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By Mike Easterling
measterling@sfnewmexican.com

Getting from Santa Fe to Los Angeles
and vice versa became a little easier
Monday when American Airlines began
daily nonstop service between the two
cities.

The inaugural American Airlines
flight from Los Angeles International
Airport touched down at Santa Fe
Regional Airport a little after 3:30 p.m.
Monday and was greeted by a water

cannon salute, courtesy of the Santa Fe
Fire Department. The flight was full,
a good sign for Santa Fe o∞cials who
have worked for years to persuade a
carrier to bring back nonstop service
between the two cities.

Stuart Kirk, executive director of the
Northern NewMexico Air Alliance,
also known as Fly Santa Fe, was among
the local dignitaries who gathered at the
airport to greet the flight. The alliance
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Red carpet for return
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By Cormac Dodd
cdodd@sfnewmexican.com

In her fifth season coaching her daughter’s soccer team
in Santa Fe, Elizabeth Barrett knows firsthand about the
condition of local parks.

“Like, there’s no working bathroom at any park in Santa
Fe, you know,” Barrett said. “I’m always there [coaching]
and there are always like 800 people using two porta pot-
ties that are gross.”

A crowded field of four candidates — all of them
political newcomers and all Democrats, though the race is
nonpartisan — are vying to succeed City Councilor Carol
Romero-Wirth, who is opting not to seek a third term in
the District 2 seat. The district encompasses an eastern
portion of the city that includes the Zia Road and St.
Michael’s Drive corridors.

District 2 race
focuses on city
services and
affordability
Field of four political newcomers vying for
seat of departing Carol Romero-Wirth

Winding journey underway

By Carina Julig
cjulig@sfnewmexican.com

S helves of books stand untouched in
the Fogelson Library at Santa Fe’s
midtown campus, which is a treasure
trove of other items, including library

posters, old literary journals, electronics and
even kitchen appliances, which lie stashed in

the library’s basement.
“This place is an enigma in the way it was

just left,” said Carly Venditti, asset develop-
ment manager for the city’s Metropolitan
Redevelopment Agency, during a tour of the
library last month.

The Fogelson collection previously
included artwork and antiquities, but most
of those have been moved to storage sites o≠

the campus.
Formerly the library of the College of

Santa Fe and then the Santa Fe University of
Art and Design, Fogelson in the future will
join the Santa Fe Public Library system as
part of the ongoing redevelopment of the
midtown campus on St. Michael’s Drive,

Work on the midtown redevelopment moving forward in earnest recently after several delays

By Thomas Beaumont and Rebecca Santana
Associated Press

SACRAMENTO, Calif. — U.S. Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement is spending millions of dollars on televi-
sion advertising in select metro areas around the country,
an Associated Press tally found, aimed at recruiting local
o∞cers frustrated with their cities’ restrictions on immi-
gration enforcement into President Donald Trump’s mass
deportation e≠orts.

“You took an oath to protect and serve, to keep your
family, your city, safe,” the narrator says, as images of the
cities targeted and ICE agents arresting people move

New ads airing in
Albuquerque aim
to recruit local
police into ICE

MICHAEL G. SEAMANS/THE NEW MEXICAN

From left, Assets Development Manager Carly Venditti leads City Manager Mark Scott and Communications Director Regina Ruiz on a tour
of the Fogelson Library last month. It was the first time Scott, who joined the city in February and is now leading the midtown redevelop-
ment, had been to the library. “When you see this, it makes you want to invest the money to make it as great as it can be,” Scott said.

City Council weighs priorities
with few meetings left in ’25
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Supreme Court’s new term will contend with Trump tests of executive power
By Ann E. Marimow and Abbie VanSickle
The New York Times

WASHINGTON—When the nine
justices of the Supreme Court return to
their raised mahogany bench each year

on the first Monday of October, it typ-
ically marks the end of a three-month
stretch of rest and reflection.

But this summer’s traditional recess
was anything but a cooling-o≠ period.

Instead, the justices churned through

emergency requests from the Trump
administration that sharply divided the
court along ideological lines, in a reflec-
tion of howmuch President Donald
Trump’s agenda has consumed their
calendar.

The president’s policies will have an
even more central role in the term that
began Monday, after the justices agreed
to take three cases with broad conse-
quences for his agenda. In November,
they will hear arguments about the

legality of Trump’s sweeping tari≠s,
a centerpiece of his trade strategy. In
December, they will consider Trump’s
e≠orts to wrest control of independent

MIKE EASTERLING/THE NEW MEXICAN

Passengers disembark Monday from the first nonstop
American Airlines flight from Los Angeles International
Airport to Santa Fe Regional Airport since the service
ended in approximately 2015. Advocates hoped the return
of the flights won’t just cater to the film industry, point-
ing to L.A. residents who work with LANL and the Thorn-
burg Foundation, traveling doctors and nurses and those
who work in the financial sector as likely users.

City officials say nonstop service to Los Angeles will help
area film industry, give Santa Fe more ease and prestige
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Join us for our next Lunch & Learn Event!Did you work at
Sandia/Los Alamos
Laboratory or a
Uranium Site?

October 14, 2025
11:00am – 1:00pm

Flying Tortilla
4250 Cerrillos Road
Santa Fe, NM

505-230-3862
CNSCares.com/NM
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Oscar Rodriguez stands out as one of the most capable leaders I’ve

worked with. I’ve seen his integrity and hands-on approach in action,

delivering results that truly make a difference.
—Dr. Camille Barnett, former City Manager of Austin, TX
Oscar Rodriguez knows how to get things done. When city veterans’

funds were at risk, he stepped in, called a special Council meeting, and

secured the money—showing his steady leadership and real experience.

—Chris Calvert, Santa Fe City Councilor (2006–14)
Leadership, integrity, and an unwavering commitment to excellence —

Oscar Rodriguez is the real deal! He took the lead and got the stalled

Taos airport expansion and 911 center relocation done in under two

years through complex negotiations with key parties. He did it with his

extensive knowledge and background in government! That’s capable

leadership that gets results!—Darren Cordova, Mayor of Taos (2010–2014)

Oscar Rodriguez’s leadership is rooted in experience, heritage, and

diligence. As one of our own, he’s carried the values of our Lipan

ancestors through years of service, helping our tribe and now ready

to serve Santa Fe.—Bernard F. Barcena Jr., Chairman, Lipan Apache Tribe
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