Most reporters have spent

most of their adult lives watch-
ing, studying and reporting on
the activities of politicians, from

ed

the new mexicon staht

reaucrats.

citizen advisors on appointed

boards to those elected to the
highest offices in the land.

From My years covering poli-
tics, 1 have determined, among
other things, that:

« Nearly everyone running for
higher office has a hidden agen-
da.

+ The reason incumbents are
hard to beat is not because
they're so great, but they really
have to screw up before they're
booted out by the voters.

But there is something special
and complelely refreshing about
thosc who are seecking office tor
the first time, and the crop of

— RATES
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$10.2 million to reflect lower depreciation rates
than originally expected. The request was cut
even more after the Supreme Court ruled money
from Yellow Pages adverlising should be consid-
ered in rate cases.

Commissioner John Elliott proposed the In-
crease that the commission settled upon Monday.

Elliott's motion also included a rate schedule.
But chairman Eric Serpa asked that Elliott
amend the motion to give the commission more
time to study rate adjustments.

Serna said after the meeting he wanted *'to en-
sure failrness’ in determining the rate schedule.
He also said he may propose that people on fixed
incomes or with low incomes be granted a smaller
increase.

But Serna said he would not support the idea i{ it
meant other rcsidential customers had to subsi-
dize people on tixed incomes.

Trujillo said the company probably will ask that
most of the burden of the increase be placed on
residential customers.

“'If we put it on long-distance service, for exam-
ple, it's a competitive market and we aren’t guar-
anteed we'll get the money,” he said, meaning
people could discontinue making long distance
telephone calls with Mouniain Bell if that was the
ouly area affected by the increase.

Trujllle estimated the average residential cus-
tomers’ telephone bill would increase about 34 a
month if the '“‘majority of the intrease went to
local bills_ "

Mountain Bell was last granted a rate increase
in July 1981.

Trujillo said the 1981 rate case amounted to an
increase of about $3 a month for the average resi-
dential customer.

Serna said, “The company should take mea-
sures to be economical and should be able te get
by onthat (ihe $29.9 million) figure.”

He said another factor in deciding the rate
schedule would be the effect it will have on a rate
reduction put into effect in December.

Serna said he did not want customers ta lose the
reduction, which came from a stipulation reached
between the commission and Mountain Bell after
the Yellow Pages decislon.

Mountain Bell residential and business custom-
ers’ bills decreased by about $1.25 a month be-
cause of the December stipulation. The decrease
was to continue until Feb. 20, Serna said.

1 we put this increase into effect today it wipes
out the reduction,” he said.

Serna said he hoped a rate schedule could be
agreed upon by the end of next week.

Auto emissions test
unfair, lawyer says

ALBUQUERQUE (AP) — Bernalillo County's
automobile emissions testing program is irration-
al because it exempts the worst polluters, says an
attorney for Albugquerque motorists challenging
the program.

Attorney Bruce Pasternack told District Judge
Philip Ashby on Monday that the law enforcing the
program is unfair because it’s not applied equally
to everyone.

Under the law, vehicles made before 1968 are
exempted from the inspections and Pasternack
said those are the vehicles **that pollute the
most.’”’

candidates for the Santa Fe
school board is no exception.

Ol the even dozen contenders
for two slots, two have prior ex-
perience in running campaigns,
while experience of the others in
lhe palitical arena range (rom
nothing to a little.

Novices cannot display their
records to show how great they
are. They are hardpressed to dis-
tinguish between what
would like to di and what they
think really can get done. They
all say they will bring to the ioh
the qualilications
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elected-

ballot.

they 1974).

annagirated apanle
anbointed neople.

that have

made them successful business-
men, parents, engineers and bu-

1 am happy o repart that the
field 15 not only large. but very
interestced in the well-being of the
public schools. Each candidate is
offering the benefit of his or her
prior life and career experiences
to show why he or she should be

There are 10 candidates run-
ning for Position 1 on the Feb. 1
Only one, Jake Castel-
lano, has made a prior bid for
public office (the ran unsuccess-
tfully for Santa Fe County clerk in
Regretiably,
polls close on Feb. 1, there will
be only une winner, and nine dis-

The cvandidates are: Edward

ance agent;

lege. Don R. Baca,

power specialist.
when the
thing became
How eavs

Ytuarte, an engineer; Cassandra
Schackel, a former educator and
now business manager [or her
husband, an arthodontist; Thom-
as Padilla, city personnel direc-

Evereft *Skip' Burgett,
W.E. Joe Bates.
manpower specialist with North-
ern New Mexico Community Col-
insurarnce
agent and former coach; and
Castellano, a mental health man-

Each of the candidales was in-
terviewed last week, and one
pawnfully clear:
the charee would be if
we could take the best from each

ByJUDY WILEY
The New Mexican Staft

The horizon at Lamy is marked
by a cross thrust high above shiny
rails winding through the town.

The old church, the railroad sta-
tion and Legal Tender restaurant
are Lamy's claims to fame, and
one of them is decaying dangerous-
ly. The Lamy Community Associa-
tion wants to save Our Lady of
Light church before it falls to ruin.

The building is so torn by time,
Our Lady of Light is a sadly appro-
priate name for the church — day-
light can be seen through cracks in
the walls.

*It needs major repairs," said
Connie Doughman, a member of
the association. *'In this communi-
ty with all the people in the building
trades we can do it, but it's a big
job."

Shards of the steeple’'s wood
frame lie on the greound in front of
the church, altesting to the size of
the rebuilding task.

Doughman said the church was
built in the 1920s by community
residents. Apparently, they also
donated the religious statues and
tigurines that still stand on the al-
tar at the front of the church.

Although it hasn't been used for
mass in meore than 10 years,
Doughman said weddings, funerals
and community meetings still take

-+

o

The New Mexican/Mark Lennthan

The CGur Lady of Light church, badly in need of repair, sits alone on
top ofa hill in Lamy. The community hopes to do something soon.

A lot of effort needed

to save Lamy church

place in Our Lady of Light.

When the building is repaired,
Doughman said the community as-
sociation might raise money to buy
a propane tank to heat the building
50 it can be used more often.

Like the rest of the town, the
church stands on land granted to
Archbishop Lamy in the 1800s,
when Lamy was called Galisteg
Junction. Later, Archbishop Lamy
had the church property put into a
trust for the Roman Catholic
Church.

Doughman said the local ar-
chdiocese has said it may be will-
ing to help with restoration,

The tirst chore will be replaster-
ing the outside, Doughman said.
She works with stained glass, and
will be charged with repairing
holes in the bright windows of the
church.

“Idon’t want to do it until there's
some protection for them,”" she
said.

None of the work can begin until
the community association raises
money, Doughman said. A kite-fly-
ing contest and a bake sale are two
ways the community has dis-
cussed.

The association will decide soon
whether church restoration or cre-
ation of a Lamy fire department
witl be its priority for this year.

—PLAN
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Regarding a rock wall surrounding
the property on which the house sits,
which the Public Works Department
plans to move 75 feet to the north,
Chavez said, “That same wall s
R£0INg to look a heck of a lot different
73 feel hack than it is now.'”

He recommended the bhoard deny
the request for demolition of the
house and that the hoard direct the
Public Works Department to come
back with a new plan,

Chavez also said the cily should not
be treated differently than other ap-
plicants.

Art Carcia, a native Santa Fean,
told the board he “‘shivers” when he
has to pass through the precarious
intersection, stating "'l have to put
my life on Lhe line (to go through it)

. two weeks ago, 1 saw three acer-
dents there. Somebody s going to get
hurt one of these davs ... and some-
body's going to have a lawsuit,”’

In hight of the testimony of Chavez”
and other ndividuals, including
Anna Manana. who has spearheaded
a drive to save the house, wall and
sireetscape, Kueifer made a motion
to approve the Public Works Depart-
ment's plan for restructuring the in-
tersection, with the provision the
house be sold and moved, and that a
more detailed design of the rebuilt
rock wall and detalled design of
landscaping at the intersection be x-
ecuted.

Public Works Department Director
Ed Ortiz said it would be feasible to
move the house.
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" School board field offers rich, varied backgrounds

enls, children, teachers,

tor; Ben Mendiola, electrical mpistrators and janitors — all
contractor; Ruben Lovale, cily  a( the same time. hever burn out
recrealion director; Thomas gapd always win re-election by a
Duckweorth, acupunclurist; jandslide.

insur-

children.

ence would help him on

person and combne it all into
one super-board member who
would not only get elected, but
have perfect rapport with par-
ad-

For example: There are lwo
people running as parents, say-
Ing parents need to be represent-
ed on the school board. On the L
other hand, one man who's is on
the ballot says he should be elect-
ed because he doesn’t have any

A candidate with a background
in construction said his expernn-
the
board, while the bureaucrats in

the field of candidates talk about
‘‘cooperation’” with other local
governments for the good of the
schoul system.

There has been no sexual deli-
neation ('Vote for me because
I'm a weman,"") even though the
present board is all male. The
women contenders are the chal-
lenger in Position 2, Margaret
Boland, and Schackel in Position

In Position 2, there are only
two candidates. Art Johnson, the
incumbent, says he can offer his
experience belng °on the in-
side,'” as he said last week. We
assume the incumbent can more
casliy distinguish the pipe dream
from the feasible reality.

— FUNDS—m7m7————
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If the money can not be accounted
for, it may have Lo be paid back,
Goldberg said, The $386,928 in ques-
tion is part of more than $1.8 million
in weatherization grant monies
which the DOE is questioning in New
Mexico.

Santa Fe County Manager Mike
Trujillo said the letter from Goldberg
was not unexpected.

The county has known for several
weeks that serious [linancial prob-
lems existed in the CAP program.
CAP was operated by the city and the
county through an appeointed board
until it was disbanded last spring.

Former CAP director Ruben Gon-
zales-was charged and convicted of
fraud involving the federal low in-
come energy assistance program
and is serving a prisen term.

Although the program is officially
disbanded, it is still overseen by a
nine-member board, which includes
all three counly commissioners,
three city councilers and three lay
persons.

“After city and county officials dis-
covered the mess, they personally
took charge to see the program was
closed down and all the books were
closed,”” the county manager said.

Trujille said the city may have to
share in repaying money because the
CAP program was operated through
a joint powers agreement and jointly
appointed board.

“The way [ look at it, if we shared
in the good, 1 guess we both have to
sharein the bad,’ he said.

Last July, the CAP board tempo-
rarily named county personnel direc-
tor Phil Trujillo as director.

Trujillo had preceeded Gonzales as
CAP director and was familiar with
the operation of the more than 30 pro-
grams under the CAP county umbrel-
la, including Headstart, Senior Citi-
zens day care, home nutrition pro-
grams and various weatherization
and energy assistance programs.

After he took over the program,
Phil Trujille said he discovered the
counly was more than $100,000 in
arrears in federal income lax with-
holding payments, more than $30,000
behind in state unemplovment com-
pensation insurance payments and
had stacks of unpaid bills from land-
lords, vendors, utility companies and
service providers.

The county had a $30,000 perform-
ance bond on Gonzales. and during
his trial the attorney general's office
was able to document more than
$42.000 in fraud. The county was able
to collect this money from the bond-
ing company.

Trujillo said he used all of this
money to pay part of what the county
owed to the IRS,

*1 thought that was the most im-
poertant problem because vou can't
mess with the IRS," he said.

Trujillo said it is impossible to say
how much of the $384,000 being
spought by the state and the federal
government could be cleared up
through additional audits.

“ldon’t think there was any money

taken, just bad management. 1f one
program came up short on money,
the former director just bhorrowed
from another account to make up the
shortfall. There's no documentation
and no rhyme or reason to the book-
keeping.’ Trujillo said.

Goldberg said his department is
only interested 1in the home weather-
jzation monies.

Out of more than $7 million in DOE
weatherization [unds, federal audi-
tors questioned $800.000 in expendi-
tures out of the former Governor's
Office of Community Affairs, which
was supposed to administer the state
level program, and $! million in ex-
penditures from 19 individual local
CAPS, senior cilizens organizations
and Indian groups.

The Santa Fe County CAP made up
the largest part of the $1 million in
quesltioned spending. Las Cruces rep-
resents the next highest figure. Its
CAP program, which also was
rocked by scandal and corruption, is
being asked to account for $209,000
out ol $308,000 received for home
weatherization over the five-year pe-
riod.

Two weeks ago, Goldberg hitred
Brian Sanderoff, a former aide to for-
mer Gov. Bruce King. to review the
weatherization audit exceptions with
local communities and see how many
could be removed.

Under King's administration, San-
deroff was sent in to clean up the
mess in the Governor's Office of
Communily Affairs in the {ederal low
income energy assitance program.
Sanderoff was able 1o reduce $2.1
million in audit exceptions down to
about $450,000.

“Before it is over, Brian may have
to take to the streets and knock on
doors and ask people if they received
insulation {rom the government. He
may have to take a camera and take
pictures so we can prave to the gov-
ernment how this money was used.”
Goldberg said.

Goldberg, who took over the
Human Services Department in Jan-
uary, said the federal home wealher-
ization and low incorme energy assist-
ance programs were transferred to
his department’s administration in
July after the Governor's Office of
Comrmunity Affairs was closed,

Former state director Herman
Grace also was convicted of fraud
and is serving a federal prison term.

*“The Governor's Office of Commu-
nity Affairs was responsible for ad-
ministering the home weatherization
program, and Mr. Grace was the di-
rector at the time these audil defici-
ences were supposed to have oc-
curred, but 1 can’t comment on any
more than that,” Goldherg said.

Goldberg said he hoped New Mexi-
co will have learned from the prob-
lems encountered with the low in.
come energy assistance and home
weatherizalion programs.

“We're poing to try to get some-
thing positive outl of this. We going to
install  administrative procedures
and checks Lo ensure that in the fu-
ture things like this don't happen
again,” he said.

Legislature told to study
possible oil price changes

By The Assoclated Press

A $1 per barrel change in oil prices
cither up or down makes a $2 mithon
difference in state general fund reve-
nues, says Michael Warner, an econ-
omist with the state Department of
Finance and Administration.

State legislators were told Monday
that actions by OPEC mimsters
could have a direct effect on New
Mexico's faltering finances.

Vickie Fisher, state taxation and
revenue secretary, said state finance
experts must study the actions taken
by the Organization of Petroleum kEx-
porting Countries before knowing
what impact, if any, they will have on
the state.

Fisher and Finance Secretary
Denise Fort gave a comprehensive
finance reporl at a joint meeting of
the House Appropriations and
Finance and Taxation and Revenue
committees and the Senate Finance
Committee.

Fort explained Gov. Toney
Anaya’'s strategy for dealing with the
financial problems facing the state.
Anaya will ask the Legislature Lo ap-
prove a 3187 million tax increase
package, which includes a two-year
suspension of tax reductions granted
in 1981,

Fort sa1d that revenue projections
for the current (iscal year made in
December 1981 *“indicated a weak
economy but did not predict a disas-

ter, which is whal has happened.™

Kevised projections, completed in
December 1982, showed state general
fund revenues had been overestimat-
ed by $165 million. Instead of a $58
million surplus, as earlier predicted,
the state faces a $107 deficit.

Fort said the national recession's
impact on New Mexico was the cause
of the sharp decline in the economy
and in state revenues.

there are signs of a recovery. The
recovery is expected to be weak in
the near future, she added.

Over Lhe past decade, personal in-
come grew in New Mexico at an an-
nual average rate of 12.6 percenl.
Fort said a growth of only 9.5 percent
is expected next fiscal year.

Employment had increased al an
average annual rate of 4.5 percent. A
decline of 0.3 percent is expected this
fiscal year. which ends June 30, Fort
said, and the growth in employment
is projected to be only 2.4 percent
next year.

Most of the growth will be in the
construction and service industries,
with no employment increase expect-
ed in the mining and oil and gas In-
dustries, she said.

With no definite action by OPEC,
New Mexico ail prices are expected
to average $32.50 a barrel next year,
a slight increase from the current
price of $31.25, Fort said.



