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Leaf blower ban
A reminder: Gas-powered leaf
blowers are banned in the village
from June 1 through Sept. 30 when
residents spend more time outdoors.
Gardeners should be informed of this
law to avoid fines.
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ONE DOLLAR

Town clerk accepts E’mont’s incorporation petition
By NICHOLAS PERRONE
EDGEMONT — Jeffrey Sherwin
and Jon Lewis stood in the Greenburgh
Town Hall parking lot May 28. In his left
hand, Sherwin firmly grasped a nearly
4-inch thick folder, filled with more
than 600 pages of signatures, exhibits,
affidavits and a $6,000 check made out
to the Town of Greenburgh.
Things came together quickly, with a
looming bill in Albany introduced only
one week before which — if passed —
would complicate the entire process.
Thus, the duo spent much of the Memorial Day holiday weekend finalizing the
documents and preparing for the filing.
This was not the first time Sherwin and
Lewis had walked into the town clerk’s

office to submit their assortment of papers — but they hoped it would be their
last.
The Edgemont Incorporation Committee officially submitted to the Greenburgh town clerk its second attempt at a
petition for a referendum to make Edgemont a bona fide village.
Town Clerk Judith Beville accepted
the petition and provided Sherwin and
Lewis with a time stamped copy of the
$6,000 check — the amount required
for submitting an incorporation petition.
Supervisor Paul Feiner told the Inquirer he was “very surprised” by the
filing, as the town clerk did not inform
him of it. Feiner, who is up for re-election this November, found out about the
filing from the social media site Next

“We strongly believe
the petition reflects
the strong will of the
community to hold a
vote on incorporation.”
— JON LEWIS
Door. About 10 minutes after receiving
the petition, Beville brought the check
to the comptroller’s office. She did not
receive any advanced notice that the pe-

tition was being filed that day, according to Beville. Beville further confirmed
that she accepted the check and “was
doing my due diligence.”
Feiner would not comment on his current position on incorporation but said
his role is to make sure the petition is
sufficient.
In February 2017 when the EIC members attempted to submit their first petition for incorporation, Town Clerk Judith Beville told them they would need
to return the next day to speak with
Town Attorney Timothy Lewis. Timothy Lewis informed them that Supervisor Feiner would need to accept the petition and provide them with a receipt,
delaying their filing by a week as the
supervisor was on vacation.

Board votes
to appoint
temporary
assessor

STEP family needed
The Scarsdale Student Transfer
Education Plan (STEP) Board seeks a
family living in the Scarsdale School
District to host Victoria Reliford, a
rising junior from Littleton, North
Carolina, starting in late August.
Interested families should call Nan
Berke at 548-3617 or email info@
scarsdalestep.org.

2019 grad edition
The Scarsdale Inquirer will publish
its annual graduation supplement as
part of the July 5 edition.
To be included in the “Where
They’re Heading” section, Edgemont
and Scarsdale residents should send
in the college destinations of students
graduating from Scarsdale and Edgemont high schools and local graduates of private high schools.
Also, students who earned college
and university degrees in 2019 are
invited to submit their name and local
address, name of institution, type of
degree, major and honors or academic
prizes.
Photos of college graduates are
welcome, preferably formal headshots, sent as high-resolution JPEG
email attachments.
Information may be mailed,
brought to the Inquirer offices in
the Harwood Building, Suite 510 or
emailed to vabrahams@scarsdalenews.com. Write “graduation” in the
subject line.
The deadline for submitting information is June 10.
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Scarsdale American Legion commander Thomas Adamo and Rick Reuter salute after placing a flag at a veteran’s grave in St. James
the Less cemetery for Memorial Day observances May 27 in Scarsdale. For more photos, see page 3.

Fire station renovations near completion
Because of Wick’s Law, cost
overruns amounted to $700K
By CATHERINE FERRIS
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“We strongly believe the petition reflects the strong will of the community
to hold a vote on incorporation,” Jon
Lewis told the Inquirer, referring to the
newly submitted petition.
After a petition rejection from Feiner
in May 2017, a lawsuit from the EIC, a
slew of private investigators, an Appellate Court decision and an appeal refusal from the New York Court of Appeals,
Edgemont’s previous bid for a referendum to become Greenburgh’s seventh
village was denied in February.
At that time, Feiner argued that the
incorporation petition did not clearly
specify the boundaries of the potential
village of Edgemont, as there was reference to both the Greenville Fire District
Continued on page 8

After nearly two years of construction, the Popham Road fire station’s renovation is starting to
wind down.
The board of trustees voted 6-1, with former
Trustee Matthew Callaghan dissenting, in January 2017 to approve plans for the project.
Scarsdale-based Grigg and Davis worked on
the project alongside general construction firm,
Specialty Construction Systems Inc. of Mount
Vernon, who was hired for $2,246,400.
However, like many construction projects,
there were modifications and changes that led to
an overrun of the budget.
When first reported in 2017, the costs were

partly covered by a $3.5 million bond; the rest of
the funding came from the general fund balance.
Due to the overruns and the Wicks Law, the
project costs went up by about 18 percent, or
$700,000. So, the final cost of the project came
in at $4.7 million.
That resulted in the board voting on three separate resolutions May 14 to approve change orders and transfer funds for the project closeout.
“That increase is within industry practices because of the Wicks Law,” said director of capital
projects Paul Zaicek.
The Wicks Law requires separate contracts
for general construction, electrical, mechanical
and plumbing work for any project expected to
cost more than $500,000. It requires four prime
contractors for each job, and it’s required to provide separate and costly bonds and insurances.
Mayor Marc Samwick said this law further
complicates construction work by necessitating
the village to coordinate the progression of work

between the contractors. Typically, when hiring
a general contractor, that contractor is responsible for bringing on subcontractors for plumbing, electric and mechanical work under its own
control for its own fee.
“State law prohibits villages from utilizing
design/build construction contracts, which encourages efficient design and construction,”
Samwick explained. “This project team works
in tandem from design to construction completion.”
Not having access to utilizing that team leads
to overruns and additional costs.
According to nyconstructionlaw.com, efforts
to repeal the Wicks Law since it was enacted in
1912 have failed, mainly due to the organized
and effective lobbying of mechanical and electrical contractors and trade unions.
Samwick said he met with a regional representative from Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s office to
Continued on page 4

SCARSDALE VILLAGE — The search for a
new village assessor continues but, in the meantime,
Scarsdale Board of Trustees has put Jane Lawrence
in charge as acting assessor to sign off on the tentative assessment roll by June 3.
Former Village Assessor Nanette Albanese retired in early March, but served in a part-time capacity to assist with the completion of the 2018
small claims assessment reviews. Now that the assessment reviews have been settled, Albanese is no
longer employed by Scarsdale.
According to New York State Real Property Tax
Law, when the Office of the Assessor becomes vacant, the trustees may designate an acting assessor
until a replacement is appointed.
“She’s been with us since 2014,” said Village
Manager Steve Pappalardo. “She will serve as acting assessor until an assessor is appointed or some
lesser period at her discretion.”
So, if at some point Lawrence doesn’t want to
serve as the village assessor, she would have to give
the village two weeks notice before stepping down,
or leaving her job at village entirely.
Lawrence, who graduated from the University of
Rhode Island, is a New York State certified residential real estate appraiser with more than 25 years’
experience. She worked as an appraiser for Houlihan and O’Malley Appraisal Co. Inc. from 1989
until 2001, and for Patrick McEvily and Associates
Inc. until 2003.
“Since that time, she has been conducting appraisals directly for a range of clients including
banks, other appraisal companies, appraisal management companies, attorneys, funding companies
and individuals,” according to a statement of qualifications submitted to the trustees.
Lawrence’s appraisal experience has been in
Westchester County and the Riverdale section of
the Bronx. She’s appraised single family and twoto four-family dwellings, land, rental properties and
cooperative and condominium units.
Since 2014, Lawrence worked part time as an appraiser for the assessors office in Scarsdale, served
as a consultant to the assessor from 2010 until
2012 and assisted in the negotiation of tax grievance settlements and in the preparation of appraisals for small claim assessment review hearings. In
addition, she served as a consultant to the village’s
Board of Assessment Review in connection with
tax grievance deliberations between 2012 and 2017.
Since her appointment it’s been all hands on deck.
“We’ve been finalizing the assessments for the
tentative assessment roll and preparing letters for
residents,” Lawrence said.
Lawrence is up on all New York State real estate
appraising continuing education requirements and
is a licensed real estate agent formerly employed by
Houlihan Lawrence Real Estate.
Pappalardo said the search for a permanent village assessor continues.
“We’ve spoken to a number of people already and
we will continue to do so,” he said.

Scarsdale ambulance corps receives top countywide awards
By NICHOLAS PERRONE
SCARSDALE — Responding to a
call last year about a 25-year-old man
who overdosed on heroin in his home,
two paramedics from SVAC performed
CPR for 20 minutes and administered
four times the allotted dosage of Narcan.
The responders successfully brought
the man back to life, and the ambulance
crew transported him to the hospital. The
patient is currently recovering well in a
rehabilitation facility.
That incident is one of two that garnered lifesaving awards and EMS citations for several members of the ambulance corps at SUNY Purchase May 23.
Emergency personnel packed into the
recital hall at the college to celebrate
recipients of the annual Westchester
Regional EMS Council awards, which
commemorate emergency services by
individuals from all over the Westchester
area.

With a standing room only crowd, the
Scarsdale Volunteer Ambulance Corps
received the Chairman’s Award and
multiple lifesaving awards and EMS citations for paramedics and EMTs.
David Raizen, a member of SVAC for
43 years and president of the corps for
20, received the EMS Leadership award,
an award he won twice before for his
continued dedication to the corps.
Raizen, a lifelong Scarsdale resident,
took his first CPR and first aid class at
Scarsdale High School in 1975. Soon
after turning 18, Raizen jumped in the
ambulance and never looked back, receiving his EMT certificate in 1979 and
becoming a paramedic in 2017.
A humble leader, Raizen was nominated by his agency, which now has
more than 100 volunteers, 19 paid paramedics and two volunteer paramedics, of
which Raizen is one.
“David shows great leadership by
Continued on page 5
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David Raizen, center, poses with representatives of Westchester County, Westchester Region Emergency Medical Services Community members, and EMTs and paramedics from the Scarsdale Volunteer Ambulance Corps.

