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Whtle jawer
Gonzales is out
- campaigning,

. Some say other
:.commiissioners
-are seeking
:.more control by
“trying to force
:-out department
riheads

' By BARBARA FERRY_
The New Mexican

The wmds may be shlftmg at the Santa
Fe County, Admmlstratmn Bujlding, with

~ three county commissioners — Joe Griiié,

Paul Duran and Richard Anaya — asserting
more conirol while erstwhile: commission
leader Javier Gonzales is preoccupied with

his re-election campaign, several people
" within county government say.

One county employee said the three com-
missioners have taken advantage of Gonza-
les’ absenice from the County Administra-

~ tion Building to further their own agendas

" the mice are trying to

did pot want to be identi-

- acknowledge the power.
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grab some power for
themselves,” 'said the
county employee, “who

fied, ‘
Though few publicly

shift, - rumors _ have .
spread through county
offices that the three
commissioners . are
behind a move to force
out department heads who are associated
with Gonzales.

County attorney Steve Kopelrnan
resigned last week. Kopelman, who served

Javier Gonzales

_ommissioners wage qulet power struggle

© as county attorney for 3% years, said the

decisicn to leave his $69,500 a year position
was his own. He declined to comment on
whether he had been pressired to leave by

Gring, Duran and Anaya.

“As Debbie Jaramillo said, ‘es tiempo,””

_ Kopelman quipped, a reference 10 a cam-

paign slogan once used by the former
mayor. On Friday, the Santa Fe city manag-
er announced Kopelman had been hired as
an assistant ‘city attorney.

At least two county commissioners said
last week that they expect County Manager
Domingo Sdnchez to be gone before his
contract expires at the end of the year.

- 8anchez, who has also been associated
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whether he expects to remain in the coun-
ty’s top administrative post.

Anaya denied that some of the commis-
sioners are seeking to force Sdnchez out of
the county inanager’s job. But he told a
reporter “I heard (Sanchez) is feeling
burnt out,” and said he thought there was
“a good hkellhood” that Sanchez would
leave the county soon.

Commissioner Duran said that S4nchez
told himn he would not seek to renew his
contract. *I think Domingo has done an
excellent job, but I'm not sure he can take-
us to where we want to go,” Duran said,

‘adding that since Sénchez decided to not

“Tt's 1__1ke the cat’s away and now some of

" Heather Stoker exercises Teddy in.the

» anta Fe 3 reputanon asa polo ,
¥ center has gainéd a2 major boost
~“with a Silico’ “Valley venture
capltahst’s ‘formation of the -
Santa Fg'Horse Park and Palo
Club Ieaturmg a natmnally

. known polo clib manager and instructor,

‘Charles ‘oKesh and his w1fe Maria,
~ bought the 35'acre Santa Fe Polo.~ _
" Grounds from Jim and Pat Warren who
- moyed to Arizona, Charles Kokesh is
owner of Technology Funding, a venture

- .capital firm that moved to Santa Fe from -

: San Mateo; Calif., in 1997

The Kokeshes have scheduled 'é dozen S i

polo tournaments and other equestrian

. -activities for the 1998 season. Marla .
Kokesh is president of the SantaFe |
Horse Park.

The Santa Fe Polo Grounds off Au'port

Road in Santa Fe County, was started
about 25 years ago. It includes a 27-acre
playmg field that uses effluent from the
cxty of Santa Fe" S sewage plant for irriga-
tion and also Serves as a soccer f:eld and
a venue {or uther events. -
Charles Kokesh estlmated there are .;0

" to 25 polo players in an area around
Santa Fe ranging from Belen to Anton
Chico. In the summer, polo teams from

.. Texas, Oktahoma and Mexizo typically

come to town to play because the;r home '

fields are too hot.

By encouraglng all the polo matches

" the Kokeshs hope to revive a polo facﬂ:ty
“they said was active 15 years ago but
-then slipped into “a quiet period.”
-+ “Our thinking is, ‘Let’s see if we can't

" return things to a more active level,
-Charles Kokesh said.
. Caroline Stephenson, owner of Invicta
- ¥arms, has operated her hunterljumper,
: equltanon and Western horse training

9 Horse Fark and Poto Club's indoor arena, .

_ business in a barn at the Santa ‘Fe Horse

. Park for several years. She is happy
- about the change of ownershlp

“My i impression is that it’s great that -

- some horse people have taken over the

Santa Fe Polo Grounds who not only will
support traditional polo but will also give
the community a diverse kmd of equme

_center,” she said.

Stephenson said that Enc
Gppen heimer, a local rancher, has been
running the polortnperatmn and has done
“a great job. ... But with the Kokeshes,
{polo) is going to be expanded and
renewed.”

All of the events at the Santa Fe Horse
Park will result in thousands of dollars
flowing into the Santa Fe economy,

" Julie Graber/The New Mexican

Kate Joyce/For The New Mexican

Gloq( watts patiently while groomer Mark OterI of Santa Fe washes her off at the end of
: the day. _

. Charles Kokesh said. These include not

~ only a series of polo competitions but a
team roping event thatbrings up to 400
teams to town for a weekend.

*It should have a major economic
impact,” he said. “It will have a huge pos-
itive impact on the county.”

The Kokeshes are avid horse people
and both play polo They also are expert
roping and penning competitors. When
they moved to Santa Fe last year, they

- needed a place to stable their steeds,
both polo ponies and guarterhorses.
- “All we wanted was a place to put our
horses,” Charles Kokesh'said. “There

. was llterally not a barn in Santa Fe that

Please see POLO, Page B-5
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with Gonzales, declined to comment on

Please see POWER, Page B-4

Residents worry

relief route will
increase traffic

By BEN NEARY
The New Mexican

The city of Santa Fe has called

. a public meeting for early next

month to hear Casa Solana resi-
dents’ concerns that construe-
tion of interchanges on the
northern- end of the Santa Fe
Relief Route will overrun their
neighbarhood with traffic.

Beverly Garcia, a former city
planning du:'ector lives in Casa
Solana. She says residents have
already seen a sharp increase in
traffic in recent years as new
developments such as Las Cam-
panas and La Tierra have sprung
up northwest of the city.

When completed, the Relief
Route will run around the west
side of the city, carrying traffic
between Interstate 25 on the
south and U.S. 34/285 on the
north, as well as providing an
alternate route for local traffic
now congesting streets such as
Cerrillos Road and Agua Fria
Street.

The Relief Route is scheduled
to open this summer, although in
some places it will only be a two-
lane dirt road at first. When fin-
ished in a few years, it will be a
four-Jane highway, complete with

"a frontage road for much of its

length, The spead limit on the

-route will be 65 mph.

Plans call for three intersec-

tions, or access points, on the
relief route in the three-mile
span between the mterchange
with U.S. 84/285, near the junc-
tion with 01d Taos Highway, and
“a major mterchange planned for
construction at Buckman Road.
Those three intersections, and
their potential . for increased
traffic, have Garcia and other

area residents particularly con-
cerned.

_ “They’re using one of the inte-
rior Casa Solana streets like it
was a major thoruughfare,” Gar-
cia said. “One of the major con-
cerns is that with all these major
interchanges, 44,000 cars would
potentially have access to this
neighborhood. That’s a major
problem for people on Camino de
las Crucitas and on Alamo Drive
as well.”

Camino de las Crucitas leads

out of Casa Solana northwest

toward the site of the old landfill.
The proposed intersections with
the relief route would lead traf-
fi¢c onto Camino de Ias Crucitas,
notably from Camino Ios Mon-
toyas,

The New Mexico State High-
way and Transportation Depart-
ment has estimated that the
Relief Route will carry 44,000
cars a dav within 10 vears of
opening, Garma said. However,
she said others estimate that

Please see ROUTE, Page 6

Restoration means

Lamy church will see
the light of new day

By RICHARD CHANG
The New Mexican

. LAMY — A 72-year-old church
that once was on the verge of
being sold to a New Age institute
is now being restored to serve
residents of this quiet town 17
miles south of Saata Fe.

On Saturday, Lamy residents
brought hammers, shovels and
picks to strip old concrete plas-
ter fram the Our Lady of Light
church. Though the church has
not been in continuous operation
for about 27 years, it still is con-
sidered a focal point by many
community members.

“I was baptized here, and had
my first communion here," said
John Sanchez, 46, a lifetime
Lamy resident. “My brother got
married here, and my cousin
married here. This church was
built by the people, and some of
my ancestors worked on it.”

Sanchez and several family
members hammered away at the
old plaster Saturday afternoon,
exposing solid adobe bricks for
the first time since the church's
completion in 1926, The church’s
doors — which had been locked
for years — were open, allowing
light to fall upon colorful
stained-glass windows that are
boarded on the outside, a deli-
cately carved tin ceiling and old
pews lined against the walls.

The restoration is a joint pro-
ject between the Lamy Commu-
nity Association and Corner-
stones Community Partnerships,

Abel Unbe/The New Mexrcan
Gitbert Sanchez, left, .and Tom
Botosan of Lamy pull a section of
cid plaster away from the former

CGur Lady of the Light Church Sat-
urday.

which acquired the church last
vear. Based in Santa Fe, Corner-
stones i8 a nonprofit organiza-
tion that works with communi-
ties to restore churches and
other historic buildings.

“This community has done an
amazing job of coming together
and cooperating,” said Mac Wat-
son, restoration coordinator for
Northern New Mezxico. “It's been
& great success, and a potentially

Please see CHU_RCH, Page B-2
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