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NEW MEXICO DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES CONTRACT #27002 
 

THIS AGREEMENT is made and entered into by and between the State of New Mexico, NEW 
MEXICO DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, hereinafter referred to as the “Agency,” and 
SKDKnickerbocker, LLC, hereinafter referred to as the “Contractor,” and is effective as of the date 
set forth below upon which it is executed by the General Services Department/State Purchasing 
Division (GSD/SPD Contracts Review Bureau).  
 
IT IS AGREED BETWEEN THE PARTIES: 
 
1. Scope of Work. 

The Contractor shall perform the following work: 
 

Contractor will provide the following services in connection with the NMDOJ's Epstein/Maxwell 
survivor public relations engagement: 

 
Survivor Outreach & Connection Services 
Contractor will leverage its existing relationships within the Epstein and Maxwell survivor 
community to: 
• Identify and conduct outreach to survivors of Jeffrey Epstein and Ghislaine Maxwell who 

have New Mexico connections, including individuals associated with the Zorro Ranch. 
• Provide guidance on how the NMDOJ can communicate with survivors in a manner that 

builds trust, respects trauma, and encourages ongoing engagement with the State's efforts. 
• Coordinate with survivor legal counsel, advocates, and support organizations to ensure that 

outreach efforts align with survivors’ legal interests and personal preferences regarding 
public engagement. 

• Support the development of a survivor engagement framework that can be sustained 
beyond the initial term of this engagement, establishing lasting channels of communication 
between the NMDOJ and the survivor community. 

 
Stakeholder & Community Communications 
• Advise the NMDOJ on communications with New Mexico-based victim advocacy 

organizations, survivor support groups, and community stakeholders relevant to the 
Epstein/Maxwell matter. 

• Support the NMDOJ in developing public-facing materials that inform New Mexico 
residents about the State's survivor engagement efforts and accountability work. 

• Facilitate coordination between the NMDOJ communications team and national survivor 
advocacy networks with which Contractor has established relationships. 

 
Public Relations Strategy — Epstein/Maxwell Survivor Narrative 

 
 
 
 

STATE OF NEW MEXICO 
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• Develop and implement a comprehensive public relations strategy specifically tailored to 
the NMDOJ's communications obligations regarding Epstein/Maxwell survivors with New 
Mexico connections. 

• Advise the NMDOJ on media positioning, message development, and narrative framing 
that reflects trauma-informed principles and centers survivor dignity. 

• Prepare key messaging documents, talking points, and media statements for use by 
NMDOJ leadership in connection with survivor-related announcements, proceedings, or 
inquiries. 

• Provide strategic guidance on the timing and sequencing of public communications to 
protect survivor privacy, manage legal sensitivities, and advance the State's accountability 
narrative. 

Media Relations & Earned Media Management 
• Serve as the primary communications intermediary between the NMDOJ and media outlets 
• reporting on Epstein/Maxwell-related survivor matters in New Mexico. 

 
• Manage incoming media inquiries on survivor-related topics, ensuring consistent, legally 

vetted, and trauma-sensitive responses. 
• Proactively identify and pursue earned media opportunities that advance the State's 

narrative of accountability and survivor support, including placement of opinion content, 
interviews with senior NMDOJ officials, and coordination with national media contacts 
familiar with Epstein/Maxwell coverage. 

• Monitor media coverage of Epstein/Maxwell survivor matters with a New Mexico nexus 
and provide real-time alerts and response recommendations to the NMDOJ. 

 
Crisis Communications Preparedness 
• Develop a crisis communications protocol for the NMDOJ specifically addressing 

scenarios arising from Epstein/Maxwell survivor disclosures, legal developments, or 
adverse media coverage. 

• Provide rapid-response communications counsel as needed in connection with breaking 
developments in Epstein/Maxwell-related litigation, legislative activity, or media reporting 
that implicates New Mexico. 

• Advise NMDOJ leadership on communications in the event of new survivor disclosures, 
document releases, or judicial proceedings that require immediate public response. 

 
2. Compensation. 
 
The Agency shall pay to the Contractor in full payment for services satisfactorily performed at 

the rate of Thirty thousand dollars ($30,000.00) per month in FY26. The New Mexico gross receipts 
tax (not to exceed 8.3%) levied on the amounts payable under this Agreement in FY26 totaling 
($3,901.00) shall be paid by the Agency to the Contractor. The total amount payable to the 
Contractor under this Agreement, including gross receipts tax and expenses, shall not exceed 
($50,901.00) in FY26. 

 
The Agency shall pay to the Contractor in full payment for services satisfactorily performed at 

the rate of Thirty thousand dollars ($30,000.00) per month in FY27. The New Mexico gross receipts 
tax (not to exceed 8.3%) levied on the amounts payable under this Agreement in FY27 totaling 
($25,979.00) shall be paid by the Agency to the Contractor. The total amount payable to the 
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Contractor under this Agreement, including gross receipts tax and expenses, shall not exceed 
($338,979.00) in FY27. 
 
The total amount payable to the Contractor under this Agreement, including gross receipts tax 
and expenses, shall not exceed ($389,880.00). This amount is a maximum and not a guarantee 
that the work assigned to be performed by Contractor under this Agreement shall equal the 
amount stated herein. The parties do not intend for the Contractor to continue to provide 
services without compensation when the total compensation amount is reached. Contractor is 
responsible for notifying the Agency when the services provided under this Agreement reach the 
total compensation amount. In no event will the Contractor be paid for services provided in 
excess of the total compensation amount without this Agreement being amended in writing prior 
to those services in excess of the total compensation amount being provided. 
 

B. Payment in FY26, FY27, is subject to availability of funds pursuant to the 
Appropriations Paragraph set forth below and to any negotiations between the parties from year to 
year pursuant to Paragraph 1, Scope of Work, and to approval by the GSD/SPD. All invoices MUST 
BE received by the Agency no later than fifteen (15) days after the termination of the Fiscal Year in 
which the services were delivered. Invoices received after such date WILL NOT BE PAID. 

 
C. Contractor must submit a detailed statement accounting for all services performed and 
expenses incurred. If the Agency finds that the services are not acceptable, within thirty (30) days after 
the date of receipt of written notice from the Contractor that payment is requested (“Acceptance 
Period”), it shall provide the Contractor a letter of exception explaining the defect or objection to the 
services, and outlining steps the Contractor may take to provide remedial action. Agency’s failure to 
provide a letter of exception during the Acceptance Period shall be deemed acceptance of the 
applicable services.  Upon the sooner of (i) expiration of the Acceptance Period without exception or 
(ii) certification by the Agency that the services have been received and accepted, payment shall be 
tendered to the Contractor within thirty days after the date of acceptance. If payment is made by mail, 
the payment shall be deemed tendered on the date it is postmarked. However, the agency shall not 
incur late charges, interest, or penalties for failure to make payment within the time specified herein.  
 
3. Term. 

THIS AGREEMENT SHALL NOT BECOME EFFECTIVE UNTIL APPROVED BY THE 
GSD/SPD Contracts Review Bureau. This Agreement shall terminate on May 12, 2027 unless 
terminated pursuant to paragraph 4 (Termination), or paragraph 5 (Appropriations). In accordance 
with NMSA 1978, § 13-1-150, no contract term for a professional services contract, including 
extensions and renewals, shall exceed four years, except as set forth in NMSA 1978, § 13-1-150. 
 
4. Termination. 

A. Grounds. The Agency may terminate this Agreement for convenience or cause.  The 
Contractor may only terminate this Agreement based upon the Agency’s uncured, material breach of 
this Agreement. 

B. Notice; Agency Opportunity to Cure.   
1. Except as otherwise provided in Paragraph (4)(B)(3), the Agency shall give 

Contractor written notice of termination at least thirty (30) days prior to the intended date of 
termination.   

2. Contractor shall give Agency written notice of termination at least thirty (30) 
days prior to the intended date of termination, which notice shall (i) identify all the Agency’s material 
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breaches of this Agreement upon which the termination is based and (ii) state what the Agency must 
do to cure such material breaches.  Contractor’s notice of termination shall only be effective (i) if the 
Agency does not cure all material breaches within the thirty (30) day notice period or (ii) in the case 
of material breaches that cannot be cured within thirty (30) days, the Agency does not, within the thirty 
(30) day notice period, notify the Contractor of its intent to cure and begin with due diligence to cure 
the material breach.   

 
3.  Notwithstanding the foregoing, this Agreement may be terminated immediately 

upon written notice to the Contractor (i) if the Contractor becomes unable to perform the services 
contracted for, as determined by the Agency; (ii) if, during the term of this Agreement, the Contractor 
is suspended or debarred by the State Purchasing Agent; or (iii) the Agreement is terminated pursuant 
to Paragraph 5, “Appropriations”, of this Agreement. 

 
C. Liability. In the event this Agreement is terminated by Agency for cause, Contractor 

shall only be entitled to payment for services provided up to the notice date.  Where (i) Contractor 
terminates this Agreement for cause or (ii) Agency terminates this Agreement for convenience, 
Agency shall pay Contractor for all services provided or agreed upon for future release by Contractor 
up to the effective date of termination.  Notwithstanding the foregoing, a notice of termination shall 
not nullify or otherwise affect either party’s liability for pre-termination defaults under or breaches of 
this Agreement. The Contractor shall submit an invoice for such work within thirty (30) days of 
receiving or sending the notice of termination. THIS PROVISION IS NOT EXCLUSIVE AND DOES 
NOT WAIVE THE AGENCY’S OTHER LEGAL RIGHTS AND REMEDIES CAUSED BY THE 
CONTRACTOR'S DEFAULT/BREACH OF THIS AGREEMENT. 

 
D. Termination Management. Immediately upon receipt by either the Agency or the 

Contractor of notice of termination of this Agreement, the Contractor shall: 1) not incur any further 
obligations for salaries, services or any other expenditure of funds under this Agreement without 
written approval of the Agency; 2) comply with all directives issued by the Agency in the notice of 
termination as to the performance of work under this Agreement; and 3) take such action as the Agency 
shall direct for the protection, preservation, retention or transfer of all property titled to the Agency 
and records generated under this Agreement. Any non-expendable personal property or equipment 
provided to or purchased by the Contractor with contract funds shall become property of the Agency 
upon termination and shall be submitted to the agency as soon as practicable. 

 
5. Appropriations. 

The terms of this Agreement are contingent upon sufficient appropriations and authorization 
being made by the Legislature of New Mexico for the performance of this Agreement. If sufficient 
appropriations and authorization are not made by the Legislature, this Agreement shall terminate 
immediately upon written notice being given by the Agency to the Contractor. The Agency's decision 
as to whether sufficient appropriations are available shall be accepted by the Contractor and shall be 
final. If the Agency proposes an amendment to the Agreement to unilaterally reduce funding, the 
Contractor shall have the option to terminate the Agreement or to agree to the reduced funding, within 
thirty (30) days of receipt of the proposed amendment. 
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6. Status of Contractor. 

The Contractor and its agents and employees are independent contractors performing 
professional services for the Agency and are not employees of the State of New Mexico. The 
Contractor and its agents and employees shall not accrue leave, retirement, insurance, bonding, 
use of state vehicles, or any other benefits afforded to employees of the State of New Mexico as a 
result of this Agreement. The Contractor acknowledges that all sums received hereunder are 
reportable by the Contractor for tax purposes, including without limitation, self-employment and 
business income tax. The Contractor agrees not to purport to bind the State of New Mexico unless 
the Contractor has express written authority to do so, and then only within the strict limits of that 
authority. 
 
7. Assignment. 

The Contractor shall not assign or transfer any interest in this Agreement or assign any 
claims for money due or to become due under this Agreement without the prior written approval 
of the Agency. 
 
8. Subcontracting. 

The Contractor shall not subcontract any portion of the services to be performed under this 
Agreement without the prior written approval of the Agency. No such subcontract shall relieve 
the primary Contractor from its obligations and liabilities under this Agreement, nor shall any 
subcontract obligate direct payment from the Procuring Agency. 
 
9. Release. 

Final payment of the amounts due under this Agreement shall operate as a release of the 
Agency, its officers and employees, and the State of New Mexico from all liabilities, claims and 
obligations whatsoever arising from or under this Agreement. 
 
10. Confidentiality. 

Any confidential information provided to or developed by one party (the “Disclosing 
Party”) and received by the other party (the “Recipient”) in the performance of this Agreement 
shall be kept confidential and shall not be used or made available to any individual or organization 
by the Recipient without the prior written approval of the Disclosing Party.  Notwithstanding the 
foregoing, confidential information shall not include any information that: (i) is generally available 
to or becomes known to the public through no act of the Recipient in breach of this Agreement; 
(ii) was previously known by the Recipient as evidenced by written records through no act in 
breach of any confidentiality agreement; (iii) was independently developed by the Recipient 
without the use of any confidential information of the Disclosing Party as evidenced by written 
records; or (iv) was disclosed to the Recipient by a third-party under no obligation of 
confidentiality to the Disclosing Party. 
 
11. Product of Service -- Copyright. 

All materials developed or acquired by the Contractor under this Agreement shall become 
the property of the State of New Mexico and shall be delivered to the Agency no later than the 



Contract ID#305-27002 
 

6 
 

termination date of this Agreement. Nothing developed or produced, in whole or in part, by the 
Contractor under this Agreement shall be the subject of an application for copyright or other claim 
of ownership by or on behalf of the Contractor. 
 
12. Conflict of Interest; Governmental Conduct Act. 

A. The Contractor represents and warrants that it presently has no interest and, during 
the term of this Agreement, shall not acquire any interest, direct or indirect, which would conflict 
in any manner or degree with the performance or services required under the Agreement. 
 

B. The Contractor further represents and warrants that it has complied with, and, 
during the term of this Agreement, will continue to comply with, and that this Agreement complies 
with all applicable provisions of the Governmental Conduct Act, Chapter 10, Article 16 NMSA 
1978. Without in anyway limiting the generality of the foregoing, the Contractor specifically 
represents and warrants that: 

1) in accordance with NMSA 1978, § 10-16-4.3, the Contractor does not 
employ, has not employed, and will not employ during the term of this Agreement any 
Agency employee while such employee was or is employed by the Agency and 
participating directly or indirectly in the Agency’s contracting process; 

2) this Agreement complies with NMSA 1978, § 10-16-7(A) because (i) the 
Contractor is not a public officer or employee of the State; (ii) the Contractor is not a 
member of the family of a public officer or employee of the State; (iii) the Contractor is 
not a business in which a public officer or employee or the family of a public officer or 
employee has a substantial interest; or (iv) if the Contractor is a public officer or employee 
of the State, a member of the family of a public officer or employee of the State, or a 
business in which a public officer or employee of the State or the family of a public officer 
or employee of the State has a substantial interest, public notice was given as required by 
NMSA 1978, § 10-16-7(A) and this Agreement was awarded pursuant to a competitive 
process; 

3) in accordance with NMSA 1978, § 10-16-8(A), (i) the Contractor is not, and 
has not been represented by, a person who has been a public officer or employee of the 
State within the preceding year and whose official act directly resulted in this Agreement 
and (ii) the Contractor is not, and has not been assisted in any way regarding this transaction 
by, a former public officer or employee of the State whose official act, while in State 
employment, directly resulted in the Agency's making this Agreement; 

4) this Agreement complies with NMSA 1978, § 10-16-9(A)because (i) the 
Contractor is not a legislator; (ii) the Contractor is not a member of a legislator's family; 
(iii) the Contractor is not a business in which a legislator or a legislator's family has a 
substantial interest; or (iv) if the Contractor is a legislator, a member of a legislator’s 
family, or a business in which a legislator or a legislator's family has a substantial interest, 
disclosure has been made as required by NMSA 1978, § 10-16-7(A), this Agreement is not 
a sole source or small purchase contract, and this Agreement was awarded in accordance 
with the provisions of the Procurement Code; 

5) in accordance with NMSA 1978, § 10-16-13, the Contractor has not directly 
participated in the preparation of specifications, qualifications or evaluation criteria for this 
Agreement or any procurement related to this Agreement; and 
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6) in accordance with NMSA 1978, § 10-16-3 and § 10-16-13.3, the 
Contractor has not contributed, and during the term of this Agreement shall not contribute, 
anything of value to a public officer or employee of the Agency. 

 
C. Contractor’s representations and warranties in Paragraphs A and B of this Article 

12 are material representations of fact upon which the Agency relied when this Agreement was 
entered into by the parties. Contractor shall provide immediate written notice to the Agency if, at 
any time during the term of this Agreement, Contractor learns that Contractor’s representations 
and warranties in Paragraphs A and B of this Article 12 were erroneous on the effective date of 
this Agreement or have become erroneous by reason of new or changed circumstances. If it is later 
determined that Contractor’s representations and warranties in Paragraphs A and B of this Article 
12 were erroneous on the effective date of this Agreement or have become erroneous by reason of 
new or changed circumstances, in addition to other remedies available to the Agency and 
notwithstanding anything in the Agreement to the contrary, the Agency may immediately 
terminate the Agreement. 
 

D. All terms defined in the Governmental Conduct Act have the same meaning in this 
Article 12(B). 
 
13. Amendment. 

A. This Agreement shall not be altered, changed or amended except by instrument in 
writing executed by the parties hereto and all other required signatories. 
 

B. If the Agency proposes an amendment to the Agreement to unilaterally reduce 
funding due to budget or other considerations, the Contractor shall, within thirty (30) days of 
receipt of the proposed Amendment, have the option to terminate the Agreement, pursuant to the 
termination provisions as set forth in Article 4 herein, or to agree to the reduced funding. 
 
14. Merger. 

This Agreement incorporates all the Agreements, covenants and understandings between 
the parties hereto concerning the subject matter hereof, and all such covenants, Agreements and 
understandings have been merged into this written Agreement. No prior Agreement or 
understanding, oral or otherwise, of the parties or their agents shall be valid or enforceable unless 
embodied in this Agreement. 
 
15. Penalties for violation of law. 

The Procurement Code, NMSA 1978 §§ 13-1-28 through 13-1-199, imposes civil and 
criminal penalties for its violation. In addition, the New Mexico criminal statutes impose felony 
penalties for illegal bribes, gratuities and kickbacks. 
 
16. Equal Opportunity Compliance. 

The Contractor agrees to abide by all federal and state laws and rules and regulations, and 
executive orders of the Governor of the State of New Mexico, pertaining to equal employment 
opportunity. In accordance with all such laws of the State of New Mexico, the Contractor assures 
that no person in the United States shall, on the grounds of race, religion, color, national origin, 
ancestry, sex, age, physical or mental handicap, or serious medical condition, spousal affiliation, 
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sexual orientation or gender identity, be excluded from employment with or participation in, be 
denied the benefits of, or be otherwise subjected to discrimination under any program or activity 
performed under this Agreement. If Contractor is found not to be in compliance with these 
requirements during the life of this Agreement, Contractor agrees to take appropriate steps to 
correct these deficiencies. 
 
17. Applicable Law. 

The laws of the State of New Mexico shall govern this Agreement, without giving effect 
to its choice of law provisions. Venue shall be proper only in a New Mexico court of competent 
jurisdiction in accordance with NMSA 1978, § 38-3-1 (G). By execution of this Agreement, 
Contractor acknowledges and agrees to the jurisdiction of the courts of the State of New Mexico 
over any and all lawsuits arising under or out of any term of this Agreement. 
 
18. Workers Compensation. 

The Contractor agrees to comply with state laws and rules applicable to workers 
compensation benefits for its employees. If the Contractor fails to comply with the Workers 
Compensation Act and applicable rules when required to do so, this Agreement may be terminated 
by the Agency. 

 
19. Liability Insurance Requirements.  

The Contractor shall maintain, at its own expense, Professional Liability and/or General 
Liability insurance coverage in the amount of $1,000,000 per occurrence. The Contractor agrees 
to provide the State with a valid Certificate of Insurance (COI) evidencing such coverage. The 
COI shall be submitted to the Director of Business Operations and must demonstrate that 
appropriate insurance coverage is in effect for the duration of this Agreement.  
 
20. Records and Financial Audit. 

The Contractor shall maintain detailed time and expenditure records that indicate the date; 
time, nature and cost of services rendered during the Agreement’s term and effect and retain them 
for a period of three (3) years from the date of final payment under this Agreement. The records 
shall be subject to inspection by the Agency, the General Services Department/State Purchasing 
Division and the State Auditor. The Agency shall have the right to audit billings both before and 
after payment. Payment under this Agreement shall not foreclose the right of the Agency to recover 
excessive or illegal payments 
 
21. Indemnification. 

The Contractor shall defend, indemnify and hold harmless the Agency and the State of 
New Mexico from all actions, proceeding, claims, demands, costs, damages, attorneys’ fees and 
all other liabilities and expenses of any kind from any source which may arise out of a claim by a 
third party related to Contractor’s performance of this Agreement, or caused by the negligent act 
or failure to act of the Contractor, its officers, employees, servants, subcontractors or agents, or if 
caused by the actions of any client of the Contractor resulting in injury or damage to persons or 
property during the time when the Contractor or any officer, agent, employee, servant or 
subcontractor thereof has or is performing services pursuant to this Agreement. In the event that 
any action, suit or proceeding related to the services performed by the Contractor or any officer, 
agent, employee, servant or subcontractor under this Agreement is brought by a third-party against 
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the Contractor, the Contractor shall, as soon as practicable but no later than two (2) days after it 
receives notice thereof, notify the legal counsel of the Agency and the Risk Management Division 
of the New Mexico General Services Department by certified mail. 
 
22. New Mexico Employees Health Coverage. 

A. If Contractor has, or grows to, six (6) or more employees who work, or who are 
expected to work, an average of at least 20 hours per week over a six (6) month period during the 
term of the contract, Contractor certifies, by signing this agreement, to have in place, and agree to 
maintain for the term of the contract, health insurance for those employees and offer that health 
insurance to those employees if the expected annual value in the aggregate of any and all contracts 
between Contractor and the State exceed $250,000 dollars. 
 

B. Contractor agrees to maintain a record of the number of employees who have (a) 
accepted health insurance; (b) declined health insurance due to other health insurance coverage 
already in place; or (c) declined health insurance for other reasons. These records are subject to 
review and audit by a representative of the state. 
 

C. Contractor agrees to advise all employees of the availability of State publicly 
financed health care coverage. 
 
23. Invalid Term or Condition. 

If any term or condition of this Agreement shall be held invalid or unenforceable, the 
remainder of this Agreement shall not be affected and shall be valid and enforceable. 
 
24. Enforcement of Agreement. 

A party's failure to require strict performance of any provision of this Agreement shall not 
waive or diminish that party's right thereafter to demand strict compliance with that or any other 
provision. No waiver by a party of any of its rights under this Agreement shall be effective unless 
express and in writing, and no effective waiver by a party of any of its rights shall be effective to 
waive any other rights. 
 
25. Notices. 

Any notice required to be given to either party by this Agreement shall be in writing and 
shall be delivered in person, by courier service or by U.S. mail, either first class or certified, return 
receipt requested, postage prepaid, as follows: 

 
To the Agency:  
NMDOJ 
Lauren Rodriguez 
408 Galisteo St. 
Santa Fe, NM 87501 
LRodriguez@nmdoj.gov 
 

 To the Contractor:  
 SKDK 
 1150 18th St. NW Suite 800 
 Washington, DC 20036 
 jhooks@skdknick.com 
 

mailto:LRodriguez@nmdoj.gov
mailto:jhooks@skdknick.com


Contract ID#305-27002 
 

10 
 

 
26. Authority. 

If Contractor is other than a natural person, the individual(s) signing this Agreement on 
behalf of Contractor represents and warrants that he or she has the power and authority to bind 
Contractor, and that no further action, resolution, or approval from Contractor is necessary to enter 
into a binding contract.  
 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have executed this Agreement as of the date of 
signature by the GSD/SPD Contracts Review Bureau below. 
 
 
 
By: ____________________________________________  Date:_____________ 

Jeannette Chavez 
Agency 

 
 
 
By: ____________________________________________  Date:_____________ 

Glenn Hasler 
Agency’s Legal Counsel – Certifying legal sufficiency 

 
 
 
By: ____________________________________________  Date:_____________ 

Rachel Apodaca 
Agency’s Chief Financial Officer 

 
 
 
By: ____________________________________________  Date:_____________ 

Contractor 
 
 
The records of the Taxation and Revenue Department reflect that the Contractor is registered with 
the Taxation and Revenue Department of the State of New Mexico to pay gross receipts and/or 
compensating taxes. 
 
ID Number: 03-713845-00-6 
 
 
 
By: ____________________________________________  Date:_____________ 

Taxation and Revenue Department 
 

Arie Taylor
Digitally signed by Arie 
Taylor 
Date: 2026.05.07 10:57:29 
-06'00'

Docusign Envelope ID: 59E165EA-DA45-832A-80DF-DC4C5FB0EC90

5/7/2026

5/7/2026

5/7/2026

5/7/2026
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This Agreement has been approved by the GSD/SPD Contracts Review Bureau: 
 
 
 
By: ____________________________________________  Date:_____________ 

GSD/SPD Contracts Review Bureau 
5/11/2026



From: determination, spd, GSD
To: Rachel Apodaca
Cc: Rosalie Trujillo
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Request for Determination
Date: Friday, March 27, 2026 1:51:21 PM

Good afternoon Rachel,

This scope of work is written as PROFESSIONAL SERVICES.   Please note this determination
relates only to that question and is no comment on whether the scope of work or procurement
method meet all legal standards. Therefore, the agency may conduct the procurement
independently of the State Purchasing Division (SPD). Any resulting contract(s) and
amendment(s) must be processed through the Contracts Review Bureau (CRB) of SPD. Both
CRB and SPD reserve the right to change this determination if the contract scope of work
differs from the scope of work submitted for the original determination or if a later attached
scope of work should contain goods or general services.
 

While this scope of work has been determined to be professional services, please check
the Horizons website to determine whether the scope of work must be offered to
Horizons for their right of first refusal.
When processing this procurement, please ensure that the Contracts Review Bureau
contract template (or the DoIT contract template if IT related) is used.
When processing this procurement, please ensure that the CRB contract numbering
system is used.

 
Thank you for submitting this scope of work for review.

P/S I am currently out of the office.  However, I usually try to get determinations back within a
24-hour period unless I receive it after work hours on Friday, in which case I will get them back
to the requestor on Monday.  Thank you for your understanding. 

Sincerely,
 
Delilah Tenorio
Attorney
State Purchasing Division
Phone:   (505)372-9508
Email:    delilah.tenorio@gsd.nm.gov
 
 

mailto:spd.determination@gsd.nm.gov
mailto:rapodaca@nmdoj.gov
mailto:RTrujillo@nmdoj.gov
mailto:delilah.tenorio@gsd.nm.gov


From: Rachel Apodaca <rapodaca@nmdoj.gov>
Sent: Thursday, March 26, 2026 5:36 PM
To: determination, spd, GSD <spd.determination@gsd.nm.gov>
Cc: Rosalie Trujillo <RTrujillo@nmdoj.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Request for Determination
 
CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.
Good afternoon, can you please provide a determination for the below scope of work. 

SKDK will provide the following services in connection with the NMDOJ's
Epstein/Maxwell survivor public relations engagement:  
  
Survivor Outreach & Connection Services  
SKDK will leverage its existing relationships within the Epstein and Maxwell survivor
community to:  

Identify and conduct outreach to survivors of Jeffrey Epstein and Ghislaine
Maxwell who have New Mexico connections, including individuals associated
with the Zorro Ranch.  
Facilitate introductions between identified survivors and the NMDOJ, serving as
a trusted and trauma-informed intermediary to encourage survivor participation
in State proceedings, investigations, or communications initiatives.  
Provide guidance on how the NMDOJ can communicate with survivors in a
manner that builds trust, respects trauma, and encourages ongoing
engagement with the State's efforts.  
Coordinate with survivor legal counsel, advocates, and support organizations to
ensure that outreach efforts align with survivors' legal interests and personal
preferences regarding public engagement.  
Support the development of a survivor engagement framework that can be
sustained beyond the initial term of this engagement, establishing lasting
channels of communication between the NMDOJ and the survivor community.  

 
Stakeholder & Community Communications  

Advise the NMDOJ on communications with New Mexico-based victim
advocacy organizations, survivor support groups, and community stakeholders
relevant to the Epstein/Maxwell matter.  
Support the NMDOJ in developing public-facing materials that inform New
Mexico residents about the State's survivor engagement efforts and
accountability work.  
Facilitate coordination between the NMDOJ communications team and national
survivor advocacy networks with which SKDK has established relationships.  

 
Public Relations Strategy — Epstein/Maxwell Survivor Narrative  

Develop and implement a comprehensive public relations strategy specifically
tailored to the NMDOJ's communications obligations regarding Epstein/Maxwell
survivors with New Mexico connections.  
Advise the NMDOJ on media positioning, message development, and narrative



framing that reflects trauma-informed principles and centers survivor dignity.  
Prepare key messaging documents, talking points, and media statements for
use by NMDOJ leadership in connection with survivor-related announcements,
proceedings, or inquiries.  
Provide strategic guidance on the timing and sequencing of public
communications to protect survivor privacy, manage legal sensitivities, and
advance the State's accountability narrative.  

  
Media Relations & Earned Media Management  

Serve as the primary communications intermediary between the NMDOJ and
media outlets reporting on Epstein/Maxwell-related survivor matters in New
Mexico.  
Manage incoming media inquiries on survivor-related topics, ensuring
consistent, legally vetted, and trauma-sensitive responses.  
Proactively identify and pursue earned media opportunities that advance the
State's narrative of accountability and survivor support, including placement of
opinion content, interviews with senior NMDOJ officials, and coordination with
national media contacts familiar with Epstein/Maxwell coverage.  
Monitor media coverage of Epstein/Maxwell survivor matters with a New Mexico
nexus and provide real-time alerts and response recommendations to the
NMDOJ.  

  
 Crisis Communications Preparedness  

Develop a crisis communications protocol for the NMDOJ specifically
addressing scenarios arising from Epstein/Maxwell survivor disclosures, legal
developments, or adverse media coverage.  
Provide rapid-response communications counsel as needed in connection with
breaking developments in Epstein/Maxwell-related litigation, legislative activity,
or media reporting that implicates New Mexico.  
Advise NMDOJ leadership on communications in the event of new survivor
disclosures, document releases, or judicial proceedings that require immediate
public response.  

  
 
1. Provide  a detailed  explanation of the criteria developed and specified by

the agency as necessary to perform and/or fulfill  the contract and upon which
the state agency reviewed available sources.    (Do not use “technical jargon;”
use plain English.  Do not tailor the criteria simply to exclude other contractors if
it is not rationally related to the purpose of the contract.) 

 
 

Established, Trust‑Based Relationships with Epstein/Maxwell Survivors 
Because outreach and engagement cannot be effectively initiated without
existing trust, the provider must already have ongoing, credible relationships
with survivors connected to New Mexico.  
This criterion is essential for facilitating introductions, encouraging survivor
participation, and serving as a trauma‑informed intermediary between survivors
and the NMDOJ. 



 
Subject‑Matter Familiarity with Epstein/Maxwell and Its National Media Landscape 

The provider must possess a deep understanding of Epstein/Maxwell, including
its history, its legal posture, and the media ecosystem surrounding it. 
This criterion is necessary to ensure accurate narrative framing, effective crisis
response, and consistent messaging within a complex, high‑visibility matter. 

 
Trauma‑Informed Communication Expertise 

The provider must have  demonstrated  experience working with survivors of
trauma  (specifically sexual assault),  including an understanding of
survivor‑centered messaging, privacy protection, and trust‑based engagement. 
This is necessary to ensure that all communications respect survivor dignity and
do not cause retraumatization. 

 
Public Relations and Strategic Communications Experience for Sensitive Legal
Matters 

Because this engagement involves legally sensitive public communications, the
provider must have prior experience developing and executing public relations
strategies that align with legal constraints, confidentiality considerations, and
ongoing investigations. 

 
Ability to Serve as the Primary Media Intermediary 

The provider must be able to manage media inquiries, advise on messaging,
coordinate interviews, and provide real‑time guidance.  
This requires established media contacts, especially with outlets that have
covered  Epstein/Maxwell  extensively, and the ability to communicate clearly
under time‑sensitive conditions. 

 
Capacity for Real‑Time Monitoring and Rapid Response 

The scope requires the provider to monitor media coverage continuously and
alert the agency to developments. 
The provider must be able to supply rapid‑response recommendations in
connection with breaking news, new survivor disclosures, legal filings, and
public statements. 

 
Thank you, Rachel 

Rachel Apodaca
Chief Financial Officer
Financial Control Bureau
New Mexico Department of Justice
505-859-5503
rapodaca@nmdoj.gov
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From: Matt Loehman
To: Rosalie Trujillo
Subject: Re: Determination for Dept. of Justice
Date: Friday, March 27, 2026 11:34:57 AM
Attachments: image001.png

Good afternoon -

Thank you very much for the opportunity, but we will decline this procurement.

Best regards, 

Matt

Matt Loehman
Executive Director

Horizons of New Mexico
6121 Indian School Rd. NE, Suite 220
Albuquerque, NM 87110

office phone: (505) 345-1540 
email: mloehman@horizonsofnewmexico.org
web: www.horizonsofnewmexico.org

The State Use Act helps people with disabilities become gainfully employed, and it
saves you valuable time and resources otherwise used during the procurement
process.

On Fri, Mar 27, 2026 at 6:59 AM Rosalie Trujillo <RTrujillo@nmdoj.gov> wrote:

Good morning, can you please provide a determination for the below scope of
work. 

 

provide the following services in connection with the NMDOJ's Epstein/Maxwell
survivor public relations engagement:  

  

Sur Survivor Outreach & Connection Services  

  will leverage its existing relationships within the Epstein and Maxwell survivor
community to:  

Identify and conduct outreach to survivors of Jeffrey Epstein and Ghislaine

mailto:mloehman@horizonsofnewmexico.org
mailto:RTrujillo@nmdoj.gov
mailto:mloehman@horizonsofnewmexico.org
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.horizonsofnewmexico.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7CRTrujillo%40nmdoj.gov%7C415c5adfa1044567dac108de8c272884%7C43dd4bafde4d4c97a79b3cc58af6fa35%7C0%7C0%7C639102296970085342%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rPZOhEU8hqZJpUtM1NI67MvFLjwe9CCgLG6PyY3RRVI%3D&reserved=0
mailto:RTrujillo@nmdoj.gov






Maxwell who have New Mexico connections, including individuals associated
with the Zorro Ranch.  
Facilitate introductions between identified survivors and the NMDOJ, serving
as a trusted and trauma-informed intermediary to encourage survivor
participation in State proceedings, investigations, or communications
initiatives.  
Provide guidance on how the NMDOJ can communicate with survivors in a
manner that builds trust, respects trauma, and encourages ongoing
engagement with the State's efforts.  
Coordinate with survivor legal counsel, advocates, and support organizations
to ensure that outreach efforts align with survivors' legal interests and
personal preferences regarding public engagement.  
Support the development of a survivor engagement framework that can be
sustained beyond the initial term of this engagement, establishing lasting
channels of communication between the NMDOJ and the survivor
community.  

 

Stakeholder & Community Communications  

Advise the NMDOJ on communications with New Mexico-based victim
advocacy organizations, survivor support groups, and community
stakeholders relevant to the Epstein/Maxwell matter.  
Support the NMDOJ in developing public-facing materials that inform New
Mexico residents about the State's survivor engagement efforts and
accountability work.  
Facilitate coordination between the NMDOJ communications team and
national survivor advocacy networks with which SKDK
has established relationships.  

 

Public Relations Strategy — Epstein/Maxwell Survivor Narrative  

Develop and implement a comprehensive public relations strategy specifically
tailored to the NMDOJ's communications
obligations regarding Epstein/Maxwell survivors with New Mexico
connections.  
Advise the NMDOJ on media positioning, message development, and
narrative framing that reflects trauma-informed principles and centers survivor
dignity.  
Prepare key messaging documents, talking points, and media statements for
use by NMDOJ leadership in connection with survivor-related
announcements, proceedings, or inquiries.  
Provide strategic guidance on the timing and sequencing of public
communications to protect survivor privacy, manage legal sensitivities, and
advance the State's accountability narrative.  



  

Media Relations & Earned Media Management  

Serve as the primary communications intermediary between the NMDOJ and
media outlets reporting on Epstein/Maxwell-related survivor matters in New
Mexico.  
Manage incoming media inquiries on survivor-related topics, ensuring
consistent, legally vetted, and trauma-sensitive responses.  
Proactively identify and pursue earned media opportunities that advance the
State's narrative of accountability and survivor support, including placement of
opinion content, interviews with senior NMDOJ officials, and coordination with
national media contacts familiar with Epstein/Maxwell coverage.  
Monitor media coverage of Epstein/Maxwell survivor matters with a New
Mexico nexus and provide real-time alerts and response recommendations to
the NMDOJ.  

  

 Crisis Communications Preparedness  

Develop a crisis communications protocol for the NMDOJ specifically
addressing scenarios arising from Epstein/Maxwell survivor disclosures, legal
developments, or adverse media coverage.  
Provide rapid-response communications counsel as needed in connection
with breaking developments in Epstein/Maxwell-related litigation, legislative
activity, or media reporting that implicates New Mexico.  
Advise NMDOJ leadership on communications in the event of new survivor
disclosures, document releases, or judicial proceedings that require
immediate public response.  

  

 

1. Provide  a detailed  explanation of the criteria developed and specified by
the agency as necessary to perform and/or fulfill the contract and upon which
the state agency reviewed available sources.  (Do not use “technical jargon;”
use plain English.  Do not tailor the criteria simply to exclude other contractors
if it is not rationally related to the purpose of the contract.) 

 

 

Established, Trust‑Based Relationships with Epstein/Maxwell Survivors 

Because outreach and engagement cannot be effectively initiated without
existing trust, the provider must already have ongoing, credible relationships
with survivors connected to New Mexico.  



This criterion is essential for facilitating introductions, encouraging survivor
participation, and serving as a trauma‑informed intermediary between
survivors and the NMDOJ. 

 

Subject‑Matter Familiarity with Epstein/Maxwell and Its National Media Landscape 

The provider must possess a deep understanding of  Epstein/Maxwell,
including its history, its legal posture, and the media ecosystem surrounding
it. 
This criterion is necessary to ensure accurate narrative framing, effective
crisis response, and consistent messaging within a complex, high‑visibility
matter. 

 

Trauma‑Informed Communication Expertise 

The provider must have  demonstrated  experience working with survivors of
trauma  (specifically sexual assault),  including an understanding of
survivor‑centered messaging, privacy protection, and trust‑based
engagement. 
This is necessary to ensure that all communications respect survivor dignity
and do not cause retraumatization. 

 

Public Relations and Strategic Communications Experience for Sensitive Legal
Matters 

Because this engagement involves legally sensitive public communications,
the provider must have prior experience developing and executing public
relations strategies that align with legal constraints, confidentiality
considerations, and ongoing investigations. 

 

Ability to Serve as the Primary Media Intermediary 

The provider must be able to manage media inquiries, advise on messaging,
coordinate interviews, and provide real‑time guidance.  
This requires established media contacts, especially with outlets that have
covered  Epstein/Maxwell  extensively, and the ability to communicate clearly
under time‑sensitive conditions. 

 

Capacity for Real‑Time Monitoring and Rapid Response 



The scope requires the provider to monitor media coverage continuously and
alert the agency to developments. 
The provider must be able to supply rapid‑response recommendations in
connection with breaking news, new survivor disclosures, legal filings, and
public statements. 

 

 

 

Thank you, Rosalie

 

 

 

Rosalie Trujillo, CPO

Financial Specialist Analyst
Financial Control
New Mexico Department of Justice
505-681-1130
RTrujillo@nmdoj.gov

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information in this e-mail and in any attachment may contain information

that is legally privileged. It is intended only for the attention and use of the named recipient. If you are not the

intended recipient, you are not authorized to retain, disclose, copy or distribute the message and/or any of its

attachments. If you received this e-mail in error, please notify sender at the New Mexico Department of Justice

and delete this message. Thank you.

 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless
you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

mailto:RTrujillo@nmdoj.gov


From: Semiglia, Mario, DFA
To: Rosalie Trujillo
Subject: Fw: [EXTERNAL] 27002- Expedite please
Date: Thursday, May 7, 2026 3:05:23 PM
Attachments: image001.png

image002.png
15719.pdf

Hi - the attached contract has DFA SBD approval for budget availability. Thanks!
 

From: Rosalie Trujillo <RTrujillo@nmdoj.gov>
Sent: Thursday, May 7, 2026 12:51:02 PM
To: Semiglia, Mario, DFA <Mario.Semiglia@dfa.nm.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] 27002- Expedite please

 

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to clicking on links or opening attachments.

Hi Mario,
Requesting budget approval, please. I’m requesting expedited approval, as we need CRB to approve before May 12-
 

Rosalie Trujillo, CPO

Financial Specialist Analyst
Financial Control
New Mexico Department of Justice
505-681-1130
RTrujillo@nmdoj.gov

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information in this e-mail and in any attachment may contain information that is legally privileged. It is intended only for the attention and use

of the named recipient. If you are not the intended recipient, you are not authorized to retain, disclose, copy or distribute the message and/or any of its attachments. If you received this

e-mail in error, please notify sender at the New Mexico Department of Justice and delete this message. Thank you.

 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

mailto:Mario.Semiglia@dfa.nm.gov
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Agency Approval - I certify that the proposed purchase represented by this document is authorized by and is made


in accordance with all State (and if applicable Federal) legislation rules and regulation.     I further certify 


that adequate unencumbered cash and budget expenditure authority exists for this proposed purchase and all other 


outstanding purchase commitments and accounts payable.


Unauthorized


          State of New Mexico          
  Purchase Order PO Number to be on all Invoices and Correspondence


Page: 1 
Department of Justice
408 Galisteo Street
Santa Fe NM 87501
United States


Pending Approval/Approved Dispatch Via Print
Purchase Order Date Revision
30500-0000015719 05-07-2026
Payment Terms Freight Terms Ship Via
Pay Now FOB Destination Best Way
Buyer Phone Currency
Rosalie Trujillo USD


Supplier: 0000190931
STAGWELL GLOBAL LLC
SKDKNICKERBOCKER LLC
ONE WORLD TRADE CENTER FL 
65
NEW YORK NY 10007-0000
United States


Ship To: 201 3rd Street NM Suite
300
Albuquerque NM 87102
United States


Bill To: Submit Invoices to:
FinancialControl@nmdoj.
gov
Santa Fe NM 87501
United States


Origin:           CRB            Exc\Excl#:         13-1-99-A
Line-
Sch


Item/Description Quantity UOM PO Price Extended Amt Due Date


1 - 1 Provide survivor outreach & connection 
services, Stakeholder & community 
communication, public relations strategy, 
media relations management, provide crisis 
communication guidance.


1.00 EA $50,901.00 $50,901.00 05/07/2026 


30500-17000-0105000000-535200-	-	-	-	-126-J0000
Schedule Total $50,901.00


   


Item Total $50,901.00


Total PO Amount $50,901.00







 
                                                                                    STATE OF NEW MEXICO                                                      SPD-101A (04/19)


GENERAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT- PURCHASING DIVISION
TERMS AND CONDITIONS UNLESS OTHERWISE SPECIFIED


1. GENERAL: When the State Purchasing Agent issues a purchase document in response to the Vendors bid, a binding contract is created.
2. VARIATION IN QUANTITY: No variation in the quantity of any item called for by this order will be accepted unless such variation has been caused by


conditions of loading, shipping, packing or allowances in manufacturing process, and then only to the extent, if any, specified elsewhere in this order.
3. ASSIGNMENT:


A: Neither the order, nor any interest therein, nor claim thereunder, shall be assigned or transferred by the Vendor, except as set forth in
subparagraph 3B below or as expressly authorized in writing by the STATE PURCHASING AGENTS OFFICE. No such assignment or transfer
shall relieve the Vendor from the obligations and liabilities under this order.


B: Vendor agrees that any and all claims for overcharge resulting from antitrust violations which are borne by the State as to goods,
services, and materials purchased in connection with this bid are hereby assigned to the State.


4. STATE FURNISHED PROPERTY: State furnished property shall be returned to the state upon request in the same condition as received except
for ordinary wear, tear, and modifications ordered hereunder.


5. DISCOUNTS: Prompt payment discounts will not be considered in computing the low bid. Discounts for payment within 20 days will be
considered after the award of the contract. Discounted time will be computed from the date of receipt of the merchandise or invoice,
whichever is later.


6. INSPECTION: Final inspection and acceptance will be made at the destination. Supplies rejected at the destination for non-conformance
with specifications shall be removed, at the Vendors risk and expense, promptly after notice of rejection.


7. INSPECTION OF PLANT: The State Purchasing Agent may inspect, at any reasonable time, the part of the contractors, or any subcontractor's
plant or place of business, which is related to the performance of this contract.


8. COMMERCIAL WARRANTY: The Vendor agrees that the supplies or services furnished under this order shall be covered by the most favorable
commercial warranties the Vendor gives to any customer for such supplies or services, and that the rights and remedies provided herein shall
extend to the State and are in addition to and do not limit any rights afforded to the State by any other cause of this order. Vendor agrees
not to disclaim warranties of fitness for a particular purpose or merchantability.


9. TAXES: The unit price shall exclude all State taxes.
10. PACKING, SHIPPING AND INVOICING:


A: The States purchase document number and the Vendors name, users name and location shall be shown on each packing and delivery ticket,
package, bill of lading and other correspondence in connection with the shipment. The users count will be accepted by the Vendor as final
and conclusive on all shipments not accompanied by a packing ticket.


B: The Vendors invoice shall be submitted in triplicate, duly certified and shall contain the following information: order number,
description of supplies or services, quantities, unit prices and extended totals. Separate invoices shall be rendered for each and every
complete shipment.


C: Invoices must be submitted to the using agency and NOT THE STATE PURCHASING AGENT.
11. DEFAULT: The State reserves the right to cancel all or any part of this order without cost to the State, if the Vendor fails to meet the


provisions of this order and, except as otherwise provided herein, to hold the Vendor liable for any excess cost occasioned by the State due
to the Vendors default. The Vendor shall not be liable for any excess costs if failure to perform the order arises out of causes beyond the
control and without the fault or negligence of the Vendor, such causes include, but are not restricted to, acts of God or of the public enemy,
acts of the State or of the Federal Government, fires, floods, epidemics, quarantine restrictions, strikes, freight embargos, unusually severe
weather and defaults of subcontractors due to any of the above, unless the State shall determine that the supplies or services to be furnished
by the subcontractor where obtainable from other sources in sufficient time to permit the Vendor to meet the required delivery scheduled. The
rights and remedies of the State provided in this paragraph shall not be exclusive and are in addition to any other rights now being provided
by law or under this order.


12. NON-COLLUSION: In signing this bid, the Vendor certifies he/she has not, either directly or indirectly, entered into action in restraint of
free competitive bidding in connection with this proposal submitted to the State Purchasing Agent.


13. NON-DISCRIMINATION: Vendors doing business with the State of New Mexico must be in compliance with the Federal Civil Rights Act of 1964 and
Title VII of that Act, Rev., 1979.


14. THE PROCUREMENT CODE: Sections 13-1-28 through 13-1-199 NMSA 1978 imposes civil and criminal penalties for its violation.
In addition, the New Mexico criminal statutes impose felony penalties for bribes, gratuities and kickbacks.


15. All bid items are to be NEW and most current production, unless otherwise specified.
16. PAYMENT FOR PURCHASES: Except as otherwise agreed to: late payment charges may be assessed against the user state agency in the amount and


under the conditions set forth in section 13-1-158 NMSA 1978.
17. WORKERS COMPENSATION: The Contractor agrees to comply with state laws and rules pertaining to workers compensation benefits for its employees.


If the Contractor fails to comply with Workers Compensation Act and applicable rules when required to do so, this (Agreement) may
be terminated by the contracting agency.


18. GENERAL SERVICES STATEWIDE PRICE AGREEMENT: Any purchase order entered into pursuant to a Statewide Price Agreement incorporates by
this language all the terms and conditions of that Statewide Price Agreement and by accepting payment under this purchase order the Contractor agrees
to and accepts all the terms and conditions of the Statewide Price Agreement.


.
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NEW MEXICO DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


PROFESSIONAL SERVICES CONTRACT #27002 
 


THIS AGREEMENT is made and entered into by and between the State of New Mexico, NEW 
MEXICO DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, hereinafter referred to as the “Agency,” and 
SKDKnickerbocker, LLC, hereinafter referred to as the “Contractor,” and is effective as of the date 
set forth below upon which it is executed by the General Services Department/State Purchasing 
Division (GSD/SPD Contracts Review Bureau).  
 
IT IS AGREED BETWEEN THE PARTIES: 
 
1. Scope of Work. 


The Contractor shall perform the following work: 
 


Contractor will provide the following services in connection with the NMDOJ's Epstein/Maxwell 
survivor public relations engagement: 


 
Survivor Outreach & Connection Services 
Contractor will leverage its existing relationships within the Epstein and Maxwell survivor 
community to: 
• Identify and conduct outreach to survivors of Jeffrey Epstein and Ghislaine Maxwell who 


have New Mexico connections, including individuals associated with the Zorro Ranch. 
• Provide guidance on how the NMDOJ can communicate with survivors in a manner that 


builds trust, respects trauma, and encourages ongoing engagement with the State's efforts. 
• Coordinate with survivor legal counsel, advocates, and support organizations to ensure that 


outreach efforts align with survivors’ legal interests and personal preferences regarding 
public engagement. 


• Support the development of a survivor engagement framework that can be sustained 
beyond the initial term of this engagement, establishing lasting channels of communication 
between the NMDOJ and the survivor community. 


 
Stakeholder & Community Communications 
• Advise the NMDOJ on communications with New Mexico-based victim advocacy 


organizations, survivor support groups, and community stakeholders relevant to the 
Epstein/Maxwell matter. 


• Support the NMDOJ in developing public-facing materials that inform New Mexico 
residents about the State's survivor engagement efforts and accountability work. 


• Facilitate coordination between the NMDOJ communications team and national survivor 
advocacy networks with which Contractor has established relationships. 


 
Public Relations Strategy — Epstein/Maxwell Survivor Narrative 


 
 
 
 


STATE OF NEW MEXICO 
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• Develop and implement a comprehensive public relations strategy specifically tailored to 
the NMDOJ's communications obligations regarding Epstein/Maxwell survivors with New 
Mexico connections. 


• Advise the NMDOJ on media positioning, message development, and narrative framing 
that reflects trauma-informed principles and centers survivor dignity. 


• Prepare key messaging documents, talking points, and media statements for use by 
NMDOJ leadership in connection with survivor-related announcements, proceedings, or 
inquiries. 


• Provide strategic guidance on the timing and sequencing of public communications to 
protect survivor privacy, manage legal sensitivities, and advance the State's accountability 
narrative. 


Media Relations & Earned Media Management 
• Serve as the primary communications intermediary between the NMDOJ and media outlets 
• reporting on Epstein/Maxwell-related survivor matters in New Mexico. 


 
• Manage incoming media inquiries on survivor-related topics, ensuring consistent, legally 


vetted, and trauma-sensitive responses. 
• Proactively identify and pursue earned media opportunities that advance the State's 


narrative of accountability and survivor support, including placement of opinion content, 
interviews with senior NMDOJ officials, and coordination with national media contacts 
familiar with Epstein/Maxwell coverage. 


• Monitor media coverage of Epstein/Maxwell survivor matters with a New Mexico nexus 
and provide real-time alerts and response recommendations to the NMDOJ. 


 
Crisis Communications Preparedness 
• Develop a crisis communications protocol for the NMDOJ specifically addressing 


scenarios arising from Epstein/Maxwell survivor disclosures, legal developments, or 
adverse media coverage. 


• Provide rapid-response communications counsel as needed in connection with breaking 
developments in Epstein/Maxwell-related litigation, legislative activity, or media reporting 
that implicates New Mexico. 


• Advise NMDOJ leadership on communications in the event of new survivor disclosures, 
document releases, or judicial proceedings that require immediate public response. 


 
2. Compensation. 
 
The Agency shall pay to the Contractor in full payment for services satisfactorily performed at 


the rate of Thirty thousand dollars ($30,000.00) per month in FY26. The New Mexico gross receipts 
tax (not to exceed 8.3%) levied on the amounts payable under this Agreement in FY26 totaling 
($3,901.00) shall be paid by the Agency to the Contractor. The total amount payable to the 
Contractor under this Agreement, including gross receipts tax and expenses, shall not exceed 
($50,901.00) in FY26. 


 
The Agency shall pay to the Contractor in full payment for services satisfactorily performed at 


the rate of Thirty thousand dollars ($30,000.00) per month in FY27. The New Mexico gross receipts 
tax (not to exceed 8.3%) levied on the amounts payable under this Agreement in FY27 totaling 
($25,979.00) shall be paid by the Agency to the Contractor. The total amount payable to the 
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Contractor under this Agreement, including gross receipts tax and expenses, shall not exceed 
($338,979.00) in FY27. 
 
The total amount payable to the Contractor under this Agreement, including gross receipts tax 
and expenses, shall not exceed ($389,880.00). This amount is a maximum and not a guarantee 
that the work assigned to be performed by Contractor under this Agreement shall equal the 
amount stated herein. The parties do not intend for the Contractor to continue to provide 
services without compensation when the total compensation amount is reached. Contractor is 
responsible for notifying the Agency when the services provided under this Agreement reach the 
total compensation amount. In no event will the Contractor be paid for services provided in 
excess of the total compensation amount without this Agreement being amended in writing prior 
to those services in excess of the total compensation amount being provided. 
 


B. Payment in FY26, FY27, is subject to availability of funds pursuant to the 
Appropriations Paragraph set forth below and to any negotiations between the parties from year to 
year pursuant to Paragraph 1, Scope of Work, and to approval by the GSD/SPD. All invoices MUST 
BE received by the Agency no later than fifteen (15) days after the termination of the Fiscal Year in 
which the services were delivered. Invoices received after such date WILL NOT BE PAID. 


 
C. Contractor must submit a detailed statement accounting for all services performed and 
expenses incurred. If the Agency finds that the services are not acceptable, within thirty (30) days after 
the date of receipt of written notice from the Contractor that payment is requested (“Acceptance 
Period”), it shall provide the Contractor a letter of exception explaining the defect or objection to the 
services, and outlining steps the Contractor may take to provide remedial action. Agency’s failure to 
provide a letter of exception during the Acceptance Period shall be deemed acceptance of the 
applicable services.  Upon the sooner of (i) expiration of the Acceptance Period without exception or 
(ii) certification by the Agency that the services have been received and accepted, payment shall be 
tendered to the Contractor within thirty days after the date of acceptance. If payment is made by mail, 
the payment shall be deemed tendered on the date it is postmarked. However, the agency shall not 
incur late charges, interest, or penalties for failure to make payment within the time specified herein.  
 
3. Term. 


THIS AGREEMENT SHALL NOT BECOME EFFECTIVE UNTIL APPROVED BY THE 
GSD/SPD Contracts Review Bureau. This Agreement shall terminate on May 12, 2027 unless 
terminated pursuant to paragraph 4 (Termination), or paragraph 5 (Appropriations). In accordance 
with NMSA 1978, § 13-1-150, no contract term for a professional services contract, including 
extensions and renewals, shall exceed four years, except as set forth in NMSA 1978, § 13-1-150. 
 
4. Termination. 


A. Grounds. The Agency may terminate this Agreement for convenience or cause.  The 
Contractor may only terminate this Agreement based upon the Agency’s uncured, material breach of 
this Agreement. 


B. Notice; Agency Opportunity to Cure.   
1. Except as otherwise provided in Paragraph (4)(B)(3), the Agency shall give 


Contractor written notice of termination at least thirty (30) days prior to the intended date of 
termination.   


2. Contractor shall give Agency written notice of termination at least thirty (30) 
days prior to the intended date of termination, which notice shall (i) identify all the Agency’s material 
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breaches of this Agreement upon which the termination is based and (ii) state what the Agency must 
do to cure such material breaches.  Contractor’s notice of termination shall only be effective (i) if the 
Agency does not cure all material breaches within the thirty (30) day notice period or (ii) in the case 
of material breaches that cannot be cured within thirty (30) days, the Agency does not, within the thirty 
(30) day notice period, notify the Contractor of its intent to cure and begin with due diligence to cure 
the material breach.   


 
3.  Notwithstanding the foregoing, this Agreement may be terminated immediately 


upon written notice to the Contractor (i) if the Contractor becomes unable to perform the services 
contracted for, as determined by the Agency; (ii) if, during the term of this Agreement, the Contractor 
is suspended or debarred by the State Purchasing Agent; or (iii) the Agreement is terminated pursuant 
to Paragraph 5, “Appropriations”, of this Agreement. 


 
C. Liability. In the event this Agreement is terminated by Agency for cause, Contractor 


shall only be entitled to payment for services provided up to the notice date.  Where (i) Contractor 
terminates this Agreement for cause or (ii) Agency terminates this Agreement for convenience, 
Agency shall pay Contractor for all services provided or agreed upon for future release by Contractor 
up to the effective date of termination.  Notwithstanding the foregoing, a notice of termination shall 
not nullify or otherwise affect either party’s liability for pre-termination defaults under or breaches of 
this Agreement. The Contractor shall submit an invoice for such work within thirty (30) days of 
receiving or sending the notice of termination. THIS PROVISION IS NOT EXCLUSIVE AND DOES 
NOT WAIVE THE AGENCY’S OTHER LEGAL RIGHTS AND REMEDIES CAUSED BY THE 
CONTRACTOR'S DEFAULT/BREACH OF THIS AGREEMENT. 


 
D. Termination Management. Immediately upon receipt by either the Agency or the 


Contractor of notice of termination of this Agreement, the Contractor shall: 1) not incur any further 
obligations for salaries, services or any other expenditure of funds under this Agreement without 
written approval of the Agency; 2) comply with all directives issued by the Agency in the notice of 
termination as to the performance of work under this Agreement; and 3) take such action as the Agency 
shall direct for the protection, preservation, retention or transfer of all property titled to the Agency 
and records generated under this Agreement. Any non-expendable personal property or equipment 
provided to or purchased by the Contractor with contract funds shall become property of the Agency 
upon termination and shall be submitted to the agency as soon as practicable. 


 
5. Appropriations. 


The terms of this Agreement are contingent upon sufficient appropriations and authorization 
being made by the Legislature of New Mexico for the performance of this Agreement. If sufficient 
appropriations and authorization are not made by the Legislature, this Agreement shall terminate 
immediately upon written notice being given by the Agency to the Contractor. The Agency's decision 
as to whether sufficient appropriations are available shall be accepted by the Contractor and shall be 
final. If the Agency proposes an amendment to the Agreement to unilaterally reduce funding, the 
Contractor shall have the option to terminate the Agreement or to agree to the reduced funding, within 
thirty (30) days of receipt of the proposed amendment. 
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6. Status of Contractor. 


The Contractor and its agents and employees are independent contractors performing 
professional services for the Agency and are not employees of the State of New Mexico. The 
Contractor and its agents and employees shall not accrue leave, retirement, insurance, bonding, 
use of state vehicles, or any other benefits afforded to employees of the State of New Mexico as a 
result of this Agreement. The Contractor acknowledges that all sums received hereunder are 
reportable by the Contractor for tax purposes, including without limitation, self-employment and 
business income tax. The Contractor agrees not to purport to bind the State of New Mexico unless 
the Contractor has express written authority to do so, and then only within the strict limits of that 
authority. 
 
7. Assignment. 


The Contractor shall not assign or transfer any interest in this Agreement or assign any 
claims for money due or to become due under this Agreement without the prior written approval 
of the Agency. 
 
8. Subcontracting. 


The Contractor shall not subcontract any portion of the services to be performed under this 
Agreement without the prior written approval of the Agency. No such subcontract shall relieve 
the primary Contractor from its obligations and liabilities under this Agreement, nor shall any 
subcontract obligate direct payment from the Procuring Agency. 
 
9. Release. 


Final payment of the amounts due under this Agreement shall operate as a release of the 
Agency, its officers and employees, and the State of New Mexico from all liabilities, claims and 
obligations whatsoever arising from or under this Agreement. 
 
10. Confidentiality. 


Any confidential information provided to or developed by one party (the “Disclosing 
Party”) and received by the other party (the “Recipient”) in the performance of this Agreement 
shall be kept confidential and shall not be used or made available to any individual or organization 
by the Recipient without the prior written approval of the Disclosing Party.  Notwithstanding the 
foregoing, confidential information shall not include any information that: (i) is generally available 
to or becomes known to the public through no act of the Recipient in breach of this Agreement; 
(ii) was previously known by the Recipient as evidenced by written records through no act in 
breach of any confidentiality agreement; (iii) was independently developed by the Recipient 
without the use of any confidential information of the Disclosing Party as evidenced by written 
records; or (iv) was disclosed to the Recipient by a third-party under no obligation of 
confidentiality to the Disclosing Party. 
 
11. Product of Service -- Copyright. 


All materials developed or acquired by the Contractor under this Agreement shall become 
the property of the State of New Mexico and shall be delivered to the Agency no later than the 
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termination date of this Agreement. Nothing developed or produced, in whole or in part, by the 
Contractor under this Agreement shall be the subject of an application for copyright or other claim 
of ownership by or on behalf of the Contractor. 
 
12. Conflict of Interest; Governmental Conduct Act. 


A. The Contractor represents and warrants that it presently has no interest and, during 
the term of this Agreement, shall not acquire any interest, direct or indirect, which would conflict 
in any manner or degree with the performance or services required under the Agreement. 
 


B. The Contractor further represents and warrants that it has complied with, and, 
during the term of this Agreement, will continue to comply with, and that this Agreement complies 
with all applicable provisions of the Governmental Conduct Act, Chapter 10, Article 16 NMSA 
1978. Without in anyway limiting the generality of the foregoing, the Contractor specifically 
represents and warrants that: 


1) in accordance with NMSA 1978, § 10-16-4.3, the Contractor does not 
employ, has not employed, and will not employ during the term of this Agreement any 
Agency employee while such employee was or is employed by the Agency and 
participating directly or indirectly in the Agency’s contracting process; 


2) this Agreement complies with NMSA 1978, § 10-16-7(A) because (i) the 
Contractor is not a public officer or employee of the State; (ii) the Contractor is not a 
member of the family of a public officer or employee of the State; (iii) the Contractor is 
not a business in which a public officer or employee or the family of a public officer or 
employee has a substantial interest; or (iv) if the Contractor is a public officer or employee 
of the State, a member of the family of a public officer or employee of the State, or a 
business in which a public officer or employee of the State or the family of a public officer 
or employee of the State has a substantial interest, public notice was given as required by 
NMSA 1978, § 10-16-7(A) and this Agreement was awarded pursuant to a competitive 
process; 


3) in accordance with NMSA 1978, § 10-16-8(A), (i) the Contractor is not, and 
has not been represented by, a person who has been a public officer or employee of the 
State within the preceding year and whose official act directly resulted in this Agreement 
and (ii) the Contractor is not, and has not been assisted in any way regarding this transaction 
by, a former public officer or employee of the State whose official act, while in State 
employment, directly resulted in the Agency's making this Agreement; 


4) this Agreement complies with NMSA 1978, § 10-16-9(A)because (i) the 
Contractor is not a legislator; (ii) the Contractor is not a member of a legislator's family; 
(iii) the Contractor is not a business in which a legislator or a legislator's family has a 
substantial interest; or (iv) if the Contractor is a legislator, a member of a legislator’s 
family, or a business in which a legislator or a legislator's family has a substantial interest, 
disclosure has been made as required by NMSA 1978, § 10-16-7(A), this Agreement is not 
a sole source or small purchase contract, and this Agreement was awarded in accordance 
with the provisions of the Procurement Code; 


5) in accordance with NMSA 1978, § 10-16-13, the Contractor has not directly 
participated in the preparation of specifications, qualifications or evaluation criteria for this 
Agreement or any procurement related to this Agreement; and 
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6) in accordance with NMSA 1978, § 10-16-3 and § 10-16-13.3, the 
Contractor has not contributed, and during the term of this Agreement shall not contribute, 
anything of value to a public officer or employee of the Agency. 


 
C. Contractor’s representations and warranties in Paragraphs A and B of this Article 


12 are material representations of fact upon which the Agency relied when this Agreement was 
entered into by the parties. Contractor shall provide immediate written notice to the Agency if, at 
any time during the term of this Agreement, Contractor learns that Contractor’s representations 
and warranties in Paragraphs A and B of this Article 12 were erroneous on the effective date of 
this Agreement or have become erroneous by reason of new or changed circumstances. If it is later 
determined that Contractor’s representations and warranties in Paragraphs A and B of this Article 
12 were erroneous on the effective date of this Agreement or have become erroneous by reason of 
new or changed circumstances, in addition to other remedies available to the Agency and 
notwithstanding anything in the Agreement to the contrary, the Agency may immediately 
terminate the Agreement. 
 


D. All terms defined in the Governmental Conduct Act have the same meaning in this 
Article 12(B). 
 
13. Amendment. 


A. This Agreement shall not be altered, changed or amended except by instrument in 
writing executed by the parties hereto and all other required signatories. 
 


B. If the Agency proposes an amendment to the Agreement to unilaterally reduce 
funding due to budget or other considerations, the Contractor shall, within thirty (30) days of 
receipt of the proposed Amendment, have the option to terminate the Agreement, pursuant to the 
termination provisions as set forth in Article 4 herein, or to agree to the reduced funding. 
 
14. Merger. 


This Agreement incorporates all the Agreements, covenants and understandings between 
the parties hereto concerning the subject matter hereof, and all such covenants, Agreements and 
understandings have been merged into this written Agreement. No prior Agreement or 
understanding, oral or otherwise, of the parties or their agents shall be valid or enforceable unless 
embodied in this Agreement. 
 
15. Penalties for violation of law. 


The Procurement Code, NMSA 1978 §§ 13-1-28 through 13-1-199, imposes civil and 
criminal penalties for its violation. In addition, the New Mexico criminal statutes impose felony 
penalties for illegal bribes, gratuities and kickbacks. 
 
16. Equal Opportunity Compliance. 


The Contractor agrees to abide by all federal and state laws and rules and regulations, and 
executive orders of the Governor of the State of New Mexico, pertaining to equal employment 
opportunity. In accordance with all such laws of the State of New Mexico, the Contractor assures 
that no person in the United States shall, on the grounds of race, religion, color, national origin, 
ancestry, sex, age, physical or mental handicap, or serious medical condition, spousal affiliation, 
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sexual orientation or gender identity, be excluded from employment with or participation in, be 
denied the benefits of, or be otherwise subjected to discrimination under any program or activity 
performed under this Agreement. If Contractor is found not to be in compliance with these 
requirements during the life of this Agreement, Contractor agrees to take appropriate steps to 
correct these deficiencies. 
 
17. Applicable Law. 


The laws of the State of New Mexico shall govern this Agreement, without giving effect 
to its choice of law provisions. Venue shall be proper only in a New Mexico court of competent 
jurisdiction in accordance with NMSA 1978, § 38-3-1 (G). By execution of this Agreement, 
Contractor acknowledges and agrees to the jurisdiction of the courts of the State of New Mexico 
over any and all lawsuits arising under or out of any term of this Agreement. 
 
18. Workers Compensation. 


The Contractor agrees to comply with state laws and rules applicable to workers 
compensation benefits for its employees. If the Contractor fails to comply with the Workers 
Compensation Act and applicable rules when required to do so, this Agreement may be terminated 
by the Agency. 


 
19. Liability Insurance Requirements.  


The Contractor shall maintain, at its own expense, Professional Liability and/or General 
Liability insurance coverage in the amount of $1,000,000 per occurrence. The Contractor agrees 
to provide the State with a valid Certificate of Insurance (COI) evidencing such coverage. The 
COI shall be submitted to the Director of Business Operations and must demonstrate that 
appropriate insurance coverage is in effect for the duration of this Agreement.  
 
20. Records and Financial Audit. 


The Contractor shall maintain detailed time and expenditure records that indicate the date; 
time, nature and cost of services rendered during the Agreement’s term and effect and retain them 
for a period of three (3) years from the date of final payment under this Agreement. The records 
shall be subject to inspection by the Agency, the General Services Department/State Purchasing 
Division and the State Auditor. The Agency shall have the right to audit billings both before and 
after payment. Payment under this Agreement shall not foreclose the right of the Agency to recover 
excessive or illegal payments 
 
21. Indemnification. 


The Contractor shall defend, indemnify and hold harmless the Agency and the State of 
New Mexico from all actions, proceeding, claims, demands, costs, damages, attorneys’ fees and 
all other liabilities and expenses of any kind from any source which may arise out of a claim by a 
third party related to Contractor’s performance of this Agreement, or caused by the negligent act 
or failure to act of the Contractor, its officers, employees, servants, subcontractors or agents, or if 
caused by the actions of any client of the Contractor resulting in injury or damage to persons or 
property during the time when the Contractor or any officer, agent, employee, servant or 
subcontractor thereof has or is performing services pursuant to this Agreement. In the event that 
any action, suit or proceeding related to the services performed by the Contractor or any officer, 
agent, employee, servant or subcontractor under this Agreement is brought by a third-party against 
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the Contractor, the Contractor shall, as soon as practicable but no later than two (2) days after it 
receives notice thereof, notify the legal counsel of the Agency and the Risk Management Division 
of the New Mexico General Services Department by certified mail. 
 
22. New Mexico Employees Health Coverage. 


A. If Contractor has, or grows to, six (6) or more employees who work, or who are 
expected to work, an average of at least 20 hours per week over a six (6) month period during the 
term of the contract, Contractor certifies, by signing this agreement, to have in place, and agree to 
maintain for the term of the contract, health insurance for those employees and offer that health 
insurance to those employees if the expected annual value in the aggregate of any and all contracts 
between Contractor and the State exceed $250,000 dollars. 
 


B. Contractor agrees to maintain a record of the number of employees who have (a) 
accepted health insurance; (b) declined health insurance due to other health insurance coverage 
already in place; or (c) declined health insurance for other reasons. These records are subject to 
review and audit by a representative of the state. 
 


C. Contractor agrees to advise all employees of the availability of State publicly 
financed health care coverage. 
 
23. Invalid Term or Condition. 


If any term or condition of this Agreement shall be held invalid or unenforceable, the 
remainder of this Agreement shall not be affected and shall be valid and enforceable. 
 
24. Enforcement of Agreement. 


A party's failure to require strict performance of any provision of this Agreement shall not 
waive or diminish that party's right thereafter to demand strict compliance with that or any other 
provision. No waiver by a party of any of its rights under this Agreement shall be effective unless 
express and in writing, and no effective waiver by a party of any of its rights shall be effective to 
waive any other rights. 
 
25. Notices. 


Any notice required to be given to either party by this Agreement shall be in writing and 
shall be delivered in person, by courier service or by U.S. mail, either first class or certified, return 
receipt requested, postage prepaid, as follows: 


 
To the Agency:  
NMDOJ 
Lauren Rodriguez 
408 Galisteo St. 
Santa Fe, NM 87501 
LRodriguez@nmdoj.gov 
 


 To the Contractor:  
 SKDK 
 1150 18th St. NW Suite 800 
 Washington, DC 20036 
 jhooks@skdknick.com 
 



mailto:LRodriguez@nmdoj.gov

mailto:jhooks@skdknick.com
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26. Authority. 


If Contractor is other than a natural person, the individual(s) signing this Agreement on 
behalf of Contractor represents and warrants that he or she has the power and authority to bind 
Contractor, and that no further action, resolution, or approval from Contractor is necessary to enter 
into a binding contract.  
 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have executed this Agreement as of the date of 
signature by the GSD/SPD Contracts Review Bureau below. 
 
 
 
By: ____________________________________________  Date:_____________ 


Jeannette Chavez 
Agency 


 
 
 
By: ____________________________________________  Date:_____________ 


Glenn Hasler 
Agency’s Legal Counsel – Certifying legal sufficiency 


 
 
 
By: ____________________________________________  Date:_____________ 


Rachel Apodaca 
Agency’s Chief Financial Officer 


 
 
 
By: ____________________________________________  Date:_____________ 


Contractor 
 
 
The records of the Taxation and Revenue Department reflect that the Contractor is registered with 
the Taxation and Revenue Department of the State of New Mexico to pay gross receipts and/or 
compensating taxes. 
 
ID Number: 03-713845-00-6 
 
 
 
By: ____________________________________________  Date:_____________ 


Taxation and Revenue Department 
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This Agreement has been approved by the GSD/SPD Contracts Review Bureau: 
 
 
 
By: ____________________________________________  Date:_____________ 


GSD/SPD Contracts Review Bureau 












