ¢

Weather Forecast Office 3

Wilmington, NC High End Amount: 1 in 10 Chance (10%) of Higher Snowfall
1
Issued Jan 29, 2026 2:15 PMEST Qg Valid 1PM Thu Jan 29, 2026 through 7 AM Sun Feb 1,2026
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The image on the left shows the minimum amount of snow you should expect.
The image on the right shows the reasonable worst-case scenario for snow accumulation.
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@f’ Probability of Snow Amounts

’%** *a"s Northeast South Carolina and Southeast North Carolina

January 29, 2026
3:00 PM EST

Percent Chance of 2” Snow or More Percent Chance of 4” Snow or More

Weather Forecast Office

Wilmington, NC

Issued Jan 29, 2026 2:17 PM EST

Weather Forecast Office

Wilmington, NC

Issued Jan 29, 2026 2:17 PM EST

Percent Chance of 4" Snowfall or More

Valid 1PM ThuJan 29,2026 through 7 AM Sun Feb 1,2026
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Weather Forecast Office

Wilmington, NC

Issued Jan 29, 2026 2:16 PM EST

Percent Chance of 6" Snowfall or More

Valid 1 PM Thu Jan 29,2026 through 7 AM Sun Feb 1, 2026
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Percent Chance of 8" Snowfall or More
Valid 1 PM Thu Jan 29,2026 through 7 AM Sun Feb 1,2026

January 29, 2026
3:00 PM EST
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Northeast South Carolina and Southeast North Carolina

Percent Chance of 12" Snowfall or More Wilmington, NC
VaIid/l PM Thu Jan 29,2026 through 7 AM Sun Feb 1,2026
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3:00 PM EST

@ Timing

=> Strong and frequent gusts of
25 to 35 mph expected, with
gusts of 40 to 45 mph
possible late Saturday
through Saturday night.

—
? Impacts
9

May lead to blowing snow,
further reducing visibilities and
hindering snow removal on
roads. Scattered power outages
also possible.

ics, CNES/Airbus DS, USDA, USGS, AeroGRID, IGN, and the GIS User Communi

www.weather.gov/ilm
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Key LE ke'AwayS 3:00 PM EST

Confidence is HIGH that the event will occur

Significant snow is possible across northeast SC and southeast NC. Heavy snow banding may
produce significantly higher local amounts, particularly north of the Cape Fear region.

Extremely cold temperatures bring wind chills well into the single digits, potentially into the
negatives Saturday night and Sunday night.

Due to expected prolonged cold, hazardous travel conditions could extend through the early to
middle part of next week.

Strong gusty winds will result in blowing snow, possibly periods of white out conditions, causing
poor visibility and reduced traction. Scattered power outages also possible.

j\ Dangerous marine conditions expected across the coastal waters, with potential for storm-force
=)  wind gusts.
@ National Oceanic and - National Weather Service
N DO Wilmington, NC
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Preparedness/Safety Info 3:00 PM EST

w !
e OResnv fop Cop WERWEN e Indoor Winter Safet
& adding layers will help keep you Carbon Monoxide NAoor Inter >are y
prarm as Hie tempefatifcdrops ~ Detector Check your smoke/carbon monoxide (CO)
=
CHILLY COLD EXTREME COLD = detectors. The danger of CO poisoning is greater
Q- during the winter when doors and windows
_warm hat _-warm hat stay closed and fireplaces and gas heaters are
,_ v ¥y || in use.You can also be exposed to deadly
1:2 layers St - 2-3 layers 0 s N F10 face mask CO levels when “warming up” your car in the
X gy - N outer layer  j7rr NP A4 arage or when snow covers your tail pipe.
) ( ke '\ Vi N outer layer i ’ o
_ out wind gloves. 5 out wind, I N /" tokeep
ramn N oves Z ]
long layer _ retsnow. B ® ot
2 warm shoes

Visit weather.gov/winter
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