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Youth sports jamboree
The Scarsdale Parks, Recreation &
Conservation Department in conjunction with the independent sports organizations and neighborhood athletic associations will sponsor a fun youth sports
day Saturday, Sept. 7 from 10 a.m. to 1
p.m. at Crossway Field. The jamboree
is designed to educate and showcase
the large variety of youth sports options
available to the community. There will
be games for all ages and music, food,
inflatable amusements and giveaways.

Fall library hours
While the Scarsdale Public Library is
being renovated, its temporary location
is at the Library Loft, 244 Heathcote
Road (Supply Field). The hours for
September, October and November are
Monday to Friday, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturdays and Sundays the library will be
closed. Note: The library will open at 10
a.m. Sept. 9 due to staff safety training.

EMT classes
Scarsdale Volunteer Ambulance
Corps is considering a daytime EMT
course that follows the school calendar.
The 14-week class will meet two days a
week this fall from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
This is an excellent opportunity to
give back to your community and training is free for Scarsdale School parents.
For more information, email info@
ScarsdaleVAC.com or call 722-2288.
Minimum class size is 12.
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Welcome back

“The full legalization of
cannabis and all of its
components would open the
door to a series of products
that I think would be very
detrimental to society
and be harmful,”

With summer waning and busy
school days ahead students in
Scarsdale and Edgemong return to
school this week. Top, Heathcote
students, Natalie Kobi, Sofia Trelles,
sisters Elizabeth and Adeline Parker,
and friends gather outside the main
entrance of the school. Right, Seely
Place Principal Eve Feuerstein welcome second grader Alexander Atkinson with a hug on the first day of
school. More photos on page 8.

—sCarsDale eDgemont FamilY Counseling
serViCes DireCtor JaY genoVa

Bicycle Sundays
Bicycle Sundays along the Bronx
River Parkway return Sept. 8, 15, 22
and 29. Bicyclists, skaters, joggers and
walkers take over 6.5 miles of the Bronx
River Parkway from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.,
from Westchester County Center in
White Plains, south to Scarsdale Road
in Yonkers, a round-trip of 13 miles.
The event is free to the public.
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New school year ushers in new positions
at high school for Chason, McLoughlin
By CATHERINE FERRIS
SCARSDALE SCHOOLS — At any school district a new school year ushers in some new personnel and new classroom assignments. In Scarsdale,
teachers Sheilah Chason and James McLoughlin
are swapping places in a way, with Chason joining Scarsdale High School’s STEAM team and
McLoughlin moving to teach math at the SHS Alternative School.
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SCARSDALE — Just because it’s decriminalized doesn’t mean it’s quite legal.
A new law signed by Gov. Andrew Cuomo July
29 and enacted Aug. 30 downgrades the criminal penalty for unlawful possession of marijuana.
What once was a misdemeanor will be a mere
violation subject to a fine, depending on the quantity — possession of less than 2 ounces of marijuana is considered a violation, not a crime. While
the violation can still be an arrestable offense, it
won’t result in a criminal record or a prison term.
If someone has less than 1 ounce of marijuana,
that carries a $50 fine; previously the penalty was
$100.
Some with prior convictions for marijuana possession of 25 grams or less will have their convictions expunged.
“Communities of color have been dispropor-

Sheilah Chason
For the last nine years, Sheilah Chason served as
the math teacher at the A-School. This year, she’s
teaching three math classes and two STEAM classes in the high school.
When she first heard about the position at the ASchool, Chason, 55, said she hesitated, but a friend
who had told her about the job said it was a different type of alternative school — a democratically
run school focused on moral development and the
kids are self-selecting through an application process and lottery, with more than 100 students applying for a chance to fill one of 26 spots as 10th
graders in the popular program each year.

Sheilah Chason

James McLoughlin

“You get to know your students far better than
a typical math teacher would be afforded to in a
typical high school setting,” Chason said. “I loved
the ability to foster those relationships with kids
because of the structure we had in the A-School.”
Chason said there’s a good cross section of the
school district’s population, with students from all
backgrounds and interests.
“You have kids who are theater kids, you have
kids who are athletes, kids who are debaters, kids

who aren’t involved at all at school, kids who are
socially sophisticated and kids who are out on the
wings,” Chason said. “But it doesn’t matter because
they all come together in this little community and
become friends.”
As Chason prepares to look toward her future in
her new setting, she said she’ll miss some things
from the A-School but is confident her schedule
will still allow her to foster relationships with students.
“I think in STEAM, there’s much more interaction with the kids,” she said. “They come in during
their [free] periods to do work. They’re choosing
to be there.”
She said the STEAM program is set up in a similar manner to the way Chason taught the last nine
years, with peer coaching and co-teaching. And,
some student leaders emerge in the classroom, she
said, fostering skills they might not get in a typical
classroom.
This will be Chason’s first time teaching a course
more than one time because she typically taught
individual courses. She will have three sections
of one course, and Chason is looking forward to
Continued on page 8

tionately impacted by laws governing marijuana
for far too long, and today we are ending this injustice once and for all,” Cuomo said in a statement in July.
Senate Majority Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins echoed Cuomo’s sentiment.
“Decriminalizing marijuana is an essential part
of reforming our state’s broken justice system,”
she said. “For too long, communities of color
have been disproportionately targeted and negatively impacted.”
How will it affect Scarsdale?
As far as law enforcement, Scarsdale’s police
captain Edward Murphy said the officers get the
information when a new law is passed and they
enforce it the way they’re required to do so by
the state.
“We give the officers legal bulletins so they’re
aware of any changes,” Murphy said.
Jay Genova, the director of Scarsdale Edgemont Family Counseling Service and treasurer
for the Scarsdale Drug and Alcohol Task Force,
said there’s been an ongoing debate and discussion for the last five to 10 years about the placement of marijuana in society.
The task force opposes the legalization of
marijuana in the state for recreational purposes.
According to a statement on its website, the task
force is concerned the rush to legalize is being
driven by political and corporate interest, rather
than an understanding of implications legalization will have on public health, especially on
youth.
Genova said the discussions over the years
brought forward some useful applications for
cannabidiol, otherwise known as CBD oil.
“I think there’s some interesting research done
about CBD and its impact on applications to neurological disorders,” he said. “My hope is that the
studies give us some clear information about its
Continued on page 7
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NY education department releases ELA, math test results
Scarsdale students score
well above state average
By NICHOLAS PERRONE
SCARSDALE SCHOOLS — Last spring,
students across the state sat for two days of
standardized testing as required by the New
York State Education Department. The results
released Aug. 22 showed 85% of Scarsdale students in grades 3 through 8 scored proficient
on the English Language Arts exams and 88%
scored proficient on the math exams.
The scores show little change from last
year’s results. In 2018, 84% were proficient
on the English Language Arts exams and 88%
scored proficient on the math exams, on par
with this year’s scores.
“Scarsdale continues to score very well by
these particular standardized measures,” said
Edgar McIntosh, the assistant superintendent
for curriculum, instruction and assessment for

Scarsdale Public Schools. “While these high
scores can be reassuring snapshots, they only
describe one way we assess our students in
Scarsdale.”
The proficiency rate for Scarsdale thirdgraders was 91% in English and 92% in math,
according to data provided by the New York
State Education Department. Both exams
showed minimal increases from last year, with
a 3% increase in proficiency in the ELA exams
and no increase in the proficiency in the math
exams.
Statewide, Scarsdale students scored well
above the state averages, with 85% of Scarsdale students proficient on the ELA exams
compared to 45.4%, and 88% proficient on the
math exams compared to 46.7% statewide.
The average proficiency of all the schools in
Westchester County mirrored the state averages, with 53% of students in Westchester proficient on the ELA exams — up from 51% last
year — and 55% proficient on the math exams
— up from 53% last year.
Continued on page 14

E’mont elementary students’
scores remain steady
By NICHOLAS PERRONE
EDGEMONT SCHOOLS — The New York
State Education Department test results released
Aug. 22 showed 79% of Edgemont School District students in grades 3 through 8 scored proficient on the English Language Arts exams and
85% scored proficient on the math exams.
The scores show little change from last year’s
results. In 2018, 82% scored proficient on the
math exams and 80% were proficient on the
English Language Arts exams.
“We do not do any type of test prep,” said
Director of Curriculum and Instruction Michael
Curtin. “We don’t build our curriculum around
the tests per se, we build a curriculum that we
hope aligns with the state standards … but our
focus is on the standards, not the tests. We try
to keep it all in perspective, they’re one indica-

tor [of] what kids know and can do, but a pretty
limited indicator at that.”
The proficiency rate for Edgemont thirdgraders was 88% in English and 91% in math,
according to data provided by the New York
State Education Department. Both exams for
that grade showed increases from last year, with
a 4% increase in proficiency in the ELA exams
and a 6% increase in the proficiency in the math
exams.
Statewide, Edgemont students scored well
above the state averages, with 79% of Edgemont students proficient on the ELA exams
compared to 45.4%, and 85% proficient on the
math exams compared to 46.7% statewide.
The average proficiency of all the schools in
Westchester County closely resembled the state
averages, with 53% of students in Westchester
proficient on the ELA exams — up from 51%
last year — and 5% proficient on the math exams — up from 53% last year.
“We look for really rich assessments that
show us what’s going on underneath in terms
Continued on page 14

