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Horoscope

OU'T

HAPPY BIRTHDAY for
Sunday, July 30, 2017:

This year you create a lot of
excitement. As a result, you
open up emotionally and enjoy
yourself more. There also is a
side of you that is intense and
secretive, which emerges once
in a while in social occasions!

The stars show the kind of
day you’ll have: 5-Dynamic;
4-Positive; 3-Average;
2-So-so; 1-Difficult

ARIES (March 21-April 19)
kK
Relate to others directly, but
know that you might have a
problem dealing with your tem-
per when speaking with a key
family member. Your intuition
helps you make a good choice
about how to interact with this
person. Tonight: Why not have a
date night with a loved one?
This Week: Others seem to
want to run with the ball. Let
them.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)

0. 8.8.8.¢

Defer to others. Ask questions
in order to come to a conclusive
understanding, if not an agree-
ment. You might not have the
same solutions, but you have
the same issue. Respect your
differences. Tonight: Accept an
invitation that is sure to add a

lively tone to the moment.
This Week: Listen to what is
being shared.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
2.8.8. 8.
You could be tired. Take today
off for some extra R and R. You
need to honor your needs if you
want to go full steam ahead
more often. A conversation with
a friend could become testy for
some reason. Pull back before
you have an argument. Tonight:
Get a head start on tomorrow.
This Week: You will find many
distractions around you this
week.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
Yk k
Your imagination comes into
play with a loved one. Let go of a
problem, and refuse to get into a
squabble. Get into the moment.
A call or email from someone at
a distance makes you smile. You
might sense that more is going
on than was revealed. Tonight:
Act like a kid again.

This Week: Your creativity
energizes a project.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)

2,888 4

You could be in the mood to
change direction. Stay close to
home, and invite a friend or two
over for a late lunch of a game
you all enjoy. You might like
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not being as much on the go as
usual. A partner understands
how you feel, so you don’t need
to say much. Tonight: Wind
down.

This Week: Handle a per-
sonal matter first.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
Yk kK
Speak your mind, but also listen
to what a loved one has to say.
The more you share, the bet-
ter your understanding of each
other will become. You see a
loved one as being nearly per-
fect. Be careful, as this person
could fall off his or her pedestal.
Tonight: Order in.

This Week: You are likely to
say a lot, but might wish you
had said less.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
%k k
Be aware of how possessive
you can be. You might want
to ask yourself why you are
so insecure. On the other
hand, this possessiveness also
reflects how much you value
this person. Open up a discus-
sion, and find your way through
this issue. Tonight: Splurge a
little.

This Week: Check your bud-
get and expenses.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

2. 2.8.8 ¢

Understand what is happening
with a respected associate. Lis-
ten carefully and help this per-
son to gain a new perspective.
Your ingenuity and creativity
come forward to solve a prob-
lem and come up with solutions.
Tonight: All smiles. Act like it is
Saturday night!
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WHITE HAS A CRUSHER

Hint: A one-two punch.
Solution: 1. Rc8ch! Kf7 2. Be8ch
(wins the queen).

New York Times Sunday Crossword

This Week: You will be
unstoppable Monday and Tues-
day!

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21)
¥k k
You could feel out of sorts and
not understand what needs to
happen to change your mood.
Perhaps it is your perspective
mixed with a little insecurity.
Talk to a trusted family member
who has known you his or her
whole life and get some feed-
back. Tonight: Make it an early
night.

This Week: Your personality
commands the moment.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
2.8.8. 8.4
You might be easily drawn into
a happening hosted by some
friends. Whether it's a cookout
or a softball game, you'll enjoy
yourself and let go of stress. Try
to keep this attitude going as
long as you can. A partner could
be argumentative. Tonight:
Where the action is.

This Week: The best days of
the week will be Monday and
Thursday.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
ok
Take charge and help others
free themselves up for a fun
afternoon out. The more relaxed
you are, the better next week
will be. Others could be some-
what argumentative. Avoid
having an argument or playing
into someone’s negative mood.
Tonight: You could go till the
wee hours.

This Week: You succeed in
carrying a project to its end.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
Yk kK
Reach out to someone at a dis-
tance. You could be delighted by
this person’s news. You might
not know how to handle the
information. Direct some of your
frustration into a physical activ-
ity. It won'’t hurt to weed the
yard. Tonight: Off to a movie.
This Week: Look beyond the
obvious.

Textual relations

id you see the recent “Modern Love” column in The
D New York Times by a woman who sits down with her
boyfriend once a year to update their four-page, single-
spaced “relationship contract”? The story made for fairly
painful reading, particularly for the romantically inclined, inas-
much as it contained negotiated details such as who cleans the
kitchen counters and who cleans the bathtub, as well as rules
for the proper disposal of sweaty socks.
But it was so much more than boring. It
also was irritating (“We each have
desires that deserve to be named and
recognized ... ”) and monumentally pre-
tentious (“We agree to be monogamous
because, right now, monogamy suits us.”)
Iinstantly conspired with my friend
Gina Barreca, the feminist scholar, to
come up with a more realistic and down-
to-earth contract. The key was intense

negotiation. Gene

We will not be one of those couples Weingarten
who, at a party, sits next to each other as The Washington
if sharing one femur; this, however, in no Post

way condones infidelity. Should a flirta-

tion result, both parties agree that it will

be frankly evaluated and deconstructed afterward by the con-
cerned party at whatever length necessary, probably a length so
great that this offense will likely never happen again.

We will read at least two of the same books per month so
that we can discuss them. In one of these books, much of the
dialogue will be interior, involving long-repressed emotions,
wistfulness and yearning. In the other, there will be punching
of faces. In neither book will there be even a single vampire,
inasmuch as we solemnly agree we are not adolescents.

Commercial breaks are not occasions to change TV chan-
nels without the consent of the other party. Such actions are
therefore prohibited. This rule will be suspended on Sundays,
Mondays and Thursdays during the month of October, when
the baseball playoffs unhappily coincide with the football
season. In exchange for this generously offered kindness, both
parties will agree to watch “Say Yes to the Dress” together
twice a year, with no snide commentary.

While we agree in principle (with some reservations on the
part of one party) that joke-telling is a skill that benefits from
rehearsal, we stipulate that there will be no tedious telling of
the same joke in exactly the same way (including pauses, facial
expressions and hand gestures) more than twice a year. No
exceptions will be made for out-of-town guests.

In bed, we will not move abruptly and vindictively in order
to awaken the other person who has the temerity to be asleep
when we are not, or to be snoring, snorting or farting. More-
over, we acknowledge mutually, if with extreme reservations
on the part of one party, that the snorer, snorter or farter might
possibly be female, because it happens sometimes, even if it
must not ever be referred to outside of this document.

We will agree to robustly celebrate designated holidays of
which we mutually approve, such as Halloween and Thanks-
giving and New Year’s Eve, and pointedly ignore others, such
as New Year’s Day, whose purpose is sullenly recuperative and
is traditionally filled with unnecessarily guilt-inducing pledges
of self-improvement, often disproportionately involving
weight loss. Moreover, we agree that inasmuch as Valentine’s
Day is generally celebrated in one direction only, in compensa-
tion the male in this relationship can choose whatever idiot
holiday for which he wishes to be feted, such as National Fried
Chicken Day, which is July 6, and for which the male spouse
will be gastronomically rewarded, as revolting as that is.

Both parties acknowledge that it is a scientific fact that they
will age at exactly the same rate — that despite certain long-
standing, heinous societal assumptions, women do not age at
seven times the rate of men, the way dogs do, or at 3,600 times
the rate of men, as butterflies do. This final item was written
by one party in the hope the other party stops secretly obsess-
ing about this thing. Because he loves her.
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